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‘The Lucy Lads’- Out and About Again
On Thursday, 2 April, the Lucy Lads
visited the Gurdwara Sahib Sikh
Temple in Leamington. This
remarkable and striking building, a
gilded landmark on the Leamington
skyline designed and constructed by
local architects and builders, was
officially opened with a nine-day
festival commencing 25 October, 2009.
The Temple complex serves as a place
of worship, a community centre and
focus for community activities, a
dining hall where Sikhs, and other
faiths, can meet and partake of
vegetarian food appropriate to their
culture and religion, and as a teaching
centre - enabling new generations of
Sikhs to learn about their history and
preserve their traditions alongside the
many faiths and communities with
whom they live, study and work. The
building cost eleven million pounds to
complete, all of which was raised by a community of just seven thousand. They did this by subscription, personal loans
and endowments, and fund-raising projects. They neither sought nor received National Lottery or state funding. It is all
the more remarkable when one remembers that, shortly after the project was unveiled, the UK economy slipped into
one the worst periods of economic recession for fifty years. However, of the total of eleven million pounds, ‘only’ four
million is now outstanding, a sum which we were assured is being serviced and repaid from income. Without shoes,
and with heads covered in a somewhat unorthodox fashion, the Lads were given a complete tour of the building by one
of the four Trustees of the project, Resham, (Jim to his friends!), who took us into the two large prayer halls, one of
which was in use at the time, and explained the significance of the Gurdwara Sahib Temple for the Sikh community,
the way in which virtually the entire operation is run on a voluntary basis, and the history, background and the
philosophy of the religion which created such a community. The Lads also visited the meeting rooms and state-of-theart conference facilities, all available for hire by outside organisations, and the tour was rounded off by a visit to the
dining room to sample the delicious food being served. Our group was made very welcome and it was a fascinating
morning, providing an insight into a community and a religion of which I, for one, knew very little.
AJW
‘The Lucy Lads’
The ‘Lads’ are a friendly group of retired ‘gentlemen’ who meet informally on the first Thursday of each month at
11.30am in The Boar’s Head, Hampton Lucy. There is no residential requirement, no subscription, no commitment and
very few rules! Anyone with the time to spare who would like to come along will always be made welcome. From time
to time we organise visits covering a wide range of interests, and there are more scheduled over the next few months.
Contact me, Jeremy Whyman, for information: 01789 470911. E-mail: jandmwhyman@btinternet.com
AJW

Charlecote Village Hall Open Day
There will another Open Day in the village hall on Sunday, 31 May, between 12 noon and 5pm, with the opportunity to
see the Charlecote Wallhanging. Guided walks in the village, starting from the village hall and visiting locations
featured in the tapestry panels, will take place at 12.30pm and 3pm. A new ‘Tapestry Trail’ leaflet is available if you
prefer to be unaccompanied. Find out more about Charlecote from our Village History books. Teas will be served in the
garden, and crafts and cards will be on sale.
Jill W
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The Parish Letter

Dear Friends,
Two slightly unusual experiences have combined this
month for the subject of my letter.
Firstly, I was at a Coffee Morning recently- nothing very
unusual about that - at which someone was asking other
people “When in your life were you happiest?” For some
people, it seems it was when their children were growing
up. For someone else it was his own childhood, playing
with friends. For a couple it was when they were working in
a very different culture and everything was unpredictable
and exciting. I struggled a bit on this. What would you say?

to me that the common feature was the importance of
relationships with other human beings. Many of the
‘happiest times of people’s lives’ involved relationships
working well; my wife’s enjoyment from having a puppy
was enhanced by unexpected friendly contact with new
people. At their best, this sense of positive connection is
something that our villages offer.
On further reflection, I thought about the fact that ‘solitary
confinement’ - the denial of human contact - is seen as a
particularly severe punishment.

Secondly, as some of you are aware, we recently acquired a
puppy - ‘Tommy’, a Border Terrier - and my wife has been
taking him for walks. One of the things she has been
delighted with is how many people who would otherwise
probably not have spoken now engage her in conversation
like an old friend. Generally, if I ask who these people
were, it is the name of the dog that I am given!

