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Hampton Lucy School in the Frame
Hampton Lucy School was
invited to take part in the
creation of an enigmatic
new sculpture and
photographic art work,
currently exhibited at
Compton Verney before
moving on to be displayed
in the lobby of the new
Birmingham Library. Local
Artist Faye Claridge
recently undertook a twopart commission on behalf
of Compton Verney.
Inspired by the work of the
19thC photographer Sir
Benjamin Stone, she has
constructed a five metre
version of a traditional
‘Kern Baby’, a large corn
doll created at festivals
during the 1900s to
celebrate the start of the
wheat harvest. She wanted to merge the concepts of two of Stone’s pictures into one new photographic project. The
two images were those of ‘The Kern Baby’ along with ‘The Baal Fire’, a bonfire surrounded by young children
celebrating Midsummer. Local schools were contacted, and pupils from Hampton Lucy, who have their own
Photography Club run by parent Debbie Butterfield, were selected to take part. Faye introduced the project to Year 6
and Reception pupils, and the children spent a day at Compton Verney, posing enthusiastically around the ‘Kern Baby’
with linked hands. They also completed an Arts Discovery qualification. Faye will select one of her photographs
featuring the children as the centrepiece of her display inside the gallery. The School Photography Club was also in
action during the day and a display of Faye’s and the school’s photographs will be exhibited in the coffee bar. You can
see the work at Compton Verney until 13 December, 2015.
DB

Open Days at Charlecote Mill

‘Wellesbourne Matters’ update

Spring is springing, I'm pleased to say, which means we shall once
again be welcoming visitors to a new season of Open Days at
Charlecote Mill, starting with Easter weekend, Sunday 5 April and
Monday 6 April. The mill be running from 11am to 5pm, water
levels permitting, giving visitors the opportunity to see a fully
operational, commercial watermill in action, the last working
watermill in Warwickshire - still going strong! The mill will also
be open on the second Sunday of each month, including Bank
Holidays, until October. Admission charges are: adults £3.50,
children £2.00, and families (2 adults, 2 children) £10. I look
forward to showing you around the mill, explaining its history and
how it continues to operate commercially in the 20thC. You can
buy take-away sized packs of flour and there will be tasty treats on
offer. I look forward to welcoming old friends and new.
KG

Following the recent Government Inspector’s
meeting with SDC, developers and local
communities, we anticipate a statement on 20
March. We have now been campaigning for a year
and will be holding the Wellesbourne Matters
AGM on Wednesday, 25 March, in Wellesbourne
Village Hall, starting at 7.30pm prompt, when
there will be a full update on progress. Members
and supporters will all be welcome. Preparing for
the next stage, we welcome any ideas for raising
the considerable amount of money we expect to
need. Further information on the campaign from
Frankie Stuart, tel: 06677 581301, e-mail:
frankiestuart@virginmedia.com
FS
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The Parish Letter

Dear Friends,
For some time now, the news has been full of stories about
Islamic State in Iraq and Syria. Terrible things have been
done in the name of Islam. At other times, negative stories
about Christians, or Christian churches, are prominent,
stories often based on inaccuracies or misunderstandings.
Faced with such reports, it is hardly surprising that many
people feel hesitant about, or hostile towards, organised
religion. When those who are very committed to their faith
perpetrate such deeds it can only be very off-putting.
And yet, the fact that religious people sometimes make a
mess of religion does not prove that there is not a good,
loving, creator God who wants the best for everything and
everyone He has created. For, while some religious fanatics
behave in ways that can only be described as wicked, many
believers lead exemplary lives which are motivated and
shaped by a deep love of the God whom they believe
created them.

we see Jesus as a good and peaceful man - concerned with
teaching people to love God and one another, healing
people, and only showing anger at hypocrisy amongst
those who claimed to represent God. His earliest
followers, the apostles, also never exhibited violence but,
like their master, were willing to suffer - as they did; to
share with others what they believed was the best and most
important news that there has ever been. That, of course,
was the message of Easter. The resurrection of Jesus
makes clear that God is a God of life; and that death does
not have the last word. This is an important corrective to
those parts of the Old Testament where God is portrayed
as requiring, or approving of, people being put to death,
sections of the Bible where, frankly, the writers’
understanding of God was primitive. It seems to me that to
look at the broad themes of the Bible and to allow those to
shape our understanding of some of those other parts is the
only way to have an intelligent approach to the Bible and
to the God whom the writers want to make known to us.

