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HAMPTON LUCY PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of meeting held on 5 October 1999 at 5 Hithersand Close 

 

Present: 

 

Councillor Martyn Gardner 

Councillor John Robinson        

Councillor Elaine Rajkowski 

Councillor Hugh Williams 

Councillor Michael Woodman  

Alan Scaife, Clerk 

 

No members of the public 

 

1. The council having been in abeyance for several months, and the election of 29 July 1999 

having been aborted due to lack of candidates, the above, having volunteered, had been 

appointed temporarily by the district council pending a new election on 25 November 1999.  

Cllr Woodman (the only person present to have served on the previous council) explained the 

procedure for the new election, and nomination and acceptance forms were handed to each of 

the nominees above, who were asked to complete these forms and take them to the returning 

officer. It was agreed that if the present councillors were unopposed, the first proper council 

meeting would be held in the village hall on Thursday 11 November at 8 pm. 

 

2. It was agreed that all the councillors would act as cheque signatories, any two being 

acceptable. 

 

3. Grass cutting problems were discussed, and it was agreed to spend £100 for one final cut 

this year on the playing fields and the school field. 

 

4. It was agreed to donate £40 to the Village Enhancement Group for fencing the four Scots 

pine trees which will shortly be planted on the school field. 

 

5. A copy of the Millennium Footpath map, to be given to each parish household, was given to 

each councillor. The wording for an envelope was agreed, as was the inclusion of a leaflet 

from the Warwickshire Wildlife Trust. All the councillors agreed to help distribute the maps, 

and it was agreed that this would be done after the appearance in the Grapevine of an item 

about the map. 

 

6. Planning application 99/01224/FUL (Hatton Rock Farm development) was discussed. It 

was agreed to send a fax to the planning department fully supporting Councillor Lambert’s 

objections to the scheme, on the grounds that the surrounding roads were unsuitable for the 

traffic which the scheme would generate. 

 

7. It was agreed to place an item in the Grapevine about the forthcoming election, with 

nomination dates for any additional candidates. 

 

8. It was agreed that we should continue our subscription to WALC, which has not yet been 

paid for this year, and Cllr Rajkowski agreed to attend the seminar for councillor training to 

be held at Moreton Morrell on 30 October. 

 

(9. Next year’s precept and future plans were not discussed.) 
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10. Past plans for the playing fields were discussed, but no decisions taken. 

 

11. The question of dead trees in hedgerows and elsewhere (mainly killed by Dutch Elm 

Disease) was discussed. Councillor Rajkowski felt that they should be left in place. 

 

12. It was agreed to invite Councillor Lambert to the first proper council meeting on 11 

November. 

 

13. Under Any Other Business, Cllr Williams raised the problem of the danger of traffic 

travelling too fast through the village. The CPRE had been surveying this problem, and their 

material was later passed to Cllr Willams to follow this up.  

Also, the question of whether a local resident should be allowed to fly a helicopter from his 

home was discussed. Cllr Rajkowski agreed to look into the rules applying to such flying. 
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HAMPTON LUCY PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of meeting held on 11 November 1999 in the village hall 

 

Present: 

 

Councillor Michael Woodman 

Councillor Elaine Rajkowski 

Councillor Martyn Gardner 

Councillor Hugh Williams 

Councillor John Robinson 

Alan Scaife, Clerk 

and  9  members of the public. 

 

1. Michael Woodman was elected Chairman. 

 

2. Alan Scaife was appointed Clerk with effect from 1st October 1999. 

 

3. Apologies for absence were recorded from Councillors Lambert and Hobbs. 

 

4. No declarations of interest were made. 

 

5. The minutes of the meeting held on 5 October 1999 were read aloud, agreed by Council, 

and signed by the Chairman. 

 

6. There were no matters arising from the previous minutes. 

 

7. Cllr Woodman presented the Treasurer’s report and stated that the council had 

approximately £7000 in the bank, with bills of approx. £500 yet to be paid. He suggested that 

parishioners should be invited to suggest possible projects for funding, and it was agreed to 

put this invitation in the “Grapevine”. It was agreed that the full council would meet as a 

finance committee on 9 December to plan next year’s budget. 

 

8. A new cheque mandate was signed by all the councillors, whereby any two may sign 

cheques. 

 

9. Cllr Rajkowski gave a report on her day’s training at the WALC Training Seminar at 

Moreton Morrell on 30 October. She considered it to have been very worthwhile, and 

mentioned possible sources of funds. 

 

10. Football pitch. Mr Scaife stated that he had approached Mrs Mandy Knight, who is 

looking after the missing football posts, and asked her if her husband would submit plans for 

putting the football field in order. However no plans had been received. It was agreed that up 

the £250 could be spent on this, and that the SDC Sports and Leisure Dept might be 

consulted. 

 

11. Cllr Williams was asked to present the problem of speeding traffic. He pointed out that it 

was too late to return the CPRE questionnaire. After much discussion it was agreed that the 

clerk should write to the County Council Highway authority to raise the problems of speeding, 

and overweight vehicles using our historic bridge. 
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12. Mr Scaife drew attention to the huge amount of mail received by the clerk, and it was 

agreed that much of this would first be circulated to the councillors, after which items of 

general interest would be left in a box file in the church porch, with a summary on the village 

notice board of what is in it. It was agreed to renew our subscription to the Voluntary Service 

Organisation (now £27.50), and to donate £100 to the Depot Bus youth project, which all the 

councillors visited immediately before the meeting. 

 

13. Under AOB, three recently-received planning applications were studied. All were 

approved. (Ingon Manor licensing/28 The Close/Ingon cottage). The unreliability of the bus 

service was raised by Mr. Conchar, and it was agreed that we should complain to Stratford 

Blue. Mr Birch asked that we should ask Charlecote village meeting to arrange to cut back the 

hedge which is intruding into the Charlecote-HL road. This was agreed. 

 

14. The next full council meeting was scheduled for Thursday, 20 January, 2000. 

 

The meeting closed at 10 p.m. 
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HAMPTON LUCY PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of meeting held on 20 January 2000 in the village hall. 

 

Present: 

 

Councillor Michael Woodman 

Councillor Elaine Rajkowski 

Councillor Martyn Gardner 

Councillor Hugh Willams 

Councillor John Robinson 

Councillor Richard Hobbs 

Councillor Keith Lambert 

Alan Scaife, Clerk 

 

+ 9  members of the public; + Paul Walker (Woodlands and Green Space Officer, Stratford 

District Council) + Margaret Lennon (Headmistress of Hampton Lucy Primary School) 

 

1. There were no absentees. 

 

2. No declarations of interest were made. 

 

3. The minutes of the meeting held on 11 November 1999 and of the finance committee on 9 

December 1999 were read and signed by the Chairman. 

 

4. Matters arising: failure of bus to arrive: Cllr Hobbs has suggested to a Snitterfield 

parishioner that if a bus failed to arrive he should call a taxi and charge it to the bus company. 

They paid. 

 

5. Mr Paul Walker and Ms Margaret Lennon presented their plan for a wildlife area to be 

planted by the school-children in the SW corner of the King George V Playing Field. There 

was much discussion about this, but it was agreed that this should go ahead, subject to certain 

provisions. Mr Walker also stated that he could provide trees for other areas of the playing 

field.  

 

6. Other plans for the Playing Field were discussed: Mr Scaife suggested that we should use 

the Halford Forge estimate for repair of the railings, dated 1 April 1998, but now revised to be 

£4200, as the basis of a claim under section 136B to the District Council for refurbishment 

and repair of the perimeter fence. This was agreed. It was also agreed that members of the 

public, and specifically Hugh Williams, should be allowed to cut down the dead trees within 

the perimeter fence and use them as firewood.  

A Playing Field Working Group, consisting of Cllr Rajkowski, Cllr Robinson, Cllr Williams, 

Cllr Gardner, and Heidi Williams (Youth club organiser) was set up to oversee improvements 

to the Playing Field. 

 

7. A proposed budget for 2000/1 was presented, requiring a precept of £4000. This was 

proposed by Cllr Robinson, seconded by Cllr Williams, and carried.  

 

8. The proposed mowing contract for the playing field and the school field was discussed. It 

was agreed to leave a wild flower area in the school field, to be mowed only in late July. 
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9. A letter from the Chairman of Charlecote Village Meeting, inviting collaboration, was read 

out. Cllr Lambert pointed out that it was likely that they would shortly elect a new Chairman, 

and that we should wait until then to respond. This was agreed. 

 

10. Among the correspondence received by the clerk, the question of registering our 

ownership of the King George Playing Field with the Land Registry was discussed. Mr Hunter 

(who is a solicitor) considered that this was highly advisable, and it was agreed to do it. 

However Cllr Lambert pointed out that the authorisation to spend the £40 would have to be 

left to an emergency meeting, as would a request for funds from the Youth Club. 

A letter from Mrs Williams was read out requesting more swings and other play equipment 

for the playing field. 

 

11. Under AOB, the Chairman mentioned the very poor state of many of the grass verges in 

the village. It was observed that this was mainly due to lack of private parking space at the 

houses nearby, about which little could be done. 

 

After deciding to hold an emergency meeting on Jan 26, the meeting closed at 10 pm.  
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HAMPTON LUCY PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of emergency meeting held on 26 Jan 2000 in the village hall 

 

Present: 

 

Councillor Michael Woodman 

Councillor Martyn Gardner 

Councillor Hugh Willams 

Councillor John Robinson 

Mr Scaife (Clerk) 

and 0 members of the public. 

 

1. There were no declarations of interest. 

 

2. It was proposed by Cllr Williams, seconded by Cllr Robinson, and carried that £100 be 

donated to the Youth Club, to be spent on any of the items mentioned in their recent letter, 

provided that we are given a copy of the receipts, and that the club allows us sight of its 

accounts. The cheque to be delivered to John Tuck. 

 

3. It was proposed by Cllr Robinson, seconded by Cllr Williams, and carried that up to £50 

may be spent in fees to register our ownership of the King George Playing Field at the Land 

Registry, and that the value of the field be given as £1. 

 

4. It was proposed by Cllr Williams, seconded by Cllr Robinson and carried that up to £100 + 

VAT be spent on repairing the worn swing, and up to £100 + VAT on posts and fencing to fill 

the gap in the fence on the south side of the playing field. These amounts should be 

recoverable from Stratford District Council under section 136. 

 

5. The job of repairing the main iron fence between the playing field and the Stratford road 

was discussed. One quote of £4200 had been received from Halford Forge. Two more quotes 

would be required if the money were to be recovered under section 136. (Mr Scaife had 

ascertained that there appeared to be £10,000 available and as yet unclaimed for this financial 

year). It was agreed that if a contractor could be found to do the work before the end of the 

year, another emergency meeting should be called to authorise the necessary expenditure. 

 

6. The date of the March meeting was set at Wednesday 15th. 
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HAMPTON LUCY PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of an emergency meeting held on February 9, 2000 in the village hall 

 

Present: 

 

Councillor Michael Woodman 

Councillor Elaine Rajkowski 

Councillor Hugh Willams 

Councillor John Robinson 

Mr Scaife (Clerk) 

and  0  members of the public. 

 

1. There were no declarations of interest. 

 

2. Three tenders had been obtained for refurbishing the entrance gates and the “wings” on 

either side. This to involve repair, shotblasting, galvanising, powder-coating in black, and re-

hanging with bolts into the ground. The quotes ranged from £575 (VAT exempt) to £1474 + 

VAT. It was proposed by Cllr Robinson, seconded by Cllr Williams, and carried, that the 

lowest tender (from David Eastwood, blacksmith) be accepted. The contract to be placed 

immediately so that the money could be recovered before 31 March under Section 136. 

 

3. Mr Scaife explained that as a result of taking various contractors to examine the fencing it 

had become clear that the iron fence was beyond repair, being completely rusted through just 

below ground level. He presented a typed list (see attachment to agenda) of 9 proposals, 

including total replacement of the fence at a cost of at least £12,000, together with an urgent 

fund-raising campaign, beginning with an item in the Grapevine. The Playing Field Working 

Group were asked to suggest a total package of improvements, including new play equipment 

etc., coming to about £30,000, whereupon several funding agencies would be approached. 

Three tenders had been obtained for complete removal and replacement of the fencing, but it 

was agreed that we would first begin the fund-raising and go out to tender again when 

sufficient funds were assured. 

 

4. Under AOB, the invitation to councillors to the SDC Chairman’s Summer Ball were made 

known. 
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HAMPTON LUCY PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of meeting held on 15 March 2000 in the village hall. 

 

Present: 

 

Councillor Michael Woodman (Chairman) 

Councillor Elaine Rajkowski 

Councillor Martyn Gardner 

Councillor Hugh Willams 

Councillor John Robinson 

Councillor Richard Hobbs (WCC) 

Councillor Keith Lambert (SDC) 

Alan Scaife, Clerk 

 

+ 16 members of the public, including 3 from Charlecote 

 

1. There were no absentees. 

 

2. No declarations of interest were made. 

 

3. The minutes of the meeting of 20 January, and of the emergency meetings held on 26 

January and 9 February, all of which had been distributed some days earlier to council 

members, were signed by the Chairman. 

 

4. There were no matters arising from the minutes, but the Chairman explained to the public 

the decisions of the two emergency meetings. 

 

5. Mr Alistair Simpson, Traffic Calming Officer from Warwickshire County Council, then 

presented a talk, with slides, about traffic calming measures. Nine methods were described, of 

which the most effective (in that it has been found to reduce accidents by 70%) appeared to be 

speed humps, which have to be illuminated, at a total cost of about £3,000 each, including 

lamps etc. A height of 75mm appears to be best. Mrs Cox (Stratford road) stated that cars are 

even overtaking each other outside her house in the morning, and Mrs Holt stated that 

vehicles enter the village at alarming speeds from the Snitterfield road. It was felt that both 

these roads would need treatment. Mr Birch felt that something was also required on the 

corner by the school. Joint funding (25% parish/75% county) might be available but first we 

have to request a traffic survey. The clerk agreed to make such a request to WCC, pointing out 

that it must be done during the morning and evening “rush hours”. 

 

6. The election of a vice-chairman was omitted, there being some reluctance by anyone to fill 

this post. 

 

7. Cllr Gardner (Chairman of the Playing Field Working Group, PFWG) described progress 

with the playing field. The entrance gates had been refurbished and re-hung on 10 March, and 

Cllr Williams had used a new roll of forest fencing to fill the big gap on the south side of the 

playing field. He had made a start on using the rest of the roll to fill gaps in the iron fencing 

on the Stratford road side. Volunteers were called for to help plant 600 hedging plants along 

the south fence on Saturday 18 March: the school is due to plant the trees on the “nature 

reserve” on Friday 17th. The PFWG had adopted a constitution, opened a bank account, and 

made a “wish list” of new play equipment. 
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Mr Scaife (PFWG Treasurer) mentioned financial aspects: Stratford District Council were 

very likely to refund the £575 cost of the gates and the £60 for the fencing wire under section 

136. Grant applications will be made to: 

 Stratford District Council for a Capital Grant (£30,000) (never more than half is granted). 

 Landfill tax refund scheme (via Warwickshire Environmental Trust) (£10,000) 

 Awards for All (lottery) (£5,000) 

 National Playing Fields Association (not promising) 

 New Opportunities Fund (though a partner must be identified) 

The total sum required is about £30,000, of which about half is needed to replace the iron 

railings along the Stratford road (which are completely rusted through below ground level), 

and the rest for new play equipment, safe surfaces, pitch markers, benches etc. 

 

8. It was agreed to earmark £2000 for the Playing Field Fund from parish funds. 

 

9. A payment of EME invoice for repairs 102804 (£23.27 inc VAT) (lighting) was authorised. 

 

10. The payment of Mr Eastwood’s invoice for £575 (no VAT) (parks etc) for refurbishing the 

playing field gates was authorised. 

 

11. It was agreed to give the Youth Club a further £100 (Section 137) after April 1st. 

 

12. It was agreed that the parish council should purchase the park seat promised to the VEG 

(£320 + VAT) so that the VAT could be recovered. (Parks etc) 

 

13. It was confirmed that the grass mowing contract for 2000 be given to MP Garden 

Services, Wellesbourne (Mary Bloxsome), this being the lowest of the four tenders received. 

 

14. Authority was given to pay the clerk’s half-yearly salary (£400), which is less than the 

minimum rate laid down by NALC and written into the draft contract of employment to be 

submitted the to the Council for approval at its next meeting.  The council asked the clerk to 

minute their appreciation of his efforts. 

 

15. The need for additional street lighting was discussed, notably on the corner of Snitterfield 

St by the electricity transformer. Mr Broers stated that a lamp on the corner of the Close 

disappeared some years ago. No decision was reached on this matter pending a traffic survey. 

 

16. Upper Avon Navigation: an article by Peter Alun Jones, UANT Secretary, in favour of the 

UANT proposal for powered navigation between Stratford and the Grand Union Canal at 

Leamington, had been published in this month’s “Grapevine”. Charlecote villagers had been 

invited to discuss this (and to hear the traffic calming talk). Cuthbert Brown, from Charlecote, 

explained that Charlecote Village Meeting had a standing minute opposing the UANT 

proposals. The author of the article lives in Stratford, and would not suffer their consequences. 

A show of hands revealed unanimous opposition to UANT’s proposal, which was thought to 

have been rejected many years ago. 

The Council agreed to join CLEAR (the Campaign for the Leam and Avon Rivers) at an 

annual subscription of £10 (Section 137). 

 

17. Correspondence received by clerk: 

i complaint (phone call) by Mr Birch about a skip lorry parked outside the playing 

field entrance on 30 Jan; Mr Birch was present and stated that it was the law that 

commercial vehicles should return to base at night. The clerk did not consider it his 

duty, any more than any other member of the public, to report the owner of the lorry. 
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Mrs Cox stated that the lane where the lorry was parked belonged to Miss Creak, and 

was not a public highway. 

ii. Mr Evans (WCC Transport) had agreed to put our request for a 40mph speed limit 

between Hampton Lucy and Charlecote onto the review of speed management 

strategy. 

iii. Mr Hancox (WCC Divisional Surveyor) had agreed to cut down the dead elms in 

the Stratford road (alongside the playing field) and this had been done on 3 Feb. 

iv. The Chairman read a letter received from our MP, John Maples, about the 

possibility of parish councils being abolished. He has drafted a reply. 

v. The clerk read out a letter from Tony Johns complaining about the UANT article in 

the Grapevine, and suggesting we might withdraw support to the newsletter. However 

the Council felt that it was good value for money, and that Mrs Keep (the editor) had 

already been made sufficiently aware that such controversial material might be 

inappropriate for it. 

 

18. Financial statement (clerk): Savings account balance £4947.90 

      Current account balance £1062.09 

     Total                     £6009.99 

   and no outstanding accounts. 

19. AOB:  

i. The Chairman mentioned that there were allotments available, and that it had been 

decided last spring that they should be rent-free. It was agreed to publicise this. 

ii. Mrs Hunter complained about the light coming from the new nursery at Blackhill. 

Councillor Lambert stated that these lights had been installed illegally. The clerk 

agreed to pass the complaint to the planning authority, although Blackhill is not within 

the parish boundary. 

 

20. The date of the next meeting (the Annual Meeting) was set at Wednesday 3rd May, and 

because it was agreed that this would also be the Parish Meeting, it should start at 7.30 pm. 

 

The meeting closed at 10 pm. 
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HAMPTON LUCY PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of the AGM held on 3 May 2000 in the village hall at 7.30 pm. 

 

Present: 

 

Councillor Michael Woodman (Chairman) 

Councillor Elaine Rajkowski 

Councillor Martyn Gardner 

Councillor Hugh Willams 

Councillor John Robinson 

Councillor Richard Hobbs (WCC) (after 9.15 pm) 

Alan Scaife, Clerk 

 

+ 15 members of the public 

 

1. The Clerk asked for nominations for Chairman. Cllr Rajkowski nominated Cllr Woodman 

and this was seconded by Cllr Williams. There being no other nominations, Cllr Woodman 

was elected Chairman. He then signed a Declaration of Acceptance of Office. 

 

2. The Chairman presented a report on the Council’s activities since it took office on 5 

October 1999 (see annexe). 

 

3. Apologies for absence had been received from Cllr Lambert, since it was Eve of Poll in 

Stratford. 

 

4. Cllrs Williams, Robinson and Woodman declared a non-pecuniary interest in item 13 

(Village hall letter from Hugh Keep) since the first two are on the village hall committee, and 

Cllr Woodman audits its accounts. 

 

5. The minutes of the previous meeting (15 March) and the two emergency meetings (26 Jan 

and 9 Feb) (copies of all of which had been given to all the Councillors earlier) were signed 

by the Chairman. 

 

6. The Chairman signed Appendix 3 of the Audit report for 1998/9. 

 

7. A copy of the 1999/00 Receipts and Payments Accounts had earlier been given to every 

Councillor, and these were approved by the Council. 

 

8. The Clerk’s contract and job description, having been seen by every councillor earlier, was 

adopted and signed by the Chairman. 

 

9. It was agreed to continue our subscription to WALC. (£70). 

 

10. It was agreed to continue our Insurance contract with Cornhill Insurance (premium 

£129.15). 

 

11. The possibility of erecting a new signpost at the Bridge St/Church St/Snitterfield St 

junction was discussed. Cllr Rajkowsky favoured a rustic wooden version, with burnt-in 

lettering. Mr Scaife had spoken to Mr. Evans of the County Council Traffic Group, who  
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had said that non-standard signs may be permissible, and that in fact the WCC were planning 

to offer replicas of the old-fashioned WCC finger-posts. It was agreed that all concerned 

should investigate the various alternatives, and their costs. 

 

12. A request for a donation from the Samaritans was considered, but it was decided that the 

Council should decline to offer one. 

 

13. Correspondence received by Clerk and Chairman: 

 i. The Chairman had received a request from Hugh Keep, on behalf of the John Lucy 

trust, for an annual contribution of £500 from the Parish Council towards the upkeep of the 

village hall. This letter and the Chairman’s reply had been copied to all the councillors. It had 

been pointed out that there was no provision in our budget for such an amount, and that we 

were heavily committed financially with the Playing Field project.  Depending on the success 

of our grant applications, it might be possible to agree such a payment at the July council 

meeting. 

 ii. The Clerk announced that the County Council had agreed to carry out a traffic 

survey in the village in May, with a view to considering making a grant towards any traffic 

calming measures we may plan. 

 iii. Details of the forthcoming CLEAR (Campaign for Leam and Avon Rivers) AGM 

were given out. 

 iv. The new bus timings were given out on the public’s Agenda (9.51 out, 11.45 back). 

There is now only one bus per day in each direction. The second bus has been withdrawn 

owing to lack of use. 

 v. The Clerk read out the Play Area Inspection report. Since there were no items 

demanding urgent attention, it was agreed to wait until we are able to upgrade the whole area 

before attending to the comments received. 

 vi. P3 (Parish paths partnership) scheme. Instead of giving us a grant to pay for 

remedial work on paths, the County Council wants us to approach them with costings for any 

schemes we want to undertake. They may foot the bill. 

 

14. Financial statement (Clerk). 

 Savings account balance = £5351.77 

 Current account balance = £244.62 

 and no outstanding accounts. 

 

15. The date of the next parish council meeting was set at Wednesday 19 July (8 pm). 

 

Annexe: Chairman’s Report for 1999/2000 

 

“This time last year we had no Council. 

I felt it was a great let-down for the previous councillors who had worked so hard for the 

village - we have three of them here tonight, Diana Robinson, Anita Partridge and Ivor Birch. 

Ivor and Tony Johns, who had resigned earlier, had both served for many years. We were all 

very saddened by the death of our previous Chairman, Peter Taplin, last summer. We owe a 

big “thank you” to them all. 

Eventually, in November, largely on an “I will if you will” basis, we formed a Council which 

was ratified by Stratford District Council following no further nominations.  

In the five months of this Council’s life I have come to have a very high regard for my fellow 

Councillors and our Parish Clerk. 

All have put in a lot of time and enthusiasm into parish business and we are now beginning to 

see the fruits of their efforts.  
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I took great pleasure recently in a walk into the playing field - the recently refurbished gates, 

freshly mown grass, reinstated goal posts with the pitch properly marked out, the wildlife 

sanctuary which has been created by the schoolchildren and above all, the number of children 

using the field. 

I would like to mention the VEG and the organisers of the afternoon teas. The VEG has 

smartened up the village and has now arranged for a seat to be installed in the field next to the 

school for everyone to sit and contemplate. The afternoon teas are a great success in bringing 

all ages of the community together.  

Finally I must say a big “thank you” to Stratford District Council for reimbursing the cost of 

the gate refurbishing and providing all the hedging plants free, and a personal “thank you” to 

Keith Lambert for supporting our application for a capital grant towards the renewal of the 

railings and the provision of more play equipment. 

We have an exciting year in prospect.” 

 

Michael Woodman 

 

Chairman, Hampton Lucy Parish Council 
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ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 

 

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held at 8.15 pm on 3rd May 2000 in the village hall. 

 

(Meanwhile a further 11 members of the public had arrived, making a total of 26.) 

 

1. Dogs in the Playing Field. 

 

It had been publicised in the “Grapevine” and on the Notices of the Parish Meeting that the 

question of whether dogs should be allowed in the King George V Playing Field would be 

debated. The Chairman opened the discussion by reading out the anonymous letter he had 

received from a dog walker after several incidents in which wire fencing, stretched across 

gaps in the playing field fence by the council, had been cut through. The gist of this letter (see 

correspondence files) was that the council was closing the gaps to deter dog-walkers from 

entering the field, and not to prevent children running into the road, as stated on the notice 

posted in the gaps. He (or she) claimed to speak for the Stratford road residents, and said that 

if sufficient bins were provided, dog owners would collect any mess in these bins. The 

Chairman also read a letter from his neighbour, Mrs Johnson, who, although a dog owner 

herself, felt that dogs should be excluded from the playing field. 

A gentleman from Stratford road then made an appeal on behalf of dog walkers, saying that he 

had walked his dog for many years in the playing field. He also made the point that if bins 

were provided at strategic points, dog walkers would use them.  

There followed a considerable discussion in which most speakers were in favour of banning 

dogs from the field. This was confirmed by a show of hands in which the public voted 25:1 in 

favour of such a ban. 

The public were also asked whether they felt that the Council’s plan to erect a single 

continuous fence along the Stratford road was correct, and this appeared to be the general 

view. 

 

2. State of local roads. 

 

Mr Bresnen raised the question of the deteriorating state of the local roads as a result of the 

heavy agricultural machinery now being used by Bomfords (who have leased Old Pastures 

Farm from Miss Creak) to grow vegetable crops. Bev Williams said in no uncertain terms that 

we are now living in the middle of a 200 acre factory farm, and drew attention to similar 

problems around Luddington. Mr Cowperthwaite had counted 27 white vans in the fields, 

bringing immigrant workers to harvest salad onions. At 9.15 pm Councillor Hobbs arrived and 

agreed to look into the problem of road damage, and to visit the critical spots with a WCC 

Highways officer.  

 

3. Black ice in winter. 

 

One lady drew attention to the danger of black ice on the Hatton Rock road in winter. Mr. 

Scaife explained that he had taken this up in the winter with the Highway Authority, but they 

say they only have the resources to salt one road into the village, i.e. the one from Black Hill. 

They would consider salting the Hatton Rock road instead, but Mr. Birch considered that there 

is more traffic on the Black Hill road. 

 

The meeting closed at 9.30 pm 
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HAMPTON LUCY PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of meeting held on 19 July 2000 in the village hall at 8 pm. 

 

Present: 

Councillor Michael Woodman (Chairman) 

Councillor Elaine Rajkowski 

Councillor Martyn Gardner 

Councillor Hugh Williams 

Councillor John Robinson 

District Councillor Keith Lambert 

Alan Scaife, Clerk 

+ 13 members of the public 

 

1. Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Richard Hobbs (WCC) and Mrs 

Lunnon (HL School Headmistress). 

 

2. Declarations of interest were made by Cllr Williams (item 4g weedkiller reimbursement), 

by Cllr Gardner for 4h (pitch marking chemicals) and by Cllrs Woodman, Williams and 

Robinson for item 7 (Village Hall finance) (non-pecuniary). 

 

3. The Chairman signed the minutes of the May 3 AGM and Parish meeting, copies of which 

had earlier been distributed to all the councillors. 

 

4. King George V Playing Field: 

 (a) The Clerk reported that the Council’s ownership of the playing field had been 

registered on 5 May at the Gloucester Land Registry, as resolved on 26 January 2000. 

 (b) He announced that the Stratford District Council had awarded us a Capital Grant of 

£7550 (or 25% of the total scheme cost, whichever is the less) towards our playing field 

improvement scheme. £7,000 of this can be paid as soon as invoices are presented for the 

replacement of the fence. The Chairman proposed that the Council should authorise 

application for an overdraft facility with our bank in case this should become necessary but 

the Clerk thought that the Secretary of State’s approval was required for us to take a loan. 

Cllr. Lambert offered to look into the possibility of the District Council making us a loan if 

necessary. 

 (c) Three tenders were examined for the contract to remove the old fence and replace it 

with 1.2m high bow-topped fencing, galvanised and powder coated in black. The lowest was 

from Arden Fabrications, of Solihull (£11,220 + VAT) and it was resolved that this tender be 

accepted. The Clerk was instructed to place the order with this firm immediately. 

 (d) The Playing Field Working Group had met to choose play equipment to a total cost 

of £10,000 from several manufacturers. It is hoped that this will be paid for by a Biffaward 

grant (Landfill Tax Refund Scheme). The firm chosen was Wicksteed, and Cllr Gardner listed 

the items we would receive under their plan. (Medium-height slide, roundabout, see-saw, 

basket-ball net and tarmac surround, safe surfaces, bench + plaque). 

 (e) More volunteers were invited to help weed the new hedge. The Chairman stated 

that he would go there on Sunday: it was not considered necessary to allocate cash for this. 

 (f) Robert Shearsby was asked to outline his proposal for the football pitch to be used 

by the Wellesbourne Junior Football club on Sunday afternoons during the winter. He 

explained that our pitch (which is somewhat less than full size) is ideal for 9-11 year olds, and 

that they do not have such a one in Wellesbourne. They have cash to pay for winter mowing, 

marking out etc., and have public liability insurance and first aiders. Games would be between 

2pm and 3.15pm, and up to 12 cars could be expected. Mr Waterworth considered that these 
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additional cars, and the noise associated with a football match, could be regarded as a 

nuisance on a Sunday. Cllr Lambert pointed out that if the District Council were to give us 

grants, they would expect our playing field to be used. He suggested that the idea be tried out 

for a limited time (e.g. one season) on a trial basis. Cllr Gardner suggested a half-season trial. 

It was resolved unanimously that the club be invited to use the pitch from September until 

Christmas, and that the impact be reviewed at the January 2001 Council Meeting. The Clerk 

was asked to publicise an invitation to 6-9 year old children to soccer coaching at 

Wellesbourne school on Saturdays. 

 (g) It was resolved that Cllr Williams be reimbursed £22.15 for his expenditure on 

weed-killer to clear the growth along the line of the fence, in preparation for its replacement. 

 (h) Cllr Gardner was authorised to spend up to £25 on chemicals to kill the grass on 

the lines of the football pitch, prior to the use of white marking material. 

 (i) The Clerk pointed out that the Dog Ban which obtained public support at the 

Annual Parish Meeting on 3 May could not be legally implemented until the entire field is 

fenced, and the gate closed. This was therefore deferred until this is the case. 

 

5. There was a proposal to make a gate in the fence which separates the school from the 

adjacent field. The Clerk explained that this idea had arisen in a conversation between himself 

and the Headmistress, when he had asked her whether she was interested in making use of the 

VEG “Wild Flower patch” for educational purposes before it was cut down. She had said that 

they would like to make use of the field, but could not take the children round the long way 

(via the road) because of the traffic danger. The Chairman however had received three letters 

objecting to the idea, and Cllr Rajkowski had also had one. The Clerk reported that Mrs 

Lunnon (the Headmistress) had also received objections from Mrs Harrison (a school 

governor). Most of these were related to the danger represented by the river, the spiked rusty 

iron railings, and the fact that dogs were allowed into the field. It was resolved that the idea 

should be dropped. 

 

6. It was agreed that WCC should be thanked for painting the bridge railings, but that the clerk 

should enquire precisely what the rules were about weight limits for traffic crossing it. 

 

7. It was resolved that the parish council should agree to the John Lucy Trust’s request for a 

£500 annual contribution to the upkeep of the Village Hall, beginning in the current financial 

year, but that in view of the imminent heavy expenditure on the Playing Field fence, the 

Chairman would ask JLT that this payment be deferred until the fence is paid for and the VAT 

on it recovered etc. 

 

8. It was resolved to pay a grant of £200 to the PCC immediately towards churchyard mowing 

expenses. 

 

9. The Clerk summarised the result of the traffic survey carried out during June by the County 

Council at the 30 mph signs on the Stratford and Snitterfield roads. This showed an average 

85% percentile speed of 40 mph on both roads, enough to justify WCC’s 75% financial 

support for traffic calming measures. He was asked to write to WCC for Hampton Lucy to be 

put on their list for such support. Cash will not be available from WCC until next financial 

year. Meanwhile Elaine Owen (who has replaced Alistair Simpson as WCC Traffic Calming 

Officer) will write to the police to ask them to carry out speed checks in the village. Methods 

of calming were discussed: Mr Waterworth favoured road narrowing. Cllr Robinson reminded 

us that Mr Simpson had said that humps were most effective in reducing accidents, but Cllr 

Lambert pointed out that they can create noise and are ineffective with 4WD vehicles. 

 

10. Planning Applications passed round councillors: 
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(a) Hampton Lucy House (new gates)  No objections 

(b) Hampton Lucy House (tree removal)  No objections 

(c) Mount Pleasant (renewal of old application) No objections 

(d) Ryon Hill Park (extra parking)   Objections lodged 

(e) Lower Ryon Hill Farm (extensions etc)  No objections 

(f) Mr Cowperthwaite (Satellite TV dish)  No objections 

 

11. Correspondence received by Clerk: 

(a) WRVS request for donation; rejected; but Clerk to find out which charities are supported 

by SDC and WCC. 

(b) Signpost on village triangle: Roger Evans (WCC Traffic Group) has quoted £560 for a 

replica old-fashioned sign of the type installed in Norton Lindsay if it is to replace an identical 

old sign. As ours is modern but damaged, he will give us a quote for replacing ours with the 

old-fashioned type. 

(c) Diana Robinson had asked England Signs of Offenham to quote for a brass plaque 5” x 

2.5” to put on the seat recently installed in the field by the school. However the Clerk had not 

yet received a quote for this. 

(d) Mr Conchar had complained about drains being blocked in Church Street. Mr Scaife had 

passed this on to WCC Highways and thought it had been dealt with, but it has not. He will 

remind them. 