That led me round to thinking about the idea that, when
Jesus ‘commanded’ people to “love God and love your
neighbour as much as you love yourself”, he did so, not
simply to ‘give us orders’, but because he knew that that
was what would make us the happiest we could be. Seen
from that perspective, it becomes not a bossy ‘edict from
on high’ but rather a piece of wise advice from a good
friend. And, seen in that way, perhaps it may encourage us
to work at it with even more patience and determination.

As I reflected on these two unrelated experiences, it seemed

David Jessett

News from the Parishes
A complete list of church services, including those at Barford, Wasperton and
Sherbourne, is displayed on the notice board in your church.

Cathedral Notices
Concert: ‘The Sixteen’ (Brilliant choral group and ensemble - well worth the trip! Ed.) On Saturday, 13 June, there will
be a concert in Coventry Cathedral entitled “The Choral Pilgrimage, 2015 - Flight of Angels”. The concert starts at
7.30pm, with a pre-concert talk at 7.00pm. Tickets from the Cathedral Shop: 02476 521210.
Publication: “St Michael’s, Coventry: The Rise and Fall of The Old Cathedral”. A new book is being published which
focuses on the history of the old cathedral from the original two-room chapel in Coventry Castle’s keep to the Cathedral
destroyed in WW2. Details from the cathedral shop: 02476521210.
DH

Parish Events
‘Stolen Lives’. A World War One talk by Andrew Hamilton, local author and WW1 expert. Saturday, 9 May 7.30 pm
at Barford Church, £8 including wine and refreshments. This is a talk about people of interest who died during the
Great War and where they are buried or commemorated. For details or tickets contact Rev’d David Jessett
rectory@barford.org.uk or 01926 624238.
“Beating the Bounds” – a community walk. Monday, 4 May, starting from Barford Church at 10.30am. Don’t spend
the Bank Holiday sitting in your car in a queue of traffic. Get out and walk around our beautiful villages. We are
hoping that this popular event will take place again this year. Look out for posters or contact Rev’d David Jessett
(rectory@barford.org.uk or 01926 624238).
Rev’d DJ

Charlecote Parish Meeting
The Charlecote Parish Meeting AGM will be held on Tuesday, 12 May, at 7.30pm in the village hall. All are welcome
to attend. The hall will be open from 7pm for those who would like to come along for a pre-meeting glass of wine. VL

Hampton Lucy Parish Council
The Hampton Lucy Parish Council will meet in the village hall on Wednesday, 13 May, at 7.30pm. All welcome.

From the Registers
Funeral:

Hampton Lucy

27 March, 2015

Margaret Taylor

MW

Wellesbourne Airfield - Dates for your Diary
Wellesbourne Airfield Open Day will be on Sunday, 7 June, 10am to 4pm, when you and your families can visit
everything from the Vulcan to the helicopter hangars, calling at the Café and the Control Tower on the way. Free
admission. The exciting ‘Wings and Wheels’ will be held on Father's Day, Sunday 21 June, with the Vulcan fast
taxiing, exciting visiting aircraft and interesting classic cars - plus the Battle of Britain Memorial Flight fly past, always
a sight and sound to savour! Entrance only £5 via the 'market gates' entrance. Details next in month’s Grapevine.
FS

Charlecote Park News
Easter weekend threw a bit of everything at us. We had to rope off The Paddock on Good Friday as it was waterlogged,
and then cope with parking all the visitors who were
encouraged out to visit the Park by the Easter Monday
sunshine. If you explored our Easter trails, we hope that
you enjoyed the new “yellow box walk” around the
parkland. By the beginning of May, all of the lambs will
have been born and you may have already visited our three
new Tamworth pigs behind the stables. Their antics have
been entertaining visitors since they arrived at the
beginning of April. There are still spaces on our ‘bat
walks’. Come and join the experts from the Warwickshire
Bat Group for an evening out-of-hours walk, and learn all
about these fascinating creatures. You can find more
details on the Events Page of our website. The parterre
display of bulbs is stunning and we have new volunteer
garden guides this year, so if there is anything you’d like to know about the gardens and plants, do stop and have a chat
with them. May is also the month to walk through the buttercups in Places Meadow, the perfect start to summer.
(Photograph: Jane Eastwood - best viewed in colour on the websites!)
MGl