And God, seen as a God of life - not death, is the
I don’t know enough about Islam to speak confidently about foundation for a better world. Easter is a key event for our
understanding of that God. May we all come to know Him
that, but many Muslims would argue that Islam, properly
understood, is a religion of peace. And, in the earliest days better this Easter, and in the weeks that follow.
of Christianity, as seen in the pages of the New Testament,
David Jessett

News from the Parishes
A complete list of church services, including those at Barford, Wasperton and
Sherbourne, is displayed on the notice board in your church.

Hampton Lucy Neighbourhood Plan
Residents from the local community attended an Open
Day in Hampton Lucy Village Hall to view a display of
photographs and information on Hampton Lucy and its
surrounding area, and to exchange views on eleven
separate issues affecting the village, including transport,
communications and housing. The Neighbourhood Plan
Group would like to thank everyone for coming along
and sharing their thoughts. The results of this
consultation will be analysed and collated, and another
Open Day will be held, giving the community the
opportunity to vote on proposals based on these issues.
Further dates will be announced later.
JW

The Boar’s Head, Hampton Lucy
Phil and Angie Heron, ably assisted by a posse of skilled friends, have been working hard to refurbish and
redecorate the front bar at The Boar’s Head. Bear with them whilst it continues as ‘work-in-progress’ for a
few weeks, with plans for the addition of a new front porch, a complete repaint, and new sign-writing. However,
business continues as usual; a relaxing drink and a chat, bar snacks, light bites, and a full dining menu available. Phil,
Angie and their staff look forward to welcoming their regulars, friends and families, visitors to the area, and dog
walkers - with their well-behaved dogs. During March and April there will be a free prize draw, open to everyone, to
win a meal for two. Just remember to leave your name in the box at the bar. (Do support your local pub – there are
many village communities which can no longer enjoy that privilege! Ed.)
AH/AJW

From the Registers
Funerals:

Hampton Lucy

18 February
27 February

Evelyn Whatcott
Grace Hayton

Charlecote Park
If the Easter Bunny hasn’t visited you yet, don’t forget that the annual Cadbury Easter egg trails will take place over the
four-day Easter holiday, (3-6 April). On the other hand, if you need to walk off some of that chocolate indulgence, a
stroll through the parkland could be just what you need. You should be able to spot the new lambs too. If you’re
wondering what’s happening in the Tudor gatehouse and why the door is shut for the time being, we’re getting it ready to
be an information point for our visitors later in the season, and a cold-weather refuge for the Welcome Hosts. In the
meantime, there are extra shelves in the second-hand bookshop in the Stables so there are plenty of books to choose
from. Conservation work on the little thatched summerhouse has begun. Originally built by Mary Elizabeth Lucy for her
grandchildren, and based on one she remembered from her own childhood, it has been rather dilapidated for some time
now. Funded in part by our raffle ticket sales of previous years, it will be restored, inside and out, and we hope it will be
possible to allow limited access for visitors. Our new Tamworth piglets are due to arrive soon after Easter, so do pop in
to say “hello” while they are still looking cute! The summer programme will soon be launched and everything will be
listed on the Events Page of our website: http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/charlecote-park/
MGl