(e) Mr Hyde had complained that a short length of grass verge opposite his house in Bridge 

street is not being cut by SDC. The Clerk is chasing this up.  

(f) The Chairman asked for suggestions to put to the WCC Conservative Group meeting in 

September. None were forthcoming. 

(g) (h) The Clerk mentioned the Village Ventures Competition and the Local Heritage 

Initiative. Grants of £3-15,000 are available for the latter. 

(i) Mr Badger had drawn attention to the dangerous nature of the spiked perimeter railings 

round the field by the school (in Bridge street). As the field belongs to Miss Creak, Mr Scaife 

had asked her whether she was willing to pay for their renewal. She had replied that she was 

not: neither was she willing to sell the field to the Parish Council. No decision was taken as to 

what to do about these railings.  

(j) There was a request from VEG to replace the litter bin just left of the Boar’s Head, which 

is in very poor condition. This was noted, but replacement cannot be approved at present due 

to heavy expenditure on the Playing Field fence. 

(k) VEG also requested that the wild flower patch between the four newly Scots pine trees on 

the field by the school be strimmed and thereafter mowed as for the rest of the field. Virtually 

no flowers had appeared (despite some seed being sown) and this was agreed to. However the 

pines are growing very well. 

 

12. Financial Statement: 

 Savings a/c balance   = £6583.47 

 Current a/c balance   = £585.40 

 Less cheques not cashed £176.23, = (£6,992.64 in credit) 

 

13. The date of the next meeting was set at Wednesday 20 September 

 

The meeting closed at 9.45 pm. 

 

 

 

HAMPTON LUCY PARISH COUNCIL 
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Minutes of meeting held on 20 September 2000 in the village hall at 8 pm 

 

Present: 

 

Councillor Michael Woodman (Chairman) 

Councillor Martyn Gardner 

Councillor John Robinson        

Councillor Elaine Rajkowski 

Councillor Hugh Williams 

District Councillor Keith Lambert 

County Councillor Richard Hobbs (after 8.30) 

Alan Scaife, Clerk 

 

+ 6 members of the public 

 

1. There were no absentees. 

 

2. No declarations of interest were made. 

 

3. The Chairman signed the minutes of the previous meeting (19 July), copies of which had 

earlier been distributed to all the councillors. 

 

4. As matters arising from those minutes: 

(a) i. Cllr Lambert stated that the District Council does not give loans to parish 

councils. 

ii. The Clerk had rung the contractors for the playing field fence (Arden Fabrications) 

that afternoon, and they hoped to begin work on the fence on 2 October. 

iii. He expected the result of our Biffaward Grant Application (£10,000 for play 

equipment) in early December). 

iv. The Chairman thanked all who had helped weed the playing field hedge. 

v. Cllr Williams had watched the first football match (Wellesbourne Wanderers vs 

Middleton Cheney) and considered that it had gone off well, with no problems. Cars 

had been parked in the corner of the playing field near the service entrance. 

vi. The Chairman thanked all who had contributed to the Playing Field Fund (now 

standing at (£654) and particularly Heidi Williams and the Youth Club, who raised 

£184 from their sponsored walk. 

(b) The Clerk reported that he had been told by Roger Evans of WCC that the cost of 

replacing the sign-post on the village “triangle” (at the junction of Bridge St and 

Church St) with an “old-fashioned” one would be £650+VAT less the cost of a 

standard modern one (£264+VAT), i.e. £386. A modern one would be free to us, and 

the Council decided to ask WCC to install one of these in place of the existing rather 

battered one. The Clerk agreed to pass on this request. 

 

5. Mr. Birch was asked to explain his proposal for policing heavy vehicles crossing the river 

bridge. He proposed that volunteers should do shifts on a given day to note down vehicles 

over 7.5 tonnes crossing the bridge. Mr Scaife read out the letter he had sent to councillors 

attempting to interpret WCC engineer’s views as to what should be allowed to cross, which 

included vehicles much heavier than 15 tonnes provided the weight is distributed over several 

axles. Cllr Rajkowski feared that much time might be spent by the volunteers without a single 

heavy vehicle appearing. Finally it was resolved to put the word round that anyone seeing a 

large vehicle with chevrons on the back crossing the bridge should take its number together 
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with the time and date and inform the Clerk, who would in turn inform WCC. The Clerk was 

asked to send this idea as an item for The Grapevine. 

 

6. A set of Standing Orders had been adapted from the NALC booklet “Standing Orders and 

Chairmanship” and had been circulated to each councillor. It was resolved that these should 

be adopted by the Council. 

 

7. Mrs Susan Lampitt had completed a term of four years as the Parish Council representative 

on the Governing Body of Hampton Lucy school, and has volunteered to continue for a further 

four years. She gave a talk about her experiences as a governor with a particular responsibility 

for literacy. The Council thanked her and agreed that she should continue as its governor. 

 

8. Payments were authorised as follow: 

 (a) £120.44 for a new cradle seat for the toddler swing (reclaimable under section 136) 

 (b) £120 to the Grapevine (our annual contribution) 

 (c) Clerk’s half-year salary £400 

 (d) £5.81 to WALC for Standing Orders booklet 

 (e) £500 to Village Hall management committee once fence is paid for, VAT 

 recovered, and 2nd half of precept received. 

 

9. An internal auditing procedure was approved whereby the Clerk will submit the accounts to 

the Chairman every three months. 

 

10. It was resolved to request a triennial audit in view of the fact that the Clerk will have been 

in post for a full year on 1st October (a necessary condition). 

 

11. The Chairman read out a letter from Mr. Kees Broers about the need for about three extra 

street lamps in the village. Cllr Robinson considered that people living near the proposed 

lamps should be consulted before any action was taken, and Cllr Rajkowski thought that the 

views of the whole village should be sought. Cllr Lambert asked whether we had considered 

doing a Parish Appraisal, as this would improve our chances of SDC financial support for any 

such improvements. (SDC gives “amenity” funding, whereas WWC gives “essential” 

funding).  44 of the 110 parishes have made an appraisal. The Clerk was asked to invite 

Rebecca Frost, the SDC Parish Appraisals Officer, to an informal meeting of the council to 

hear what is involved. It was resolved to defer the question of lighting and possibly include it 

in an appraisal. Cllr Hobbs pointed out that an appraisal will take at least 9 months. 

 

12. Street drains. The Clerk had tried to obtain a full report on the unblocking of the street 

drains, but Mr. Lewis, the WCC officer responsible, was unavailable due to an accident. 

However most of the drains are now flowing properly. 

 

13. Planning application outcomes from SDC: Mr Cowperthwaite’s application to install a 

satellite dish had been refused, but he intends to appeal. 

 

14. Financial statement: 

 Savings a/c balance = £6083.47 

 Current a/c balance =   £245.63 

 Total                      =  £6329.10 

15. Correspondence received by Clerk: 

 Request for gifts/cash from Fire Service - declined. 

 Meeting on Aircraft Noise in Charlecote on 28 Sept. 7.30 pm. 

 Inspector Ward now Sector Inspector for Stratford South. 
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 The bus timetable is now 10.26 am out, 13.10 pm back, giving 2½ hours in town, 

which appears to satisfy most passengers. 

 

16. Under Any Other Business Cllr Gardner asked about progress with traffic calming. The 

Clerk explained that we were on the list for possible 75% support from WCC in next financial 

year as a result of the survey done by them. He pointed out that we would need to budget for 

the remaining 25% in December, so we should really begin to decide what is required. Cllr 

Hobbs promised to find out what our prospects are of getting WCC funds next year.  

 Cllr Rajkowski had been asked by a parishioner whether the Council could do 

anything about the “puma” which was sighted recently on the Scar Bank. Mr. Birch said it was 

a black panther which only killed small mammals. It had also been seen some time ago on Cllr 

Hobbs’ farm. However nobody could suggest what action might be taken. 

 

17. The date of the next meeting was set at Wednesday 15 November. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 9.55 pm. 
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1. There were no absentees. 

 

2. Declarations of interest were made by Cllrs Robinson and Rajkowski in relation to items 14 

f and g. 

 

3. The Chairman signed the minutes of the previous meeting (20 September), copies of which 

had been earlier been distributed to all the councillors. 

 

4. Matters arising: Cllrs Rajkowski and Williams had attended the meeting in Charlecote on 

aircraft noise held in Charlecote on 28 September, and had completed the questionnaire, as 

had Cllr Hobbs. 

 

5. Playing field:  

(a) Payment of the bill for the new playing field fence (£11,220 + VAT to Arden 

Fabrications) was approved subject to a final inspection by the Clerk and at least one 

Councillor. Currently the work is held up by a shortage of fencing units. 

(b) Safety inspection report dated 12/9/00. Mr Scaife and Cllr Williams had met Chris 

Wood of SDC on the playing field today and Mr Wood had suggested a modification 

of the climbing frame which should satisfy the inspectors. Cllr Williams will carry out 

the proposed modification. Cllr Hobbs pointed out that some parish councils carry out 

their own safety inspection monthly. 

(c) We are being pressed by the National Playing Fields Association to register the 

playing field as a charity under the King George V scheme. Some councillors have not 

yet read all the literature, so this was taken for circulation. The clerk agreed to seek 

legal advice on the subject through WALC. 

(d) It was resolved that we should apply for a bylaw to ban dogs from the playing field, 

and the Clerk was instructed to do this. 

(e) It was agreed that a padlock and chain be purchased for the new service gates at the 

western end of the field and that the gates be kept locked, with a notice to say where 

the keys are available. The Chairman mentioned that the three iron bollards which 

marked the most westerly entrance through the old railings had been stored at Cllr 

Rajkowski’s house, and might be used to display such a notice. 

(f) It was agreed that the Clerk should apply to the District Council for a Play Area 

Grant of £10,000 (of which a maximum of half might be granted) to go towards the 

new play equipment in case our Biffaward application is unsuccessful. 

(g) It was agreed to reapply to Awards for All for £5,000 for safe surfaces and/or play 

equipment; the Playing Field Working Group Constitution has been amended to meet 

their requirements. 

(h) Now that the new fence is nearly complete, the roadside verge outside it is in need 

of considerable attention to remove heaps of garden waste, tree stumps and small 

bushes, etc, and to improve the parking area opposite the Stratford road houses. Mr. 

Scaife has written to the Divisional Surveyor (Mervyn Hancox) to enlist his support, 

since the verge belongs to WCC. Cllr. Hobbs said he would also look into it. 

 

6. The Council had had a talk on 2nd Nov about Parish Appraisal Schemes by Rebecca Frost 

(SDC) and the Chairman expressed the Council’s appreciation of it. Parishioners will be 

sounded out (e.g. via The Grapevine) to assess the level of interest, and an open meeting will 

be held in the new year, the date of which will be fixed at the January PC meeting. Cllrs 

Lambert and Hobbs both believed that it should be a parish, rather than a village, appraisal. 
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7. Mr. Birch was invited to put forward his ideas for a village emergency team. He pointed out 

that we were ill prepared for crises such as aeroplane crashes, floods, gas explosions (the main 

pipeline passes through the park), bridge closures or heavy snowfalls. Mr. Scaife drew 

attention to the County Council’s Emergency Planning Unit, to whom he has given details of 

councillors’ telephone numbers etc. It was agreed to invite Mick Potter, who leads this unit, to 

come and talk to a future PC meeting before this idea is progressed.  

 

8. It was agreed that a plaque be purchased for the seat on the field by the school at a cost of 

£46.60 +VAT, bearing the words: AD 2000 Presented by Hampton Lucy Parish Council. 

 

9. It was agreed to purchase a replacement  “Osprey” litter bin from SDC at a cost of £72 + 

VAT to replace the one on the wall to the left of the Boar’s Head. However the wall fell down 

last Monday night and we will await its rebuilding before buying the bin. 

 

10. The Clerk’s salary of £800/year for the current financial year was approved. 

 

11. The Clerk presented the 1999/2000 Audit report, which received an unqualified opinion, 

and Appendix 3 was signed by the Chairman. We have been granted a triennial audit on 

condition that (a) there is no change of clerk and (b) income does not exceed £5,000 a year. 

The Chairman thought this should not include grants, but Cllr Hobbs said that it does. 

 

12. The Chairman raised the question of hedges being grubbed out by local farmers. Cllr 

Lambert said that information about this was obtainable from the SDC Planning Officer, and 

Mr Scaife agreed to write for this. 

 

13. The possibility of raising the level of the Charlecote road, which occasionally floods to a 

depth of about 6 inches, was discussed. It was felt that this would prove very expensive and 

might have the effect of damming the flow and causing it to back up towards the village. The 

idea was therefore dropped. 

 

14. Planning applications: SDC decisions 
  a. Mount Pleasant (Permission with conditions: circulated to Council) 

 b. Hatton Bank Farm (ditto) 

 c. Hampton Lucy House; replace conservatory: granted 

 d. Lower Ryon Hill Farm; extension: refused on aesthetic grounds 

 e. Hatton Bank Farm; outbuildings to be used as offices: granted 

 f. Avonford cottage; convert pergola to car-port: granted 

 g. J. Robinson; extension; granted 

 Planning applications passed round Council: 
 a. Ryon Hill Park; construction of generator building; letter from contractors. 

 b. Geoff Cowperthwaite; satellite dish (revised) 

In response to our objections to further development at Ryon Hill Park, the Council 

had received an invitation to visit the site. The Chairman will follow up this invitation. 

 

15. Correspondence received by Clerk: 

(a) Duncan Lord WCC proposes to make a “passing bay” on the A439 opposite its T-

junction with the Hatton Rock lane. This would be a 1.5m deep “lay-by” cut into the 

western verge. We have asked that a proper “turning right” lane be created in the 

middle of the A439 for traffic coming from Stratford and turning in towards Hatton 

Rock; and also that southbound traffic on the A439 be warned of the junction. We are 

told that our proposals are too expensive. 

(b) The green triangle at the junction of Bridge St and Church St is continually being 

eroded by vehicle wheels. Doreen Bloxsome has suggested that kerbstones be put 

round it. 
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(c) John Williams, on the other hand, has written to suggest the triangle be replaced by 

a simple T-junction which would solve the above problem and also slow down the 

traffic. Both (b) and (c) were put on hold for the consideration of the Parish Appraisal 

Group, if formed. Mr. Williams also proposed a roundabout near the playing field 

entrance as a traffic calming measure. Cllr Hobbs thought that this would be 

unacceptable to the County Council. 

(d) Elaine Owen WCC e-mails to say that the outcome of our request for WCC 

financial support for traffic calming measures will be known early in the next financial 

year. Cllr Hobbs said that there was no need for us to include our contribution in next 

year’s budget, since we would be allowed to pay it in the following financial year if the 

traffic calming measures are installed in 2001/2. 

(e) Mr Scaife mentioned Warwickshire Health Authority’s “Healthy Lives” 

competition. It was agreed that he should put in an entry for it, stressing our work on 

the playing field. 

(f) Chiltern trains wish to publicise their new Parkway station near Warwick. 

(g) The Wellesbourne Junior football club will play its last fixture of the year on our 

pitch on 19 November. There have been no complaints about their matches. 

 

16. Financial statement: Current account balance  £421.57 

      Savings account balance   £6,914.49 

       Total                                £7,336.06 No outstanding bills 

 

17. It was agreed that the Finance Committee Meeting would be held at Cllr Woodman’s  

house at 8 pm on Tuesday 12 December. 

 

18. AOB Pippa Perez-de-Albeniz (Neighbourhood Watch representative for The Close) 

described how the NW responded to the burglaries and car theft which occurred on the 

evening of Monday 13 Nov. She also mentioned the dangers of black ice on the Hatton Rock 

road, which we raised with WCC last winter. 

 

19. The next meeting of the Parish Council was fixed for Wednesday 17 January at 7.30 pm. 
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HAMPTON LUCY PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of meeting held on 17 January 2001 in the village hall at 7.30 pm 

 

Present: 

 

Councillor Michael Woodman (Chairman) 

Councillor Martyn Gardner 

Councillor John Robinson        

Councillor Elaine Rajkowski 

Councillor Huw Williams 

Alan Scaife, Clerk 

 

+ 5 members of the public 

 

Before proceeding to the Agenda the Chairman announced that the John Lucy Trust has 

granted us £3,500 towards the cost of new play equipment for the playing field. He also 

mentioned that the Council had visited Ryon Hill Park Development on 9 January at the 

invitation of the developers, Stannifer Developments Ltd. 

 

1. Apologies for absence had been received from Councillors Lambert and Hobbs. 

 

2. There were no declarations of interest. 

 

3. The Chairman signed the minutes of the previous meeting (15 November 2000), copies of 

which had earlier been distributed to all Councillors. 

 

4. Mr. Mick Potter of the Warwickshire County Council’s Emergency Planning Unit gave a 

talk about the Unit and its activities. He explained that its main role is to co-ordinate the 

activities of all the local authority and voluntary bodies which might be involved in the event 

of a major emergency. The Parish Emergency Plan (containing numerous useful items of 

information for use in an emergency) will be updated and a copy made for each Council 

member. 

 

5. Matters arising: Mr Scaife read out a letter from the NALC legal department stating that we 

had no choice in the matter of registering Hampton Lucy Playing Field as a charity. It was 

therefore resolved that this should be done without further delay. 

 

6, 7, 8. Payment was approved for (6) a padlock for the Playing Field service gate (£7 to Cllr 

Williams); (7) 3 spare keys for the above (£8.75 to Mr Scaife); (8) modifications to the 

climbing frame to meet safety requirements (Cllr Williams, £20). 

 

9. Payment of our affiliation fee to the Council for Voluntary Service (£27.50) was approved. 

 

10. It was resolved to apply for a Dog Ban byelaw to be applicable to the King George V 

Playing Field, Hampton Lucy, and  

(a) to authorise the sealing by two named councillors of the byelaws, and 

(b) to authorise the Clerk to the Parish Council to carry out the necessary procedures and 

apply to the Secretary of State for confirmation. 
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11. A proposal to appoint a Playing Field Warden to carry out a weekly inspection of the play 

equipment and litter pick was considered, but a decision was deferred until the playing field 

has been thoroughly tidied up in the spring. 

 

12. Mr. Scaife read out a letter from Chris Knowles, Manager of Wellesbourne Wanderers 

Under-11 football team, thanking the Council for use of the pitch and requesting to continue 

using it throughout this season and next, on Sunday afternoons from 1.30 till 3.30 p.m. It was 

agreed that this request should be granted, provided that nothing happens to make the Council 

change its mind. Mr. Scaife was asked to obtain a fixture list from Mr. Knowles. 

 

13. A budget for the financial year 2001/2 (agreed at a Finance Committee meeting held on 12 

Dec 00) was ratified, and a precept of £6000 agreed. Details were distributed to all present. 

 

14. A date for the Village Appraisal meeting was discussed, and it was decided that in view of 

the poor turn-out in winter, this should be deferred until April. 

 

15. It was agreed to send out invitations to tender for the mowing contract in the near future. 

Cllr Rajkowski favoured simply inviting Ms Bloxsome to continue, but it was felt advisable, 

both from the legal and practical points of view, to invite others to tender also.  

 

16. Planning application decisions from SDC 

 (a) Geoff Cowperthwaite’s satellite dish now approved  

 (b) Ryon Hill generator building approved 

      Planning applications seen by Council 

 (a) Ryon Hill Park - lighting details 

 

17. Correspondence etc received by Clerk 

 (a) Air quality report from SDC apparently satisfactory. 

 (b) Mervyn Hancox WCC had responded to our request for help in tidying up the 

verge  

 alongside the playing field. He has no funds for this, but may be able to provide some 

 help if we make plan and provide the cash. 

 (c) Sean O’Grady SDC Director of planning sent good wishes on his retirement. 

 (d) Tony Perks, Senior Auditor, wrote to say that we cannot have triennial audit status  

 in 2000/1 if income including grants exceeds £5,000. 

 (e) A letter dated 12 Nov 00 from Charlecote Village Meeting, asking us to support 

 their anti-flying-noise campaign, was read out. The Clerk was instructed to send a 

letter  of support to Mr Prosser, SDC Chief Executive, and to find out from him what the 

 rules are as regards landings by privately-owned helicopters, since that of Mr Wynford 

 Dore at Hampton Lucy House is causing concern. 

 (f) James Fretwell, our Parish Paths liaison officer, has left, and will be replaced by 

 Sarah Manchester wef 22 Jan. 

 (g) After numerous complaints, our bus service was transferred from Stratford Blue to 

 Johnsons on 12 Dec 00. The timetable remains the same. 

 (h) Mr. G Lewis of the WCC Divisional Office has quoted us £900 to install precast 

 concrete kerbs, and £700 for granite setts, around the green “triangle” at the junction 

 of Bridge street and Church street. We would have to pay for this. After some 

 discussion it was decided that Mr Scaife should arrange a site meeting there shortly. 

 (i) Mr Scaife mentioned a phone call from Mrs Gardner at Hatton Rock, complaining 

 about the lack of gritting on that road. WWC will provide the grit if we pay for a bin 

 (approx £100). Mrs G says she is willing to spread it. No decision. 
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 (j) Our MP, John Maples, has written and offered to meet us if the UANT proposals 

 look like going ahead. 

 (k) WCC have replaced the “Hampton Lucy” sign on the Charlecote road, which 

 disappeared in the November storms. 

 

18. Financial Statement: Current account balance =  £3.85 

            Savings account balance = £27.24 

             Total               =£31.09 

 

19.  Under AOB, Mr Birch mentioned that the two stiles on the riverside permissive path 

 have collapsed. Mr. Scaife promised to follow this up. Mr Broers requested that the 

 Clerk should get some material analysed from the gravel piles in the playing field. Mr 

 Scaife mentioned that our Audit bill for 1999-2000 was double that of the previous 

 year, despite everything being presented on time, and with no complaints from the 

 auditors. It was agreed that we should protest about this.  

 

20.  The next meeting was set for 7.30 p.m. on Wednesday 14 March  

 

 The meeting closed at 9.45 p.m. 
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HAMPTON LUCY PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of meeting held on 14 March 2001 in the village hall at 7.30 pm 

 

Present: 

 

Councillor Michael Woodman (Chairman) 

Councillor Martyn Gardner 

Councillor John Robinson        

Councillor Elaine Rajkowski 

Councillor Huw Williams 

Alan Scaife, Clerk 

Cllr Keith Lambert (SDC) 

Cllr Richard Hobbs (WCC) (after 8 pm) 

 

+ 10 members of the public 

 

1. There were no absentees. 

 

2. Cllr Williams declared a pecuniary interest in item 9 (mole control). 

 

3. The Chairman signed the minutes of the previous meeting (January 17) and of the Finance 

meeting (12 December 2000), copies of which had earlier been distributed to all councillors. 

 

4. Matters arising: Mr Scaife read an e-mail from the planning officer about helicopters flying 

from private gardens; SDC Planning have promised to follow this up. He had contacted the 

Rural Conservation Agency about the broken stiles on the riverside permissive path, but 

because of the Foot and Mouth Disease outbreak, it may be some time before they are 

repaired. 

 

5. Linda Griffin, Property Manager of Charlecote Park, gave a talk inviting Hampton Lucy 

parishioners to join Charlecote and Loxley in their “Privilege Card” scheme whereby we are 

allowed free entry into the park grounds, orangery and shop. This offer was gratefully 

accepted by the Council. 

 

6. Stratford road verge: 

(a) It was agreed to accept Mr Barnes’ estimate of £345 to level and reseed the grass 

verge alongside the playing field. 

(b) The question of creating a tarmacked parking layby on the verge was discussed. At 

present many cars and vans are being parked there, making an unsightly mess. Mr 

Scaife reported that SWHA may be willing to pay to tarmac this, but Mrs Cox and 

Miss Bunn said they did not want to look at cars. It was agreed to seek an opinion 

from the Parish Appraisal, if it goes ahead. 

(c) Several flowering cherry trees have been offered to us by John Williams for 

planting on the verge, but Mr Broers warned that cherry roots might damage the road. 

 

7. Dog ban for King George V playing field: 

(a) Cllr Woodman and Cllr Rajkowski were nominated to sign the byelaw. 

(b) Two copies of the byelaw were signed and sealed. 

(c) The Clerk was authorised to spend up to £40 to advertise the byelaw in The 

Stratford Herald on March 29. 
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8. The Council ratified the choice of play equipment (Wicksteed, £10,000 inc. VAT) made by 

the Playing Field Working Group, and agreed with the plan to add a skate board ramp. 

 

9. It was agreed to accept Cllr Williams’ tender of £250 to control the moles on the playing 

field, which included a monthly check not offered by another contractor giving a higher quote. 

The Chairman thanked Cllr Williams for all the work he had done freely on the playing field. 

 

10. It was agreed to give the annual mowing contract again to Ms Bloxsome, who provided 

the lower of two quotes received. (5 contractors had been approached; 3 failed to reply). 

 

11. The Chairman invited everybody to join in a playing field “cleanup” on 17th April (24th if 

weather bad) to weed the hedge, clear dead branches and level mole hills. 

 

12. It was agreed that the section 136 payment due from SDC for litter-picking done by the 

VEG should be repaid to that group. 

 

13. There is to be a parish spring-clean (litter-picking) on 21 April as part of National Spring-

clean day; VEG will advertise it in the Grapevine. 

 

14. Traffic calming; the Chairman mentioned that Ryon Hill Park has offered to pay our 

fraction (up to £2,500) of the cost. Cllr Hobbs gave out some results from our traffic survey 

and considered that the results were less serious than for some villages. He thought that the 

Stratford road should be the first priority, with a “warning hump” followed by at least one 

proper hump under a light. The 30 mph sign on this road needs moving further out. 

Snitterfield street also needs a warning followed by a hump under a light. Every parish 

household must be given a leaflet from WCC describing the plans. We were advised to make 

our own proposals and send them to WCC.  

 

15. Mr Scaife had had a letter from WCC stating that more money is likely to become 

available for improved bus services. He passed round a picture of a “Roadside” (Maceman 

and Amstad) bus shelter which is available free, but the Council rejected the design as being 

out of keeping with the village. Cllr Hobbs pointed out that shelters tend to be used by youths 

to congregate. The ladies who use the bus (Mrs Cox and Miss Bunn) were in favour of a 

shelter. This can be referred to the Appraisal team. 

 

16. Payment of the Clerk’s half-yearly salary of £400 (inc. expenses) was approved. 

 

17. It was agreed to pursue our dispute about the 99-00 audit fee with the Audit Commission 

and our MP. 

 

18. Planning applications have been granted by SDC for  

(a) Wynford Dore’s entrance gates (Hampton Lucy House) 

(b) Ingon Brook wall cladding and vehicle crossing 

and the parish council had seen another from The Field House, Hatton Bank for an extension, 

without objections. 
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19. Correspondence received by clerk: 

(a) The “green triangle” at the Bridge street/Church street junction has been put on Mr 

Evans’ (WCC) “minor works” list for 2001/2. 

(b) Mr Scaife announced that the CLEAR AGM would be held on 22 May at 7.30 pm 

at the Portcullis club, Warwick. Cllr Hobbs said that WCC has heard nothing about 

fresh Avon navigation proposals, but that it would oppose any made. 

(c) Next Wootten Wawen meeting announced. 

 

20. Financial statement: Current account balance   £709.27 

      Savings account balance approx  £1650 

      Total          approx      £2360 

 

21.  AOB   Mr Waterworth suggested that we need more attractive street lamps. 

Cllr Hobbs mentioned that audit fees had doubled this year in many parishes. 

Mr Scaife mentioned that the Village Hall Committee was planning to run a first aid course, 

and would like financial support from the Parish Council. There seemed to be little support for 

this. 

 

22. The next meeting was scheduled for Wed 16 May, 7.30, to be followed at about 8 pm by 

the Annual Parish Meeting. 

 

The meeting closed at 9.40 pm 
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HAMPTON LUCY PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of an Emergency meeting held on 4 April 2001 in the village hall at 7.30 pm 

 

Present: 

 

Councillor Michael Woodman (Chairman) 

Councillor John Robinson        

Councillor Huw Williams 

Alan Scaife, Clerk 

 

Apologies: Cllrs Rajkowski and Gardner 

 

1. There were no declarations of interest. 

 

2. It was agreed to pay £1148 to Biffa Waste Services as our contribution to Biffaward for 

their grant of £11,480 towards our new play equipment. In return for this contribution, Biffa 

will pay the grant to the Warwickshire Environmental Trust, who will settle the bill for 

£10,000 worth of play equipment, inclusive of VAT. (We will not be able to reclaim the 

VAT). 

 

3. Proposed skate board ramp: the Chairman mentioned that he had looked at a ramp in 

Ledbury and spoken to a boy who told him that a “quarter-pipe” ramp would not prove very 

popular, as it is insufficiently challenging. Mr Scaife had heard a similar story from Mrs 

Rajkowski, and had inspected the ramps at Wellesbourne and Lighthorne Heath. The latter is 

the Wicksteed “half-pipe” with a steel frame, and now costs £13,522 (ex-VAT) installed. It 

was agreed that our grant applications to Awards for All and SDC be redirected towards a 

ramp (since the cost of the other play equipment should now be covered by the Biffaward) but 

that if sufficient funds are obtained, the question of type of ramp and manufacturer should be 

thoroughly re-examined. 

 

4. Cllr Gardner had made some samples of our “Charlecote Privilege Card” and these were 

examined and approved. Mr Scaife will advertise their availability in The Grapevine. 

 

5. Mr Scaife passed on Cllr Barnes’ invitation to a meeting about Long Marston airport, to be 

held in Stratford Town Hall on April 18 at 7.30.  

 

The meeting closed at 8.30 pm. 
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HAMPTON LUCY PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of meeting held on 16 May 2001 in the village hall at 7.30 pm 

 

Present: 

 

Councillor Michael Woodman (Chairman) 

Councillor Martyn Gardner 

Councillor John Robinson        

Councillor Elaine Rajkowski 

Alan Scaife, Clerk 

Cllr Keith Lambert (SDC) 

Cllr Richard Hobbs (WCC) (after 8 pm) 

 

+ 8 members of the public 

 

1. The Clerk asked for nominations for Chairman. Cllr. Woodman’s name was proposed by 

Cllr Rajkowski and seconded by Cllr Robinson. There being no other nominations, Cllr 

Woodman was re-elected as Chairman, and signed a Declaration of Acceptance of Office. 

 

2. His Annual Report is given as an annexe. 

 

3. Apologies for absence had been received from Cllr Williams and Cllr Hobbs. 

 

4. There were no declarations of interest in items in the agenda. 

 

5. The minutes of the meeting of 14 March and the Emergency Meeting of 4 April, copies of 

which had earlier been given to all councillors, were signed by the Chairman. 

 

6. There were no matters arising from these minutes. 

 

7. The annual subscription to WALC (£74) was approved. 

 

8. It was agreed that the Council’s insurance should be increased by £99.75 to £241.81 to 

include All Risks cover for the £10,000 worth of new play equipment, to be installed in late 

June. (The equipment will be paid for by Biffaward). It was agreed not to insure the street 

lamps. Payment of the premium was approved. 

 

9. Playing field: outside verge beside Stratford road: Mr Scaife reported that he was not at all 

happy with the work carried out by Mr. Rodney Barnes, and asked for some councillors to 

come and inspect it the following Sunday (20 May). The new fence has been damaged in 

several places, and the damage has been repaired by Arden Fabrications at a cost of £96 (ex-

VAT). There was a complaint about the cars parked along the Stratford road by members of 

the Wellesbourne Football Club when they play here. An additional £200 of expenditure on 

the is verge was approved, but this was to include the cost of repairing the fence. 

 

10. It was agreed to pay the annual CLEAR subscription (Campaign for the Leam and Avon 

Rivers) of £10. 

 

11. Expenditure of up to £100 was approved to buy a filing cabinet and fittings for the clerk. 
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12. A copy of the 2000/1 Receipts and Payments accounts had been given to each councillor, 

and the accounts were approved. 

 

13. Mr. Scaife had received a communication from UK Villages, an organisation which allows 

villages to create a website for themselves on the World Wide Web, and asked whether we 

wished to register with it. It can be used to advertise local businesses. Although it was stated 

that Dr Cockshull was thought to be looking into the question of creating a village website, 

the Council thought that UKVillages was worth trying out, as being a quicker solution. 

 

14. Planning applications:  

 Applications passed round Council: 

 (a) The Field House, Hatton Bank lane; extension.   No objections 

 (b) Jasmine cottage, Church St.; new chimney, lounge alterations. No objections 

 (c) Grove Fields Farm; Barn conversion to 3 holiday cottages. Some queries; 

 The Chairman has asked the Planning department to ensure that all the rights of way 

 are preserved around Grove Fields farm before this is approved. 

 (d) Ryon Hill Park; extra parking.     Objections 

 (e) Ryon Hill Park; new building - Lake House   Some objections 

 (f) Ryon Hill Park; new building - Avon House   Several queries 

 (g) Ryon Hill Park; temporary access road    Very strong 

 objections 

 

15. Correspondence etc received by Clerk: 

(a) Best Kept village competition 2001. In view of the fact that the church tower is 

shrouded in plastic, the wall by the pub is being rebuilt, the playing field is not yet 

ready, and numerous people are extending their homes, it was not thought appropriate 

to consider entering this competition. 

 (b) Godfrey-Payton; OK to attach new litter bin to wall when rebuilt. 

 (c) Diana Robinson; thanks for £43 from litter-picking grant. 

 (d) Bomfords have responded to Clerk’s request to respect roadside verges, and 

 promised to do so; especially opposite the playing field. 

 (e) Roger Evans WCC; green triangle - cannot say yet whether WCC will kerb it. 

 

16. Financial statement:  Current account balance    £388.68 

         Savings a/c balance approx   £3152.00 

    Total,                      approx   £3540.68  

 

17. AOB None 

 

18.  The next meeting was fixed for Wednesday 18 July at 7.30 pm. 

 

The meeting closed at 8.10 pm and was immediately followed by the Annual Parish Meeting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Annexe: Chairman’s Report for 2000/1 
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My concluding remark  last year was “We have an exciting year in prospect”. 

So what has happened in the past 12 months? 

Hopefully, the village hall is now on a more secure financial footing, courtesy of the 

landlord, the John Lucy Trust. The Trust proposed a rent-sharing scheme whereby the P.C.C. 

paid 1/3, the Parish Council 1/3 and the Village Hall Management Committee the remaining 

third. The Trust will continue to meet normal landlord’s expenses. 

Stratford D.C. awarded a grant of £7,550 towards the railings and play equipment. £7,000 

would be paid as soon as the new railings were installed. The railings were completed in 

January at a total cost of £13,200 (inc. VAT) which we were able to meet and remain solvent. 

We were approached by the Wellesbourne Junior Football Club and they now use our 

pitch regularly throughout the season. It is very satisfying to provide a facility which gives so 

much pleasure to the youngsters and their supporters. 