Wellesbourne & District Lions Club
I hope you have all had a good Easter break and enjoyed the lovely weather. The Lions would like to
thank everybody who participated in our annual giant Easter Egg fundraiser. I should be in a position to
let you all know how much money was raised in next month’s Grapevine. The Lions are pleased to be
involved in providing marshalls for this year’s Stratford Festival of Motoring. It is a two day free event in Stratfordupon-Avon over the May Bank Holiday weekend, Sunday and Monday, 3 and 4 May. Our annual Wasperton to
Stratford Raft Race will be taking place on Sunday, 26 July, a month later than in previous years. This year the main
beneficiary will be Shakespeare Hospice, a very worthwhile charity which has helped so many in our local community.
If you are interested, or know of others who may be, then please go to www.raftrace.org - our dedicated web site. If
you are not feeling energetic enough to enter the race then why not put the event on your calendar and come along and
enjoy this great river spectacle. If you would like to donate or provide sponsorship then again, please look at the web
site. (See the notice - page 4.)
AS

Hampton Lucy and Charlecote WI
The April meeting marked our 96th Birthday Party with a bring-and share supper, wine and, of course, a
birthday cake. We had lots of visitors and our speaker, William French, gave a talk entitled 'The Life of a
Butler'. William regaled us with tales and anecdotes from his work as a butler, beginning his story when he joined the
Royal Navy, later travelling the world as a naval steward on board the Royal Yacht Britannia. Since leaving the Navy,
he has worked with many stars and celebrities, and he brought along a wonderful selection of photographs and
memorabilia. Mary Woodman won the draw for the Denman Bursary, and Helen Sill’s name was on the winning slip
for the Hampton Lucy representative to attend the Buckingham Palace Garden Party. Our next meeting is on 6 May at
7.30.pm in Charlecote Village Hall. There will be ‘Resolutions’, followed by our speaker, Annie Perkins, with a talk
entitled “Annie's Market Garden”.
MJW

Loxley WI
On 9 April, we had an interesting talk entitled ‘Wicked Women’ by Graham Sutherland, a retired police
officer. His well-researched examples included a suspected serial killer, fortune seeking, and marital intrigue
ending in murder. Arsenic poisoning was the favourite murder weapon - it was readily available, and the cause of death
would be recorded as 'gastric fever' unless suspicion led to a post-mortem. There was marked bias in law against women the men involved were rarely prosecuted. The saddest story was the case of a fourteen year old girl taken on by a lady to
work in her daughter's household, a cook being the only other servant. The young girl was not only responsible for all of
the household chores, but also for the care of a baby. She would work until 3.30am, only to be up again at 5.30am. When
apprehended after running away, there was no one to defend her against the lies of her mistress and she was punished with
six months of hard labour! The ‘lady’ was a clergyman’s wife! On 14 May we shall again be at Ashorne Village Hall for
the annual 'Resolutions Meeting', when we shall discuss and vote on this year's resolution: “to call on the Government to
remove the distinction between ‘nursing care’ and ‘personal care’ in assessing the needs of an individual”
MCl

Your Village Needs You!
A hundred years ago, British soldiers were fighting at Ypres. They were fighting against the perceived threat
to democracy and freedom from the Central Powers. In 2004, over seventy five per cent of the population
turned out to vote in Afghanistan after years of oppression by the Taliban. There were huge queues outside
polling stations. About sixty per cent of the electorate voted in Tunisia in 2011 after the upheaval of the
‘Arab Spring’. In 2014, Scotland had a turnout of over ninety per cent in the referendum about independence. Democracy
is precious and very powerful. Here at Hampton Lucy on 7 May we have three simultaneous elections - Parliamentary,
District and Parish - a rare experience indeed. There are seven candidates standing for election to Hampton Lucy Parish
Council. In fairness to these residents who are willing to give up their time to serve the community of Hampton Lucy,
please turn out and VOTE. Don’t take democracy for granted. If anyone has difficulty getting to the village hall and
doesn’t have a postal vote, Hilary and I are happy to help – just ring 01789 842573.
JD