Wellesbourne & District lions Club
Now that the clocks have gone forward, we can enjoy the longer evenings and it is so good to be able to get
out the bike, or go for a long walk and enjoy the wonderful Warwickshire countryside. We are so fortunate
to live in such a beautiful area. The Lions would like to say a big “thank you” to everybody who has bought
tickets to try and win one or more of our giant Easter Eggs that have been placed in many venues in our local
community. If you are reading this at the end of March or the first few days of April, there is still time to take part! We
really value your wonderful support and I will announce how much money was raised in a later newsletter. The Lions
would also like to thank all the pubs, restaurants and other businesses that have kindly agreed to participate this year.
On Saturday, 14 February, the Lions hosted a charity fundraising Valentines’ Dance at Ettington Village Hall, with the
excellent local band ‘Cactus Jam’ offering to play for us free of charge. Everybody had an enjoyable evening, with the
dance floor busy from first song to last. Profits will be going to local charities, with two Ettington organisations, ‘First
Responders’ and the local primary school, each receiving around £300. The Wellesbourne & District Lions would like
to wish everyone a happy Easter.
AS

Hampton Lucy and Charlecote WI
The March meeting proved both educational and fascinating. Alison Byrne, a midwife from Birmingham,
spoke on female genital mutilation, a cultural problem that urgently needs more media attention and
funding to eliminate it. The meeting next month, 1 April, will be our Birthday Party and will be an open meeting. The
speaker will be William French, who worked for the Royal Family, and he will give a talk entitled “The Life of a
Butler”. It promises to be a very entertaining evening and there will be a bring-and-share supper with wine. It will be
held in Hampton Lucy Village Hall at 7.30pm, and we look forward to welcoming lots of guests.
MJW

Loxley WI
On Thursday, 12 March, Laurence Thatcher gave a very interesting talk on 'Roman Alcester', with maps,
aerial photographs and pictures of excavations showing how Alcester grew into a thriving market town during
the Roman occupation - 47AD to 410AD. Men were attracted by the availability of work in road building, and the two rivers,
the Arrow and the Alne, provided good communications and encouraged the emerging trade. There is now evidence of a
Romano-British industrial complex catering to the needs of a flourishing community. At present, funding is not available
for the further excavations which would, no doubt, add to the contents of the lively Alcester Museum. The museum
already attracts many visitors and is particularly popular with visiting school parties from a wide area. Members expressed
great interest in arranging a group visit to the town and museum in the near future. The next meeting will be on 9 April at
Loxley School at 7.30pm, when Graham Sutherland will give a talk on 'Wicked Women!
MCl

The Hampton Lucy Village Hall Annual Plant Sale
Our Annual Plant Sale is always well attended by residents from all of the six
parishes and beyond, and has become a major source of revenue for the village
hall. It is also a great way to stock up your gardens or allotments for the new
season, locally and economically. The event’s success is thanks to the support
that we receive from Charlecote Park, local nurseries, and Valefresco, along
with home-grown plants and shrubs, propagated and grown on by residents in
their allotments, gardens and greenhouses. This huge effort is co-ordinated by
Huw Williams and, to a large extent, many of the plants are cultivated by him,
but he needs extra greenhouse space and physical help. We sold over 1000
plants last year! If you are able to offer space in your greenhouse, conservatory,
or even just your window sill, along with a little effort, (and good conversations
with the plants, as recommended by HRH, Prince of Wales - Ed.), Huw would
love to hear from you. Please call him on 01789 841155 or drop in to Tudor
Cottage if you can help. The sale will take place on Saturday, 16 May. More
details in the next issue. Thank you to all of our sponsors.
EH