The  County Council carried out a traffic survey at our request and the result showed 

clearly the need for traffic  calming in the village. This has been pursued and we are now 

waiting confirmation from W.C.C. that our proposals will be implemented during this 

financial year. [Unfortunately, no - A.S] 

The Council suffered a setback late last year when we learned that our application for a 

grant from Biffa for new play equipment had been deferred. We were told not to be 

despondent, Biffa had an overwhelming  demand for help but had limited funds available at 

that time. Eventually we heard that Biffa had agreed to meet our grant application in full 

(providing £10,000 worth of equipment) so the Council had reason to feel over the moon 

when the JLT boosted the fund with a contribution of £3,500. 

The fund has also benefited by some £650 from donations made locally by   parishioners. 

All these contributions prove that the Council is providing what the people want. 

Play equipment has been ordered and we hope it will be installed shortly. Many of the 

older children have requested a skateboard ramp and we are currently seeking funds from 

several sources. 

The Council has crossed swords with the District Auditor before but this year matters 

have really come to a head. The cost of audit has risen by over 100% in the past year and we 

cannot get a satisfactory explanation. We have referred the matter to the Audit Commission 

and for the time being the account remains unpaid. We consider the fee charged to be 

outrageous. 

The VEG group continually strive to keep the village tidy with regular plantings and 

litter-picks. No one can have missed the bright displays of hyacinths tucked in wherever 

possible! Our thanks to Diana Robinson and her team of womblers ! 

Finally, I want to close by thanking all our Council Members for their help and support - 

that’s Martyn, Elaine, John and Huw who is not with us this evening. All of them have given 

freely and willingly of their time in all Council matters. They’ve got on with the manual jobs 

required in the playing field . Of course I must also mention so many of you here tonight who 

have often braved  the weather to help. 

Every Council needs a dynamo to power up the members and we’ve certainly got one in 

our Parish Clerk, Alan Scaife. I doubt if there are any charitable funds that he hasn’t 

approached and we must recognise that the greater part of our success is down to him. Thank 

you Alan – that’s not a formal ‘thank you’ but a very sincere one. 

 

 

 

 

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 

 

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held at 8.15 on 16 May 2001 in the village hall. 
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(Meanwhile a further 6 members of the public had arrived, making a total of 14.) 

 

The Chairman opened the meeting by describing the visit by himself, Cllr Rajkowski and 

Mr. Scaife to Ryon Hill Park on 14 May at the invitation of the developers, Messrs Stannifers, 

to discuss their planning application for a temporary access road from the Hatton rock lane to 

the site of the new Avon House building, shortly to be built. He explained that they propose to 

lay geotextile matting across the field, and that the construction would take about a year. 

Cllr Hobbs had written a strong letter of objection to the scheme, and had spoken with 

Davis Lees, the WCC officer who had given approval for the scheme to go ahead. Their 

suggestion was to impose such onerous conditions on the developer (widen the top of the 

Hatton Bank Lane, narrow it down again and replant hedges afterwards, grit lane in winter 

etc) that Stannifers would not consider it worthwhile. 

Mr Broers considered the application was just a wheeze to provide a second permanent 

entrance because the existing main entrance cannot cope with the huge number (800) of cars 

using the site. 

Mr Critchley said there was no need to grant permission, as there was no reason why the 

construction vehicles should not use the main site entrance, but Bev Williams feared they may 

not need it to cross a field, as agricultural vehicles do. During the councillors’ visit on 14 

May, it had become clear that Stannifer’s main reason for want the new access road was to 

avoid having to route construction traffic past the recently completed Boathouse, for which 

they were just about to sign up tenants. 

Cllr Rajkowski mentioned that Stannifers were carrying out a survey to find out where all 

the employees at Ryon Hill came from, with a view to making a Green Transport plan. 

Bev Willams wanted to know whether the police are consulted about such a scheme, as 

there was general agreement that it would prove very dangerous to users of Hatton Rock lane.  

Cllr Lambert said he had no power to challenge the County Council’s opinion about the 

suitability of the lane for such access, and urged the Parish Council to send a representative to 

the planning meeting. 

However Cllr Hobbs was asked to go back to Mr Lees and point out that there was 

insufficient reason why the construction traffic should not use the main gate. 

Some parishioners had distributed protest letters to most households in the parish for 

signing and sending to SDC Planning department. The clerk was asked to find out how many 

had been received there, and to inform Stannifers of the extent of the protest. 

The meeting closed at 9.30 pm. 

 

[The outcome was (a) that Cllr Hobbs saw David Lees the following morning and 

persuaded him to withdraw his letter and suggest use of the main entrance and (b) 96 

objections had been received, and on hearing this, Stannifers agreed to withdraw the 

application - AS] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HAMPTON LUCY PARISH COUNCIL 
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Minutes of meeting held on 18 July 2001 in the village hall at 7.30 pm 

 

Present: 

 

Councillor Michael Woodman (Chairman) 

Councillor Martyn Gardner 

Councillor John Robinson        

Councillor Huw Williams 

Alan Scaife, Clerk 

Cllr Keith Lambert (SDC) 

 

+ 3 members of the public 

 

1. Apologies for absence had been received from Cllr Hobbs. 

 

2. There were no declarations of interest in items in the agenda. 

 

3. The minutes of the meeting of 16 May, plus those of the annual parish meeting on the same 

date, copies of which had been had earlier been given to all councillors, were signed by the 

Chairman. 

 

4. Matters arising: Mr. Scaife thanked Cllr Gardner for providing us with a filing cabinet free. 

 

5. The Chairman expressed his sadness that Elaine Rajkowski had resigned from the council, 

and noted the valuable contribution she had made to our work. Her resignation was to do with 

the footpath which runs past her house (Avonford cottage) which is part of the Hampton Lucy 

Meadows permissive path. About a year ago it became apparent that the Rajkowskis had 

acquired this path by purchasing the land between their cottage and the river bank. At that 

time Alan Scaife (in his capacity as a private citizen, not as Clerk) wrote to the Rajkowskis to 

express his fears for the future of the footpath. On receiving no reply he sought advice from 

WCC Rights of Way department, and was advised to make an application for the path to be 

declared a public footpath, on the grounds that it had been walked for over twenty years prior 

to becoming a permissive path. This he has done, but the Rajkowskis are displeased, and 

Elaine has refused to work with Alan on the Council. The Chairman has advised the 

Rajkowskis to leave the matter to WCC, and would prefer it not to be discussed by the Parish 

Council. 

 

Cllr Lambert suggested that the Chairman should write to Elaine Rajkowski to thank her for 

her services, and this was agreed. The vacancy has been advertised, and the procedure laid 

down by SDC for filling it will be followed. In fact, due to the re-arrangement of wards, our 

Parish Council will retire in 2002, a year earlier than expected. Cllr Lambert mentioned that 

Snitterfield Ward will in future consist of Snitterfield, Wolverton, Hampton Lucy and 

Fulbrook parishes. 

 

6. The Chairman announced that the new play equipment, funded by Biffaward, had been 

installed in the playing field on 12 July, just in time for the school holidays. It is already being 

enjoyed by many children.  

 

7. The Clerk stated that the Dog Ban for the playing field had now been finalised by the 

DETR and came into force on 1 July. He had purchased an appropriate sticker for the gate, 

which Cllr Gardner took away to make a metal mount. 
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8. It was agreed that the contract with Mr. Rodney Barnes for the Stratford road verge had not 

been completed satisfactorily, and that in view of the damage done to the fence by Mr. 

Barnes’ digger, the contract should be declared void. (see (9)). 

 

9. It was agreed to pay £96 + VAT to Arden Fabrications for repairing the damage to the 

fence, mentioned above. 

 

10. The Chairman reported that we have been awarded £2,000 (or 16.6% of the total project 

cost, whichever is less) by Stratford District Council towards the skateboard ramp requested 

by some of the village boys. Cllr Lambert was thanked for supporting the application. 

 

11. A meeting had been held with the two boys who had initiated the request for a skate board 

ramp (Alex Twist and Dan Henderson) and they had expressed a preference to order a 

Freestyle Mini-half-pipe ramp in timber (£6595 ex-VAT) rather than wait for more funds to 

accumulate and buy a more expensive ramp. The SDC grant together with the existing Playing 

Field Fund would bring us to within £300 of this amount. It was agreed to go ahead and order 

the ramp, and to ask the boys to raise this £300 by some means. 

 

12. In order to avoid annoyance to Stratford road residents when Wellesbourne Wanderers 

Junior Football team uses our pitch, we need to create some parking space. An area has been 

identified in the corner of the playing field next to the service gate, where numerous heaps of 

gravel were dumped several years ago with a view to making a road to the youth club hut, 

which was erected and later removed. The Clerk had visited the area with John Carter, a 

contractor recommended by Elaine Rajkowski, who has quoted £160/day (ex-VAT) to spread 

out this gravel to create a parking area. First however the vegetation must be removed: Mr 

Scaife has been quoted £180 (ex-VAT) to spray the area (plus 1 foot on either side of the new 

railings, 200m long) with Roundup + Diuron. Mr. Broers objected to this on environmental 

and safety grounds, plus the dubious effectiveness of herbicides. However Mr. Scaife was 

given to go-ahead to do the work provided (a) that there is no danger to the children, (b) that 

the effectiveness of the spraying is guaranteed, and (c) that Mr. Carter can complete the gravel 

spreading in one day. Wellesbourne Wanderers have offered us £150 towards the cost of 

making this parking space. 

 

13. It was agreed to pay the PCC £200 towards mowing the churchyard. 

 

14. It was agreed that the Parish Paths Partnership (P3) with WCC should be renewed. 

 

15. The Chairman confirmed that he had carried out a quarterly internal audit to 30 June 01 

and that it was satisfactory. 

 

16. Planning decisions from SDC:  

 (a) Hatton Rock International, change of use -Permission with conditions  

 (b) Grove Fields Farm, 3 holiday cottages - Recommended to grant 

 (c) Lower Welcombe farm, new conservatory - granted 

 (d) Martyn Gardner, Vine House conservatory - granted 

 (e) Ryon Hill Park, extra parking spaces - granted 

 (f)  Hampton Lucy House, tree pruning - granted 

 

17. Correspondence etc received by Clerk: 

 (a) Roger Evans WCC; still looking for source of funds for green triangle. Cllr 

Lambert  suggested that if this was identified in the forthcoming Parish Plan, then SDC 

may  provide a grant. 
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 (b) Elaine Owen WCC; traffic calming; we are not on list for this year and cannot have 

 a single hump; new Slow signs proposed near playing field entrance. 

 (c) Mike Slemensek new Rural Policing Chief Inspector - would like to visit us. It was 

 agreed to invite him. 

 (d) Alan Swain SDC; use of helicopter by Wynford Dore OK provided not 

commercial.  This was no longer a problem for those present. 

 (e) Audit Commission offered to reduce 99/00 bill by 4.5 hours; we have insisted it 

 should be no more than previous year’s. 

 (f) Football foundation questionnaire - what do we want? Car parking/pavilion? The 

 majority of the Council did not want a pavilion but it was agreed to continue to 

 investigate what might be on offer, and not to turn down any offers. 

 

18. Financial statement:  Current account balance  £215.85 

         Savings a/c balance    £2804.78 

    Total                         £3020.63  

 

19. AOB: Mr Birch complained about private advertisements being put on the Parish Council 

notice board. The Chairman thought the board may not belong to the PC, but Mr Birch said 

his own son-in-law had made it for the PC. Most felt that private adverts were OK provided 

that PC notices must take priority. Mr. Scaife asked Mr Birch what was going to happen to the 

Bridge Street sign which he had removed. Mr. Birch said it was in the hands of SDC. 

 

20. The next meeting was fixed for Wednesday 19 September at 7.30 p.m. 

 

The meeting closed at 9.30 p.m. 
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HAMPTON LUCY PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of meeting held on 19 September 2001 in the village hall at 7.30 pm 

 

Present: 

 

Councillor Michael Woodman (Chairman) 

Councillor Martyn Gardner 

Councillor John Robinson        

Councillor Huw Williams 

Councillor Paul Waterworth 

Councillor Richard Hobbs (WCC) 

Alan Scaife, Clerk 

 

+ 5 members of the public 

 

Before starting the meeting, the Chairman called for a minute’s silence in sympathy with all 

those affected by the atrocities which took place in the USA on September 11. 

 

1.  Apologies for absence had been received from Cllr Lambert (SDC) and from Cllr Topham 

(Chairman of SDC).  

 

2. The Chairman welcomed Paul Waterworth, who has replaced Elaine Rajkowski as a 

Council member following a by-election held on 13 September. Cllr. Waterworth signed a 

Declaration of Acceptance of Office. 

 

3.  There were no declarations of interest in items in the agenda. 

 

4.  The minutes of the meeting of 18 July, copies of which had been given to all the 

councillors, were signed by the Chairman. 

 

5. There were no matters arising from those minutes. 

 

6. The Chairman introduced Sarah Manchester, the new WCC Parish Paths Liaison Officer, 

who gave a talk about the P3 (Parish Paths Partnership) scheme, and the implications if we 

were to accept the £810 annual grant from WCC to maintain our own network of footpaths. 

She explained (i) that we would need to account for the money spent at the end of the 

financial year, (ii) that the money cannot be accumulated from one year to the next, (iii) that 

the paths need to be surveyed first (this was done a few years ago), (iv) that tools and 

materials (stiles etc) can be supplied free by WCC, (v) that any contractor we appoint must 

have £5M public liability insurance. (However, a parish council employee would be covered 

by our Cornhill policy, which has £10M employer’s liability and £5M public liability cover). 

(Parish volunteers would be covered by the P3 scheme insurance). She mentioned that the 

control of vegetation growth upwards from the path is WCC responsibility (hence ours if we 

take over responsibility), whereas growth inwards over the path from hedges etc is the 

landowner’s responsibility. 

In response to questions put to her by the Chairman, she stated: 

1. That if we sign the agreement, we will receive a cheque for £810. 

2. That the scheme will continue for three years, and possibly longer. 

3. That the amount will stay the same each year (i.e. it is not index-linked) (based on £50-£75 

per mile of footpath/bridleway), but will fall if not spent. 
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4. It can cover contractors’ fees and volunteers’ expenses, but not time spent by the latter. 

5. We cannot pay a “warden” a fixed monthly retainer to walk the paths and clear them where 

necessary; the required work must be identified by volunteers, and paid for by the job. 

6. We cannot charge for the administrative cost of identifying the problems and hiring 

contractors etc. 

The Chairman thanked Ms Manchester for her talk, and after she had left there was a 

discussion as to whether we should accept the grant. Cllr Waterworth thought it would benefit 

WCC by relieving them of a problem, but he also considered that it would be beneficial to us, 

in that we would have more direct control over the paths. In the end it was agreed that we 

should apply for the grant and then work out how to use it. 

 

7. A letter had been received from Mr. R.C. Huxley (dated 9 Aug) asking whether we feel that 

the parish boundary should be revised. Mr. Scaife had replied, suggesting that the Ingon area 

is very remote and might perhaps belong better in Snitterfield or Stratford. The Council had 

seen the correspondence, and decided that the Clerk should write to the parishioners living in 

the Ingon area to ask them whether they wished to remain in Hampton Lucy parish. 

 

8. Playing field: 

(a) It was accepted that the newly created car park may require some maintenance in 

future. 

(b) A letter from John Gallagher, in Stratford road, suggested the need for a line of 

trees along the south side of the playing to act as a wind-break to protect the Stratford 

road houses. It was felt that the new beech/holly hedge, plus possibly some additional 

trees on the northern side of the field, should serve this purpose. 

(c) More tree planting would be considered during a “village walkabout” by the 

Council on 14 October. The Clerk was authorised to spend up to £10 on weed-killer to 

protect the trees planted by the school in the “nature reserve” in the far corner of the 

playing field. 

(d) Payment was authorised for the new skateboard ramp, after inspection by 

councillors (£6595 + VAT) and for all-risks insurance cover for it (£45.63). (It was 

installed by Freestyle by 5 October). 

(e) It was agreed that a maintenance element for the playing field should be included in 

future budgets. 

(f) Mr Scaife asked for volunteers to help rake and sow grass seed alongside the new 

fence, so that the mowing contractor would not need to strim. He was authorised to 

spend up to £15 on grass seed. 

(g) It was agreed that the litter bin supplied by Wicksteeds should be sited by the new 

skateboard ramp. Mr. Williams and Mr. Scaife agreed to do this. 

 

9.  It was agreed to spend up to £375 on kerbing the “green triangle” at the junction of Bridge 

street and Church street, using “countryside kerbing” (Granite sets). About two-thirds of the 

total bill will be met by the WCC Environmental Design Group and the Traffic Group. A 

meeting will be arranged (in fact, held on Sept 28) between available Council members and 

Brain Murphy (WALCO) to decide on the dimensions of the triangle. 

 

10. It was agreed that £100 be donated to the Parish Plan Group (HaLO) to cover expenses 

incurred in organising meetings etc. 

 

11. Payment of the Clerk’s half-yearly salary (£400) was approved. 

 

12. The question of whether the parking area opposite the Stratford road houses should be 

tarmacked was referred to HaLO. 
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13. Planning application decisions received from SDC: 

(a) Barn conversions at Grove Fields Farm - Permission with conditions 

(b) Ryon Hill, Avon House and Lake House; permission to build granted subject to 

Section 38 (landscaping) and Section 106 (green commuter plan) agreements being 

signed. 

Applications passed round Council: 

(a) 4 Hatton Rock; extension - no objections 

(b) Coach House, Avonside, Church st.; porch - no objections 

(c) Spring Farm House, Warwick road; replace garage with 2 houses; most of area is 

not in our parish; Chairman has spoken to Snitterfield parish Clerk. SDC recommends 

to reject (meeting tomorrow). 

14. Correspondence received by Clerk: 

(a) Vintage Helpline - telephone help for the elderly (see cards) 

(b) Miss Creak’s response to my letter re SD 132; she is looking into the problem of 

deep potholes, and will apply to have the path, which currently goes diagonally across 

a field at its western end, diverted to run along the headland. She will put up the 

necessary extra waymarkers at Old Pastures Farm. 

(c) Wellesbourne junior football team will play here on 16, 23, 30 Sept. + 7 Oct., 2 

p.m 

(d) letter from VEG: they want (i) to refurbish “The Close” sign (agreed by Bob Green 

SDC), (ii) new “Hampton Lucy” signs on Snitterfield street and Hatton Rock road 

(WCC will do), (iii) a new litter bin at junction of The Close and Stratford road; (iv) to 

clear weeds on allotments behind new hedge. 

In relation to (d)(i) the Council was happy to have the sign renovated by SDC, but Cllr 

Waterworth suggested that as far as new Hampton Lucy village signs were concerned ((d)(ii)), 

he thought we should go for something more stylish than the standard (free) WCC version. 

Cllr Hobbs suggested that the Clerk should approach Nuneaton signs Ltd., who make a variety 

of more attractive signs. This was agreed. It was agreed that a new litter bin should be 

installed at the junction of The Close and Stratford road, at a cost of approx. £70. Exact 

position to be decided during the “walkabout”. The question of clearing the weeds on the 

allotments behind the new hedge in the field by the school was discussed, but Mr. Scaife 

pointed out that unless herbicide was used, the weeds would soon be back, and that either 

method would be fairly costly unless volunteer labour was forthcoming. He felt that weed 

competition during the winter was not too serious, but that in the spring, the hedge itself 

should be weeded. 

 

15.  Financial statement: Current account balance  £408.53 

    Savings account balance   £2804.78 

    Total:                   £3213.31 

  

16. AOB: Cllr Waterworth suggested that we should be thinking how the parish is to celebrate 

the Queen’s golden Jubilee next summer. The Chairman favoured writing to the Queen to 

invite her to the village, but this idea did not appear to have the support of the full Council. 

However he feels that all the various groups in the village should get together to plan an 

event. The Chairman raised the problem of the untidy strip of land in front of the new brick 

wall to the left of the Boar’s Head. He will approach Godfrey Paytons about it, as they are 

the agents for the diocese. 

 

17. The next meeting was scheduled for Wednesday November 28.  
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HAMPTON LUCY PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of meeting held on 28 November 2001 in the village hall at 7.30 pm 

 

Present: 

 

Councillor Michael Woodman (Chairman) 

Councillor John Robinson        

Councillor Huw Williams 

Councillor Paul Waterworth 

Councillor Richard Hobbs (WCC) 

Councillor Keith Lambert (SDC) 

Alan Scaife, Clerk 

+ 3 members of the public 

 

1.  Apologies for absence had been received from Cllr Gardner. 

 

2.  There were no declarations of interest in items in the agenda. 

 

3.  The minutes of the meeting of 19 September, copies of which had been given to all the 

councillors, were signed by the Chairman. 

 

4.  Under matters arising from those minutes, the Chairman thought that the £100 given to 

HaLO was supposed to be a loan, but the rest of the Council had thought it was a grant, and 

this was agreed. Also under this heading 

(a) Mr Scaife reported that the WCC had paid over the £810 for us to maintain our 

footpath network; it was agreed that we should now seek individuals willing to 

“adopt” a particular footpath in order to report any problems: Mr Birch agreed to adopt 

SD133 (the Scar bank bridleway) which he said needed some stones near the dew 

pond; Cllr Waterworth agreed to adopt SD134 via Mt Pleasant, and he thought Dr 

Strevens would also adopt a path; Cllr Williams agreed to adopt SD132 via Old 

Pastures farm. Sarah Manchester is to send a list of contractors. 

The Ramblers Association had reported various problems including lack of signing of 

SD312 via Grove Fields farm. The Clerk was instructed to write to the owner, Mr 

Clark, to ask if he would rectify this. 

(b) Mr Scaife had drafted a letter to Ingon residents asking them if they wished to 

remain in Hampton Lucy parish. This had been seen by all the councillors and it was 

agreed that it should be sent. Cllr Lambert pointed out that the HaLO questionnaire 

should also go to every household in the parish. 

(c) Following the village walkabout of 14 Oct: 

(i) The green triangle kerbing had been paid for, but Mr Birch pointed out that it 

had been driven over again by the bus. Mr. Scaife was asked to contact the bus 

company to find the reason. 

(ii) He had had an e-mail from Miss Creak saying that she did not want any dead 

elms on her land felled. This was regretted by Cllr Waterworth. 

(iii) WCC had agreed to move the new Playground sign outside Sheila Deacon’s 

house at no cost to us. 
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(iv) The new skateboard ramp had been inspected and payment approved. 

(v) A new litter bin has been installed where The Close joins the Stratford road. 

(vi) It was agreed that the two plaques (Biffaward logo and acknowledgement of 

their grant) should be screwed to the new seat if possible. 

(vii) Mr Scaife and Cllr Williams had planted ca 12 birch trees along the western 

boundary of the playing field (obtained free from Hampton wood). 

(viii) It was agreed that Mary Bloxsome be asked to strim the roadside verge 

outside the playing field to try to get it into a mowable condition for next year. 

(d) New village signs: all the councillors had seen the quote for “superior” signs from 

Nuneaton signs Ltd. but it was decided that we should not accept this but ask WCC 

to install the standard signs, which are free. 

 

5.  It was agreed that Chris Robinson should continue as the Council’s representative on the 

John Lucy Trust. 

 

6.  In response to a request by the VEG, it was agreed to spend up to £100 on a new sign for 

the gate into the field by the school, with the wording “Hampton Lucy Parish Field: 

Recreational Area: Please help us keep the field clean for health and safety: Parking only 

with Council permission” and £30 for a padlock and chain for the gate. No money is to be 

spent on signs on the skateboard ramp. VEG should be asked for suggestions about what to 

plant on the strip of soil alongside the rebuilt wall left of the Boar’s Head. 

 

7.  Quality status councils: we have received circulars about this: Cllr Hobbs said he would 

make this (and the new Standards procedures) the subject of the next Wootten Wawen 

Divisional panel meeting. We should respond to the consultation document. The Chairman 

feared that Quality Status might involve us in more expense. 

 

8.  The Spirit of Best Value was briefly discussed. 

 

9.  Mr. Scaife was asked to get quotes from contractors with £5M public liability insurance to 

install the three bollards from the old playing field fence on the green in front of the Boar’s 

Head, to prevent large vehicles running over the grass. 

 

10. It was agreed to continue our sponsorship of the Grapevine at £120/year. 

 

11. So far there are no plans for celebrating the Queen’s Golden Jubilee in June 2002. Mr. 

Birch considered that individual street parties should be held. It was decided to contact the 

leaders of all the various groups in the village and invite them and everyone else to a 

meeting to precede the January Parish Council meeting on 16
th

 January at 7.15pm. Cllr 

Robinson knows someone who can supply a marquee and will enquire about the cost and 

availability. 

 

12. The Chairman had conducted an internal audit for the period 1 April - 30 Sept 01 and it 

was satisfactory. 

 

13. At a recent District Council meeting, Cllr Cooley had put forward a motion about 

navigation on the Upper Avon. Our opposition to navigation, expressed via Cllr Lambert 

and Cllr Val Adams, had somehow been put to the meeting as the opposite - i.e. it had been 

said that Hampton Lucy is in favour of navigation. In the event, Cllr Cooley’s motion was 

defeated. Cllr Waterworth proposed, and it was resolved, that the Clerk should notify the 

District Council Planning Authority that Hampton Lucy Parish Council is opposed to 

navigation on the Upper Avon, and ask them to place this on record. 
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14. Planning application decisions received from SDC: 

 (a)Spring Bank House, Warwick Rd; rec to refuse 

 (b) 4 Hatton Rock; extension - granted. 

 (c) Avonside; porch - granted 

  Applications passed round Council: 

 (a) Round House Farm (use of site for equestrian industry); no objections. 

  

15. Correspondence received by Clerk 

(a) Langlands lighting: Dr Cockshull had written on behalf of the Langlands 

Residents’ Association to point out the poor condition of the street lighting in The 

Langlands. After the Chairman had declared a non-pecuniary interest in the matter, 

Dr. Cockshull said that he had surveyed the lamps and had found 2 rusting lamp 

standards, 4 bowls damaged, all 7 dirty and one permanently on.  Mr Broers and Mr 

Birch claimed that The Langlands was a private estate and that it should pay for its 

own lighting. Cllr Lambert pointed out that there should have been a legal 

agreement about this between the developer and WCC when the estate was built in 

the 1970s. Mr Scaife was instructed to enquire about this, and about whose 

responsibility it is to replace the lamps.   

(b) A letter from Mr. Hoare (Village Hall Treasurer) requested that the  annual 

payment to the Village Hall be increased from £500 to £550. This was agreed by 

Cllrs Woodman and Waterworth. Cllrs Williams and Robinson declared an interest. 

(c) Alex Twist has written to thank us for the Skateboard ramp 

(d) SDC have asked whether we want a monthly playground inspection done by an 

outside contractor (probably £150/year if enough takers); or whether we want a 

training course for one of us to do it. Mr. Scaife said that our insurance company 

specified a weekly safety check, and Cllr Waterworth thought that we should 

institute this or they may refuse to pay claims. Cllr Lambert said that in Snitterfield 

it is done by a councillor, whereupon Cllr Robinson volunteered to do a weekly 

check. 

(e) Mr Scaife produced a photo (sent by SDC) of a Youth Shelter available for about 

£10,000. This found no favour with the Council. 

(f) Requests for cash had been received from CAB and Shipston Hospice. Cllr 

Waterworth suggested that we should budget for a certain amount to be given to 

chosen charities in future. However on this occasion the Clerk was asked to reply 

that we had no provision this year. 

(g) The Chairman had received a letter from Bev Williams thanking all those who 

helped with the annual cleaning of the village hall. 

(h) Mr Scaife had just received a letter from WCC warning of New Age travellers who 

may descend on us. It was decided to padlock the gate of the field by the school. 

 

16. Financial statement: Current account balance    £614.74 

    Savings account balance   £3812.90  

    Total:                  £4427.64 

 

17. AOB: Cllr Hobbs suggested that we should write to WCC to remind them of our desire for 

traffic calming; Cllr Waterworth said that while doing so, we should mention the likely 

effect of the Barford by-pass on traffic through Hampton Lucy. He also agreed to meet 

Chris Aylett (Charlecote Meeting Chairman) to discuss Wellesbourne Airfield problems. 
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18. The next meeting will follow the public Jubilee Plans meeting which will start at 7.15 on 

Wednesday 16 January.     

    The meeting finished at 10.30 p.m. 

 

 

HAMPTON LUCY PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of meeting held on 16 January 2002 in the village hall at 8 pm 

 

Present: 

 

Councillor Michael Woodman (Chairman) 

Councillor John Robinson        

Councillor Huw Williams 

Councillor Paul Waterworth 

Councillor Richard Hobbs (WCC) (after 8.30) 

Councillor Keith Lambert (SDC) 

Alan Scaife, Clerk 

+ 4 members of the public 

 

1. Apologies had been received from Cllr Hobbs for late arrival. 

 

2. The Chairman declared an interest in the budget item for The Langlands lighting, since he 

lives there. 

 

3. The minutes of the previous meeting (28 Nov 01) and the Finance Meeting (19 Dec 01), 

copies of which had been given to all Councillors, were signed by the Chairman. 

 

4. Matters arising from those minutes: 

 (a) it was agreed that the Clerk should seek tenders for the work needed on footpaths. 

 (b) 6 Ingon residents responded to our letter asking which parish they wanted to be in: 5 

wanted to move to Snitterfield and one to Stratford; none wanted to remain in Hampton Lucy. 

 (c) the bus drove over the green triangle because of a skip on the road. 

 (d) the Chairman will fix the two plaques on the new seat in the playing field. 

 (e) the Clerk has asked Roger Evans of WCC for new village signs and new finger-posts 

near Hill House and junction of Hatton Bank Lane/Stratford road. 

 (f) He is awaiting Miss Creak’s approval for new sign on gate to field by school. However 

it was agreed to go ahead and get it made anyway. We should continue to press her to improve 

the surface of path SD132 to Old Pastures Farm. 

 (g) It was agreed to ask Mary Bloxsome to strim the verge between the playing field and 

the Stratford road without delay. Cllr Williams insisted on the need to rake up and burn the 

strimmings, and a maximum of £50 was authorised for the job. 

 (h) Mr Scaife confirmed that he had reiterated our request for traffic calming to WCC, and 

had mentioned the possible effects of the proposed Barford by-pass to them.  

 (i) He had asked VEG for suggestions on beautifying the rough stretch of path in front of 

the new wall to the left of the Boar’s Head. 

 

5. The 2002-3 budget agreed at the Finance meeting was presented to the meeting. Mr Broers 

complained about the item of £1500 for renewing the street lamps in The Langlands, saying 

that this would make the council unpopular in view of the need for some new lamps in dark 

areas elsewhere. The Chairman explained that WCC had said that the Langlands lamps were 

mostly broken, dirty, and unserviceable, and needed renewing. Cllr Waterworth asked for 
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another £500 to be added to the £500 already agreed for the Jubilee party, but this was rejected 

by other members of the Council. The proposed budget was then agreed, and it was resolved 

to set a precept for the year of £6,000, the same as this year.  

 

6. The Clerk asked approval to pay the CVS annual affiliation fee. Cllr Waterworth wanted to 

know why we should do so, and failed to receive a satisfactory reply. Mr. Scaife agreed to 

make enquiries from CVS. 

 

7. It was agreed to spend up to £120 on installing the old bollards taken from the old playing 

field fence on the green outside the village hall to prevent lorries driving over it. The contract 

to be given to WARCO, Mr Scaife having received higher verbal quotes from other firms. 

 

8. There were no planning applications 

 

9. Correspondence received by Clerk: 

(a)  DTLR Strong Local Leadership booklet - circulated; + letter of 18 Dec 01 

(b) Crime and Disorder Act book- circulated 

(c)  letter from DTLR 21 Dec 01 re Declaration of Acceptance of Office - circulated 

(d) letter from SDC 28 Dec 01 re flying activities at Wellesbourne; Cllr Waterworth had 

met Chris Aylett about this. The SDC letter asked us to give lots of detail about numbers 

of different kinds of flight. Mr. Scaife had replied that he had no data and suggested they 

ask the airfield. Cllr Lambert said the airfield owner refuses to disclose information. 

Charlecote appear to think we are not supporting them. It was agreed to send another 

mail to SDC saying that although we have no data, our experience must be similar to 

Charlecote’s, and we support their campaign. 

(e)  letter from WCC 3 Jan 02: second-hand computers available 

(f)  letter from WCC 7 Jan 02 Bus user group to be formed 

(g) letter from WCC record office - will be closed from July 02 till April 03 

(h) Wootten Wawen meeting Thurs 24 Jan. 7.30 Aston Cantlow about the Standards Board 

and Quality Status. The Chairman and Clerk agreed to attend it. 

(i)  Reply from Audit Commission to our complaint about 99-00 fee. This had been read by 

all the Council, and Mr. Scaife read out his proposed reply. Cllr Waterworth felt that 

this should be modified, and agreed to make the necessary changes. However the 

Council agreed that we should not accept the Audit Commission’s decision, which 

failed to answer our complaints and suggested that the 98-9 fee (long since paid) had 

been too low, and that we were being offered a rebate on what it should have been. 

(j)  The Chairman had received an invitation to the SDC Chairman’s meeting on 13 Feb. He 

and Cllr Waterworth agreed to attend. 

 

10. Financial statement: Current account balance  =     £506.40 

         Savings account balance =  £3813.03 

    Total      =   £4319.43 

   Playing Field account   £7.64 

 

11. Under AOB, Sue Main asked if something could be done about the roadside verges which 

are being damaged by Bomfords’ huge tractors. Cllr Hobbs agreed to look into this. Kees 

Broers asked why the SDC road-sweeping lorry doesn’t go into The Close. 

 

12. The next meeting was arranged for Wednesday 20 March. 
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HAMPTON LUCY PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of meeting held on 20 March 2002 in the village hall at 7.30 pm 

 

Present: 

 

Councillor Michael Woodman (Chairman) 

Councillor Martyn Gardner 

Councillor John Robinson        

Councillor Huw Williams 

Councillor Paul Waterworth 

 

Councillor Keith Lambert (SDC) 

Alan Scaife, Clerk 

+ 4 members of the public 

 

1. Apologies had been received from Cllr. Hobbs. 

 

2. Cllr Williams declared an interest in item 14 (Mole control) 

 

3. The minutes of the previous meeting (16 Jan 02), copies of which had been given to all 

Councillors, were signed by the Chairman. 

 

4. Alan Sheepey, from SDC Legal Dept., gave a talk about the new Ethical Framework for 

local government, and answered questions about it from the Council. Registers of Interests 

can be on one A4 sheet per councillor. Interests only concern businesses etc within the parish, 

and must include shareholdings over £25k, including utilities. There is no need to send these 

until 28 days after the new Council is elected on 2
nd

 May. No councils (within SDC) have 

adopted any code other than the Model Code proposed by Government. In case of doubt we 

are to speak to Peter Cruden, the SDC monitoring officer. 

Darren Whitney demonstrated the electronic polling booth which will be used on 2
nd

 May.  

The Chairman thanked them both for their visit. 