Why should you complete your Hampton Lucy Neighbourhood Plan Leaflet?
The Neighbourhood Plan was created to protect the village from developers and SDC putting houses wherever they
wish in our Parish. From the responses we have gathered so far, a large proportion of people in the village would like
no changes at all, if this is what you want too, you should complete this form and return it asap. We are currently
required to accommodate somewhere between 25 to 30 houses by 2031 and this number could rise! If the Green Belt
villages are not forced to take their quota then we could be expected to take their allocation. With the delay of the
approval of the Core Strategy the developers are now circling and we NEED to protect the village from development in
the wrong place. If we do not have a Neighbourhood Plan in place then development could be considerably larger than
30 houses and in areas where we don’t want it. Please complete and return your forms to 41/42 Church Street.
(Editor’s note: This item is included at the request of the Neighbourhood Plan Committee. It is reproduced as
submitted, unedited. I understand that additional leaflets will be delivered to households in the Hampton Lucy Parish.)
For the readers who use domestic heating oil, this may be of interest. It is reproduced here as received by The Grapevine.

Special Offer for New Oil Syndicate Members
As of 1 April any new Energy Warwickshire Syndicate member can take advantage of ‘first order membership free’. Any
household or community building not currently in the syndicate will be able to try out the service without having to pay the annual
membership fee until they place their second order. (Domestic membership is currently £20 per annum.) Energy Warwickshire has
seen a fantastic start to 2015 and managed to secure some great savings for members during January and February. Over 550
residents in Warwickshire are now part of the Energy Warwickshire syndicate saving considerable sums on their oil heating costs.
The syndicate compiles one bulk order per month and searches the market to secure the lowest price possible for individual
members. January’s member price was 33.98ppl saving 14.52ppl against the market high and February’s member price was
33.35ppl saving 6.8ppl against the market high. Jude Henderson Business Development Manager, WRCC says “Our members have
benefitted not only from the recent drop in oil prices, but also from the steep growth in our membership numbers meaning we are
placing larger and larger orders month on month. This has given the syndicate great strength in negotiating with suppliers to offer
their best prices.” Energy Warwickshire are now hoping to share this success more widely and want to recruit new members to the
syndicate. Kim Slater Chief Exec WRCC “On average Energy Warwickshire is saving households £56.12 per oil order so we are
confident you’ll continue ordering once you’ve given it a try.” Since its conception in October 2012 the Energy Warwickshire
syndicate has ordered over 1.3million litres of heating oil saving members over £70,000. For further information or to join the
scheme contact: www.energywarwickshire.org.uk Tel: 01789 842182 Email: energy@wrccrural.org.uk

Race a raft down the River Avon
for charity? - me? - YES, YOU!
Last year almost 400 people did just that. They
had a brilliant day out and helped the Lions raise £13,000
for an important charity project. If you are interested, or
know of others who may be, then please go to our
dedicated web site: www.raftrace.org

The Boar’s Head
Hampton Lucy

Beer Festival
1st to 4th May 2015

(Theme - Marstons versus Micro!)
Afternoon Teas: 3pm to 5pm daily
New: Tapas now available

The copy deadline for
the June edition of
The Grapevine
will be
Sunday, 10 May.
Printed copies will be
delivered soon after
24 May.

Our correspondents this month are:
HC -

Helen Chidgey; MCl - Margaret Clayton; JD - John Dunkerton; MG - Mary Gleave; DH - David Hall;
Rev’d DJ - Rev’d David Jessett; VL– Vanessa Lewis; FS - Frankie Spray; AS - Andy Stokes;
AJW - Jeremy Whyman; MJW – Margaret Whyman; Jill W - Jill Wilson; MW - Michael Woodman.

Hampton Lucy website:
www.hamptonlucy.net

The Notice Board

is published in colour each month. To view the colour edition
visit either the Hampton Lucy or Loxley websites, or request an e-mail copy.
Hampton Lucy

Ladies’ Coffee and Cakes
Meet in The Boar’s Head, Hampton Lucy,
Tuesday, 5 May, at 10.30am.

The Loxley website:
www.loxleyvillage.com
The Charlecote website:
www.charlecote.org.uk

Hampton Lucy Village Hall

Plant and Produce Sale
Saturday, 16th May, from 9.00am

‘‘The Lucy Lads’

Stock up your gardens
and help to fund the Village Hall.