Compton Verney, 14 March to 7 June, 2015
Compton Verney Museum has reopened
for the new season with two outstanding
exhibitions in addition to the outdoor
sculpture and photographic display by
Faye Claridge, featuring the ‘Kern Baby’
and Hampton Lucy School pupils. (See
the front page.) The first is an impressive
collection of paintings by Canaletto,
entitled ‘Celebrating Britain’ - a display
of his work completed during his nineyear sojourn in Britain between 1746 and
1755. He not only painted established
views and landscapes, but also recorded
ongoing building work and projects which
epitomised the new-found wealth and
assurance of a unified British Nation. The Jacobite threat had disappeared, and it was a time of expansion and confident,
grand architecture. Following the acquisition of new colonies, the end of the War of Austrian Succession, and the increase
in trade with the Americas, North and South, the economy was booming. The exhibition features exquisite paintings of
buildings and views, in and around London and elsewhere, including Warwick. We can recognise them today but they
represented, at the time, a newly forming landscape. One example is the painting above, on loan from the Andrew Lloyd
Webber Trust, featuring a ‘work-in-progress’ Horse Guards Parade in the 18thC. I can’t do justice to these paintings in the
Grapevine, but I do encourage you to visit the museum to experience them first-hand. It is a splendidly presented
exhibition in a carefully prepared, colour-coordinated display gallery, complete with a brand-new, non-creaky floor!
The second exhibition is entitled ‘The Non-Conformists’ and features monochrome
photographs by Martin Parr depicting the people, local events and traditions of the picturesque
North Yorkshire town of Hebden Bridge in the 1970s. The photographs, uniformly displayed
by the artist in plain black frames with white mounts, are hung in close order in three rooms of
the gallery. You might imagine that, after one room of black and white images, one would start
to get bored, but I can assure you that the entertainment value is great! At the preview of the
exhibition in the company of forty visiting journalists, many from worthy national magazines
and newspapers - individuals whom you could imagine ‘have seen it all before’ - one couldn’t
help but notice the appreciation, general chatter, and simple enjoyment stimulated by the
photographs. The ability of the photographer to form an image from what might be considered
a very mundane scene is uncanny. An example is the picture on the left, which was taken at the
Baptist Church Anniversary Tea and demonstrates what imaginative composition can achieve a sensitive but engaging record of a recently bygone era, with no attempt to satirise or belittle
the subject. This is a ‘must see’ exhibition, particularly for photography enthusiasts!
Peter Moores’ collection of Chinese bronzes is a permanent exhibit and I confess that, in the
past, it has rather underwhelmed me. Well - if you’ve felt the same, revisit it now. It has been
totally rearranged, relit, reinvigorated and explained with simple and understandable legends.
The curators have gone right back to the drawing board and divided the exhibits into logical
groups. There is an introductory display explaining the international importance of the
collection, its significance in Chinese culture, and relating it to an understandable timeframe. There are four display groups: food and drink, the horse and mounted warriors, bronze
mirrors, and animal patterns, supplemented by additional exhibits on loan. The clever design
of the display cabinets and the imaginative lighting combine to make the exhibition visually
striking and easy to appreciate and enjoy, even for the uninformed like me! American volunteer Morgan Jones, a specialist
in Bronze Age China, teasingly described the terracotta figures as 9thC, the bronze horse 1stC - and the rest are old! AJW
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DB - Debbie
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Hampton Lucy website:
www.hamptonlucy.net

The Notice Board

The Loxley website:
www.loxleyvillage.com

is published in colour each month. To view the colour edition
visit either the Hampton Lucy or Loxley websites, or request an e-mail copy.
Hampton Lucy

Ladies’ Coffee and Cakes
Meet in The Boar’s Head, Hampton Lucy,
Tuesday, 7 April, at 10.30am.

The Charlecote website:
www.charlecote.org.uk

Loxley Easter Sunday Egg Hunt
in the gardens of Loxley Hall

‘‘The Lucy Lads’
will meet at The Boar’s Head, Hampton Lucy
on Thursday, 2 April at 10.30am.
This month we are visiting a Sikh Temple, the
Gudwara Sahib in Leamington, for a guided tour and
the possibility of tasting some Sikh food. No charge
but donations to the Temple welcome.
Pub lunch afterwards.
Call 470911 for details

All lads at heart welcome!