 

5. Matters arising: 

(a) Derrick Clark (Grove Fields farm) says all the footpath signs on his land are in order. 

(b) Mr. Scaife reported that new village signs had been erected on the Stratford and 

Snitterfield roads by WCC, as had new finger posts in Snitterfield lane and at Hatton Rock. 

(c) He had met Gil Lewis (WCC Highways) and Luke McCall (Bomfords’ Harvest 

Manager) on 6 March to inspect the roadside verges, which are badly damaged. McCall 

thinks Bomfords may be prepared to pay to make some passing bays, but are unwilling to 

alter the timing of their vehicle movements to avoid the “rush-hour”. Sue Main had 

suggested they go via Blackhill and Hatton Bank lane, but Mr. Birch considered this would 

be dangerous due to the speed of the traffic on the lane to Blackhill. Cllr Waterworth 

agreed. There is no passing bay on the main road at Blackhill as there is at Packsaddle. Cllr 

Waterworth suggested enlarging existing field entrances to make passing places. Cllr. 

Lambert reminded the Council of the impending development at Hatton Rock farm, which 

may attract more heavy vehicles.  

It was agreed that the Clerk should write to Bomfords and ask that their pickers’ vehicles 

be parked off the road (and verge) and that this matter be pursued via the offices of Cllr 

Hobbs, with whom a site meeting should be arranged. 
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6. It was unanimously resolved that the new Model Code of Conduct (Statutory Instrument 

2001 No. 3576) be adopted by the Council. The Clerk to inform the Standards Board. All the 

new Councillors will receive a copy from SDC after May 2
nd

. 

 

7. It was resolved that the Jubilee Party Committee should be a committee of the Parish 

Council, under Cllr Waterworth’s Chairmanship. 

 

8. Mr Scaife provided the Council with a “Comparison of tenders” for street lighting 

maintenance, footpath improvements, mowing and mole control. It was agreed to re-employ 

MP Garden Services, of Wellesbourne, to mow the playing field and the field by the school. 

 

9. He had prepared a list of possible footpath improvements to be paid for out of the grant 

from WCC. The first two were for some steps up the bank near Sal’s Grave (SD143 and some 

shoring up of the same path alongside Hatton Bank farm using planks. Mr. Birch thought it 

unnecessary to improve these paths, which he said were not used. Cllr Waterworth disagreed, 

and it was agreed to employ John Holmes, whose tender was the lowest, to do this work plus 

two small jobs requested by Sarah Manchester. It was decided not to do anything about the 

slope on SD133 beside Avonford cottage, although it has been slippery lately. It is agreed that 

SD133 needs some suitable gravel near the dew-pond; this will be done when we can get 

access to the spot with a vehicle. 

 

10. Authorisation was given retrospectively to spend £133.90 to repair a street lamp on the 

Stratford road estate. The Chairman had approved this as an emergency. Cllr Lambert 

suggested inserting provision in Standing Orders to spend £150 “on Chairman’s approval”. 

 

11. It was agreed to change the footway lighting maintenance contract from ABB to Warco, 

who charge very little more and include most repairs, plus a monthly night check, in their 

price. 

 

12. There have been requests to move the letter box because there is a big puddle next to it 

after rain. Mr Scaife had met with a Post Office representative who had offered to resite the 

box free either under the lamp on the opposite verge, or just to the right of the phone box. Mrs 

Mitchell, who lives next to the lamp, is not very happy about it being sited there, and Mr 

Carter did not like it beside the phone booth. Cllr Gardner suggested putting it just to the left 

of the notice board, and this was agreed.  

 

13. Mr Scaife reported the result of the 2000-1 audit, for which we received an unqualified 

opinion. However the presentation of the asset register was incorrect, and it was suggested 

that the Fidelity Insurance cover be increased. The latter was agreed. 

 

14. Payment of £250 to Cllr Williams was approved for mole control in the playing field for 

the 2001-2 financial year, and he was also given the contract (also at £250) for the coming 

year.  

 

15. Payment of the Clerk’s half-yearly salary (£400) was approved. 

 

16. Mr. Scaife reported that the three iron bollards rescued from the old playing field fence 

had been installed on the green opposite the Boar’s Head, and offered a tin of green 

Hammerite to paint them. Mr Birch and Cllr Williams offered to help with this. 
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17. Ingon: it appears that the residents would prefer to be part of Snitterfield, which is happy 

to take them. However Cllr Williams pointed out that we would lose about 10% of our £6,000 

precept if we were to lose them. It was decided that we should not encourage the change. 

 

18. Flying from Wellesbourne. Cllr Waterworth stated that SDC have now agreed to look into 

this problem. It was agreed that we should await their conclusions before doing anything 

more. 

 

19. Mr Scaife produced an advert taken from a telegraph pole at Packsaddle junction, and 

asked whether we should allow such “fly posting”. It was agreed that we should not. 

 

20. Planning application decisions received from SDC: 

 Applications passed round Council: 

(a)  1 Packsaddle hill; conservatory to rear; no objections 

(b) Mount Pleasant; conversion of barn to dwelling; 2 comments; WCC say entrance must 

be widened and a tree taken down for the sake of driver visibility. The Council objected 

to the removal of this tree, believed to be an oak. Cllr Lambert said that as the proposed 

development was for less than four houses, the decision should be made by the District 

Council, not the County Council. These views to be passed on to SDC planning dept. 

(c)  2 Farthersand Close; single storey extension - application mislaid? 

 Notices of Decision by SDC: 

 (a) 1 Packsaddle hill; conservatory to rear; granted 

 (b) 2 Farthersand Close; single storey extension; granted. 

 

21. Correspondence received by Clerk 

(a)  Best-kept village competition: it was decided not to enter, partly because of our untidy 

verges. Cllr Waterworth thought we should await HaLo report. 

(b) The Audit Commission has reduced our 99-00 audit bill from 14½ to 10 hours, but will not 

agree to 7½ hours, as in the previous year. The Chairman would ask Mr Esher for an 

apology for his aggressive treatment of Mr. Scaife, but this was not relevant to whether we 

should pay. It was decided that we should insist on paying for no more than 7½ hours. 

(c)  Nominations to SDC Standards and Ethics committee; no Councillor volunteered because 

they have no vote; Cruden said this was not his fault. 

(d) Snitterfield St + Bridge St will be disrupted by gas main renewal 21/3 - 26/4 [was 

cancelled] 

(e)  Flood packs available from WCC; no takers. 

(f)  Rural Transport Project has appointed a Volunteer Transport Co-ordinator; also Bus User 

Group; info sent to Kees Broers; was discussed at recent councillors’ meeting in Stratford. 

(g) Warwickshire Hounds programme Feb-Aug 2002. 

(h) SDC: we may now reproduce OS maps without paying royalties. 

(i) Low-energy light bulb offer from SDC; they do not state wattage or define recipients; 

agreed it was too much trouble to distribute; people should collect their own from SDC. 

(j) NHS is seeking volunteers for “Shadow Patient Forum”. No volunteers forthcoming. 

 

22. Financial statement: Current account balance     £506.48 

    Savings account balance    £3814.59 

    Total:                   £4321.07 

    Playing field fund:          £7.64 

 

23. AOB: Mr Birch complained of traffic speed and puddle on new tarmac between bridges. 
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24. The Chairman thanked the Council, the Clerk and Cllr Lambert for their support since the 

Council was formed in autumn 1999. Cllr Lambert thanked the Council for its co-operation 

and commented on the different styles of the councils he attends. 

 

25. Next meeting 7.30 p.m. on Wed 15 May; followed by the Annual Parish Meeting at 8.15. 

 

 

HAMPTON LUCY PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of meeting held on 15 May 2002 in the village hall at 7.30 pm 

 

Present: 

 

Councillor Michael Woodman (Chairman) 

Councillor Martyn Gardner 

Councillor Sue Main        

Councillor Huw Williams 

Councillor Paul Waterworth 

 

Councillor Richard Hobbs (SDC and WCC) (after 8pm) 

Alan Scaife, Clerk 

+ 4 members of the public 

 

1. The Clerk asked for proposals for Chairman for the forthcoming year. Cllr Williams 

proposed Cllr Woodman, and this was seconded by Cllr Waterworth. There were no other 

proposals, and Cllr Woodman was unanimously elected. He took the Chair and welcomed Cllr 

Sue Main, who replaced Cllr Robinson after the election on May 2
nd

. (see Chairman’s report 

2001-2, attached) 

 

2. The new Council all provided signed Declarations of Acceptance of Office and statements 

of their financial interests on the forms provided by Stratford District Council monitoring 

officer, conforming to the new Model Code of Conduct. Mr. Birch pointed out that in at least 

one local parish, some councillors had refused to sign these, but Cllr Waterworth considered 

that it was not unreasonable to be asked to do so. 

 

3. There were no apologies for absence. 

 

4. There were no declarations of interest of items in the agenda. 

 

5. The minutes of the previous meeting (20 March) copies of which had been given to all 

Councillors, were signed by the Chairman. 

 

6. Matters arising: 

(a) Roadside verge damage; the Chairman explained that he, the Clerk, Sue Main and 

Richard Hobbs had driven round the Hatton Rock/Blackhill/Hatton Bank lane area on 27 

March and thought that it was, after all, a good idea to try to oblige large vehicles to use the 

Blackhill/Hatton Bank lane route into Hampton Lucy rather than that past Packsaddle and 

Hatton Rock. Cllr Hobbs had consulted WCC Highways who were willing to put an 

advisory weight limit on the latter stretch of road; however the Chairman suggested getting 

the opinion of the full Council before doing this. [At this time Cllr Hobbs had not yet 

arrived]. Cllr Gardner felt that there should be a proper passing lane at the Blackhill 

crossroads if this were to be done. It was pointed out that Bomfords’ application to expand 
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their packing facilities at Luddington had been rejected by the planning authority, and it 

was feared that Bomfords will turn their attention to Old Pastures farm. Cllr Main 

suggested that we should obtain a copy of the Inspector’s Report on the Luddington 

application, and the Clerk agreed to do this. [see also minutes of Annual Parish meeting]. 

(b) 1999-2000 Audit fee dispute: the Chairman described recent correspondence on this 

between himself and John Esher, the District Auditor. The latter has still provided no 

evidence of his time-keeping, and the Council agreed to continue to withhold payment. 

(c) Bollards on green outside pub. Cllr Williams asked for more bollards to be installed 

beside the road, as tractors have driven onto the green recently. We were offered some old 

iron ones by WCC Highways at Wellesbourne depot, but Williams and Scaife inspected 

them and found them ugly. Cllr Williams did not want plastic ones, as in the brochure lent 

by Gil Lewis, but the latter maintains that they are maintenance -free and less fragile than 

iron. It was agreed to continue looking for suitable ones. 

 

7. It was agreed to pass on the £50 received from SDC under section 136d for litter-picking 

done by VEG to VEG. 

 

8. Payment of the annual WALC subscription (£83) was approved. 

 

9. Payment of the annual CLEAR subscription (£10) was approved. 

 

10. Payment of up to £500 for expenditure on the Jubilee party was approved. 

 

11. Payment of John Holmes’ bill of £280 for footpath work was approved (to come out of 

WCC footpath grant). 

 

12. Payment of the annual Cornhill Insurance premium (£365.40) was approved. 

 

13. It was agreed to insert an item into Standing Orders whereby the Chairman could approve 

expenditure up to a given sum, to be reviewed annually, to pay for emergencies (such as a 

recent street lamp failure). The amount to be £150 this year. 

 

14. John Lucy Trust has offered approx £1500 to pay for the installation of a safe surface 

under the log-frame in the playing field. It was agreed to go ahead and give this contract to 

Absolutely Safe Surfaces, who have quoted £1525 + VAT. Cllr Williams said that the swing 

was used far more than the log frame, but Mr Scaife pointed out that it was the latter which 

was regarded as unsafe by the inspector, and on which a child has in fact had an accident 

(broken wrist). It was agreed that if another grant (from DEFRA) became available 

meanwhile, sufficient (with the £550 still due from SDC) to cover the installation of safe 

surfaces under the swing and around the roundabout, that work could also go ahead (with the 

same contractor). 

 

15. It was agreed to accept John Holmes’ tender of £300 to weed both the hedges in the field 

by the church and in the playing field. 

 

16. Cllr Williams volunteered to take over the weekly playing field safety check, previously 

undertaken by John Robinson. 

 

17. Cllr Gardner was ready to print some new (undated) Charlecote Privilege cards (the 2001 

ones being unacceptable to the Park authorities) but needed some coloured card. It appeared 

that the play group could supply this. 
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18. Flying from Wellesbourne airfield: Cllr Waterworth agreed to approach Charlecote 

Village meeting to find out about developments. 

 

19. Planning applications; decisions received from SDC: 

 (a) Ryon Hill, construction of Lake House; granted 

 (b) Ryon Hill, Boathouse, additional parking spaces; granted 

 (c) Ryon Hill, construction of Avon House; granted 

However Cllr Main reported that there was no sign of building activity at Ryon Hill park and 

suspected that the developers may be short of clients wishing to lease the new buildings. She 

also reported fewer cars using the site than in the recent past. 

 

 20. Applications passed round Council: 

 (a) Grove Fields Farm; conversion of barn to dwelling; comments forwarded to SDC 

 (b) Little Acres, Kings Lane; garage + extension; no objections 

(c) Mount Pleasant; alteration of barn to form dwelling; no objections. The Clerk had 

heard no more about the tree which was to be felled. 

 

21. Correspondence received by Clerk 

(a) David Lunn; school governor responsible for Health and Safety had asked for a 

lamp to be installed outside the school gate; he had met the Council plus local 

residents there on May 9
th

, and there was complete opposition from all concerned; it 

was agreed that the Clerk should write to him and suggest he seek a different solution, 

on the grounds that a lamp here would be inappropriate and might set a precedent. 

(b) Invitation for two to St Mary’s Jubilee Service + Reception 11 am Sunday 2
nd

 

June; taken up by Cllrs Waterworth and Main. 

(c) SDC do 13 litter picks/year and are offering to replace one by a complete sweep. 

Council could not see the point unless we can say when it is to be done. 

 

22. Financial statement (8 May): Current account balance       £0.39 

    Savings account balance    £5954.59 

     Total (inc £810 footpaths)        £5954.98 

     Playing field fund:                   £7.64 

 

23. AOB; Mr Birch raised the subject of the long power cut on 15 April (07.50 - 18.00) 

apparently caused by Bomford’s tractor driver attempting to retrieve some plastic film which 

had blown over the power cable. He maintained that the generator needed was available all 

day in Coventry but only called for in late afternoon. He wanted to know what constitutes an 

emergency. Mr Scaife promised to follow it up with EMEB/WCC/ Cllr Hobbs/Trading 

Standards. 

 

24. The next meeting was arranged for 17 July, 7.30 pm. 

 

The meeting closed at 8.30 pm and was followed by the Annual Parish meeting. 
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ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 

 

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held at 8.30 pm on 15 May 2002 

 

Chairman's Report 2001-2002 

 

Thank you for being prepared to put up with me for the next 12 months.I must say how 

pleased I am that four of us have been re-elected and I am pleased to welcome Sue Main as a 

new councillor and Richard Hobbs who is now balancing 2 hats on his head. I am very sorry 

to have lost John Robinson-I shall say more about the election when we come to the Parish 

Meeting. 

 

Parish Meeting - We must remember that 2½ years ago John Robinson was one of only 5 

parishioners prepared to come forward to save the Parish Council after 2 elections had been 

called and no one was prepared to stand - administration of the Parish by SDC WOULD 

HAVE BEEN INTOLERABLE.  John, we have a great deal to thank you for and I know your 

interest in the Parish will continue.  Once again, I am very sorry to be losing you.. Ivor Birch 

stood for election but was unsuccessful - Ivor, I welcome your attendance at these meetings 

and shall continue to ensure you get a hearing whichever side of the table you are sitting on. 

 

Achievements 2001-2002 

 

New play equipment was installed on the field and later a skateboard ramp was erected and a 

large car parking area was created . This was the result of a determined Playing Field Working 

Group very ably supported by our Clerk, Alan Scaife, who masterminded very deserving 

appeals to The John Lucy Trust, SDC, Biffaward, The NHS and the Warwickshire Rural 

Community Council. Local donations swelled the coffers leaving the council to find just over 

£100.  A GREAT EFFORT. 

 

The Council called for a team of volunteers to prepare a PARISH APPRAISAL.  The 

response from volunteers was very encouraging and subsequently their efforts were rewarded 

by a tremendous response from parishioners in replying to the questionnaire. The Hampton 

Lucy Overview (HALO) will be published this summer and will help to direct Council policy. 

 

More recently the Council invited parishioners to consider how to celebrate the Queen's 

Golden Jubilee next month and I am confident that a very memorable event will take place 

under the guidance of the jubilee committee's chairman, Councillor Paul Waterworth. 

 

I do believe that Alan was hoping for a quieter year this year.  Who knows? 
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Minutes of parish meeting 15 May 02: 

 

The Chairman said he had been approached by someone who suggested a village collection 

point for plastic milk bottles. The proposer was willing to take these every week to the Burton 

recycling site, but Cllr Waterworth did not think it would work, and Cllr Hobbs said it would 

get very smelly. Mr Carter thought SDC were planning to collect these bottles soon. There 

was no support for the idea. 

Cllr Hobbs produced a map showing WWC’s proposed road signs intended to divert HGVs 

away from Hatton Rock. Cllr Waterworth was opposed to signs offering HGVs an alternative 

route, as it might encourage Bomfords to believe they are acceptable. Cllr Hobbs is to produce 

an alternative scheme and forward it to us for approval before WWC take action. 

Mr Carter asked whether the PC knew anything about the proposal for a new car park on the 

allotments to the left of the Boar’s Head. The PC has been told nothing, but Cllr Waterworth 

thought it might be connected with the proposal for a shop in the village hall. 

There was a discussion about the electronic voting procedure used at the recent local 

elections. There have been a large number of complaints about long queues, difficulties in 

understanding the system, and lack of help from the presiding officers. Cllr Hobbs thought we 

would be receiving a questionnaire from SDC about it. 

 

The meeting closed at 9.30.  
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HAMPTON LUCY PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of meeting held on 17 July 2002 in the village hall at 7.30 pm 

 

Present: 

 

Councillor Michael Woodman (Chairman) 

Councillor Martyn Gardner 

Councillor Sue Main        

Councillor Huw Williams 

Councillor Paul Waterworth 

 

Councillor Richard Hobbs (SDC and WCC) (after 8pm) 

Alan Scaife, Clerk 

+ 5 members of the public 

 

1. Apologies had been received from Cllr Hobbs for late arrival. 

 

2. The Chairman declared an interest in item 13 (Langlands lighting) and Cllr Waterworth 

declared an interest in items 9 (PCC grant) and 26 (parking for wedding party). 

 

3. The minutes of the previous meeting (15 May) and of the Annual Parish meeting on the 

same day, copies of which had been given to all Councillors, were signed by the Chairman. 

 

4. Mr Alan Bartlett, of the Council for Voluntary Service, gave a talk about the Service’s 

work. This involves co-ordination of work by 80 affiliated bodies, which provide £2000 of the 

CVS’s income, the remaining £40,000 coming from the County Council. A very important 

aspect of the work is to provide transport (including two minibuses and privately owned cars), 

for day-care patients and disabled children. CVS also works to enable people with mental 

health problems to return to work. Their website reveals 100 vacancies for volunteers. 

The Chairman thanked him for his talk. 

 

5. Matters arising from previous minutes: 

 (a) Mr Scaife reported that he was endeavouring to obtain funding from DEFRA for safe 

surfaces under the log frame, swings and roundabout in the playing field; an existing low 

quote had been increased, and he was seeking new quotes. 

 (b) Power cut on 15 April. Mr Scaife read out an e-mail from Jeremy Lee of the WCC 

Emergency Planning Unit dated 17 July 02 in which he said that the generators needed on 15 

April, due to their size and specification, had to be obtained from a company called Agreko in 

Doncaster, which was held up by traffic on the motorway. EME offered their profuse 

apologies but do not pay compensation for power cuts of less than 18 hours. 

Mr. Birch said that he knew of much closer sources of large generators (at Evesham) and did 

not accept this explanation. Cllr Waterworth suggested the Clerk make further enquiries, and 

this was agreed. 

 (c) New road signs for Hatton Bank diversion. Later in the meeting, Cllr Hobbs dealt with 

this point by saying that Bomfords had agreed to operate a “one-way system” with their large 

vehicles, whereby empty vehicles entered the parish via the Packsaddle junction and Hatton 

Rock, and loaded ones left via Hatton Bank Lane and Blackhill (Speeds’ showroom) junction. 

It was agreed to give it a try and that Cllr Hobbs should contact Bomfords and ask them to 

begin the scheme. 
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6. It was agreed to attempt to resolve or dispute over the 99-00 audit bill by paying for 7½ 

hours at the then prevailing hourly rate together with payment for the 00-01 bill of £202.50 + 

VAT. 

 

7. It was agreed that Cllr Woodman would act as internal auditor for the financial year 01-02, 

on the basis of the rules given in the WALC newsletter May 2002. 

 

8. It was agreed that the Chairman should seek an honorary internal auditor for the current and 

future years, and report whether he has been successful at the next meeting. 

 

9. It was agreed to grant the PCC £200 for churchyard mowing in 2002. 

 

10. Payment of the affiliation fee to the CVS (£27.50) for 2002 was approved. 

 

11. Payment of the village hall grant (£550) for 2002 was approved. 

 

12. Payment of £150 to control weeds on the playing field car park was approved, this sum 

having been received from the Wellesbourne Junior Football club. 

 

13. It was agreed to spend up to £1500 + VAT on renewing the street lamps in the Langlands 

and painting the existing columns. If this sum is insufficient to buy the type of lamps wanted 

by the residents, the Residents’ Association may make up the difference and pay it over to the 

PC. 

 

14. Mr Scaife had received complaints from the mowing contractor about mole hills in the 

field by the school, which were damaging his mower blades. The problem was discussed at 

length, but Cllr Williams considered that it would be very expensive to control them with 

chemicals. No decision was reached. 

 

15. The Chairman described an incident on 20 June when he had been called out by Mr. Birch 

to remonstrate with a tractor driver, thought to be from Hutsby’s farm, about to take a very 

heavy load over the bridge. The driver agreed to turn round and go the long way. The weight 

limit on the bridge (and whether it is so much per axle) was discussed, and it was agreed that 

the Clerk should write to the County Council with a list of local farmers’ addresses, plus those 

of bus companies and brewers, asking them to contact these people and inform them about the 

weight limit. 

 

16. The P3 (Parish Paths Partnership) for the current year was signed by the Chairman. 

 

17. A letter had been received from Chris Williams, WCC Rights of Way officer, proposing to 

re-align the footpath SD132 along field headlands beyond Old Pastures Farm, instead of its 

present course which goes diagonally across a field. This was agreed, provided that the path is 

well maintained in future. 

 

18. It was agreed that the Clerk, in consultation with the Chairman, should be allowed to 

spend up the £150 of the footpath grant provided by the WCC to carry out emergency work on 

footpaths when it is not feasible to obtain the approval of a PC meeting in time. 

 

19. It was not agreed that the village plan should be put onto a website, since the information 

mainly concerns parishioners who will receive a printed copy. Cllr Waterworth said he would 

like to see a parish website, but did not know who would create or maintain it. He noted that 

Eddie Hoare’s brother is in the business of creating websites, and is willing to help. Cllr 
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Hobbs however pointed out that many such websites tend to become neglected. Mr Scaife 

pointed out that his electronic messages to parishioners arrived in recipients’ mailboxes like a 

conventional letter and did not require them to visit a website to see if there was anything new 

on it. However the number of people wishing to receive such mail (20) appeared to be far 

fewer than the number (70%) who have access to the internet according to the Parish Plan. 

Kathy Kimberly explained how it was possible to hide recipients’ e-mail addresses from one 

another, which might encourage greater participation in the e-mail system. 

 

20. Cllr Waterworth reported on the Jubilee party and thanked all those involved. Expenditure 

on the party was £404.18, leaving £95.82 of the grant unspent. The Chairman thanked him for 

his part in organising a very successful event. 

 

21. Cllr Main raised the problem of distributing information (notably “hard copy) to outlying 

areas, where many people do not receive the Grapevine. Mr Scaife is willing to keep a supply 

of Grapevines at his home for people who are willing to collect them. Cllr Main would like to 

see some system of dead-letter boxes with “flags”, and she received the support of Kathy 

Kimberly. She agreed to come up with more detail at the next meeting. 

 

22. The question of follow-up of the Parish Plan by the Parish Council was raised; Cllr 

Waterworth considered that a special meeting was needed for this, and this was fixed for 

August 6
th

 at 7.30 pm. 

 

23. The Chairman suggested electing a Vice-Chairman as he may be in hospital at the next 

meeting; however it was decided not to do so. 

 

24. Traffic calming: Cllr Hobbs had tackled Duncan Lord who was thought to be under the 

impression that we had withdrawn our request for traffic calming; a scheme had been drawn 

up by Elaine Owen costing £20,000 but we have no details of this. She has repeatedly told us 

that we cannot have just one hump under the lamp in Stratford road, but with very little 

explanation. 

Cllr Waterworth said he knew of someone in the parish willing to pay for a traffic calming 

scheme if it was done by “visual impact”. It was not too clear how this would be achieved and 

Cllr Waterworth agreed to ask the benefactor concerned to come up with a firm plan. We are 

still in the queue for a WCC traffic calming scheme, but Mr Scaife was asked to write to them 

and say that we had discussed the matter and were are disappointed with progress. 

 

25. Cllr Gardner had printed a supply of green (undated) Charlecote privilege cards, and these 

are obtainable free from Mr Scaife. 

 

26. It was agreed that Cllr Waterworth be allowed to use the field by the school (Bridge street) 

for parking by his wedding guests on October 19
th

. 

 

27. Wellesbourne Airfield. Cllr Waterworth had spoken to the Charlecote Clerk. Charlecote 

will shortly call another meeting about it. Cllr Hobbs said that Richard Sweeting of SDC has 

written to the Airfield to ask them about flying activities, and they refuse to reply. 

Wellesbourne Parish Council apparently favour flying and have complained that our MP is 

opposed to it. 

 

28. Planning applications passed round council: 

 (a) 2 The Langlands; kitchen/utility extension; no objections. 

 (b) Liskinfere, Church street; two-storey extension; no objections. 
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 (c) Mount Pleasant; conversion of barn to dwelling is being referred back to committee; 

SDC policy would allow business use but not housing. 

Decisions received from SDC: 

 (a) Little Acres, Kings Lane; demolition of stable block + new garage block etc., granted. 

 (b) Grove Fields Farm; conversion of barn to dwelling; planning permission refused, listed 

building consent granted. 

 (c) 7 The Close; bedroom extension etc., granted. 

 

29. Correspondence received by Clerk:  

 (a) WCC; Rural bus services; no comments. 

 (b) Anne Baker would like 

  (i) white kerbs at Packsaddle junction; there was no support for this suggestion. 

  (ii) to raise the height of the priority sign at the bridge on entering the village; this had 

already been done by WCC following a request by the Clerk. 

 (c) Ryon Hill Park has objected to SDC Draft Plan - it wants to develop the woodland 

beside the main road for industrial use; we have already told SDC that we are totally opposed 

to this but Cllr Hobbs suggested we write again giving detailed reasons, since the site could be 

designated for development. It was agreed to do this at once, with Cllrs Main and Woodman 

and Mr Scaife remaining to outline some ideas. 

 (d) The Depot has asked for nominations for a Youth Award for a young person who has 

given service to the community. No names were suggested. 

  

30. AOB. 

 (a) The Chairman asked whether a dog fouling notice could be erected in the lane running 

beside the village hall; Mr Scaife agreed to make enquiries. 

 (b) Cllr Hobbs drew attention to the WCC Community Development Fund which may 

grant up to £5,000 for community projects which involve substantial numbers of villagers. 

 

The next meeting was arranged for 25
th

 September, 7.30 p.m. 

 

The meeting closed at 9.45 p.m.  
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HAMPTON LUCY PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of an extraordinary meeting held on 6 August 2002 in the village hall at 7.30 pm to 

discuss the recently-published Village Plan 

 

Present: 

Councillor Michael Woodman (Chairman) 

Councillor Martyn Gardner 

Councillor Sue Main        

Councillor Huw Williams 

Councillor Paul Waterworth 

Clerk: Alan Scaife 

(the public were not invited). 

 

Before discussion began on the Village Plan, Mr. Scaife asked for the Council’s opinion about 

the possible transfer of the Ingon area to Snitterfield parish. (Mr Huxley, the Parish Review 

Officer had recorded that we were in favour of the proposal). Although one councillor felt that 

the views of the people of Ingon should prevail, the majority view was that the number of 

replies received from our questionnaire (6 households, of which 5 wanted to move to 

Snitterfield) was insufficiently representative of the 17 properties affected, and in view of the 

loss of precept income to our parish, we should oppose the change. This view is to be 

communicated to Mr. Huxley. 

 

Village plan. 

 

The Council worked its way through the projects as listed on the action sheet which was 

printed as a separate sheet accompanying the Village Plan 2002. 

 

Community: “The Parish Council can consider how it can encourage important features of the 

community”. 

This was not understood, and no action is to be taken. 

 

Transport: “A working group should be set up, made up of interested people, to consider all 

aspects of transport - parking, traffic calming, bus services and a cycle track”. 

Rather than forming such a group, the Council discussed these four questions: 

On parking, Cllr Main said she had been in contact with the solicitors representing Coventry 

Diocese, which owns the allotments to the left of the Boar’s Head, and they had said that there 

would be no objection to part of this area being converted to a car-park. There followed 

considerable discussion about the need for a car-park and whether a new car-park in this area 

would actually be used. It would not be big enough for concerts in the church, and would 

probably not be used by people simply dropping off and collecting school children, or even 

those using a village shop, should this be created. Cllr Waterworth averred that once the area 

had been tarmacked, it would never revert to a green area. Some of the current allotment 

holders (John Pratt, Andrew McCutcheon, Peter Carter, Jenny Baldwin and Carol Pagett) 

(who pay rent to the diocese) have protested vigorously about the proposal. It was decided that 

the matter should be discussed publicly at a well-advertised future parish council meeting, 

probably in January. The question of whether to switch off the street lamps during the night 

(e.g. from midnight till 6 a.m.) would be raised at the same meeting. 

On traffic calming, Cllr Waterworth pointed out that that the cars parked in Church street act 

as an effective traffic calming measure, and this was agreed. The question of proper traffic 

calming measures is already under regular consideration by the Council. 
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On bus services, Cllr Williams pointed out that the survey showed that there were people 

asking for buses to be provided at various times and to various places, but these requests were 

unreasonable. Mr. Scaife said he frequently received letters from WCC about needs for buses, 

but that as far as he was aware, the present arrangement (with a bus leaving HL for Stratford 

at about 10.30 a.m. and returning at about 1 p.m.) was adequate. He felt that it would be 

cheaper for WCC to subsidise taxis for needy people that to lay on more buses, most of which 

are travelling nearly empty. As to car-sharing, it was agreed to put an item in the Grapevine to 

try to bring together those who had offered lifts and those who needed them.  

Regarding the proposed cycle track to Stratford, Cllr Main felt that this was a dead duck, 

mainly because of the opposition from people in Alveston. She considered that Tim Bugg had 

tried every avenue.  

 

Cycle track: “To pass information to Sustrans” (see above) 

 

Law and Order: “The Parish Council should seek to raise the visibility of the Neighbourhood 

watch scheme and our local policeman”. Cllr Waterworth was keen to “kick-start” the 

Neighbourhood Watch scheme into action with more publicity. Some councillors had not 

noticed that we have Neighbourhood Watch signs at two of the village entrances. Our local 

policeman is to be invited to talk to the Parish Council meeting in November.  

 

Village Design Statement: “A Design Statement should be drawn up to consider development 

issues”. No further cash is available from SDC for this. The Council felt it inappropriate that 

Mr. Rajkowski (being himself a developer) should chair the proposed working party, and were 

assured that he would only act in an advisory capacity. Even so, the Council was not happy 

about the proposal to “farm out” development matters to a small group independent of the 

Council. Cllr Main agreed to find out how it had been done in Charlecote. 

 

Village Amenities/Shop: “Set up a working party to hold a public meeting”. It was agreed that 

Cllr Main and Jackie Williams would arrange a meeting to discuss the possible creation of a 

village shop, and to identify those anonymous people who had volunteered to help with it in 

the appraisal. 

Cllr Woodman said we needed a new notice board, with part locked and part for public use. 

The clerk agreed to investigate the cost of professionally made notice boards, and the 

possibility of obtaining a grant for this. 

Cllr Main will look into the possibility of a second board in Hatton Rock, which she is willing 

to maintain. 

 

Village Hall: “Pass findings to village hall committee”. It is assumed the Appraisal Group will 

do this. 

 

Social Activities: “Pass findings to appropriate organisations”. It is assumed the Appraisal 

group will do this. 

 

The remaining items on the list were regarded as either being in hand by the Council 

(Footpaths, river, ditches and hedges) or else to be dealt with by the named individuals, with 

the Council’s blessing (yoga, cycling, water meadow, sports opportunities, senior citizens’ 

club, motivation of volunteers). 

 

It may be noted that many of these items were described by one councillor as a “wish list” 

which a small council such as ours could hardly be expected to fulfil. However since this 

meeting we have heard that Wellesbourne is hoping to build a leisure centre which could meet 

many of these wishes. [The meeting ended at 9.30 p.m.] 
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HAMPTON LUCY PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of meeting held on 25 September 2002 in the village hall at 7.30 pm 

 

Present: 

 

Councillor Michael Woodman (Chairman) 

Councillor Martyn Gardner 

Councillor Sue Main        

Councillor Huw Williams 

Councillor Paul Waterworth 

 

Councillor Richard Hobbs (SDC and WCC)  

Alan Scaife, Clerk 

+ 6 members of the public 

 

1. There were no apologies for absence. 

 

2. The Chairman declared an interest in The Langlands lighting, which he would bring up in 

AOB. 

 

3. The minutes of the meetings of 17 July and 6 August, copies of which had been given to all 

Councillors, were signed by the Chairman. 

 

4. Mrs Sue Lampitt, the Council’s representative on the village school’s governing body, gave 

a talk about the school. She mentioned the care given to individual children, and cited an 

example of a child who was very difficult on arrival, but totally integrated after the first term. 

There is a “sharing assembly” every Friday at 2.45 to which parents and others are welcome, 

where pleasant incidents during the week are discussed, and good behaviour rewarded. The 

new “prefab” room which was lowered into place during the year is proving invaluable for 

small groups who may need special tuition etc. An after-school “Muffin club” has been 

formed where children from the school and others can be looked after until their parents get 

home. 

Mr. Birch asked why so many children came from Wellesbourne and Loxley, and was told 

that this was the result of parental choice, and that the school would not be viable without 

them. (It has 79 pupils). Cllr Waterworth asked about the effect of the Soham murders; no 

teachers had been excluded due to the late police checks. He asked whether the school wanted 

closer relations with the PC, and was told that it wanted a dialogue with all the village groups. 