Meet in The Boar’s Head, Hampton Lucy, on
Thursday, 7 May, at 11.30am. All ‘Lads’ welcome!

It’s a win/win situation!

Kineton Art Group presents:

Refreshments available.

Open Art Exhibition and Sale of Paintings
Kineton Village Hall
Saturday and Sunday, 9 and 10 May,
10.00 am until 5.00pm.
Adults: 50p, free admission for children.
Refreshments, including home-made cakes.
In aid of ‘Painting for Pleasure’, a not-for-profit organisation for
disabled people, those living with or recovering from illness, and
respite for their carers.
Details by e-mail: enquires@kinetonartgroup.co.uk.

Wellesbourne Choral Society presents:

“The Rhythm of Life”
from ‘Beatles’ to ‘Verdi’
Enjoy great music and support a local choir
St Peter’s Church, Hampton Lucy
Friday 8th May at 7.30pm.
Tickets £9 - available on the door
(Accompanied school-age children are free)

Refreshments included.

Loxley Giant Village Garage/Drive
Sale
Saturday and Sunday, 16th and 17th May, 10am to 2pm
Maps will be available showing all participating houses
Maps are 50p each.
Refreshments available
Proceeds in aid of roof repairs to
St Nicholas’s Church, Loxley
Further details please contact:
Jo Beverley on 01789 470701
Jane Sloan on 01789 470414

GARDEN PARTY
Saturday, 30th May, 11.00am - 6.00pm

(In aid of Macmillan Cancer Support)

Support our beautiful church
and
help me celebrate my 70th Birthday!

Advance Notice:

1 The Close, Hampton Lucy

Loxley Summer Fete and Dog Show
on the Village Playing Field
Saturday, 6th June, from 2pm
Dog Show, Traditional Games, Pimms Tent,
Annie's Vintage Ice Cream Van,
Tea and Cakes, Food and Craft Stalls.

NO PRESENTS
but donations to church funds welcomed!
Many attractions including live music, raffle, buffet etc.
Suggested donation:
£4.00 per person, £10.00 per family of four

Grapevine contact details: Grapevine copy by the 10th of the month please with a contact telephone number,
to: Jeremy Whyman, 9 The Langlands, Hampton Lucy CV35 8BN. Tel: 01789 470911e-mail: grapevine46@btinternet.com
For advertising contact: Jackie Williams, Tudor Cottage, Hampton Lucy. Tel: 01789 841155. e-mail: jacwil@btinternet.com

Police: Police enquiries: 01789 842114. e-mail: wellesbourne.snt@warwickshire.police.uk
Website newsletter, with regularly updated local information: www.saferneighbourhoods.co.uk

Church Services

Local Service Providers

May 2015
3 May
9.30am
9.30am
6.00pm

The Fifth Sunday of Easter
Charlecote
Morning Worship
Loxley
Holy Communion
Hampton Lucy
Holy Communion

10 May
9.30am
11.00am
11.00am
6.00pm

The Sixth Sunday of Easter (Christian Aid Week)
Hampton Lucy
Family Service
CW
Charlecote
Holy Communion
CW
Loxley
Matins
BCP
Hampton Lucy
Evensong
BCP

14 May
7.30am
9.30am

Ascension Day
Meadow Ct. Farm Holy Communion
Hampton Lucy
Holy Communion

17 May
9.30am
9.30am
11.00am

The Seventh Sunday of Easter
Charlecote
Holy Communion
Hampton Lucy
Come and Worship
Loxley
Family Service

24 May
8.00am
11.00am
6.00pm

The Day of Pentecost
Charlecote
Holy Communion
Loxley
Holy Communion
Hampton Lucy
Evensong

31 May
8.00am
10.00am

Trinity Sunday (Benefice Services)
Barford
Holy Communion
Wasperton
Holy Communion