Music and Meditation for Good Friday
Friday, 3rd April, 8.00pm to ca. 9.15pm
St Peter’s Church, Barford.
St Peter’s Church Choir will sing
music by Tallis, Bach, Chilcott, and other
composers, interspersed with time for quiet
reflection, all by candlelight.
Drop in for a short while or stay for the evening.
There is no charge

Charlecote Village Hall
Having a party? You can hire our Village Hall at very
reasonable rates, or just hire our equipment or marquee.
Contact Gill Belcher for further details on 01789 840916.

Sunday 5th April
following the Easter Sunday Service
at St Nicholas Church, Loxley

All Welcome. Make a note in your diary!

Advance |Notice

Loxley Giant Village Garage/Drive
Sale
Saturday and Sunday, 16th and 17th May, 10am to 2pm
Maps will be available showing all participating houses
Maps are 50p each.
Refreshments available
Proceeds in aid of roof repairs to
St Nicholas’s Church, Loxley
Further details please contact:
Jo Beverley on 01789 470701
Jane Sloan on 01789 470414

Kineton Art Group presents:

Open Art Exhibition and Sale of
Paintings

There are DVDs still available at £10 each featuring two films:
‘Charlecote in the 1960s’, and ‘Creation of the Charlecote
Wallhanging.’ All proceeds to Village Hall funds. To order a
copy, please contact Helen Hoggarth on 01789 840916.

Kineton Village Hall
Saturday and Sunday, 9 and 10 May,
10.00 am until 5.00pm.
Adults: 50p, free admission for children.
Enjoy paintings by members and invited artists.

Have you noticed the advertisements for The Charlecote
Books in The Grapevine? These fascinating volumes cover the
history, geography, people and events of Charlecote.
You can borrow them from Beryl Penn, contact number 01789
841487. All we ask in return is a small donation
to Village Hall funds.
HH

In aid of ‘Painting for Pleasure’, a not-for-profit organisation for
disabled people, those living with or recovering from illness, and
respite for their carers.

Refreshments, including home-made cakes.

Details by e.mail: enquires@kinetonartgroup.co.uk.

Grapevine contact details: Grapevine copy by the 10th of the month please with a contact telephone number,
to: Jeremy Whyman, 9 The Langlands, Hampton Lucy CV35 8BN. Tel: 01789 470911e-mail: grapevine46@btinternet.com
For advertising contact: Jackie Williams, Tudor Cottage, Hampton Lucy. Tel: 01789 841155. e-mail: jacwil@btinternet.com

Police: Police enquiries: 01789 842114. e-mail: wellesbourne.snt@warwickshire.police.uk
Website newsletter, with regularly updated local information: www.saferneighbourhoods.co.uk

Church Services

Local Service Providers

April 2015
2 April
7.30pm

Maundy Thursday
Hampton Lucy
Holy Communion

3 April
10.00am
2.00pm

Good Friday
Hampton Lucy
Charlecote

5 April
9.30am
11.00am
11.00am

Easter Sunday - The First Sunday of Easter
Hampton Lucy
Holy Communion
CW
Charlecote
Holy Communion
CW
Loxley
Holy Communion
CW

12 April
9.30am
11.00am
11.00am
6.00pm

The Second Sunday of Easter
Hampton Lucy
Family Service
Charlecote
Holy Communion
Loxley
Matins
Hampton Lucy
Evensong

19 April
9.30am
9.30am
11.00am

The Third Sunday of Easter
Charlecote
Holy Communion
Hampton Lucy
Come and Worship
Loxley
Family Service

26 April
8.00am
11.00am
6.00pm

The Fourth Sunday of Easter
Charlecote
Holy Communion
Loxley
Holy Communion
Hampton Lucy
Evensong