The Chairman thanked her for her talk. 

 

5. Matters arising: 

 (a) Traffic calming; there was a long, heated discussion about this, with vociferous 

complaints about speeding cars from Mr and Mrs Holt from Snitterfield street. Cllr 

Waterworth had heard no more about the “visual impact” proposal. Cllr Main mentioned 

“quiet lanes” but Cllr Hobbs pointed out that this means “pot-holed”. Cathy Kimberly 

suggested a police speed trap; Cllr Hobbs agreed to try and arrange one. 

 (b) Safe surfaces; Mr Scaife is hoping for an ERDP grant for these, but if it is granted, 

we first have to get the work done and pay the bill; hence we may need a bridging loan for 

about 10 weeks. He was authorised to spend up to £250 in fees and interest charges on this. 
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6. Annual Return 2001-2: the Council approved the accounts and acknowledged their 

collective responsibilities as set out in the Statement of Assurance. 

 

7. Payment of the Clerk’s half-year salary (£400) was approved. 

 

8. It was agreed that John Holmes could be paid up to £530 from the WCC footpath grant (as 

agreed by each Councillor earlier) for his work on the Scar bank bridleway. 

 

9. Distribution of information: 

 (a) Cllr Main is continuing to seek agreement from residents in Ingon, Ryon Hill and 

Hatton to erect notice boards in these areas. She will update them when they are ready. 

 (b) Cllr Waterworth talked about creating a website and the problems of keeping it up 

to date. Mr. Schroeder suggested approaching the school and the youth club to see if they 

might be interested in running the site. This was agreed. [Margaret Lunnon (school 

Headmistress) has the skill and on 27 Sept. agreed to try it next spring]. 

 

10. Mr. Scaife had intended to attend the WCC Emergency Planning Briefing, but apologised 

for not having done so. However Cllr Hobbs had attended, and reported that most of the 

meeting was about a Conoco disaster and the lessons learned from it. 

 

11. Cllrs Woodman and Waterworth and Mr Scaife will attend a meeting in Charlecote on 2
nd

 

Oct about flying from Wellesbourne. 

 

12. It was agreed to send a letter of support to Wellesbourne Parish Council for their plan to 

build a sports/leisure centre. 

 

13. The Parish Plan was adopted subject to reservations expressed in the minutes of the PC 

meeting of 6
th

 August. 

 

14. Mr Scaife reported that Sharon Twist and family (and other boys) had raised £65 for the 

playing field fund. As this was prompted by the boys’ request to modify the skateboard ramp 

in a way which was later said to be inadvisable by its manufacturer, Cllr Waterworth felt that 

the money should be returned. However Mr Scaife explained that she knew this by the time 

the “fun-run” took place, but was happy to raise the money as an expression of appreciation of 

the Council’s work on the playing field. He had written to thank them all. 

 

15. Cllr Hobbs talked about the proposals for the major midlands airports. He said the 

possible new giant airport between Coventry and Rugby would be larger than Heathrow, but 

the noise would not affect Hampton Lucy. If it were built, both Birmingham and Coventry 

airports would close. If Birmingham is extended, it would hamper the development of 

Coventry. Wellesbourne airfield may be affected: WASP (Warwickshire Structure Plan) says 

Wellesbourne can only have training and private flights for the next 11 years, but if Coventry 

closes, WASP is dead. WCC has objected to the proposal for a brand-new airport between 

Rugby and Coventry, but is holding fire on the alternatives. Cllr Hobbs suggested that the 

questionnaire which comes with the DETR consultation document is too complicated, and 

suggests we wait for “VIEW” which will be delivered to every household, and contains a 

simpler questionnaire which he suggests we all return. A suggestion to this effect to be put in 

the Grapevine. WCC are employing consultants who will, among other things, examine the 

basis of the prediction of huge increases in air passenger traffic. 
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16. The Council acknowledged the general duty placed on it by the Race Relations 

(Amendment) Act 2000. It will continue within its functions and policies to have due regard 

to the need to eliminate discrimination, promote equality of opportunity and racial equality. 

 

17. Planning applications passed round council: 

 (a) Mrs S England, Hampton Corner, Warwick rd; change of use of land 

     Decisions received from SDC: 

 (a) Mount Pleasant; Listed Building Consent Granted BUT Planning permission 

refused 

 (b) Liskinfere, Church street; 2-story extension; planning permission granted 

Response by WCC: 

 (a) Ingon Manor Golf Course Bedroom Block; is in Green Belt but they leave it to 

SDC. 

 

18. Correspondence etc received by clerk: 

 (a) Thanks from Geoff Cowperthwaite for PCC grant 

 (b) Storm radio station party invitation; no takers. 

 (c) Crimestoppers car theft warning notice left in village hall. 

 (d) Thanks from Wellesbourne Wanderers for use of pitch 

 (e) WALC; reps needed for County Committee; correspondence circulated; reply by 9 

Oct. Cllr Main may apply. 

 

19. Financial statement as at 13 Sept 02: 

 Current account   £41.59 

 Savings account  £2607.19 

 Playing field account  £7.64 + £65 from Sharon Twist 

 

20. Any other business (information only): 

Cllr Gardner reported that a huge refrigerated lorry (Christian Salveson T936 ENH) had been 

sent via the village by Bomfords at 9.45 p.m. on 6
th

 Sept., and had been obliged to drive over 

the green triangle to avoid crossing the bridge. The driver was apologetic. It was agreed that 

the Clerk should approach Bomfords and ask them to put up a notice at the exit to Old 

Pastures farm indicating that such lorries must turn left to avoid the village. 

The Chairman mentioned that the new lamps had been installed today (and the columns 

painted) in the Langlands, and it was confirmed that the Council would pay £1500 towards the 

cost (ex-VAT) as previously agreed). [The new bulbs are 23w as opposed to 80w for the old 

ones]. 

 

The next meeting was arranged for Wed 20 Nov. 7.30. 

 

The meeting closed at 9.50 p.m. 
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HAMPTON LUCY PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of an extraordinary meeting held on 6 Nov 2002 at 6 The Langlands at 7.30 pm 

 

Present: 

 

Councillor Michael Woodman (Chairman) 

Councillor Martyn Gardner 

Councillor Sue Main        

Councillor Huw Williams 

Councillor Paul Waterworth 

Clerk, Alan Scaife 

and two members of the public. 

 

1. There were no absentees. 

 

2. Cllr Main declared a personal but non-prejudicial interest in item 3 in that she lives close to 

the site in question. 

 

3. The Chairman explained that the meeting had been called to discuss planning application 

02/03025/FUL (Ryon Hill Park; construction of The Gatehouse office block) in view of the 

strong objections expressed by every councillor on seeing the plans. He pointed out that when 

outline planning permission was granted to the previous owners of the site, it was passed on to 

the new owners, Messrs Stannifers. Under current planning guidelines, it is unlikely that 

permission for such a development in the countryside would have been granted. 

 

Cllr Waterworth suggested that our objections should be couched in broad terms, such as 

“where will it all end?”, the density of the development, and the extra traffic generated. It was 

noted that Stannifers’ own brochure stated that development would be completed with the 

construction of Avon House and Lake House (still not built), but it was felt that this argument 

would not carry weight with the planning authority. 

 

The Chairman invited Mr Jeremy Rodway-Smith, of Lower Ryon Hill Farm, to put forward 

the views of the residents living near the site. He pointed out that the Architectural Statement 

accompanying the proposal says that the building “which sits well within the existing 

landscape, respects its immediate neighbours with minimal overlooking” which is not the 

case, and that the Development Brief of June 1990 by SDC states that “the siting, size and 

design of all new buildings will be controlled in order to limit their visual impact both within 

and from outside the site” which will not be possible for The Gatehouse. The same brief 

stipulates that there is to be no development on the site proposed for The Gatehouse. 

 

After further discussion it was decided to object to the application in the following terms: 

(a) The proposal is contrary to the Ryon Hill Development Brief dated June 1990, and we 

believe it contravenes current development planning guidance. 

(b) We believe that the application is defective in a number of respects. 

(c) It represents over-development for a green-field site in a rural area. 
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(d) We are concerned about the environmental impact of the increase in traffic in our parish 

(see our Village Plan, page 8). 

(e) The visual intrusion from the main road and neighbouring houses is unacceptable. 

 

The meeting closed at 9.30 p.m. 

 

HAMPTON LUCY PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of meeting held on 20 November 2002 in the village hall at 7.30 pm 

 

Present: 

 

Councillor Michael Woodman (Chairman) 

Councillor Martyn Gardner 

Councillor Sue Main        

Councillor Huw Williams 

Councillor Paul Waterworth 

Councillor Richard Hobbs (SDC and WCC)  

Alan Scaife, Clerk 

+ 6 members of the public 

 

1. There were no apologies for absence. 

 

2. There were no declarations of interest. 

 

3. The minutes of the meetings of 25 September and 6 November, copies of which had been 

given to and accepted by all Councillors, were signed by the Chairman. 

 

4. The Chairman introduced PC Trevor Hall, our Community Beat Officer. He explained that 

his beat covers Shipston road Stratford, Loxley, Tiddington, Alveston, Charlecote and 

Hampton Lucy. He has walked Hampton Lucy three times since taking over in August and 

listed the incidents logged since then, which were an argument outside the pub and £180 

worth of property stolen from a garden shed. The Chairman asked how calls were prioritised, 

and was told this was done by the call handler. The Chairman remarked on the long time taken 

to attend a dispute at the playing field ramp; apparently such ramps are often the scene of 

disputes. Cllr Waterworth asked about the drug problem, and was told that it was huge. There 

are four heroin addicts in Ilmington alone. 90% of Stratford shoplifting incidents are drug-

related. In Mr Hall’s experience nearly all drug addicts started on cannabis, so he is totally 

opposed to legalising this. Cllr Williams raised the question of speeding. 

PC Hall then introduced PC Lindsay Shaw, the Community Safety Officer for the SDC area, 

who deals with Neighbourhood Watch. He said the police can lay a strip across the road to 

find out whether vehicles are speeding, and if so, follow it up with a radar trap. Mr Schroeder 

had timed traffic thought to be speeding in Snitterfield street and calculated that it was not 

usually exceeding 30 mph., although it may appear so. The question of “duster salesmen” was 

discussed; Mr Schroeder had checked their credentials with their Nottingham base. Mr. Scaife 

offered to pass on Neighbourhood Watch warnings to his e-mail list of parishioners. 

The Chairman thanked Messrs Hall and Shaw for their visit. 

 

5. Matters arising. Mr Scaife had written to Bomfords about giant lorries entering the village 

from Old Pastures Farm, and had received a polite reply but no mention of erecting a sign to 

guide lorries leaving the farm (which has not been done) as he had requested. A subsequent e-

mail to this effect from Mr Scaife had been ignored.  
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6. The annual sponsorship of the Grapevine (£120) (Sept 02-Aug 03) was approved. 

 

7. The possibility of creating a car park on the allotments to the left of the Boar’s Head was 

discussed. Cllr. Waterworth suggested the Council should formulate a view on this. Cllr Main 

had corresponded with Godfrey Payton on this. A full meeting of Coventry Diocese (the 

owners of the land) had considered it and decided that the decision should be left to the 

residents of Hampton Lucy. The Chairman suggested that the subject be given a full airing at 

the next PC meeting, as promised in the Grapevine. Cllr Waterworth said the Council is 

elected to make these decisions, and he was opposed to the car park. The Council would have 

to take over the lease. Cllr Williams asked who would pay to create the car park. Mr. Birch 

said it was in the wrong place; Cllr Gardner pointed out that parents dropping off children had 

been offered the use of the pub car park but did not use it. Cllr Hobbs pointed out that in 

Wootten Wawen the parents have been invited to use the pub car park barely 100 yards from 

the school, but do not do so.  

It was agreed to discuss the matter fully at the January meeting, along with the question of 

turning off street lamps during much of the night. 

 

8. Freedom of Information Act 2000; it was agreed to adopt the model scheme (Core classes 

only). 

 

9. Dealing with planning applications. It was resolved that in view of the fact that the SDC 

Planning and Legal departments appear to be quite happy with the way we have been dealing 

with these applications (by passing them round the Council with an attached slip for 

Councillors’ comments, which are forwarded by the Clerk to the Planning Officers) the 

Council will continue with this procedure until further notice. 

 

10. The Clerk presented Messrs Clement Keys’ Audit Report for the financial year 2001/2. A 

qualified opinion was given since there was no independent internal auditor for the year in 

question. The Chairman (who carried out the internal audit) pointed out that what we had 

done had been given advance approval for this, the first year of the “Lighter Touch” scheme, 

by NALC in the WALC newsletter. 

 

11. Mr. Chris Schroeder had kindly agreed to act as honorary internal auditor in future, and his 

first half-year audit was considered. He had drawn attention to the way in which the Clerk’s 

salary is taxed; Mr Scaife has since obtained confirmation from the tax authorities that it does 

not have to be deducted at source, but can be declared with other income. The other point 

raised was the need to state the basis of valuation of assets. There were also some mistakes in 

mowing bills, which have been rectified. 

 

12. Play Area Inspection Report; Mr Scaife presented the annual safety inspection report by 

Messrs IPI (SDC’s contractors). Most items are considered safe but the climbing frame was 

rated “high-risk” apparently because of a possible head trap between two logs. He had spoken 

to the contractor (Gary Watkinson) about this, because the gap in question is ample for even 

an adult head, and had been told that it is clearly safe. Cllr Waterworth said that in view of 

insurance worries, we should ask for a letter to this effect. This was agreed. 

 

13. Mr Scaife explained how the footpath past Old Pastures farm had been officially re-

aligned by WCC at Miss Creak’s request. It now passes straight through the farmyard and 

along the field headland as far as the river. 
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14. SDC have offered us the chance to cut our own roadside verges within the village, but 

would pay us only £127.25 to do so. Mary Bloxsome has expressed no interest in the contract. 

It was decided to turn down the offer. 

 

15. Proposed electoral division changes; all Councillors had studied the plans sent out by 

WCC and all had chosen option 2. This option will be reported to WCC. 

 

16. Mr Scaife reported that DEFRA have today confirmed a grant to us under the England 

Rural Enterprise Scheme of £8452, which together with £1500 offered by the John Lucy Trust 

will pay for safe surfaces (wet-pour rubber) to be installed by DCM Ltd under the climbing 

frame, swings and roundabout on the playing field. It includes £26 to make good the poorly 

established parts of the beech hedge on the south side of the field. Because DEFRA will not 

release the money until the work is done and the bill paid, we need to take an overdraft of 

about £8000 from HSBC. Councillors were given the overdraft agreement to sign. The total 

borrowing cost should not exceed £150. It was resolved that the Clerk could place the contract 

for the work to begin once the official letter of the grant offer had been received from 

DEFRA, and provided that DCM did not increase their tender price. 

 

17. Mr Scaife had attended a talk by the National Playing Fields Association Fields Protection 

Officer, Paul Allen, in Coventry on 11 November, about how playing fields can be protected 

in perpetuity from development  by being given to NPFA. However in our case, because it is a 

King George’s Field registered with the Charity Commission, it is already so protected.  

 

18. Suggestions were invited for inclusion in next year’s budget. Mr Schroeder suggested that 

we should pay the full price to install traffic calming measures, but was told that they must in 

any event conform to WCC’s standards (which would involve a total cost of about £8,000) 

and that WCC will pay 75% of the cost once we get to the top of their list, which could be 

quite soon. The Chairman reminded the meeting that Stannifers had offered 25% (or a 

maximum of £2,500) towards this. Mr Birch wanted larger signs in Charlecote showing the 

bridge weight limit. This would also be paid for by WCC if they agreed it, and assuming it 

were to be requested. 

 

19. Planning applications passed round council; 

      (a) Mount Pleasant; conversion of barn to home/office; no objections 

      (b) Ryon Hill Gatehouse (Emergency meeting held 6 Nov); strong objections. 

      (c) New application for Round House Farm, Kings Lane 

 Decisions received from SDC: 

      (a) Ingon Manor Golf Club; extension to greenkeeper store; planning permission granted 

      (b) Mr and Mrs Naylor; two-story extension to Liskinfere, Church street; PP granted 

      (c) Spring Farm House, Warwick rd; demolition of car showroom and holiday cottage and 

replacement by 2 dwellings + garage; appeal against decision rejected by inspector. 

 

20. Correspondence etc. received 

      (a) Mr Scaife passed on a message from Derrick Clark (Grove Fields Farm) (in response to 

the letter sent out by Roger Evans WCC) that his tractor + bowser weigh 7.3 tonnes (i.e. less 

that the bridge weight limit). 

       (b) VEG want to place flower troughs beside the Bridge street sign next to the bridge, and 

at the Stratford road village entrance; WCC say these must be a PC responsibility; this was 

accepted, and Diana Robinson is to be informed, and thanked for the VEG’s efforts. 

       (c) Wellesbourne business directory available for £1; will be in Wellesbourne library 

soon. 
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21. Financial statement:  Current account balance:     £28.97 

    Savings account balance:  £4513.80 

    Total:     £4542.77 

    Playing field fund       £72.65   
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22. AOB. The question of flying from Wellesbourne airfield was raised, and that of the 

proposed new Midlands Airport. Cllr Waterworth had attended a meeting of a sub-committee 

formed with Charlecote and Loxley after the meeting of 2
nd

 October in Charlecote, which had 

agreed a statement to be sent to SDC to the effect that: 

 all three councils objected to the creeping increase in activity on the airfield and around the 

perimeter. 

 they would oppose any transition to business use (executive jets have begun to fly in and 

out). 

 they oppose any increase in activity at Wellesbourne which might result from the decision 

about the new Midlands airports. 

 

Mr Schroeder expressed disappointment that none of our Council attended the meeting about 

the new Midlands airports held last night at Wellesbourne school. Both he and Cllr Hobbs 

urged everyone to write to the government or at least fill in the questionnaires attached to the 

Consultation document. 

As regards the latter, it was agreed that the Council should return a copy stating that it was 

opposed to the Rugby option, and in favour of an extension of the runway at Birmingham 

airport, but not the wide-spaced option. The Chairman agreed to do this, and to write a letter 

along the same lines. 

 

The next parish council meeting was fixed for Wednesday 15 January in the village hall, and 

the Finance Meeting (not open to the public) will be held at the Chairman’s house on 

Thursday 12 December at 7.30 p.m. 

 

The meeting closed at 10 p.m. 
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HAMPTON LUCY PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of meeting held on 15 January 2003 in the village hall at 7.30 pm 

 

Present: 

 

Councillor Michael Woodman (Chairman) 

Councillor Martyn Gardner 

Councillor Sue Main        

Councillor Huw Williams 

Councillor Paul Waterworth 

Councillor Richard Hobbs (SDC and WCC) (after 9 pm) 

Alan Scaife, Clerk 

+ 11 members of the public 

 

1. Cllr Hobbs had apologised for late arrival. 

 

2. Cllr Williams declared a non-pecuniary interest in item 11 (village hall request) and Cllr 

Main declared a non-pecuniary interest in item 16 (planning applications). 

 

3. The minutes of the meetings of 20 November 02 and the Finance Committee meeting of 12 

December 02, copies of which had been given to, and accepted by all the councillors, were 

signed by the Chairman. 

 

4. Matters arising: 

 (a) The Clerk reported that our publication scheme under the Freedom of Information Act 

 had been accepted by the Information commissioner. 

 (b) He read out a letter from the Playground safety inspector, which we had requested, 

about the safety of the climbing frame. According to this, the frame will be regarded as 

medium risk (rather than high, as at present) once the safe surfaces are installed. 

 

5. Cllr Main introduced the topic of car parking space in the village, identified in the Parish 

Plan. This had led to the allotments to the left of the Boar’s Head being identified as a 

possible site. The owners, Coventry Diocese, had no objection to the idea, but had suggested 

that the villagers should decide. The Chairman asked the public whether anyone wished to 

speak in favour of the idea, but none did. John Dunkerton and Tim Critchley spoke against it, 

saying that it would not be used because people are unwilling to walk any distance. The 

Council decided not to pursue the idea. 

 

6. The Chairman then asked the public whether any were in favour of turning off the street 

lamps after midnight. Cllr Waterworth explained why he favoured the idea; he argued that 

hardly anybody is about between midnight and 6 a.m., and did not believe there would be any 

more danger; most burglaries take place during the afternoon. He pointed out that Charlecote 

has no lamps, and has not had any burglaries between those hours. He considered that 

darkness is more appropriate for a rural environment. However the Clerk read out a list of 9 

people who had registered an objection to the idea, and the feeling from the floor was largely 

opposed to it on the grounds of security and deterring vandalism. Bev Williams brought a lot 

of evidence which Tony Johns had got from the internet to support keeping the lights on. The 

Chairman asked for proposals from the Council, but there were none, and so it was agreed not 

to pursue the idea any further. 

 

7. Payment of £10 + VAT was approved for the letter mentioned in 4(b). 
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8. The Clerk reported that the new safe surfaces under the swings, climbing frame and 

roundabout had been successfully installed before Christmas by DCM Ltd., and that a DEFRA 

representative had called today to inspect the work to approve payment of the ERDP grant 

(£8,459). Payment should take 4-6 weeks. The John Lucy Trust had also contributed £1,500. 

The boys who wanted to make a BMX track from the soil excavated to make the safe surfaces 

had been invited to the meeting to explain their intentions, but did not turn up. The Chairman 

was very unhappy about this, not knowing what was involved in making and controlling such 

a track. It was agreed that the boys should be approached again, and that they should not be 

given the go-ahead until they had made their plans clear. 

 

9. The Clerk explained that Mr Ralph Heeley had done some useful work to the Scar bank 

bridleway (clearing brambles), and had asked whether we might make a donation to the Red 

Cross. This would be towards sponsoring him on “Trek South Africa”. Sarah Manchester has 

said we cannot use our footpath grant towards this. It was agreed to consider it under item 12. 

 

10. Cllr Waterworth proposed a precept for 2003/4 of £6,000 (as decided at the finance 

committee meeting) and this was agreed. 

 

11. Mr Scaife had received a request by e-mail from Eddy Hoare for additional cash from the 

PC (above and beyond the annual grant, which will be £566 next year) for new curtains, 

lighting and 2 windows for the village hall. Bev Williams (Village Hall Committee Chairman) 

explained that the VH committee could not apply for grants elsewhere, because it didn’t own 

the hall, and JLT (which does own it) cannot do so because it is a charity. Cllr Waterworth 

suggested they should nevertheless try, and if unsuccessful, should put together a more 

sophisticated proposal to the Parish Council. 

 

12. Donations to charity. The Council had set aside £200 at the beginning of the year for 

donations to charity. Mr Scaife had circulated four letters of requests - from Shipston Hospice, 

the Winged Fellowship Trust, CAB and the Women’s Royal Voluntary Service - received 

during the year. Cllr Gardner took the view that the Council should not make such donations. 

Cllr Waterworth thought we should donate to those which helped our own parishioners. He 

also favoured a small donation to the Red Cross to sponsor Ralph Heeley. It was agreed to 

give £90 to Shipston Hospice, £90 to CAB, and £20 to Ralph Heeley’s sponsorship. 

 

13. New village notice board. Mr Scaife explained that he had spoken to Linda Ridgley of the 

Warwickshire Rural Community Council, about the possibility of grants for this, since a good 

one can cost £1000. She had suggested that if it could be treated as an “art project” a grant 

might be available from the WCC Arts unit, but that it would be preferably if the request came 

from a non-PC group such as VEG. Mr Scaife had passed the idea to Diana Robinson, who 

had promised to look into it. However Ivor Birch also offered to ask his son-in-law (who 

made the existing notice board) whether he could make us a new one. 

 

14. There was a lively discussion about the dead elm trees around the Scar bank bridleway just 

above Avonford cottage. Mr Scaife wanted to approach Mr Jones to cut some down, as they 

frequently fall across the bridleway. There was a lot of objection to this from the floor, and 

from Cllr Waterworth who felt that advice should be sought as to an ecologically acceptable 

approach. Suggestions were made to ask Sarah Manchester to inspect the problem, and to ask 

the advice of Warwickshire Wildlife Trust. Meanwhile it was decided to do nothing. 

 

15. The final £550 had been received of the original £7,550 grant from SDC for playing field 

improvements. It was agreed that this should be put into general revenue, rather than being 
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ear-marked for the playing field, since the Council had used some £4,000 of its own money to 

pay for the new railings in 2000. However, it would be borne in mind should money be 

required if the BMX track materialised. 

 

16. Planning applications passed round council; 

    (a) Ryon Hill Park; construction of underground archive store under Lake House; 

objections      

 Decisions received from SDC: 

     (a) Ryon Hill Gatehouse; application withdrawn 

     (b) Sue England; Hampton Corner; change of use of land; planning permission granted. 

     (c) Round House Farm, Kings lane; reconstruction of storm damaged wings; planning 

permission granted 

 

17. Correspondence etc. received 

     (a) SDC will make us pay £455 for by-elections in future. 

     (b) Thanks from Duncan Fairfax-Lucy for our contribution to the Grapevine. 

     (c) SWHA offering grants; have replied suggesting Stratford road tarmac/bollards (but this 

is unlikely to be successful). 

     (d) WCC will erect deer warning signs just beyond Hampton barn (at request of Brian 

Buckley) 

 

18. Financial statement as at 7 January: 

 Current account :  £5,702.80 

 Savings account:         £1.34 

A cheque to DCM for safe surfaces for £11,663.03 is due to be paid on or about 7 January, but 

a VAT refund of £1,737.05 (for this payment) and a sum of £550 from SDC (final payment of 

our 2000 Playing Field grant) have been received, leaving us with an overdraft of ca £3,683 

until our grant from DEFRA of £8,459 is received. 

 

19. Any other business: Cllr Williams asked whether the council would purchase a seat to go 

in the cemetery. He said Sheila Deacon had offered £20 towards it. Cllr Waterworth thought 

that this was a matter for the Parochial Church Council, who should approach the PC if they 

needed a grant. Carol Paget said she would raise the matter with the PCC. She thought an 

individual was willing to donate a seat. 

 

20. The next meeting was fixed for Wed 19 March at 7.30. 

 

The meeting closed at 9.20 p.m. 
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HAMPTON LUCY PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of meeting held on 19 March 2003 in the village hall at 7.30 pm 

 

Present: 

 

Councillor Michael Woodman (Chairman) 

Councillor Martyn Gardner 

Councillor Sue Main        

Councillor Paul Waterworth 

Councillor Richard Hobbs (SDC and WCC)  

Alan Scaife, Clerk 

+ 9 members of the public 

 

1. Apologies for absence had been received from Cllr. Williams 

 

2. Cllr Main declared a non-pecuniary interest in matters concerning Ryon Hill Park. 

 

3. The minutes of the meeting of the meeting of 15 January, copies of which had been given 

to, and accepted by all the councillors, were signed by the Chairman. 

 

4. Matters arising: the Clerk reported that payment for the safe surfaces in the playing field 

was complete and that the HSBC overdraft was repaid, having cost £62.50 in arrangement 

fees and £17.47 interest.  

 

5. The Clerk read out a letter from Diana Robinson on behalf of the Village Enhancement 

Group. This mentioned the new notice board (see 9) and the proposal to create a garden 

consisting of shrubs brought back to England by Charles Maries, a botanist who lived in 

Hampton Lucy during the 19
th

 century. At present the idea is to plant it in the top corner of 

Miss Creak’s field beside the school. (VEG was told early on that she has no objection to such 

plantings). Ken Cockshull gave a potted history of Charles Maries. However Jenny Cowley 

suggested another possible site, namely the old allotments running along the north side of the 

Stratford road just beyond the village sign. The Council offered VEG its full support for the 

garden, including the £100 set aside in the 2003/4 budget for the VEG. 

 

6. Mr. Scaife reported that the footpath to Charlecote had been repaired by WCC, and Cllr 

Hobbs reported that he had secured funds for completing the footpath into Charlecote opposite 

Bambi cottage. He also reported that Roger Evans at WCC had done a traffic survey on the 

road past Hatton Rock and Packsaddle cottages with a view to imposing a weight limit if 

Bomfords do not observe the one-way system we have suggested (via Hatton Bank lane). The 

Chairman pointed out that the signs on the main road at the Packsaddle junction are 

confusing, as they tell Bomfords’ vehicles to use the next junction north, but also say “tractors 

turning”. Cllr Hobbs agreed to ask Roger Evans to take down this latter sign, and to pursue the 

problem.  

 

7. Moles; the Council had held an informal meeting about this and now confirmed that they 

will not place a contract for mole control in the coming year. It was suggested that we might 

offer the mowing contractor an extra sum for raking down the molehills before mowing (to 

avoid damage to mower blades) but this idea was not agreed. 
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8. The following payments were authorised: 

(a) lighting maintenance bill for 2002/3; £178.20+VAT 

(b) Clerk’s half-year salary £400 

(c) Mole control 2002/3 and safety inspection by Cllr Williams £350 

(d) £30 received from SDC Section 136 to VEG (litter picking) 

(e) PCC grant £200 

(f) Village Hall Grant £566 

(g) CVS Affiliation, £27.50 

(h) Weed control on playing field car park (£165+VAT) (probably will be refunded by 

WFC) 

(i) Up to £250 for weeding and trimming hedges in both fields (£180 last year 

recovered ; s136) 

Concerning (h), Mr Scaife said that for an extra £30 the company would spray along the base 

of the young hedges in the playing field and the field by the school with glyphosate, and had 

assured him that it would not damage the hedge plants so long as they were dormant. (This 

had been suggested by Bev Williams). If successful, it will make the hand-weeding proposed 

under (i) unnecessary. It was agreed to do this. 

 

9. New notice board. Attempts to find grants for this have been unsuccessful, and the 

commercially made boards (2 brochures circulated) were considered too expensive. Mr. Scaife 

had not heard from Ivor Birch’s son-in-law, but knew an amateur carpenter in Wellesbourne 

who might be willing to make a hardwood copy of our present board. He was authorised to 

spend up to £400 for this. 

 

10. Bollards. There was much discussion about whether bollards should be installed (a) on the 

green triangle at the top of Bridge street, (b) on the road side of the village green outside the 

hall and (c) on the grass verge opposite numbers 1-4 Stratford road. For (a) Mervyn Hancox 

(WCC Divisional Surveyor’s office) fears they may get damaged by large vehicles “leaning” 

on them: some present thought it unwise to install them since cars might get damaged. Others 

suggested large stones instead of bollards which look too “urbanized”. Most favoured putting 

one or two on the village green, but Jenny Cowley thought they were unnecessary on the 

Stratford road verge. She also did not favour tarmacking the pot-holed area used for parking 

opposite her house for which Mr Scaife is seeking quotes, but thought a similar parking space 

might be provided further west along the road.. The Chairman suggested (and it was agreed) 

that the whole question of what to do with the Stratford road verge and parking should be 

discussed at the Annual Parish meeting, along with the question of bollards. Meanwhile the 

Clerk is to make enquiries with SWHA about other possible parking options which could be 

put before the meeting.  

 

11. It was agreed to accept Mary Bloxsome’s mowing tender for the playing field and the field 

by the school for the 2003 season. 

 

12. The Clerk’s salary for 2003/4 of £1000/year, agreed at the annual finance meeting, was 

approved. 

 

13. Planning applications passed round Council; none. 

      Decisions received from SDC; 

 (a) Ingon Manor Golf Club; Bedroom Block; PP refused (Green Belt) 

 (b) Mount Pleasant conversion of barn to dwelling; LBC approved but planning 

permission refused. 
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14. Correspondence received: 

 (a) Jeremy Rodway-Smith to Simon Payne re Ryon Hill Park: the former is 

complaining about numerous aspects of the implementation of planning permission for Ryon 

Hill Park.. It was agreed that Cllr Main would represent the Parish Council at a proposed 

meeting between J R-S and SDC. Mr. Scaife agreed to check the condition of the footpath 

through Ryon Hill park (beside the river) and report back to Cllr. Hobbs. 

 (b) Letters of thanks from CAB, Shipston Home Nursing (had £90 each), Ralph 

Heeley (£20) 

 (c) John Maples M.P; use of radar gun by volunteers to check vehicle speeds.. Should 

we do same? Cllr Hobbs thought not. He believes Mr Maples has not conveyed to us the 

situation at Dymchurch, Kent, where this has been tried. According to Cllr Hobbs, it has lead 

to appalling feuding as villagers have “gunned” one another! Chris Schroeder mentioned that 

unmanned mobile speed cameras are used in Leicestershire, and it was agreed that this would 

be preferable to a “vigilante” approach. 

 (d) Transfer of Boar’s Head licence to Louise Hillage and Paul Farley on 4 April. 

 (e) Ecovert offer of cleaning services (circulated). 

 (f) WCC; diverted route of footpath SD132 (past Old Pastures Farm) now officially 

open and supposedly inspected by WCC. Mr. Scaife had inspected it and found it to be 

impassable beyond Old Pastures Farm (as had Chris Schroeder) and had reported this to 

WCC. Cllr Hobbs agreed to take it up with WCC. 

 (g) SDC Parking Standards (circulated). 

 (h) Roger Huxley, Parish review Officer; SDC has recommended transferring Ingon to 

Snitterfield Parish; but needs Deputy Prime Minister’s decision (>October 2003). The 

Chairman was unhappy about this proposal as no reasons were given us for the change. Cllr 

Hobbs said that main roads (in this case the A439) and rivers were chosen as boundaries, and 

that any complaints are unlikely to be heeded. The Chairman agreed not to pursue it. 

 (i) SDC District Local Plan Review; circulated 31 Jan. 

 (j) Temporary Closure of Burton Farm Waste site (16 weeks wef 16 Feb) 

 (k) SDC will phase in fortnightly green waste collection from households over next 3 

years. Cllr. Hobbs explained that SDC are near the government’s recycling target for other 

forms of waste, but 25% of its landfill is green waste which could be composted. If this can be 

done, SDC will be rewarded: if not, it will be penalised. Householders are to be offered 

wheely-bins for it. 

 

15. Financial statement as at 1 March 03: 

 Current account:  £345.60 

 Savings account:  £4151.34 

 Playing field account: £72.69   [+ possibly £550 of above ear-marked] 

 

16. Any other business (information only): Mr Schroeder and others complained vociferously 

to Cllr Hobbs about the 12.2% increase in Council Tax just imposed. Cllr Hobbs agreed that it 

would be discussed at a Wootten Wawen Electoral Division Panel, but not until after the local 

council elections in May. 