CW
BCP
CW

BCP
CW

Tel: 01926 624077
Mobile: 077685 71593

Rats, moles, mice, wasps, ants, insects

Tudor Cottage, Church Street
Hampton Lucy
Telephone: 01789 841155

L Brooke Joynson
BCP
CW
BCP
CW

Fri 1
The Boar’s Head Beer Festival, 1st May to 4th May, see details page 4.
Mon 4 Beating the Bounds, sets off at 10.30am from Barford Church, page 2.
Tues 5 ‘Ladies’ Coffee and Cakes’, The Boar’s Head, 10.30am. Notice Board.
Wed 6 Tai Chi, Hampton Lucy Village Hall, 9.00am to 10.00am.
Wed 6 Hampton Lucy and Charlecote WI, Charlecote Village Hall, 7.30pm, page 3.
Thur 7 Polling Day, Parliamentary, plus District, and Parish Councils, see notice boards.
Thur 7 ‘The Lucy Lads’, meet at The Boar’s Head, 11.30am. Notice Board and page 1.
Fri 8 “The Rhythm of Life”, St Peter’s, Hampton Lucy, 7.30pm, Notice Board.
Sat 9/10 Kineton Art Group, Kineton Village Hall, Notice Board.
Sat 9
“Stolen Lives”, Barford Church, 7.30pm, page 2.
Sun 10 Copy deadline for The Grapevine.
Sun 10 Charlecote Mill Open Day, 11.00am to 5pm,
Mon 11 Wellesbourne & District Lions Club, Connie Club, 8.00pm, pages 3 and 4.
Tues 12 Dene Valley U3A, St Peter’s Church, Wellesbourne, 2.00pm, (visit website).
Tues 12 Charlecote Parish Meeting AGM, Charlecote Village Hall, 7.30pm, page 2.
Tues 12 Keep Fit, Hampton Lucy Village Hall, 7.30pm. All welcome.
Wed 13 Tai Chi, Hampton Lucy Village Hall, 9.00am to 10.00am.
Wed 13 Hampton Lucy Parish Council, HL Village Hall, 7.30pm.
Thur 14 Loxley WI, Loxley School, 7.30pm, see page 3.

Sat 16 Hampton Lucy Plant Sale, from 9.00am, Notice Board..
Sat 16/17 Loxley Giant Village Garage and Drive Sale. Notice Board.
Tues 19 Keep Fit, Hampton Lucy Village Hall, 7.30pm. All welcome.

Sun 31

Specialist in re-upholstery and
restoration of cane and rush seating

H T WILLIAMS PEST CONTROL
CW
CW

For your diary - May 2015

Wed 20
Mon 25
Tues 26
Wed 27
Sat 30

R. Turner
CHARLECOTE CHAIRS

Tai Chi, Hampton Lucy Village Hall, 9.00am to 10.00am.
Wellesbourne & District Lions Club, Connie Club, 8.00pm.
Keep Fit, Hampton Lucy Village Hall, 7.30pm. All welcome.
Tai Chi, Hampton Lucy Village Hall, 9.00am to 10.00am.
Garden Party, 1 The Close, Hampton Lucy, from 11am, Notice Board.

Charlecote Village Hall Open Day, 12 noon to 5pm, see front page.

CABINET MAKER AND JOINER
All aspects of woodworking undertaken
Phone 01926 842547 or 07909 901989
for further information and advice,
and for a free quotation

Hunscote Farm Shop
Stratford Road, Wellesbourne

Tel: 01789 840240
‘A Farmer’s Market on your doorstep’
Open Monday to Thursday
8.00am to 5.30pm, Friday 8.00am to 6.00pm
Saturday 8.00am to 5.30pm

SUSAN ENGLAND MCSP
Chartered Physiotherapist
Registered with the Health and Care Professions
Council

Hampton Corner, Warwick Road,
Stratford upon Avon, CV37 0NZ

Tel/Fax: 01789 263891

Stripes Garden Maintenance
Grass Cutting, Hedge Trimming,
Patio Cleaning,
Garden Furniture Cleaning. No job too small.
Local reliable service.
Call Chris Clarke, 01789 295909
Mobile: 07928 895501
e-mail: stripeschris@aol.com

Free Design Consultation
Bespoke Fitted Furniture Designers.
Kitchens, bedroom, home offices,
walk in wardrobes and sliding doors.
We also offer a refurbishment service to your
old kitchen to renew the doors, worktops and handles

01789 840963 info@cupboardlovedesign.co.uk
www.cupboardlovedesign.co.uk

07507 953659

High quality
curtains and roman blinds.
Free measurement and quotation.
Mobile: 0781 809 8306
e-mail: chambers_seccombe@hotmail.com