CW

R. Turner
CHARLECOTE CHAIRS
Specialist in re-upholstery and
restoration of cane and rush seating

Hot Cross Bun Service
Meditation

Tel: 01926 624077
Mobile: 077685 71593

H T WILLIAMS PEST CONTROL
Rats, moles, mice, wasps, ants, insects

CW
CW
BCP
BCP
BCP
CW

BCP
CW
BCP

For your diary - April 2015
Wed 1
Thur 2
Fri 3
Sun 5
Sun5
Mon 6
Tues 7
Wed 8
Thur 9
Fri 10
Sun 12
Mon 13
Tues 14
Tues 14
Wed 15
Thur 16
Tues 21

Hampton Lucy and Charlecote WI, HL Village Hall, 7.30pm, Notice Board.
‘The Lucy Lads’, meet at The Boar’s Head, 10.30am. Notice Board.
Music and Meditation, St Peter’s Barford, Notice Board
Easter Egg Hunt, Loxley Hall, Notice Board
Charlecote Mill Open Day, 11.00am to 5pm, page 1.
Charlecote Mill Open Day, 11.00am to 5pm, page 1.
Ladies’ Coffee and Cakes, The Boar’s Head, 10.30am. Notice Board.
Tai Chi, Hampton Lucy Village Hall, 9.00am to 10.00am.
Loxley WI, Loxley School, 7.30pm, see page 3.
Copy deadline for The Grapevine.
Charlecote Mill Open Day, 11.00am to 5pm, page 1.
Wellesbourne & District Lions Club, Connie Club, 8.00pm, page 3.
Dene Valley U3A, St Peter’s Church, Wellesbourne, 2.00pm, (visit website).
Keep Fit, Hampton Lucy Village Hall, 7.30pm. All welcome.
Tai Chi, Hampton Lucy Village Hall, 9.00am to 10.00am.
Loxley WI Loxley School, 7.30pm, page 3.
Keep Fit, Hampton Lucy Village Hall, 7.30pm. All welcome.

Wed 22
Mon 27
Tues 28
Wed 29

Tai Chi, Hampton Lucy Village Hall, 9.00am to 10.00am.
Wellesbourne & District Lions Club, Connie Club, 8.00pm, page 3.
Keep Fit, Hampton Lucy Village Hall, 7.30pm. All welcome.
Tai Chi, Hampton Lucy Village Hall, 9.00am to 10.00am.

May
Sat 16/Sun17 Loxley Giant Village Garage and Drive Sale. Notice Board.
Sat 16 Hampton Lucy Plant Sale, page 3.

Tudor Cottage, Church Street
Hampton Lucy
Telephone: 01789 841155

L Brooke Joynson
CABINET MAKER AND JOINER
All aspects of woodworking undertaken
Phone 01926 842547 or 07909 901989
for further information and advice,
and for a free quotation

Hunscote Farm Shop
Stratford Road, Wellesbourne

Tel: 01789 840240
‘A Farmer’s Market on your doorstep’
Open Monday to Thursday
8.00am to 5.30pm, Friday 8.00am to 6.00pm
Saturday 8.00am to 5.30pm

SUSAN ENGLAND MCSP
Chartered Physiotherapist
Registered with the Health and Care Professions
Council

Hampton Corner, Warwick Road,
Stratford upon Avon, CV37 0NZ

Tel/Fax: 01789 263891

Stripes Garden Maintenance
Grass Cutting, Hedge Trimming,
Patio Cleaning,
Garden Furniture Cleaning. No job too small.
Local reliable service.
Call Chris Clarke, 01789 295909
Mobile: 07928 895501
e-mail: stripeschris@aol.com

Free Design Consultation
Bespoke Fitted Furniture Designers.
Kitchens, bedroom, home offices,
walk in wardrobes and sliding doors.
We also offer a refurbishment service to your
old kitchen to renew the doors, worktops and handles

01789 840963 info@cupboardlovedesign.co.uk
www.cupboardlovedesign.co.uk

07507 953659

High quality
curtains and roman blinds.
Free measurement and quotation.
Mobile: 0781 809 8306
e-mail: chambers_seccombe@hotmail.com