 

17 The next meeting was fixed for Wed 22 May 7.30, followed by Parish Meeting at ca 8 pm 
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HAMPTON LUCY PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of the Annual Meeting held on 21 May 2003 in the village hall at 7.30 pm 

 

Present: 

 

Councillor Michael Woodman  

Councillor Martyn Gardner 

Councillor Sue Main        

Councillor Paul Waterworth 

Councillor Huw Williams  

Alan Scaife, Clerk 

+ 5 members of the public 

 

1. The Clerk called upon the Council to elect a Chairman for the coming year. Cllr Williams 

proposed Cllr Woodman, and this was seconded by Cllr Main. There were no other 

nominations and Cllr Woodman was unanimously elected. He signed a Declaration of Office 

and took the chair. 

 

2. Apologies had been received from Cllr Hobbs. 

 

3. There were no declarations of interest in items in the agenda. 

 

4. The minutes of the previous meeting (March 19), copies of which had been given to, and 

accepted by all the Councillors, were signed by the Chairman. 

 

5. Matters arising from those minutes: 

 (a) The Chairman explained that he and the Clerk had met Mr Tom Shaw at the village 

notice board and discussed our requirements for a replacement board. Mr Shaw’s plan for a 

similar board to the present one, but with a larger roof, to be made of tanalised timber, was 

accepted. Mr Scaife said it might be necessary to drive to Leicester to collect the special board 

needed to accept drawing pins, whereupon Tim Critchley offered to do this on one of his 

regular visits there. The price is to be £400, which does not include fixing into the ground. 

Cllr Main asked if the old board could be erected at Hatton Rock, and the Clerk agreed to try 

and arrange this. Cllr Main will be responsible for the notices there. 

 (b) Cllr Waterworth asked whether the VEG had been in touch about the Charles 

Maries garden, and whether they had been adequately thanked for their efforts. Mr Scaife said 

he had done this when passing on the £30 for litter-picking, but he had had no proposals about 

the garden. 

 (c) The question of Bomford’s vehicles going through Hatton Rock was raised. Mr 

Scaife had had complaints from Rosamunde Quincey at Packsaddle that this was still 

happening until recently. He had passed them on to Roger Evans at WCC, who had written to 

Bomfords.  

 

6. Payment was authorised for: 

(a) annual insurance premium £434.94 (19% increase; £400 budgeted). 

(b) WALC subscription, £83 

(c) CLEAR subscription £10 

 (d) NALC/SLCC Audit Guidance; New Practitioner’s Guide £11.99 
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7. Mr Scaife reported that he had painted the gate into the “Parish Field” (Bridge street) and 

attached the new sign, for which he was thanked. He also reported that the application  of 

Glyphosate (Roundup) to the hedge bottoms in this field and the playing field on 27 March by 

Complete Weed Control had been very effective although a few of the feebler beech plants 

may have been damaged by it. Both hedges are now growing strongly. The Chairman pointed 

out that some horseradish plants are coming through in the (sprayed) car park, and Mr Scaife 

said he would apply some glyphosate to them. 

 

8. He also showed the Council a photograph of a half-dead oak tree overhanging the road near 

the turning into Old Pastures farm, which Miss Creak had had cut down at the request of 

WCC following the Clerk’s suggestion that it was a danger to traffic. Miss Creak has been 

thanked. However Cllr Waterworth expressed the feeling that this road looks barren, and that 

it would be nice to plant new trees. This of course is up to the adjoining landowners. 

 

9. Cllr Main may attend the WALC councillors’ training course (30/6 and 7/7). However an 

excellent book “The Good Councillor’s Guide” has just been given us by WALC, and Mr 

Scaife passed it to her to see if it was sufficient for her purpose. 

 

10. The Chairman signed the Parish Paths Agreement for the coming year. Footpaths were 

discussed, and it was agreed to try to spread road planings on the Scar Bank bridleway where 

it passes between brambles near Hill House. Nothing is to be done on the slope next to 

Avonford cottage, although Ivor Birch reported that the stile at the top of it needs repair. 

 

11. The Chairman reported that the annual street lighting bill had been reduced from £417 to 

£283 (ex-VAT) thanks to the low-wattage lamps installed last September in The Langlands on 

Ken Cockshull’s suggestion. 

 

[It being 8 pm, the Annual Parish meeting was held at this point; see below] 

 

12. Planning applications passed round Council;  

 (a) Lower Ryon Hill Farmhouse extension; no objections (late) 

     Decisions received from SDC 

 (a) Lower Ryon Hill Farmhouse extension; planning permission granted 

 

13. Correspondence received: 

(a) John Maples M.P. (i) mixed response on traffic speed. (ii) 88% against referendum 

on Regional Assembly; all forwarded to Deputy Prime Minister. 

 (b) Sarah Manchester replaced by Hayley Gilmour as our WCC P3 officer 

(c) Buses; WCC’s letter asking for comments had been mentioned in Grapevine and 

Ms Quincey had reported that Stratford bus would not stop at Packsaddle. It has now 

been agreed that it will stop anywhere on request. 

 (d) Quote from Wellesbourne Construction for 50 sq m tarmac layby £4,895+VAT 

(e) Warwickshire Web; you can add your event free to 

www.warwickshire.gov.uk/events. Cllr Waterworth asked what had happened about 

our own website. Mr Scaife said the Margaret Lunnon had offered that the school 

would create and run it, but it appears that they are too busy. 

 (f) Proposed Coventry Airport; SDC does not object (with provisos). Letter read out. 

(g) Charity Commission - doubts about charitable status of King George’s playing 

fields. NPFA disagrees. Cllr Waterworth will read both. 

(h) WALC meeting on Regional assemblies Warmington Village Hall Wed 18 June 

7.45. Cllr Main may attend. 

 (i) Connexions; Wheels to Work - free mopeds for 16-25s; subsidised driving lessons. 



Hampton Lucy Parish Council minutes 

 78 

 (j) Thanks from PCC for £200 churchyard grant. 

 

14. Financial statement as at 1 May 03: 

 Current account:  £   129.45 

 Savings account:  £6,166.78 (includes £3,000 first half of 03-04 precept) 

 Total:                            £6,296.23 

 Playing field account:        £72.86   [+ possibly £550 of above ear-marked] 

 

15. AOB: Kathy Kimberley asked if planning applications could be publicised on the e-mail 

system and on the noticeboard. Mr Scaife agreed to do this. 

 

The next meeting was fixed for Wednesday 16 July at 7.30 pm. 

 

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 

 

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held at 8 pm on 21 May 2003 (10 members of the 

public were present). 

 

Chairman’s Report 2002-2003 

 

I thought the Parish Council had had a relatively quiet year before I examined the huge bundle 

of papers which made up my Council file for the past 12 months. As far as the Clerk is 

concerned his equivalent probably filled a filing cabinet! 

 

This time last year Paul Waterworth was gathering his troops to ensure the parish had a 

Queen's Golden Jubilee to remember. As you all know, the event was hugely successful, 

providing great entertainment for everyone, particularly the children, after what started out as 

a very wet day. This sort of event does a great deal for community spirit which was very 

evident on the day.  

 

During the summer the parish plan was published and accepted by the District Council . The 

plan provides the Council with a position statement and indications of the needs of the 

community to direct parish policy. 

 

The Council tackled the problem of agricultural vehicles blocking country roads and has, 

hopefully, agreed with Bomfords a one way system to provide safer routes for everyone. 

Stannifers, the developers at Ryon Hill, attempted to alter Stratford's Draft Plan by seeking to 

develop woodland for industrial purposes. We objected most strongly and, thankfully, no 

alteration was made. 

 

We have been pleased to note the increased use of the playing field following the dog ban, the 

installation of more equipment for the very young and particularly the skateboard ramp which 

has proved very popular. Safe surfaces have been provided now at a cost of £11,700, financed 

largely by a DEFRA grant of £8,459 and another very welcome handout from the John Lucy 

Trust of £1,500. 

 

More recently the Council adopted a proposal from the VEG group to provide a shrub garden 

in memory of Charles Maries, a botanist who lived in Hampton Lucy and who introduced 

many new species into this country. 

 

Finally, I must pay tribute to the VEG group for their work and enthusiasm, the Tea Ladies, 

Diana Robinson and Elaine Rajkowski, who run a very popular social event every fortnight in 



Hampton Lucy Parish Council minutes 

 79 

the Hall.(If you haven't been, you should - you will not be disappointed). Also, thanks to my 

fellow councillors for their diligence and support, particularly Huw who keeps the playing-

field so clean and tidy and to Alan whose tireless efforts with the parish administration have 

now been matched by his DIY skills as witnessed by the parish field gate! Thank you all. 

 

The Chairman then invited the participation of the public, beginning with a discussion of grass 

verges, bollards, and parking problems. Tony Bayliss from Stratford road had seen the item in 

the Grapevine about bollards and was concerned that the Council intended to close off the 

stretch of verge alongside the playing field fence which is currently used as overflow parking 

space. Cllr Waterworth assured him that this was not the intention, and that no decisions had 

been taken. John Robinson pointed out that the parking space to the left of No. 2 Bridge street 

was partly overgrown and that much more space could be made available there. Enquiries will 

be made as to who now owns it. If it is SDC, they will be asked to tidy it up. It was agreed to 

leaflet the Stratford road residents, inviting them to meet outside the playing field, probably 

on the afternoon of Saturday 21
st
 June, to hear their views. 

 

The question of whether to install some bollards on the village green (outside the hall) to 

prevent vehicles travelling along Church street from riding up on the green was discussed. 

Jenny Cowley suggested putting some flower troughs there instead. Tim Critchley said his 

firm would plant it up, and maintain it (without any adverts) if we supplied the troughs and 

compost. The Clerk is to find out what the Highway Authority thinks about this. Cllr Williams 

is strongly opposed to it. 

 

Ivor Birch complained that tourist buses are coming through the village and over the bridge, 

which is illegal. Mr Scaife agreed to tell the Tourist Board about this.  

 

Tim Critchley said that he had noticed groups of children waiting for the school bus in the 

rain, and asked if we could provide a bus shelter. The Chairman replied that the question had 

been raised some time ago [14 March 2001] and caused much dissent. A resident had 

threatened to leave if one was erected. Jacquie Williams said that there are now about ten 

children catching the school bus to Stratford. Mr Critchley did not mind where it is sited, and 

Jenny Cowley thought it would be acceptable near the playing field. Mr Scaife is to make 

enquiries with WCC. 

 

Mr Critchley also mentioned that Bomfords’ workforce (usually students from Eastern 

Europe) congregate around the playing field gate on summer evenings when waiting for their 

bus, sometimes even using the play equipment, and the children find this rather intimidating. 

Jacquie Williams was sure they were nice enough youths and not a danger. The Chairman 

suggested we wait and see if the problem recurs.  

 

At 9 pm the Parish meeting finished, after which the PC meeting continued until 9.20. 
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HAMPTON LUCY PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of the meeting held on 16 July 2003 in the village hall at 7.30 pm 

 

Present: 

 

Councillor Michael Woodman  

Councillor Martyn Gardner 

Councillor Sue Main        

Councillor Paul Waterworth 

Councillor Huw Williams  

Councillor Richard Hobbs (SDC and WCC) 

Alan Scaife, Clerk 

+ 7 members of the public 
 

1. There were no apologies for absence. 

 

2. There were no declarations of interest in items in the agenda. 

 

3. The minutes of the previous meeting (21 May) including those of the Annual Parish 

Meeting, copies of which had been given to, and accepted by all the Councillors, were signed 

by the Chairman. 

 

4. Mr Brian Cave gave a 10-minute talk about the new air ambulance, for which he is seeking 

funds via the Diana Princess of Wales National Air Ambulance. It will be based at Coventry, 

covering Warwickshire and Northamptonshire by day and a wider area at night. It can take off 

in 42 seconds and reach our village in 4-6 minutes compared with 12-14 for the old one and 

will carry a trauma doctor and have two stretchers instead of one. It will fly patients directly to 

centres of excellence such as Addenbrookes Hospital in Cambridge. The Chairman thanked 

him for the talk. 

 

5. Matters arising: 

 (a) Mr Scaife said he had asked the Stratford Tourist Office if they were aware of tourist 

buses crossing our bridge and they were not: he would need company names and telephone 

numbers if he is to chase up any heavy vehicles seen crossing the bridge. 

 (b) the Chairman drew attention to the new notice board made and erected by Mr Tom 

Shaw. The Council were well pleased with it and agreed to the cost of £400. Mr. Birch 

considered this excessive, and thought there was nothing wrong with the old one. Mr. Scaife 

drew attention to the special material used for the surface, which alone had cost nearly £100, 

and pointed out that the old one was rotting in many areas. 

 

6. The Chairman mentioned the meeting held with the Stratford road residents by the playing 

field on 21
st
 June. The residents were well represented and made it clear that they wished the 

verge alongside the playing field fence ( extending from the entrance gate to the potholed area 

used for parking) to be protected against parking, and that a tarmacked parking layby should 

be created some 50 metres long to the west of this grass verge. They did not want a bus shelter 

in the vicinity. Mr Scaife had had a quote for the tarmacking (see below) and Cllr Waterworth 

proposed that more quotes should be sought, together with the approval of WCC Highways 

(who own the verge) for the work. Cllr Hobbs suggested the Community Development Funds 

as a possible source of cash, and it was agreed that a scheme for the grass verge (possibly 

involving trees rather than bollards to deter parkers) should be devise before applying for any 
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grants. Ivor Birch drew attention to the tarmacking of the parking space between the SWHA 

bungalows in Snitterfield street, which had been done recently without any consultation with 

the parish council, and Cllr Hobbs agreed to find out who owned these spaces and who had 

paid for the tarmacking.  

 

7. Payment was authorised for (a) £8 to WALC as our 2003 subscription should have been 

£91 not £83 as they requested and (b) £670 to John Holmes for his recently completed 

improvements to the Scar bank bridleway, SD133. 

 

8. Annual Audit 2002-3. The Council approved the accounts, acknowledged their collective 

responsibilities  as set out in the Statement of Assurance, and approved the Chairman’s Risk 

assessment. Mr Schroeder has confirmed that his services are free, and said the accounts had 

been well presented. It was agreed to amend our Standing Orders to include the need for an 

annual risk assessment.  

 A letter had been received today from the Audit Commission requesting payment of the 

remainder of the outstanding fee for 1999-2000, which we have disputed. It is exactly a year 

since we sent in our cheque with an explanation of our position, to which we have had no 

reply. It was agreed to draw their attention to our earlier letter, and not to pay. 

 

9. Wellesbourne Wanderers Football Club have paid us only £100 of the £160 requested to 

cover the cost of spraying the car park in the playing field. The Clerk was asked to write to 

them and tactfully request the remaining £60. 

 

10. Planning application 03/1892/FUL (Demolition of the Thatched House, near Grove Fields, 

and its replacement by a much larger house) had been seen by all the Councillors, and the 

Council resolved to object to the application on the grounds stated on our circulation slip, 

namely that the proposed property is too large and would totally alter the character of the area. 

 

11. It was agreed that Messrs Birch and Badger should be allowed to erect a bench (using 

materials supplied by WCC) by the dew pond on the Scar bank. Mr. Jones (the landowner) has 

agreed to this. The bridleway where it passes round Avonford cottage has been strimmed by 

Chris Robinson (who has been thanked) and there is thus no need to employ a contractor. 

There was a discussion of the grant due on our P3 agreement, and Mr Scaife read out an e-

mail from Hayley Gilmour (P3 officer) in which she proposed to send us a reduced grant of 

£540 for this year (because our paths are now in better condition) less £185 for the stone just 

used on SD133 - making £355. Together with the £405 remaining unspent from last year, this 

makes £760, to cover the £670 owed to John Holmes. However more may be available later 

this year if needed. 

 

12. Alan Jacobs was asked to explain his offer to maintain a parish website. He said that he 

had already created the site (www.hamptonlucy.info) and was willing to run it free, at least for 

a couple of years. He will create a link to the SDC site, and the site will be advertised in the 

Grapevine. He will own the site. There was a discussion as to whether the Grapevine itself 

should appear on the site: Ken Cockshull said this was a matter for Duncan Fairfax-Lucy to 

decide. Cllr Hobbs pointed out that the secret of a successful website was a steady flow of 

fresh information. Ivor Birch asked why there is no list of Councillors on the notice board, and 

it was agreed that this would be put up, together with telephone numbers and other 

useful/emergency telephone numbers. Ken Cockshull will also put this info. in the next 

Grapevine. 

 

13. The Clerk passed on a request from Mr Cook of 22 Stratford road for the 30 mph sign to 

be moved further west, i.e. beyond the first houses as one enters the village. Mr Scaife 
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mentioned that the parish council had made the same request to WCC in June 1991 and it had 

been turned down on the grounds that the 30 mph sign is normally situated near the first street 

lamp, as it is here. Cllr Hobbs pointed out that WCC is currently reviewing the positioning of 

all the speed limit signs, starting with the major roads and working down to the smallest. They 

expect to reach ours in 2-3 years’ time. Mr Cook is to be informed about this. Mr Schroeder 

considered that some cars were still speeding through the village; Cllr Hobbs said there had 

been some monitoring and the speeds recorded were not as bad as in other villages. Cllr 

Waterworth said it should be done between 7.45 and 8.45 a.m. 

 

14.Planning applications passed round Council;  

 (a) Round House, Kings Lane; demolition and replacement; no objections. 

(b) Field House, Blackhill; coach house and garden room extension; some queries re 

“Coach House” room above. 

(c) Little Acres, Kings Lane; conversion of paddock to landscaping; not back yet. 

(d) Thatched House, Grove Fields; demolition of house and outbuildings and 

rebuilding a new house (see item 10). 

     Decisions received from SDC 

 (a) 3 Hithersand Close, Porch and dormer window; planning permission granted 

 (b) 2 Garden Cottage Welcombe Hotel; additional living accommodation; PP & LBC 

refused. 

 

15. Correspondence received: 

 (a) Quote from Murray McLeod for 97m
2
 of tarmac inc kerbing £6,736 + VAT (details 

read out to Council). 

 (b) SDC Supplementary planning guidance on policy COM.1 etc (agreed to circulate). 

 

16. Financial statement as at 9 July 03: 

 Current account:  £   119.28 

 Savings account:  £5,180.54 

 Total:                         £5,299.82 

 Playing field account:             £78.09   [+ possibly £550 of above ear-marked] 

 

17. AOB: 

 1. Cllr Waterworth had received a hand-written letter from Loxley PC about the HeliAir 

application at Wellesbourne airfield which was difficult to decipher. Cllr Hobbs explained 

that HeliAir wanted to convert their temporary planning permission for their metal (?) 

building into a permanent one, but as the building is becoming unsightly, this is unlikely to 

be granted. Cllr Waterworth will write a letter of objection to the application on behalf of 

the parish council. 

 2. Diana Robinson asked the Clerk to read out the letter she had written to him about the 

Charles Maries garden plans, which he did, along with a list of the various possible sites 

which VEG had considered for the garden. Cllr Waterworth agreed with them that the 

lower (eastern) end of the “parish field” (next to the school) seemed to be the best option, 

and asked who would maintain the garden. Mr Scaife was also concerned about this, but 

was assured by Mrs Robinson that this would be the responsibility of the VEG. so long as 

it existed. There is to be a fête at Avonford cottage on 19 July to raise money for the 

garden. Cllr Hobbs drew attention to the National Heritage (lottery) fund which had 

provided a very large sum (£29,000) for a similar project at Yarningdale common. 

 3. It was agreed to purchase a copy of The Good Councillor’s Guide for each councillor. 

 

Next meeting provisionally fixed for Wednesday 1
st
 October. 

The meeting closed at 10 p.m. 
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HAMPTON LUCY PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of the meeting held on 1 October 2003 in the village hall at 7.30 pm 

 

Present: 

 

Councillor Michael Woodman  

Councillor Sue Main        

Councillor Paul Waterworth 

Councillor Huw Williams  

Councillor Richard Hobbs (SDC and WCC) 

Alan Scaife, Clerk 

+ 6 members of the public 

 

1. Apologies had been received by Cllr Gardner. 

 

2. There were no declarations of interest of items in the agenda. 

 

3. The minutes of the previous meeting (16 July), copies of which had been given to, and 

accepted by all the Councillors, were signed by the Chairman 

 

4. Matters arising: 

(a) Cllr Waterworth asked about progress with the proposals for solving parking problems on 

the Stratford road. Mr Scaife said he had not yet obtained any further quotes for the 

tarmacking, but would do so in time for the annual finance meeting, since there was no 

possibility of doing the work in the current financial year. He had received an application form 

for a WCC Community Development Grant from Cllr Hobbs, but had not applied. 

(b) Cllr Waterworth also asked about the tarmacking which was done to the parking space in 

Snitterfield street. Cllr Hobbs said he had made enquiries and the land belonged to SDC, who 

had done the tarmacking, at a cost of £6,500, in response to a request from a resident whose 

wife had been injured by a fall on the old surface. Neither Cllr Hobbs nor HLPC had been 

consulted about the work. It was agreed that the clerk should write to SDC Director of 

Operational Services to express our disappointment at this lack of consultation. It was felt that 

there were far too many notices on the area, and Cllr Hobbs agreed to ask for two of them to 

be taken down. 

 

5.  New school building: the Chairman explained that the school is to get a new permanent 

building to replace the two temporary classrooms. The contractors have agreed with the 

school authorities that they would like to access the site via the Parish field alongside Bridge 

street. The work is to begin in January and last 5 months. He had written to Miss Creak who 

owns the field, and read out her reply. She is prepared to leave the decision to the parish 

council but suggested asking for some compensation. Mr Scaife read out an objection from 

Cllr Gardner who likened this proposed temporary access road to the one requested by Ryon 

Hill park some time ago, and said we should be consistent. However SDC had said that this 

case is smaller and comes within “permitted development”.  Cllr Williams said the children 

need the new building and that we should cooperate. Ivor Birch objected. Cllr Waterworth 

said we must insist that lorries do not use the bridge, that all mud is cleaned off roads, and that 

the field is returned to its previous state (by turfing) afterwards. John Williams suggested that 

this would be an opportunity to create a permanent car park in the field, but the Chairman 
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thought that there would be much opposition to this, and there was no support for it in the 

Council. After some disagreement, and on the Chairman’s casting vote, it was decided to 

invite the contractors to make an unspecified donation to PC funds. However it was agreed 

that the field could be used subject to full reinstatement. 

 

6. Mr Scaife reported that Mr Badger had made a bench out of materials supplied by WCC 

and installed it by the dewpond on Scar bank. 

 

7. He reported that the Council’s right to appoint a school governor was withdrawn with effect 

from 1
st
 September and that in future a community representative will be selected by the LEA 

and the governing body. Mr Scaife was asked to write to the governing body and ask that we 

be consulted if and when Sue Lampitt is to be replaced as our governor. 

 

8. He read out a correspondence with Tiz Gibson of WALCO about the painting of the 

Langlands lamp posts, which was repeated this summer following our complaints about the 

original job. It was agreed to pay WALCO’s bill (£250 +VAT) provided that it is recorded 

that they agree to repaint any areas where rust appears before August 2007. 

 

9. Payment of the clerk’s half-year salary (1
st
 April -30

th
 September) of £500 was approved. 

 

10. Payment of the annual grant to the village hall was agreed (£566, as budgeted). 

 

11. Mr. Scaife explained that Wellesbourne Wanderers junior football team may cease using 

our pitch because of irregularities in the pitch caused by moles. He reported that they had paid 

the additional £60 requested towards spraying the car-park. The council felt that the £160 

spent on this was too much, especially as the weeds and particularly the horseradish have 

returned.  

 

12. Mr Scaife had to fill in an Annual return and Trustee details to the Charity Commissioners 

regarding the King George V Playing Field and asked for information from the councillors to 

complete these. 

 

13. There were no takers for the WALC AGM or nominations to join the WALC committee. 

 

14. The Chairman reported on the recent Stratford Town Council meeting where the question 

of opening the Upper Avon (Stratford-Warwick) to power boats was raised. He mentioned 

that Linda Griffin (for Charlecote House) and Alveston Village Association, in addition to 

himself on behalf of our council, had voiced their objections. Cllr Hobbs said that no 

approaches had been made to either SDC or WCC, so they have not yet discussed the 

possibility. 

 

15. The Clerk reported that Chris Schroeder had complained about fly tipping in Miss Creak’s 

field behind the White House in Snitterfield street. The removal of the rubbish is the 

responsibility of the landowner, but he had e-mailed Miss Creak without response. 

 

16. Mr Scaife passed round a plan of the revised re-routing plan for the footpaths round Daisy 

Hill farm, which involved the removal of the diagonal path over a field which duplicates the 

route up the main entrance drive. The new plan was approved. 

 

17. See item 11. John Williams recommended using picloram on the horseradish.  

 

18. Planning applications passed round Council;  
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 (a) Hampton Barn,; new windows; no objections; application withdrawn anyway. 

     Decisions received from SDC 

 (a) the Thatched House (demolition & rebuild) refused. 

 (b) Little Acres, Kings Lane; change of use of paddock to landscape; application 

withdrawn. 

 (c) Field House, Black Hill; single storey coach house and garden extension; granted. 

 (d) John Williams; permission to fell apple tree granted. 

      Appeal by Mr and Mrs Horner at Mt Pleasant; Clerk has written letter of support. The 

Council were happy about this. 

      Ryon Hill lighting changes. Cllr Main had attended a site meeting about this and was 

happy about the outcome. There was some discussion about all night working at Ryon Hill 

and the consequent turning on and off of lights. 

 

19. Correspondence received: 

 (a) WCC; gritting routes; only Blackhill road is gritted. 

 (b) Charlecote Parish Meeting; copy of letter to Stratford Mayor; Charlecote 

unanimously opposed to navigation. 

 (c) Meeting on Quality councils at Wolverhampton 30 October; fee £25. No takers. 

 

20. Financial statement as at 29 August 03: 

 Current account:   £820.39 

 Savings account:            £3,680.54  [+ £3,000 precept due mid-September] 

 Playing field account:                      £78.09   [+ possibly £550 of above ear-marked] 

 

21. AOB. Cllr Main raised the question of the proposed village shop and asked the council for 

matching funding (50:50 with SDC) for a total of £1550 (+VAT) to survey possible sites and 

buildings which could be used as a shop; in effect, this meant the village hall or possibly a 

Portakabin. John Williams said that until now the Village Hall Committee has not been in 

favour of having the shop in the village hall. In view of this Cllr Waterworth could not see the 

point of spending money on a survey, and suggested that the council should be approached 

with a more concrete plan. John Williams suggested that if the Diocesan Board were involved, 

they would probably use the services of Godfrey-Paytons to do any surveying required. The 

request for funds was not agreed (and could not have been under AOB). 

She also suggested buying a speed camera to try to slow down traffic; Cllr Hobbs said that 

WCC plans to buy some and lend them out to individual local authorities within a year, so it 

was decided to wait for this. 

Cathy Kimberley pointed out that cars were parking in the passing bay recently created by 

WCC opposite the entrance of the minor road from Hatton Rock into the Stratford-Warwick 

road at Packsaddle. Cllr Hobbs agreed to approach WCC to improve the signage, and to 

remove the “Tractors turning” sign there. (It is now our wish that Bomford’s vehicles use the 

Blackhill junction-Hatton Bank lane for all their movements), so this sign should be 

unnecessary. 

 

The next meeting was fixed for Wednesday 19 November (7.30 p.m.) 

 

The meeting ended at 9.30 p.m. 
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HAMPTON LUCY PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of the meeting held on 19 November 2003 in the village hall at 7.30 pm 

 

Present: 

 

Councillor Michael Woodman  

Councillor Sue Main        

Councillor Paul Waterworth 

Councillor Huw Williams  

Councillor Martyn Gardner 

Councillor Richard Hobbs (SDC and WCC) 

Alan Scaife, Clerk 

+ 5 members of the public 

 

1. There were no absentees. 

 

2. Declarations of interest were made as follows: 

 (a) Cllr Woodman: Langlands lighting (lives on the Langlands). 

 (b) Cllr Williams: school building (married to Chairman of Governors). 

 (c) Cllr Main: village shop (is on shop committee). 

 (d) Cllr Gardner: parking by triangle (lives there). 

 

3. The minutes of the previous meeting (1
st
 October), copies of which had been given to, and 

accepted by all the Councillors, were signed by the Chairman. 

 

4. Matters arising from previous meeting: 

 (a) Fly tipping on Miss Creak’s field. Mr Scaife reported that there was still an old car 

and other items abandoned in the field, although Miss Creak believed that it had been cleared. 

Ivor Birch suggested contacting George Billingsly, said to be the tenant, who is thought to be 

responsible for the fly tipping. This was agreed. 

 (b) The Chairman introduced the matter of the school building programme by saying 

that he had written to the contractors, Skanska Integrated Projects (Mr Dowling), seeking 

reassurance about various matters, and had had no reply. Mr. Scaife said that he had sought 

reassurance from the County Council (as a result of a request from Cllr Williams) and he read 

out their reply (signed Janine Dickinson) which stated that there would be a protection scheme 

for the trees along the northern boundary, and that the field by Bridge street would be restored 

to its former condition within three months of completion of the development. The Chairman 

pointed out that his own letter had mentioned various points not covered by this reply, and 

wanted to forward a copy to WCC insisting on their agreement to all his points. Mr. Scaife 

pointed out that the Council should see the Chairman’s letter before this was done, so it was 

agreed that it should be circulated for approval before sending it to WCC. Cllr Williams 

thought we should accept the assurance already given. Cllr Hobbs mentioned that the tree 

planted in memory of the former headmaster would have to be moved, and probably replaced 

by a new one. 

 (c) The councillors had all seen a letter dated 24 October from Mark Humphries (SDC 

Engineer) in which he explained the reasons for the tarmacking done by SDC to the parking 

space off Snitterfield street. Cllr Hobbs confirmed that the job had cost under £6,500, and that 

two of the signs had been removed. There was no further comment on this. 
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 (d) The clerk reported that the footpaths around Daisy Hill farm have now been re-

routed as agreed. 

 (e) He also said he was getting two more quotes for the Stratford road parking bay, 

making four in all. 

 (f) He apologised for having sent out an e-mail to parishioners in which he had said 

that he thought the council was sceptical about the viability of the shop project, and offered to 

send another pointing out that the Council had not expressed any opinion, one way or the 

other. This was agreed. Cllr Main asked for the Council’s support for the project, and the 

Chairman said that as the Council was using the Parish Plan to guide its activities, this support 

would be forthcoming. Mr Scaife mentioned that he had had an e-mail from the General 

Manager (food) of the Co-op (George Flower), expressing support for providing a bus to take 

shoppers to the Wellesbourne Co-op from surrounding villages. He pointed to the case of his 

neighbour who, although very old, drives nearly every day to the Co-op for his groceries, and 

may soon be unable to do so. Cllr Williams protested vigorously at the proposal for a bus, 

saying we should wait and see how the shop fared. Mr Scaife suggested that the Co-op 

provides a much wider range of goods than could be provided by our shop. Cllr Waterworth 

saw no reason why both approaches should not be tried, and this view was echoed by Jeanna 

Connolly. After much discussion it was agreed to invite Mr Flowers to a council meeting to 

explain his offer.  

 

5. Mr Scaife explained that Daphne Harding had had a near-accident as a result of cars parked 

outside Vine Cottages, by the green triangle. She had asked WCC if parking restrictions could 

be imposed there. Mr Scaife read out Roger Evans’ reply, saying that this would certainly 

need parish council support. The Council was opposed to the idea of double yellow lines in 

the village, and it was agreed that Cllr Waterworth would have a word with the car owners 

concerned. 

 

6. The clerk had drafted a letter to WCC on behalf of the Council objecting to the proposal for 

powered navigation on the Upper Avon. Cllr Hobbs said there was no hurry for this, and that 

all the objections would be co-ordinated. It was agreed to circulate Mr Scaife’s draft round the 

Council for modification where necessary before sending it off. It was remarked that an 

Elected Regional Assembly (as is proposed by the Government) would probably be too 

remote to become involved in an issue which would probably be regarded as too parochial to 

be of interest to it in view of its very wide geographical sphere of influence. 

 

7. A letter from Jeanna Connolly requesting £150 or more for the toddler group was referred 

to the forthcoming Finance Meeting. 

 

8. Cllr Hobbs said that he would be supporting the case for building the “Dene Valley 

Community Centre” (Wellesbourne) in principle, but it was not yet clear where the large 

amount of money required would come from.  

 

9. Mr and Mrs Rajkowski want to install a mirror by the bridge to facilitate driving out of the 

lane from Avonford cottage. The council decided not to pass a resolution in favour or against 

the request. 

 

10. The Playing Field annual inspection report had been received. It contained one or two odd 

comments but it did not call for any action. 

 

11. The annual payment to the Grapevine (£120) was approved. Mrs Bloxsome has lost one of 

our cheques for £59.75 and it was agreed to send a new one.  
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12. Ken Cockshull asked if the Council had any objection to replacing the two sodium lamps 

on the footpath adjacent to The Langlands with 23w white bulbs, as used elsewhere on the 

development, providing the cost (£35 each) was borne by the Langlands Residents 

Association. This was agreed. 

 

13. Ken Cockshull had also drawn attention to the buckled section of railings beside the 

Parish Field, near the junction of Bridge street and Church street. He surmised that a car must 

have been driven into it in years past. Miss Creak had refused to pay for its repair in view of 

the peppercorn rent (£1/year) that we pay for the field. Mr Scaife had obtained quotes from 

two contractors, including one for £214 (+VAT) to supply and fix a new length of the 

galvanised fencing like that at the top end of the field. Ivor Birch said the fence had been like 

that for many years, whereupon Cllr Waterworth remarked that it was time we put it right. It 

was agreed to go ahead on the basis of the £214 quote at our expense, provided that Miss 

Creak agreed.  

 

14. The Chairman reported that Chris Schroeder had done the half-year audit and that all was 

in order. It was agreed to thank Mr Schroeder for his work. 

 

15. Mr Scaife reported that Alan Walker had resprayed the car park in the playing field for 

nothing. The original cost was considered very high, but it was accepted that we had to 

employ a licensed contractor for such work in case of mishaps. 

 

16. Planning applications passed round Council;  

 (a) Ingon Bank Farm; replacement livestock/farm building; no objections. 

 (b) Hampton Barn, Snitterfield road; new windows; no objections. 

      Decisions received from SDC; 

 (a) The Round House, Kings Lane; Demolition and reconstruction; planning 

permission granted 

 

17. Correspondence received: 

 (a) Copy of Carol Paget’s letter to WCC about trees beside school. 

 (b) Rail Passenger’s Committee Royal Pump Rooms Leamington 27 November 10.30 

 (c) SLCC; Quality Councils; regional one-day conference, Oxford, 4
th

 December. 

 

19. Financial statement as at 1
st
 November 2003: 

 Current account:  £1086.93 

 Savings account:  £5194.12 

 Playing field account:      £78.32 [+ possibly £550 of above ear-marked] 

 Total    £6359.37 

 

20. AOB.  

 (a) A last-minute letter from Richard Jackson raising the problem of speeding cars in 

Snitterfield street was discussed. It was pointed out that we had asked WCC for traffic 

calming measures since 1997 but without result. Cllr Gardner asked how we could speed up 

the process. Cllr Hobbs described the criteria used by WCC for calming schemes, and said we 

were now fourth on the list. Jeanna Connolly (Richard’s partner) asked whether it would help 

if Hampton Lucy PC offered to pay for the work. A figure of £20,000 (for a village scheme) 

was mentioned by Cllr Hobbs, but he said he would make enquiries about this possibility. He 

agreed to resubmit our bid but pointed out that road humps etc were proving very unpopular, 

and reminded us of the portable flashing speed warning signs which would soon become 

available from WCC.  
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 (b) Mr Scaife mentioned that two of the village boys had asked if the skateboard ramp 

could be modified, and he had referred them to the manufacturer (Freestyle) and given them 

details of the YouthBank funding scheme which had just been announced.  

 (c) The VEG asked if the £100 granted to them this year could be carried over to next 

year, and this was agreed.  

 (d) The Chairman mentioned that Duncan Fairfax-Lucy is looking for someone to take 

over the Grapevine distribution. The PC was asked if they knew of a possible volunteer in 

Hampton Lucy. 

 (e) Charlecote and Loxley are asking us to attend the HeliAir Appeal Hearing but Cllr 

Hobbs pointed out that speaking there might do more harm than good, and there was little 

point in simply attending.  

 (f) Ivor Birch asked if the village school teachers could be asked not to park their cars 

by the bus stop. Mr Scaife agreed to mention it to Mrs Lunnon. 

 

The next meeting was fixed for Wednesday 21
st
 January.  

The Chairman would suggest a date in December for the Finance meeting. 

 

The meeting ended at 9.30 p.m. 
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HAMPTON LUCY PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of the meeting held on 21 January 2004 in the village hall at 7.30 pm 

 

Present: 

 

Councillor Michael Woodman  

Councillor Sue Main        

Councillor Paul Waterworth 

Councillor Huw Williams (from 8pm) 

Councillor Martyn Gardner 

Councillor Richard Hobbs (SDC and WCC) (from 7.45pm) 

Alan Scaife, Clerk 

+ 6 members of the public 

 

1. Apologies had been received from Cllr Williams for his late arrival. 

 

2. Cllr Gardner declared an interest in item 14d and Cllr Waterworth declared a personal 

interest in item 11a, as he lives next door to the house in question. 

 

3. The minutes of the previous meeting (19 November), copies of which had been given to, 

and accepted by all the Councillors, were signed by the Chairman. 

 

4. Matters arising from previous meeting: 

 (a) fly tipping in Miss Creak’s field behind the White House. Mr Scaife reported that 

Cllr Williams had spoken to George Billingsly, who is thought to be responsible for the fly 

tipping, about it, but the latter was unhelpful. Cllr Waterworth proposed we write to SDC 

about it. 

 (b) School building; Mr Scaife said that he had had a phone call on 19
th

 Jan from Barry 

Scarman of Skanska who had assured him that every point in  our Chairman’s letter to 

Skanska about use of our parish field for access would be respected, and that the track would 

be turfed when they were finished. On this basis the council had no further objections to 

Skanska’s use of the field for access to their site. 

 

5. Mr Doug Henderson (SDC), accompanied by Judith Hill, gave a short talk about the 

possibilities for community transport, notably “Back and 4
th

 transport” which has two 

minibuses specially adapted for wheelchair access. Drivers are volunteers and the buses can 

be hired by groups at a cost of £6 per hour + 42p/mile. Only the hours and miles actually 

clocked up by the hirer are charged. The organisation also operates a brokerage scheme to 

make use of vehicles owned by others. In June 2004 a new 8-seater TaxiRider MPV will 

become available. Mr Henderson suggested that these vehicles could be shown at the village 

fete (June) as they find that this sort of demonstration is very effective in publicising the 

scheme. Mr Scaife promised to let him know the date of the fete when it is known. Bob 

Chedham expressed interest in the scheme and offered to help organise a service to 

Wellesbourne Co-op (and possibly the medical practice). Another vehicle is used for children 

aged 5-13 and could be used in the evenings. A problem is a shortage of volunteer drivers, 

who have to be trained to MIDAS (minibus awareness) standards. Helpers are available to 

travel on the buses to help the elderly or handicapped. (contact Judith Hill tel 01789 266841 

about Back and 4th). 
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6. Mr Scaife reported the results of the 2002-3 audit by Clement Keys, who gave an 

unqualified opinion. He summarised various points mentioned in their letter of 24 November 

2003 to do with the closure of the previous year’s audit (where they apparently lost the 

correspondence), rounding errors, and the inclusion of the Playing Field Account in the audit 

process. The council resolved to pay Clement Keys’ invoice (£120 +VAT) for 2002-3. 

 

7. There was some discussion about the council’s intention to increase the precept from 

£6,000 to £7,000 to enable us to create a 100m
2
 tarmacked parking space beside Stratford 

road. This had been well publicised. An e-mail from Chris Robinson objecting to the increase, 

and to payments to charities, was summarised by the clerk. No other objections had been 

received. Cllr Waterworth moved that the precept be set at £7,000 and this was seconded by 

Cllr. Main and unanimously agreed. 

 

8. Mr Scaife had given each councillor a table showing tenders from three firms (Mary 

Bloxsome, Limebridge and Henley Landscapes) for 2004. He pointed out that they were all 

complaining about the numerous mole hills, and that he had made extensive enquiries about 

mole controllers with some promising leads. He suggested that the money set aside for 

charities might be put towards mole control, but this was not agreed. Cllr Main pointed out 

that it had been decided at the finance meeting to cease mole control other than by levelling 

the mole hills in spring, and the council wished to stick with this decision. There was 

discussion as to whether to include the roadside verge outside the playing field in the mowing 

programme, as requested in a letter from VEG, but it was felt that this was essentially a piece 

of natural vegetation which should not be “urbanised”. It was decided to accept Mary 

Bloxsome’s tender, which was the lowest. 

 

9. Re-affiliation to CVS (£27.50) was approved. 

 

10. It was mentioned that Mr Cook had had an accident with his wheel-chair while attempting 

to post a letter and Mr Scaife had written to Royal Mail about the possibility of re-orientating 

or resiting the post-box. However Mr Cook (who is 97) had admitted that he was largely to 

blame for failing to turn off the engine of the wheel-chair. Bob Chedham said various people 

had offered to post Mr Cook’s mail for him. It was decided not to pursue the matter. 

 

11. Planning applications passed round council: 

 (a) Jasmine cottage extension (comments pending) 

      Decisions received from SDC and WCC 

 (a) Hampton Barn; new windows; Planning permission granted. 

 (b) Yew tree beside church; preservation order made; permission to fell refused. 

 (c) School building classroom extension; approved subject to (i) protection scheme for 

trees along northern boundary during works, (ii) access route through field to be restored to 

former condition within 3 months of completion, (iii) temporary classrooms to be removed 

within 6 months of completion. The Chairman asked Cllr Main about whether the village shop 

committee would be applying to use one of these classrooms for the shop. Cllr Hobbs pointed 

out that they would have to apply for planning permission for change of use. Cllr Main said 

that they were aware of this and were considering it. 

 (d) Ingon Bank Farm; new buildings; planning permission granted. 

 

12. Mr Scaife suggested that since the school was about to make a gap in the fence between 

the school and the parish field, the council might reconsider his idea, first put forward in July 

2000, to permit the school to put a gate in the fence (with the keys held solely by the 

Headmistress) so that the school could make use of the field if they wished. The Chairman 

pointed out that this idea had been rejected in 2000 because of objections from the public, 
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including the danger to the children from the river, the rusty railings and the use of the field by 

dog walkers. However, other councillors and members of the public present felt that these 

dangers would be a matter for the Headmistress, and that provided that it was made clear to 

her that the parish council was not to be held responsible for any accidents etc., the installation 

of a gate was good idea. Cllr Waterworth felt that it could be beneficial for the children to use 

the field for nature study; it was agreed that the Clerk should write to Mrs Lunnon giving our 

agreement to her installing a gate, under the conditions mentioned above.  

 

13. The Chairman mentioned the recent flooding of local roads, and in particular the huge 

puddle which forms on the dangerous bend by Sal’s Grave on the Hatton Rock road, forcing 

drivers onto the wrong side of the road on a blind bend. Cllr Hobbs agreed to bring it to the 

attention of the WCC Highways dept. It was suggested that a drain could be inserted under the 

road to discharge the water onto lower land. 

 

14. Correspondence received: 

 (a) Mount Pleasant Planning appeal 2 March 

 (b) Mark Humphreys; SDC cannot help with Stratford road tarmacking. 

 (c) Ralph Branston SDC; cannot make order for yew tree to be replaced as suggested 

by Chairman. 

 (d) Daphne Harding; e-mail re parking by green triangle. Mr Scaife summarised this 

which referred to problems resulting from cars being parked at the green triangle at the top of 

Bridge street. Cllr Waterworth said he had kept an eye on the situation since it was raised at 

the last meeting but he had deliberately not discussed it with Cllr Gardner. He felt the road 

was passable by careful drivers and did not think there was a role for the Parish Council in the 

matter. Mr Scaife passed the e-mail to Cllr Gardner for his attention. 

 

15. Financial statement as at 1 January 2004: 

 Current account:    £346.56 

 Savings account:  £6,030.60 

 Playing field account:       £78.52 

 Total    £6,455.68 

 

16. AOB. (1) The Chairman described his attendance at the HeliAir planning appeal. He 

expressed astonishment that the owner of Wellesbourne airfield had total control over flying 

from there, with the authorities being unable to intervene in any way. (2) Jenny Cowley said 

that the Youth Club had been offered a grant to make a “sitting area” of about 4m x 4m (out 

of logs) for teenagers (mainly girls) and wanted permission to put this in the playing field, 

possibly under the cherry trees by the fence. Cllr Williams pointed out the problems he has 

with litter around the skateboard ramp, and feared similar problems from this. Cllr Hobbs 

remarked that such facilities must be sited exactly where and how the youths suggest, or they 

are likely to be ignored. The councillors agreed to meet Jenny at the site on the coming 

Sunday at 10 a.m. to discuss it further. (3) Cllr Hobbs said that the time had come for a 

meeting to co-ordinate the views opposing navigation on the river, which would be discussed 

by WCC in March. He asked the Clerk to contact riparian owners and other interested parties 

(especially Andrew Thompson of CLEAR, Ian Thorpe (Chairman of Charlecote Parish 

Meeting) and Graham Nye of Alveston Village Association) to try and arrange a meeting 

either in Hampton Lucy or Alveston. A date of February 17 was suggested. 

 

The next meeting was set for 17 March. 

The meeting ended at 9.15 p.m. 
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HAMPTON LUCY PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of the meeting held on 17 March 2004 in the village hall at 7.30 pm 

 

Present: 

 

Councillor Michael Woodman (Chairman) 

Councillor Sue Main        

Councillor Paul Waterworth 

Councillor Martyn Gardner 

Councillor Richard Hobbs (SDC and WCC)  

Alan Scaife, Clerk 

+ 9 members of the public 

 

1. Apologies had been received from Cllr Williams for his absence. 

 

2. There were no declarations of interest in items in the agenda. 

 

3. The council agreed to an amendment to the minutes of Jan 21, requested by Cllr Gardner, 

(which they had all seen) and the amended version was signed by the Chairman. 

 

4. There were no matters arising from the previous meeting. 

 

5. The Chairman introduced Jerry Birkbeck and Lucy Wilson from WCC Environmental 

Design group. The former gave a talk about their new approach to traffic calming for villages 

where there have been no fatal accidents. Two of their group will visit the village at busy 

times for traffic, and will use aerial and other photographs to make clear to the parish council 

and the public any plans they may propose. They have had bad experience with introducing 

bumps, signs etc. which turned out to be unpopular. Cllr Woodman said we had been told we 

needed calming but had not reached the top of the list. Mr Birkbeck said that only 

£40,000/year was available, with a maximum to any scheme of £10,000 or 75% of its cost. In 

response to another question he said we should work alongside Charlecote. Cllr Hobbs 

pointed out that our PC needs to know well in advance if they are to budget for a contribution 

to a scheme. He mentioned that a scheme is planned for the road outside the school, but we 

have not been told about this. Cllr Waterworth asked what criteria (apart from road deaths) are 

used to prioritise calming schemes. As the answer was not very clear, Mr Scaife asked 

whether the points system used hitherto (so many points for a school or a shop etc) had been 

abandoned. The answer was yes; now it’s a case of who makes the most fuss. Bob Chedham 

pointed out that his house lies outside the 30 mph sign on the Stratford road, implying that the 

sign should be moved further out. Cllr Main asked whether anyone other than WCC can create 

a scheme; the answer was no. Martin Weetman asked whether the speed limits or their 

boundaries can be changed, and was told that these are being reviewed on a village by village 

basis. Cllr Waterworth asked whether variable speed limits (i.e in parts of the village, or 

different times of day) work, and was told that this is one possibility being considered. The 

Chairman thanked Mr Birkbeck, after which there was further discussion on the subject, 

including the influence of Ryon Hill, which the Chairman pointed out was only 25% 

complete. Cllr Hobbs raised the possibility of putting traffic lights at the bridge to slow down 

traffic. 
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6. The plan to create a tarmacked car park alongside the Stratford road was discussed. Mr. 

Scaife said his quotes were based on 100 sq. m. of tarmac and that he had originally envisaged 

an area of 2m x 50m, but had just discovered that a Transit van is 2.36m wide. He suggested 

an area of about 40m x 2.4m. The Chairman was dismayed at this suggestion as it would 

restrict the length available for cars at the expense of commercial vehicles. Mr Scaife was 

worried about vehicles protruding into the road, but Cllr Hobbs pointed out that this can act as 

a traffic calming measure. Mr Scaife was asked whether the contractor with the lowest quote 

was on the WCC approved list; he was not sure. John Williams thought that the tarmacking 

was a retrograde step because it added to “urbanisation” but Cllr Waterworth pointed out that 

people were parking there anyway, and on the grass verge, leaving an unsightly mess. Bob 

Chedham pointed out that the cul de sac running in between the Stratford road houses could 

have been used for parking, but that bollards prevented this. It was agreed that the Clerk 

would find out whether the contractor whose quote was the lowest was on the WCC’s 

approved list, and would obtain some references as to his work and check that WCC are 

happy with the quote. He would report back at the next meeting. 

 

7. Moles; there was a lively discussion as to whether to try out “Anti-mole” bulbs offered by 

Ken Muir nurseries. Cllr Williams had suggested buying two packs at £15.95 each to “give it 

a try”. Ken Cockshull wanted to know what sort of plant the bulbs would grow into, and Mr 

Scaife feared the plants would interfere with the mowing. Cllr Main suggested they could be 

planted around the edge of the field. It was decided to buy two packs and await Cllr Williams’ 

return, and advice. 

 

8. Charles Maries garden; Ken Cockshull had circulated a plan, on behalf of the VEG, to plant 

various ornamental trees and shrubs introduced from the Far East by Charles Maries in the 

19
th

 century, in various parts of the village. The plan was warmly supported by the Council. 

Cllr Waterworth asked whether the maintenance of the plants would be labour-intensive, and 

Dr Cockshull said that more labour would be required in the early years than later. Hilliers 

nursery near Winchester could supply many of the plants, some free. Diana Robinson had 

identified people living near to each site who would water the plants. The total cost should not 

exceed £1500, including the plants, weed-proof membranes, labelling, labour etc. VEG are 

hoping for funding from the Local Heritage Fund (of the National Lottery), but have enough 

money to make a start. Cllr Gardner suggested that one plant could go on the green triangle at 

the top of Bridge street. The Chairman proposed we record our full support for the project. 

 

9. It was resolved to renew the street lighting maintenance contract with WCC at a cost of 

£282, and to pay the VAT (recoverable) on last year’s bill (£32.55), which has just been 

invoiced separately from the main bill. £282 is slightly more than the cost of the electricity, 

but few contractors appear to be available. Brian Buckley asked if the lamps could be cleaned; 

Mr Scaife pointed out that “cyclic cleaning” was part of the contract, but the length of the 

cycle was not stated. This will be investigated before we agree to the contract. 

 

10. NALC has sent some very detailed model financial regulations which have been seen by 

the Chairman and Internal Auditor. The latter has agreed that some small modifications to our 

Standing Orders, suggested by the Chairman and RFO, would be sufficient to meet 

requirements, and these will be circulated with the full NALC document for perusal by the 

other councillors. 

 

11. There was a discussion about our response to the proposal for powered navigation on the 

river Avon. It was resolved unanimously that the parish council would vigorously oppose the 

navigation on behalf of its parishioners. Councillor Waterworth asked Councillor Hobbs why 

WCC had not included actual opposition to navigation (as opposed to mere failure to support 
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it) among its possible responses to the navigation proposal. Cllr Hobbs replied that this was a 

possibility. Councillors Waterworth and Main will not be available to attend the meeting of 

the WCC Stratford Area Committee on May 12. It was agreed that either the Chairman or the 

Clerk would make a three-minute presentation to the Stratford Area Committee, having 

agreed on the points to be made. Cllr Hobbs left at this point. 

 

12. Payments were authorised as follows: 

(a) to VEG: £50 now (from SDC s136) for litter picking; £100 grant after 6 April. 

(b) £500 Clerk’s half-year salary. 

(c) £100 to Cllr Williams for weekly safety check/litter pick on playing field. 

(d) Charitable donations: £100 to Warwickshire Air Ambulance; £50 to Stratford Citizen’s 

Advice Bureau; £50 to Shipston Home Nursing. 

(e) £150 to Trotters Toddlers’ Group. 

(f) £153.19 Clerk’s expenses for financial year 2003-4. The Chairman pointed out that the 

clerk had not claimed any expenses during the previous three years and Cllr Waterworth 

thanked him for his services. 

(g) £10 village hall rent for the navigation meeting held on March 2
nd

. 

 

13. Details of the Best-kept Village competition had been circulated. It was decided not to 

apply, but to work towards an application next year. Ken Cockshull asked what was our total 

population, as with a population of 500 or more, we would be competing against large villages 

(the entry fee also doubles at 500); the reply was 477 in the 2001 census. 

 

14. Planning applications passed round council: none. 

      Decisions received from SDC and WCC 

 (a) Jasmine cottage Church street; extension; granted. 

 (b) Jim Hyde, Bridge street; dropped kerb; granted.  

 (c) Ingon Manor Hotel: proposed new bedroom block; appeal dismissed. 

 

15. Correspondence received: 

 (a) Tony Johns’ e-mail of 30 Jan re precept. He is opposed to the increase and hopes it 

is for one year only. 

 (b) Susan Lloyd (SDC) says there are no funds to tarmac the Bridge street parking area 

between houses 2 and 3. Brian Buckley said that she had told him not to park in the 

corresponding area next to his house in Snitterfield street, which SDC had recently tarmacked. 

She had threatened him and his neighbours with prosecution if they did so. The Clerk was 

asked to find out what legal authority she had for this. 

 (c) Letter from SDC about Charlecote/Hampton Lucy Conservation area: for comment. 

The Clerk was asked to find out the meaning of a dotted red line, and whether it is true that 

our bridge is the second oldest iron bridge in England. 

 

16. Financial statement as at 1 March 2004: 

 Current account:    £948.96 

 Savings account:  £5110.06 

 Playing field account:           £78.52 

 Total    £6,137.54 

 

17. AOB; Brian Buckley reported that the road gulleys are blocked in Snitterfield St. 

 

The next meeting was fixed for Wednesday 19 May; to be followed by the Annual Parish 

meeting at about 8 p.m. 
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The meeting ended at 10 p.m. 

 

 

HAMPTON LUCY PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of the meeting held on 19 May 2004 in the village hall at 7.30 pm 

 

Present: 

 

Councillor Michael Woodman     

Councillor Paul Waterworth 

Councillor Martyn Gardner 

Councillor Huw Williams 

Councillor Richard Hobbs (SDC and WCC) (after 8.50 p.m.) 

Alan Scaife, Clerk 

+ 5 members of the public 

 

1. The Clerk asked for nominations for Chairman for the coming year. Cllr Waterworth 

proposed Cllr Woodman and this was seconded by Cllr Gardner and carried unanimously. Cllr 

Woodman signed a Declaration of Acceptance of Office and took the chair. 

 

2. Apologies had been received from Cllr Hobbs for late arrival. 

 

3. There were no declarations of interest in items in the agenda. 

 

4. The minutes of the previous meeting (March 17), copies of which had been given to, and 

accepted by, all the Councillors, were signed by the Chairman. 

 

5. Matters arising: 

 (a) Street lighting maintenance. Mr Scaife had circulated correspondence with Mr 

Mike Cunningham (WCC) which is responsible for our lighting contract, in which the latter 

answered criticisms made about it at the last meeting. There were no further comments. 

 (b) Traffic calming. The Chairman proposed deferring this until the Annual Parish 

Meeting later in the evening. 

 (c) Moles. Cllr Williams had inserted 20 “Anti-Mole” bulbs (Allium moly, from Ken 

Muir) into the main mole run (spaced about 8 metres apart) along the beech hedge in King 

George V playing field at the end of March, and he reported that there are no mole hills now 

in the vicinity of the play equipment. 

 

6. Stratford road tarmacking project: Mr Scaife had given each Councillor a list of the three 

contractors who tendered, together with their tenders and other information regarding cash 

flow etc. It was agreed to award the contract to MacLeod Civil Engineering on the basis of 

their tender dated 30 June 2003 for £6736.50 + VAT. The contract may be placed as soon as 

the RFO is satisfied that there will be no cash flow problems. 

 

7. Annual audit 2003-4: the Council approved the accounts, acknowledged their collective 

responsibilities as set out in the Statement of Assurance, and approved the Chairman’s Risk 

Assessment. The Chairman and RFO then signed the Annual Return, and the Chairman 

thanked Mr. Schroeder for carrying out the internal audit, for which there was no charge. It 

was agreed that various amendments be made to our Standing Orders in order to conform with 

the recently received NALC draft financial regulations. These proposed amendments had been 
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circulated. Mr Scaife is to incorporate them into the SOs and give each Councillor a copy of 

the revised SOs.  

 

8. Payments were authorised as follows: 

 (a) PCC £200 for churchyard mowing. 

 (b) WALC sub £100 

 (c) Allianz Cornhill Insurance £476.40 

Cllr Waterworth queried whether we really needed to belong to WALC. The Chairman felt 

that we needed their advice and literature, including accounting regulations, model standing 

orders etc. and Mr Scaife felt it was useful to be able to seek advice from Alison Hodge, even 

though the legal advice received had not always proved correct. The payment of the sub. was 

then authorised. 

 

9. The Chairman deferred discussion of the Charlecote Park concerts until the Annual Parish 

meeting (see below). 

 

10. P3 (Parish Paths Partnership) agreement; Mr Scaife explained that WCC now want us to 

list three “projects” for the coming year when signing the P3 agreement; he had pencilled in 

some possibilities suggested by our P3 officer, Hayley Gilmour. The first of these was an 

organised walk (for all ages), but Cllr Waterworth did not care for this idea. Jackie Williams 

suggested that the school children could be taken on a walk as the summer holidays 

approached. Mr Scaife to suggest this to Margaret Lunnon. The other projects agreed were to 

promote the footpaths and offer footpath maps in the Grapevine, and to check the condition of 

the whole network during the year. 

 

11. Navigation on the Avon; it was agreed that the Chairman will give our 10-minute talk, if 

invited, to the WCC Overview and Scrutiny Committee on 29-30 June. No decision was 

reached as to whether we should apply to address the WCC Warwick Area committee on 25 

May. (We made a 3-minute anti-navigation submission to the WCC Stratford Area Committee 

on 12 May, where County Councillors voted 8:1 against the principle of navigation). 

 

12. Air ambulance; it was agreed that the King George V playing field can be used for landing 

the Air Ambulance, should this ever be necessary. (Request from WCC Emergency Unit). 

 

13. Planning applications passed round council:  

 (a) Ryon Hill Pavilion; change of use. 

      Decisions received from SDC and WCC 

 (a) Mr Schroeder, 1 The Langlands; dormer windows; granted 

 (b) Mount Pleasant appeal dismissed (circulated) 

 (c) Mrs Flynn; Ryon Hill Farm; conversion of outbuilding; PP granted 

 

14. Correspondence received: 

 (a) Letters of thanks from CAB, Shipston Home Nursing and VEG 

 (b) Susan Lloyd SDC 1 April; will see if Bridge street parking space can be tarmacked 

in future. 

 (c) Megan Henderson & Emily Tuck; request for bus shelter. This letter was discussed 

at some length, although the senders were not present, and had not produced a petition as 

suggested by the Clerk. It was thought that the “mound” behind the telephone booth is not a 

suitable site. Jenny Cowley thought that a better site would be in front of the wall to the left of 

the Boar’s Head. Cllr Gardner favoured the idea, but Cllr Willams was opposed. The usual 

worries were expressed about youths using it for loafing around. Chris Schroeder suggested a 

simple canopy. It was agreed to reconsider it if the girls came back with more support. 
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 (d) STC invitation to navigation meeting on 6 April; Mr Scaife attended and spoke 

against navigation. STC had decided to oppose navigation. 

 

15. Financial statement as at 30 April 2004: 

 Current account:    £764.80 

 Savings account:  £7629.65 

 Playing field account:      £78.75 

 Total    £8473.20 

 

The PC meeting finished at 8.15; the next PC meeting was fixed for 21
st
 July at 7.30 p.m. 

 

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 

 

Minutes of the Annual Parish meeting held at 8.15 p.m. on 19 May 2004; 11 members of the 

public were present. 

 

Traffic calming: a village map had been received from WCC showing their suggestions for 

traffic calming, resulting from a day spent in the village by Lucy Wilson of the WCC PTES 

department. The public were invited to come forward and inspect the map, which showed 

proposals for moving the 30 mph signs further out and putting markings on the road; possible 

“gates” at the village entrances; narrowing of the road on the millstream bridge by creating a 

footway on the southern side, and creating a 40 mph limit on the lane between Hampton Lucy 

and Charlecote. Whilst there was pleasure expressed that things were beginning to move, 

Jackie Williams felt that the measures were not strong enough; she wanted a 20 mph limit 

within the village and most people agreed. Cllr Waterworth and Chris Schroeder also 

supported a 20 mph limit and the former wanted to see “chicanes” on the Stratford road and 

Snitterfield street entrances. Chris Schroeder knows people in Barford who say that chicanes 

cause noise and don’t work once people get to know them. It was nevertheless agreed that we 

should ask for both these features, plus a 30 mph limit on the lane to Charlecote. A show of 

hands indicated 10:4 support for all these measures. Bob Chedham was keen to take up what 

was on offer. The Chairman did not think we should have to pay for moving the existing 30 

mph signs because they were wrongly sited in the first place, and Cllr Hobbs later confirmed 

that we should not. It was agreed that we should not attempt to work with Charlecote on a 

joint scheme, except as regards a possible speed limit between the two villages. 

 

Charlecote Park summer concerts (23, 24, 25 July and 29 & 30 August 2004): (Cllr Hobbs 

arrived just as this was about to be discussed, and said that he had written to SDC on our 

behalf, especially as regards the location of one set of concerts near our bridge, and the lack of 

a traffic management plan. Cllr Waterworth thought that 9,000 was far too many guests, but 

George Holt said he worked as a volunteer at the park, and the actual numbers at these 

concerts were rarely more than a third of the numbers planned for. Chris Schroeder has 

written three times to SDC without receiving a reply. Mr Scaife was asked to write and say (1) 

there needs to be a traffic management scheme, (2) in future there should not be more than 

five big concerts per year and (3) 9,000 is an excessive number to plan for. It was pointed out 

that our “privilege cards” for free entry to the park are a form of compensation for any 

inconvenience we may suffer, and nobody wished to have the concerts banned outright. 

 

The Chairman complained about the way WCC had treated us over the school building 

project; in particular a letter from Chris Carrington before the work began. Cllr Hobbs 

promised to speak to Mr. Carrington about this. 
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Cllr Waterworth complained to Cllr Hobbs about the long traffic delays at the Longbridge 

roundabout. There was a long discussion about this, during which Cllr Hobbs said the 

problems were due to the slope on some approaches which prevented lorries from accelerating 

sufficiently, and a 77% reliability rate with the Siemans traffic lights. The work, which is 

simply to widen the approaches and not to build the planned flyover, has already overrun the 

intended 8 weeks, and no night work is being done. Chris Schroeder considered the traffic 

delays are caused by drivers entering “boxes” when they shouldn’t. Cllr Hobbs said he is 

doing all he can about the problem. 

 

Cllr Hobbs produced a letter from Simi Braich at WCC PTES to the Clerk (not yet received 

by the latter) proposing to install a vehicle activated warning sign in Church street as part of 

the Safer Routes to School initiative. Cllrs Gardner and Waterworth were not happy about this 

being installed in Church street; this is the first the Parish Council have heard of this idea. Cllr 

Hobbs apologised for this and said he had proposed it be about 100 yards west of the school. 

It was agreed that the Clerk should write to Ms Braich and propose that any such sign should 

be part of the complete traffic calming scheme, and that she should liaise with Lucy Wilson 

and that both should come here and meet as many members of the Council as possible. There 

was particular concern that the sign might be very large and ugly. 

 

Chris Schroeder reported on behalf of the Village Shop committee, saying that they had been 

working away behind the scenes, but so far without success, to find a suitable site for a shop.  

 

Cllr Hobbs reported that the Grove Fields Farm application for HGV licensing had been 

withdrawn. It had never been intended to apply to that site. 

 

Jenny Cowley said there had been a hitch in the Youth Club’s plan to make a teenagers’ 

“meeting place” in the playing field, but they still hoped to make it later on. 

 

The meeting closed at 10 p.m. 
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HAMPTON LUCY PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of the meeting held on 21 July 2004 in the village hall at 7.30 pm 

 

Present: 

 

Councillor Michael Woodman     

Councillor Paul Waterworth 

Councillor Martyn Gardner (after 8.15) 

Councillor Sue Main 

Councillor Richard Hobbs (SDC and WCC) (after 8.20 p.m.) 

Alan Scaife, Clerk 

+  6 members of the public 

 

1. Apologies had been received from Cllr Williams for his absence, and from Cllrs Gardner 

and Hobbs for their late arrival. 

 

2. There were no declarations of interest in items in the agenda. 

 

3. The minutes of the previous meeting (May 19), copies of which had been given to, and 

accepted by, all the Councillors, were signed by the Chairman. 

 

4. Matters arising: 

 (a) Mr Scaife reported that there appeared to be some reduction in the number of mole 

hills in the playing field, but that this might not be due to the Anti-mole bulbs which were 

planted along the hedge. Niven Conchar pointed out that the Euphorbia species which is said 

to deter moles has not done so on his allotment. 

 (b) Mr Scaife had spoken the Simi Braich of WCC about the Vehicle Activated Sign 

to be installed on the Stratford road. This has been ordered, but the necessary electrical 

installations may take up to 6 months. There seems to be no decision about moving the 

present 30 mph sign slightly to the west, just beyond the last house. 

 

5. Cllr Waterworth proposed that the decision to install the Vehicle Activated Sign on the 

Stratford road, made provisionally on the site on 4 June by four councillors, should be ratified. 

This ratification was unanimously agreed. 

 

6. The Clerk reported that the 2003-4 Annual Audit had received an unqualified opinion from 

the external auditor (meaning that it was satisfactory) and that the audit had been closed. 

 

7. Payment of the annual audit fee of £121 + VAT to Messrs Clement Keys was approved. 

 

8. Mr Scaife said that Murray McLeod had agreed to carry out the work to create the new 

parking space alongside the Stratford road (49m x 2m) in August. 

 

9. The chairman reported on the meetings of the WCC Environment and Rural Affairs 

Overview and Scrutiny Committee meetings on 29-30 June (at which he had given a 2½-

minute presentation against navigation) and 19 July. At the latter, the committee had voted 9:0 

to recommend to the WCC cabinet NOT to support the principle of opening up the river Avon 

between Stratford and the Grand Union Canal at Warwick or Leamington Spa to navigation. 

Cllr Waterworth proposed a vote of thanks to the Chairman, the Clerk and Cllr Hobbs, for 

their efforts to win the anti-navigation argument during the recent campaign. 
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10. Mr Scaife reported that (a) the dead branches on the larch tree overhanging the bus stop 

had been lopped , (b) the potholes on the Hatton Rock road had been filled, (c) the drains in 

Church street had been unblocked. WCC had moved the bus timetable from the BT pole onto 

the seat as BT had objected to it. It was agreed that a more permanent sign should be fixed on 

the seat, but not with a glass panel. 

 

11. Planning applications passed round council:  

 (a) Mr & Mrs Bergman, 47 Church St. Roof windows, porch etc; no objections. 

 (b) Mr and Mrs Chedham, 23 Stratford rd; extension/porch/carport; no objection. 

 (c) Mr and Mrs Clarke, 5 Hatton Rock; proposed orangery; no objections. 

 (d) Mr Harrison, Hatton Rock Farm; variation of condition 3; various objections 

raised. 

      Decisions received from SDC and WCC:  

 (a) Mr & Mrs Bergman, 47 Church St.; Roof windows, porch etc; PP and LBC granted 

 (b) Mr and Mrs Chedham, 23 Stratford Rd.; extension etc; granted. 

      Highway consultation response: 

 (a) NFUM Training Academy; Concern; for 6 reasons.  

       Ryon Hill: NFUM proposed extension of The Pavilion as a Training Academy; planning 

meeting at WHRI 13 July. The Chairman had objected on behalf of the PC and Cllr Main had 

objected on behalf of local residents. She had also attended at site meeting at Ryon Hill today, 

as had Cllr Hobbs. The latter urged that we should go for permission with conditions 

(Blackout blinds, external lights near ground level etc) since if it went to appeal the inspector 

might allow the application with no conditions. The Chairman has received an invitation from 

Robert Gardner of NFUM to meet them on the site and this was agreed. However Cllr Main 

favoured opposing the application and Cllr Hobbs said he would support us if this is what we 

wished. Ivor Birch thought the application would not affect the villagers but Cllr Waterworth 

pointed out that we also have a duty to look after the parishioners living near Ryon Hill. 

 

12. Correspondence received: 

 (a) School governors; request for flashing beacon on approach to school from bridge to 

protect schoolchildren arriving and leaving. This idea did not meet with approval and one 

suggestion was to wait until the village traffic calming scheme was implemented. However 

Cllr Hobbs pointed out that that parents’ cars have the effect of slowing down passing traffic, 

and there has never been an accident outside a school in Warwickshire during dropping off 

and picking up time. The congestion only lasts for about 20 minutes in the morning and again 

in the afternoon. It was decided to write to the school governors and explain this. Cllr Main 

proposed that if the school teachers could park in the pub car park and a one-way system were 

to be established round the green in front of the school, the parents could drop their children 

and be on their way. However this was not considered feasible, and it was not certain whether 

the publicans would allow parking there all day. 

 (b) Jackie Williams; request for a car park on the Parish field, to be made out of  

“grow-through” concrete blocks. This idea met with no support. No reason had been given for 

the need for the car park. Ivor Birch mentioned that Miss Creak had once been asked if we 

might make a car park on the field, and the answer had been “no”. 

 (c) Alcester Community against Tetra; meeting on phone masts 22 July 7.30 Greig 

Centre, Alcester. 

 (d) Countryside Agency; map of common land and open country; none in our parish. 

 (e) Geoff Cowperthwaite; thanks for Churchyard mowing contribution. 

 (f) Letter about councillors’ allowances from the Parish Remuneration Panel 

(SDC/WDC). The Chairman protested about a sentence in the Foreword stating that “It has 



Hampton Lucy Parish Council minutes 

 102 

not been the Panel’s function to consider the performance of Parish and Town councillors..” 

Cllr Hobbs said this had already been drawn to the author’s attention. 

 

13. Financial statement as at 30 June 2004: 

 Current account:    £521.85 

 Savings account:  £6647.24 

 Playing field account:      £79.00 

 Total    £7248.09 

 

14. Any other business (information only) 

 (a) Mr Scaife had received complaints about youths camping in the playing field and 

making a lot of noise and leaving litter. It was agreed that we should call the police if this 

happens again, and Bob Chedham said he would do this, as his house overlooks the field. 

 (b) David Tucker (Alveston House) had asked us to circulate an anti- navigation 

petition in case the topic ever comes up again, e.g. before a funding body. However 

Councillors considered the petition to be premature, and Cllr Hobbs said that no funding body 

would make a grant without the support of the local authority, and this would clearly not be 

forthcoming after the recent Consultation Exercise. Mr Scaife is to e-mail Mr Tucker to say 

we do not wish to circulate the petition at this stage. 

 (c) Cllr Hobbs had arrived after the Ryon Hill discussion, and added that because the 

Pavilion application involved a change of use, conditions regarding blackout blinds etc could 

be applied to the whole building. Ryon Hill is an “exception site” in that, although SDC 

policy on office accommodation is now to site it in towns etc., this does not apply to Ryon 

Hill. He says the new traffic plan (not yet received by us) shows that there will be no increase 

in traffic. 

There would be no further possibility of appeal against the appeal inspector’s decision. 

 (d) Cllr Waterworth asked how long the gas pipe road works will last in Charlecote. 

Cllr Hobbs agreed to find out. He also said that the proposed new footpath opposite Bambi 

Cottage has failed a safety audit, and may not be built. 

 

The meeting closed at 9.05 p.m. 

 

The next meeting was fixed for Wed 22 September. 
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HAMPTON LUCY PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of the meeting held on 22 September 2004 in the village hall at 7.30 pm 

 

Present: 

 

Councillor Michael Woodman     

Councillor Paul Waterworth 

Councillor Sue Main   Councillor Huw Williams  

Councillor Richard Hobbs  

+  12 members of the public 

 

1. Apologies had been received from Cllr Gardner and from Mr. Scaife, who was ill. 

 

2. There were no declarations of interest in items on the agenda. 

 

3. The minutes of the previous meeting (July 21), copies of which had been given to, and 

accepted by, all the Councillors, were signed by the Chairman. 

 

4. Matters arising: Cllr Hobbs described the conclusion of the WCC consultation exercise on 

the proposals for navigation on the Avon between Stratford and Warwick. The Cabinet agreed 

unanimously not to support navigation on the Upper Avon  This decision would have to be 

ratified at full council. 

 

5. Traffic calming; Lucy Wilson delivered the results of the automatic classified speed survey 

carried out by the WCC Transport Planning Unit between 10
th

 and 18
th

 June 2004. Measuring 

strips had been installed opposite No 23 Stratford road [i.e. just outside the 30 mph limit], 

opposite The White House in Snitterfield street, opposite No 1 Bridge street and beside the 

Green in front of the Boar’s Head. This has shown that speeds are rarely much in excess of 30 

mph. The main problem is on the Stratford road, where she suggested we might install a 

“gateway” to restrict drivers’ field of vision. She also suggested a smaller one on Snitterfield 

street. Mr Schroeder called for a 20 mph speed limit, but Ms Wilson said that this would 

require too much hard landscaping and expense to make it work. Cllr Waterworth asked 

whether the traffic had been counted, and was told that there were about 2000 vehicles/day in 

all. It was pointed out that the school run drop has a drastic traffic calming effect. Ms Wilson 

said that if a 20 mph limit were introduced, it would be difficult to enforce. Cllr Hobbs said 

that to alter a speed limit it was not merely the cost of erecting signs but it involved a complex 

legal process, and when the limit was reduced from 40 mph to 30 mph in Wootton Wawen 

there were a lot of complaints. Cllr Waterworth asked what would be used to restrict drivers’ 

field of vision. Ms Wilson talked of “gateways” and said that if our Vehicle Activated Sign 

conflicted with the proposals, it might have to be moved or removed.  The survey results 

showed: 

In Bridge street: average speed 24 mph; excessive 31-36; highest recorded 41 mph. 

The Green: average 21.3 mph; none in excess of 32.5 mph. 

Stratford road: Average 30.1 mph; highest recorded 41.3 mph. 

Snitterfield street: majority below 30 mph; top speed 32 mph. 

 

It was agreed that calming measures should be concentrated near the entrances to the village. 

Rumble strips were mentioned but were said to be very noisy.  A scheme can only go ahead 

when we can pay our share (25%) of the cost up to £10,000 (+ all above that). Extra signs will 

be erected to enforce the 7.5 tonne weight limit over the bridge.  
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After Ms Wilson and Jerry Birkbeck left, Cllr Waterworth argued that the public should 

accept the results of the survey and not claim that the figures were incorrect. Cllr Hobbs asked 

for clear guidance as to the sort of scheme we wanted; are we determined to demand a 20 mph 

limit? 

 

The Chairman said he would attempt to summarise the views of the meeting, pass them round 

the councillors and collectively draft a report for the Grapevine/leaflet drop, announcing the 

public consultation meeting with the WCC presenting their proposals. 

 

6.  Stannifers have offered 25% of the cost of our traffic calming scheme, up to a total of 

£2500. 

 

7. Payments were authorised as follows: 

 (a) Clerk’s ½ year salary £500. 

 (b) Sean Feeney, notice board for Hatton Rock; £86 +VAT. 

 (c) Village hall grant £583 + £35 rent. 

 (d) MacLeod Civil Engineering Ltd. Tarmacked car park Stratford road £6736.50 + 

VAT after approval of work by clerk and council. 

 

8. The Chairman said that the car park work was expected to start very shortly. 

 

9. Best kept village. VEG and others should look out for areas for improvement in case we 

decide to enter in 2005. Cllr Waterworth would like more flowers; Cllr Williams wants to 

keep things natural. 

 

10. Planning applications passed round council:  

 (a) Ryon Hill Lodge extensions; no objections 

 (b) Fairfax House, Warwick road; tennis court; no objections. 

 (c) Tree felling/surgery in school yard; some objections. There was a long discussion 

about these trees; the Chairman had had a call from Ralph Branston (SDC) shortly before the 

meeting to explain what is proposed. He was mindful to allow the copper beech tree to be 

trimmed on the school side to remove branches below fence height only. This tree was not 

mentioned on the application we were given. SDC have objected to crown lifting of the 

maple. County Forestry officer is not replying to our queries. Sue Lampitt explained that the 

oak tree planted in memory of Mr Dillnot is to be replaced. She explained why the school 

wishes to create an outdoor area with a canopy for 4 year olds alongside the fence opposite the 

church. It was agreed that the only tree of merit in the area is the beech about 2m from the 

building, but it is in the way of the proposed canopy. It was debated whether the canopy could 

be put elsewhere, or modified to allow the tree to remain. Sue will enquire. Hobbs; does the 

canopy need planning application? 

      Decisions received from SDC and WCC: 

  (a) Lower Ryon Hill farm; garage etc: no objection 

 (b) Fairfax House tennis court; approved. 

 (c) Ryon Hill park NFU training academy; approved. Cllr Main described the meetings 

etc which had taken place with NFUM and Cllr Hobbs thought that although we had lost our 

case, it had been a useful “shot across the bows” of Stannifers and NFUM, to remind them of 

their obligations to us. 

 (d) Daisy Hill cottage; conservatory; approved. 

 (e) 5 Hatton Rock; orangery; agreed. 

 (f) 29 The Close; extension. PP granted 
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11. Correspondence received: 

 (a) ODPM Code of conduct ; seen by Chairman; we will not comment. 

 (b) WCC; Parish census results; circulated. There was a complaint that the figures are 

difficult to interpret as they include Fulbrook. 

 (c) Police Commander Andy Johnson; new policing arrangements (circulating); no 

reply to Mr Scaife’s query re implications for public. 

 

12. Financial statement as at 31 August 2004: 

 

 Current account:    £143.24 

 Savings account:  £6647.24 

 Playing field account:      £79.00 

 Total    £6869.48 

 

13. Any other business. Cllr Hobbs reported that the Windsor and Arden street car parks will 

remain open for 6½ years. Decriminalisation of parking. Meters to be installed. Meters to be 

installed  for the on-street parking with the first twenty minutes being free.  This would help 

short term parking and traffic flows through the town. Cllr Waterworth pointed out that items 

for the 2005-6 budget should be considered at the November PC meeting.  

  

Next meeting; Wed 24 November. 
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HAMPTON LUCY PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of the meeting held on 24 November 2004 in the village hall at 7.30 pm 

 

Present: 

 

Councillor Michael Woodman     

Councillor Paul Waterworth 

Councillor Sue Main 

Councillor Huw Williams 

Councillor Martyn Gardner 

Councillor Richard Hobbs  

Alan Scaife, Clerk 

+  9 members of the public 

 

1. Apologies for late arrival had been received from Cllr Hobbs. 

 

2. There were no declarations of interest in items on the agenda. 

 

3. The minutes of the previous meeting (22 September), copies of which had been given to, 

and accepted by all the Councillors, were signed by the Chairman.  

 

4. Matters arising: traffic calming: there was a very long discussion about the pros and cons of 

changing the priority on the bridge. Cllr Waterworth considered that the changed priorities 

would make it safer for the villagers, and Bob Chedham agreed. Chris Schroeder considered 

that whatever measures are put in, they will soon be ignored. Others want the police to pay a 

visit periodically to book speeders. The Chairman said that, despite some opposition on 

aesthetic grounds, the VAS will go in, and its value will be reviewed after 6 months. He 

pointed out that our main concern should be safety. 

 

5. Neighbourhood Watch. This appears to have faded out in its original form (police phone 

calls to a few NW people who then had to deliver notes to neighbours). However Mr Scaife 

now has some 40 households on his e-mail system, and passes on the police e-mail NW 

notices to them. It was agreed that this is the easiest way to pass on police messages. However 

there are other aspects, such as everybody being observant. There have been several break-ins 

lately, including one at Charlecote vicarage. 

 

6. The Clerk reported that the half-yearly internal audit had been completed satisfactorily, and 

the Chairman thanked Chris Schroeder for doing it. Chris in turned remarked that the books 

etc. were in very good order. 

 

7. Mr Scaife also reported that the new parking space alongside the Stratford road had been 

built (29 Sept – 5 Oct); that Murray MacLeod had been paid; the VAT reclaimed; and surplus 

cash returned to the savings account. The Chairman asked when the white line would be 

painted to separate the parking area from the road. Mr Scaife replied that WCC had put it on 

their list. Cllr Waterworth remarked that the parking space has already proved to be a great 

success. (It is well used, and nobody has been seen parking on the grass verge as they used to).  

 

8. Parish field. It was agreed to wait until spring to reweld the pieces of fence which were 

removed by Skanskas. Mr Scaife to write to WCC to ask them to get it done then, and to ask if 

they would help to adjust the new length of fence further down the road, which was badly 

installed and never paid for. 
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9. There was much discussion about the new school lean-to and the beech tree which was 

removed to make way for it. Cllr Hobbs offered to “follow it up” but Cllr Waterworth pointed 

out that we had not decided what we would like him to say (e.g. do we want the lean-to 

removed?). Chris Robinson, who has complained to SDC about it, was told that it came 

within “permitted development” (i.e. not needing planning permission). Hence we were never 

consulted. Alex Jones believed that we should still have been consulted. Cllr Hobbs agreed to 

find out whether the proper procedures had been followed. Mr Scaife said the school is within 

the Conservation Area, but others doubted this. [It is: the Area extends from Church and 

Bridge streets right across Charlecote park].  

 

10. There were no volunteers for the post of parish Tree Warden. 

 

11. Mr Scaife said he had contacted Miss Creak to ask her if she would renew the stiles (or 

preferably replace them with kissing gates) on either side of her field between Snitterfield 

street and the Scar bank, as the path across it (which is not a Public Right of Way) is a 

valuable short cut, especially for those of limiting walking ability. She had expressed a 

willingness to do so, but had understood that footpath gates must now be negotiable by wheel-

chairs. This is not true, and she has been told. Martin Weetman thought it unwise to mention 

the path, as it is not a PROW. It was agreed that this is not a parish council request, but a 

private one. 

 

12. The Chairman asked for suggestions for spending for 2005-6. Mr Scaife had suggested 

that we “adopt” Miss Creak’s old allotments along the Stratford road (with her agreement) to 

create some kind of spinney. This was not discussed. There was a request for an additional 

litter bin outside the school gate. 

 

13. Planning applications passed round council: 

 (a) Avonford cottage; new bay window (circulating) 

 (b) 38 Church street; satellite dish; some reservations. 

      Decisions received from SDC and WCC 

 (a) Hampton Barn; new windows; Planning permission granted. 

 (b) 38 Church street; satellite dish; PP and LBC refused 

 (c) Round House Farm, Kings Lane. Reposition garage; PP refused. 

 (d) Tree felling at school; consent given but Copper beech by fence; pruning restricted.  

 (e) Ryon Hill Lodge; extension etc; PP granted  

 

14. Correspondence received: 

 (a) WCC; Daisy Hill footpath diversion completed and will be added to OS maps. 

 (b) SDC Playground inspection; medium risk site; no action needed. 

 

15. Financial statement as at 1
st
 November 04 

 Current account:    £1831.06 

 Savings account:      £174.60 

 Playing field account:       £78.32 

 Total     £2083.98 

 

16. Any other business:  

 (a) New school lighting; Chris Robinson and Cllr Main had drawn attention to the 

excessive amount of light coming from the new school building in the early evening and 

weekend. Barry Topham and Alex Jones said that the lights come on very early in the morning 

and wake them up, only to go out before the school staff arrive. Carol Pagett had told Mr 
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Scaife that the bright lights cast deep shadows, making it less safe at night around Vine 

Cottage estate than it used to be. Mrs Lunnon says she cannot get at the time clock controlling 

the lights. Cllr Hobbs promised to investigate. It was suggested that the exterior lamps should 

be hooded to shine downwards only. 

 (b) Mr Scaife had received complaints about the condition of the Hatton Rock road 

surface; he had passed these on to Andrew Savage (WCC) on hearing that the latter was 

listing local roads needing attention. Cllr Hobbs said that he had put forward both the Hatton 

Rock road and Snitterfield road for possible resurfacing. 

 (c) Cllr Hobbs mentioned that the speed limit on the A439 (old Stratford-Warwick 

road) was to be reduced to 50 mph.  

 (d) He also said that the completion of the footway to Charlecote was to go ahead 

(opposite Bambi cottage). 

 (e) The Chairman authorised payment of the Grapevine invoice (£120, received only 

yesterday) under the “Chairman’s Approval” SO 22. 

 (f) The Clerk read out a letter dated 18 Nov 04 from Messrs Button & Co (solicitors) 

applying for the Boar’s Head licence to be transferred to Susan Elizabeth Maindonald. 

 

The next meeting was fixed for Wednesday 19 January (7.30 pm). 

The finance committee meeting was fixed for Wednesday Jan 12
th

, 2005, 7.30 pm at the 

Chairman’s house. 

 

The meeting ended at 9.10 pm. 
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HAMPTON LUCY PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of the meeting held on 19 January 2005 in the village hall at 7.30 pm 

 

Present: 

 

Councillor Michael Woodman     

Councillor Paul Waterworth 

Councillor Huw Williams 

Councillor Martyn Gardner 

Councillor Richard Hobbs  

Alan Scaife, Clerk 

+ Lucy Wilson, WCC 

+  5 members of the public 

 

1. Apologies had been received from Cllr Main for absence and from Cllr Hobbs for late 

arrival. 

 

2. There were no declarations of interest in items on the agenda. 

 

3. The minutes of the previous meeting (24 November 2004), copies of which had been given 

to, and accepted by all the Councillors, were signed by the Chairman.  

 

4. Matters arising:  

 (a) Traffic calming: a report on the WCC Consultation exercise had been received 

recently from Lucy Wilson and circulated round the council. It showed that most of the 

proposals were acceptable to the public but that the majority did not favour changing the 

priorities on the bridge. Nor do WCC. Lucy Wilson stated that it is now WCC policy not to 

have central white lines on roads less than 5.5m wide. There was much discussion on this and 

Chris Schroeder and Cllr Gardner felt that the lines should be retained on bends. It was agreed 

to write to County Highways (Mervyn Hancox) about this, and to suggest that no money be 

wasted on erasing existing central white lines. The Chairman pointed out that the existing 

SLOW markings on the road were very faded. Lucy listed the final proposals thus: 

Snitterfield street: 

 Relocate 30 mph limit boundary18m north of current position. 

 Install combined village name/30 mph sign  beside northbound carriageway; a speed 

limit sign only beside southbound carriageway. 

 Paint white line pinch points on both carriageways at this point. 

Stratford road: 

 Relocate speed limit boundary 40m west of current position. 

 Install “gateway” feature consisting of combined village name/30 mph sign and 

existing concrete planter beside westbound carriageway; a speed limit sign only beside 

eastbound carriageway.  

 Paint white line “pinch points” on both carriageways at this point. 

Bridge street: no changes. 

Generally: do not reinstate central white lines; maintain signs free of vegetation; this is the 

responsibility of Network management. 

Lucy had concluded that there was strong opposition to the VAS and had told the “Safe routes 

to school” people to await our instructions as to whether we still want it. The Chairman said 

that this had already been decided; he pointed out from approximately 150 questionnaires 

distributed, Lucy received 10 objections to the VAS. These were based purely on appearance 
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– not one objector mentioned the safety of the children.  Mr Scaife asked the council to 

confirm that they wished him to write to Simi Braich and confirm that we still want the VAS. 

In the absence of Cllr Main (who favours the VAS) there was a 2:2 split for/against it. For the 

avoidance of doubt the Chairman said he would use his casting vote in favour of the VAS, and 

so it was decided to confirm that we wanted it. It was also agreed that we would write a letter 

to WCC on HLPC headed paper to instruct them to proceed with the traffic calming measures 

once we had received a letter from them with a firm quote (Provisionally £600 to be paid by 

us). Mr Schroeder complained that there had been no cost/benefit analysis of the proposed 

measures, and reiterated his belief that we should have a 20 mph limit. 

 (b) It was agreed that Mr Scaife could attend the tree warden’s course, with any fee to 

be agreed under the Chairman’s approval arrangement. 

 (c) Regarding the proposed spinney on Stratford road, Mr Scaife stated that the owner 

of the land, Miss Creak, had agreed to rent it to us for £1/year and said that we could go ahead 

with planting and maintenance. It was agreed that we should accept this offer. Cllr 

Waterworth favoured ploughing the plot and it was agreed that up to £200 could be spent on 

land preparation.  

 

5. The budget for 2005/6 as proposed at the December 2004 finance meeting was approved, 

and it was resolved to set a precept of £6,000.  

 

6. Mr Scaife pointed out the problem of leaves on pavements and in road gulleys, particularly 

on Snitterfield street at its junction with Bridge street. It was agreed to ask Highways how 

they can avoid their responsibility for this, in view of the Health and Safety implications. 

 

7. Planning applications passed round council: 

 (a) Grove Fields Farm; barn conversion to 5 dwellings; objections (esp traffic) 

 (b) Round House Farm, Kings Lane; new garage position; circulating 

      Decisions received from SDC and WCC 

 (a) 38 Church street; satellite dish; PP and LBC refused 

 (b) Avonford cottage; new bay window; LBC refused 

 (c) Grove Fields Farm barn conversion; Highway Authority response; initially no 

objection; later a holding objection requiring applicant to provide passing bays. 

 

8. Re-routing of footpath SD313 round The Thatched House, Grove Fields lane; no objections 

from us. 

 

9. It was agreed to accept the offer of 30-40 blankets from WCC to be kept in the village hall 

for use in emergencies. Cllr Williams (Chairman of Village Hall Committee) confirmed that 

there was a suitable storage place available. 

 

10. Correspondence received: 

 (a) Village Ventures competition 

 (b) WCC review of older people services (completed by clerk 23/12/04). 

 (c) NALC; Asian disaster; unlawful to contribute public funds to charities working 

abroad. 

 (d) Local Channel will provide free website hosting. 

 (e) Age Concern; repeat prescriptions can be ordered by elderly or housebound from 

Wellesbourne practice by phone between 12 and 1. 

 (f) Town/Parish Clerks /Chairmen’s Liaison Meeting 23 Feb 2005. 

 (g) SDC; Coventry Airport consultation; our views were sent 

 (h) WCC; New bus operator (County Links); no change in timetable 
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11. Financial statement as at 1
st
 January 2005 

 Current account:     £439.14 

 Savings account:             £1191.96 

 Playing field account:        £79.69 

 Total      £1710.79 

(S137 Mowing grant for summer 2004 not yet received) 

 

12. AOB. The Chairman questioned whether it was time to ask WCC to weld back the pieces 

of fence they removed when Skanskas created their access to the school. It was decided that 

this should wait until the new turf is well established. He also said that he felt we needed a 

closer relationship with the school in view of the numerous incidents during the last few years 

where things had happened there without our being given any warning. Cllr Waterworth 

agreed. Cllr Williams thought that most of the problems were the fault of WCC. The 

Chairman said he would arrange a meeting with the Headmistress. 

 

The meeting closed at 8.40 pm.  
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HAMPTON LUCY PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of the meeting held on 16 March 2005 in the village hall at 7.30 pm 

 

Present: 

 

Councillor Michael Woodman  

Councillor Sue Main    

Councillor Paul Waterworth 

Councillor Huw Williams 

Councillor Martyn Gardner 

Councillor Richard Hobbs (from 8 p.m.) 

Alan Scaife, Clerk 

+  5 members of the public 

 

1. Apologies had been received from Cllr Hobbs for late arrival. 

 

2. There were no declarations of interest in items in the agenda. 

 

3. The minutes of the previous meeting (19 January 2005), copies of which had been given to, 

and accepted by all the Councillors, were signed by the Chairman. 

 

4. Matters arising: 

 (a) Traffic calming. A letter had been received dated 7 February from Lucy Wilson 

(WCC) in which she quoted a total cost for our proposed scheme of £2,400, of which we are 

to pay 25%, i.e. £600. The Chairman questioned this gross cost and it was decided that before 

agreeing to the scheme we should (i) insist on seeing a breakdown of it and (ii) await an 

assurance that this was a firm quote. The possibility of asking Stannifers to make a 

contribution (as they have agreed) was discussed, and it was agreed that if we do decide to 

take up their offer, we must make it very clear that there are no strings attached. 

 (b) Leaves in Snitterfield street. WCC have acknowledged in an e-mail dated 20 Jan 

2005 that they will clear the leaves “as and when required”. 

 (c) White lines on bends on roads; Mr Scaife read out an e-mail dated 21 Jan 2005 

from Mervyn Hancox (WCC) in which he explained that the Traffic Group has decreed that 

the 2.75m wide lane of a 5.5m wide road is too narrow for a long vehicle to negotiate a bend 

without part of it going over the central line and therefore to avoid disputes in the event of a 

collision, the policy is not to paint central lines on roads of less than 5.5m width. 

 

5. The Chairman said that he had had a “cold call” from a Mr Savage of UANT, who wanted 

to attend one of our PC meetings to try to persuade us of the benefits of powered navigation 

on our river. After some discussion this was put to the vote, with a 3:2 majority opposed to 

inviting him. It was felt that this had been dealt with by last year’s WCC consultation. 

 

6. The Chairman raised the problem of puddles at the junction of Bridge street and Snitterfield 

street, and in Church street in front of the wall to the left of the pub. It was agreed that the 

Clerk should write to Richard Elbourne about this problem and about some loose kerbstones, 

and bollards (item 10). 

 

7. The Chairman also wondered whether we should publish the implications of the Freedom 

of Information Act in the parish in the Grapevine. The majority however felt that this was 

unnecessary, and it was decided to do nothing. 
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8. Two tenders were examined for the 2005/6 street lighting maintenance contract. Mr Scaife 

had been rather unhappy with the current contractor (WCC) because they would not report 

back to him when work was done. However he had made enquiries from other parishes about 

the other option (ABB) and was not convinced that they would be any better, so it was 

decided to give the contract again to WCC. 

 

9. Three tenders were examined for grass mowing in 2005/6. It was decided to stick with MP 

Garden Services (Mary Bloxsome). 

 

10. Cllr Williams wants three more bollards installed on the village green outside the village 

hall. Cllr Hobbs said that if it is a real village green it would need central government 

permission. However it was pointed out that the existing iron bollards (originating from the 

old playing field fence) were installed by WARCO with WCC permission. It was agreed that 

the Clerk would confer with Richard Elbourne over this and look out for some suitable 

bollards in time for the next meeting. 

 

11. Proposed spinney in Stratford road. Mr Scaife had shown it to Eddie Asbery of the 

Warwickshire Wildlife Trust who had sent a detailed letter of suggestions which had been 

passed round the Council. Mr Scaife proposed that we should identify existing small trees this 

May and protect and label them, and then strim much of the ground vegetation in late summer 

before having a planting day in autumn when villagers could come and plant and “adopt” a 

young tree (Cllr Williams’ idea). Bev Williams suggested that “nursery trees” should be 

planted, including birch, holly, hornbeam and rhododendrons and Charles Maries species. He 

does not favour oaks. No firm conclusions were reached on this.  

 

12. Expenditure was approved as follows: 

 (a) CVS £27.50 

 (b) Clerk’s ½ year salary £500 + expenses £74.46 

 (c) Charities; Myton Hospice (with a mention of John Matthews’ Christmas lights and 

the Hospice’s care of his wife Doreen), £65; Shipston Home Nursing, £65; Warwickshire Air 

Ambulance, £65. 

 (d) Rent for parish field, 5 years x £5 = £25 

 (e) Rent for Stratford road old allotments, (the “spinney”) 5 years x £1 = £5. 

 (f) PCC £200 

 (g) £100 to Cllr Williams (playing field checks) 

 

13. Mr Scaife reported that the diversion of the footpath SD313 round the Thatched House at 

grove Fields had been finalised. 

 

14. Planning applications passed round council: 

 (a) Grove Fields Barn conversion, new application; same objections as before 

 (b) Brook House, Ryon Hill, Warwick rd; 2 story rear extension; no objections 

 (c) Avonford cottage, Bridge street; upper storey bay window; no objections 

 (d) Jasmine cottage, Church street; single storey extension to rear; no objections 

Decisions received from SDC: none 

Opinions from WCC 

 (a) Grove Fields barn conversion: leave to SDC. Cllr Hobbs mentioned that the 

application ran counter to many policies, and would probably meet with a delegated refusal by 

officers on those grounds. 
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15. Correspondence etc received: 

 (a) Hedge removal etc. at Liskinfere. Clive Naylor, the owner of the house, was 

present and explained that the verge outside his house was bound to be damaged by building 

traffic, but he promised to restore it afterwards, and to plant a new hedge around his garden 

once the building work is complete. 

 (b) Chairman’s talk to Margaret Lunnon and letter to CEO. He explained that the new 

canopy will stay; Mr Scaife to forward his letter of 12 Feb to Mr E Wood, the County 

Education officer to Cllr Hobbs’ e-mail address immediately after the meeting as we have had 

no reply yet from Mr Wood. The Chairman had also suggested to Margaret Lunnon that the 

school should provide a litter bin outside the school gate, suggested at an earlier meeting, and 

she had agreed to do so. Cllr Hobbs pointed out that although we could no longer appoint a 

PC governor to the school, there is to be a community governor, whom we could propose. It 

could be one of the councillors. Suggestions to be made before the next meeting. 

 (c) WCC; Bus will leave HL at 09.33 and Stratford Wood street at 12.50 w.e.f 11 

April; will be service 24 of First Midland Red 

 (d) WRVS request for cash; see 12c above 

 (e) ODPM; FoI Act; a letter has been received from ODPM (ref 002264/04, undated)  

nominating first the Clerk then the Chairman as qualified persons to decide upon disclosures 

under the terms of the Act. 

 (f) WCC Walking Festival 1-8 June 2005; The Council agreed to “give its blessing” to 

a walk proposed by Mr Scaife along the Scar Bank and back along the river on Saturday 4 

June, starting at 10.30 at the bridge.  P3 offer to spray paths for weeds: Niven Conchar 

mentioned the need to spray off the Giant Hogweed below Ryon Hill Park. 

 (g) WALC; New local council charter – just circulated 

 

16. Financial statement as at 1
st
 March 2005 

 Current account:      £1007.14 

 Savings account:                 £1590.71 

 Playing field account:       £79.69 + interest? 

 Total     £2677.54 

 

17. Any other business (information only) 

 (a) Mr Scaife had had a complaint from Susan England about the light from the Ryon 

Hill site at night, and Ivor Birch said that the car park can be seen from our Hatton Rock road. 

Mr Scaife to approach Ryon Hill about this. Cllr Hobbs pointed out that NFUM do not need to 

fulfil the lighting conditions of their permission to build an office extension until they build it. 

 (b) Cllr Williams (Chairman of the Village Hall Committee) announced that the VHC 

would like to hold a Jazz concert in the Parish Field on July 2
nd

 . This was agreed. 

 (a) Ivor Birch mentioned that heavy lorries and buses were still going over our bridge. 

One belonged to Bartletts of Coventry, who are building Clive Naylor’s house extension. He 

agreed to have word with them. Ivor also mentioned the brewer’s lorries; Mr Scaife 

mentioned this to the pub landlord later. 

 (b) Cllr Hobbs said that this would be his last meeting as our County Councillor, 

although he will still be our District Councillor. Cllr Waterworth proposed a vote of thanks for 

all his help over eight years, and this was wholeheartedly endorsed. 

 

Next meeting; Wed 11 May, 7.30 p.m.; followed by Annual Parish Meeting at 8.15 

The meeting closed at 9.20 p.m.  
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HAMPTON LUCY PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of the meeting held on 11 May 2005 in the village hall at 7.30 pm 

 

Present: 

 

Councillor Michael Woodman  

Councillor Sue Main    

Councillor Paul Waterworth 

Councillor Martyn Gardner 

Councillor Richard Hobbs (SDC) 

Councillor Anita Macaulay (WCC) 

 

Alan Scaife, Clerk 

+  4 members of the public 

 

1. The Clerk asked for nominations for Chairman for the coming year. Cllr Waterworth 

proposed Cllr Woodman and this was seconded by Cllr Main and carried unanimously. Cllr 

Woodman signed a Declaration of Acceptance of Office and took the Chair. He then 

welcomed our newly-elected County Councillor, Anita Macaulay, and presented his Annual 

Report (attached). 

 

2. Apologies had been received from Cllr Williams. 

 

3. There were no declarations of interest of items in the agenda. 

 

4. The minutes of the previous meeting (March 16), copies of which had been given to, and 

accepted by all the Councillors, were then signed by the Chairman. 

 

5. Matters arising: 

 (a) Traffic calming; Mr Scaife had at last received an e-mail from Jerry Birkbeck 

(WCC) assuring us that our contribution to the agreed traffic calming scheme would not 

exceed £649.50 (ex-VAT). The Chairman considered that the costings were far too high; Cllr 

Waterworth said that he was not in a position to judge. Cllr Gardner proposed that we proceed 

to place the order with WCC to implement the scheme without delay, and this was carried by 

a 3:1 vote. 

 (b) Mr Scaife read out an e-mail from John Grant (Deputy to Mervyn Hancox, WCC), 

in which he (i) agreed to our installing 3 extra bollards on the green, (ii) said that the puddle in 

the road at Sal’s Grave would be “cow-patched”, (iii) promised to fix any loose kerbstones 

and (iv) promised  to get the Forestry Section to inspect the dead oak tree opposite the lane to 

Old Pastures Farm with regard to its safety. 

 (c) It was agreed that anyone interested would meet at the new spinney next Sunday 

morning (10.30) to help rescue any young trees by clearing round them and applying rabbit 

guards, to be brought by Mark Webster (WCC) on 12 May. 

 

6. Annual Audit 2004-5. The Chairman expressed his thanks to Chris Schroeder for carrying 

out the internal audit. The Council approved the accounts and acknowledged their collective 

responsibility as set out in the Statement of Assurance and approved the Chairman’s risk 

assessment, which had been circulated. 
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7. The Clerk mentioned that 40 emergency blankets had been received from WCC and placed 

in the village hall.  

 

8. He suggested that he should seek quotes to trim the hedge adjacent to the allotments in the 

Parish field; however Ken Cockshull pointed out that the hedge had been planted by VEG, so 

the council agreed that VEG should be consulted about this. However it was agreed that 2-3 

trees (beech, copper beech) should be marked and allowed to grow up from the new hedge 

along the south side of the King George V Playing field. Cllr Waterworth remarked that it is 

still bleak there.  

 

9. Mr Scaife had received a request from the Depot Bus organisers to visit the young people of 

the village. It was agreed to leave this decision to the youth club. 

 

10. He had also received a letter from SDC saying that s136 payments would cease at the end 

of this financial year. The Chairman protested vigorously about this but Cllr Hobbs pointed 

out that 85% of the s136 money was going to Stratford and Alcester towns, and that many 

parishes had never claimed any payments. SDC had decided that it was fairer for each parish 

to pay for its own mowing etc out of its own precept. 

 

11. It was agreed that we should enter the Best Kept Village competition, for which we have 

been offered free entry. The question was asked as to who would do the necessary work. Mr 

Scaife said he proposed to put an item in the Grapevine urging everybody to tidy up around 

their own homes. Cllr Waterworth suggested putting this on the notice board. It was pointed 

out that the verges have hardly been mowed this year by SDC. Cllr Macaulay said we should 

write to Martin Peel about this. VEG have agreed to support the entry, and have already been 

very active in weeding their flower beds. 

 

12. It was agreed to approach Stannifers for a contribution to the our share of the cost of the 

traffic calming scheme once we have the invoice from WCC.  

 

13. It was agreed that the Parish Field can be used for parking for the Warwickshire Walking 

Festival walk along the Scar Bank on 4 June. 

 

14. Expenditure was approved for: 

 (a) VEG £26.70 (SDC s136 for litter picking) 

 (b) Allianz Cornhill Insurance £503.47 

 (c) WALC sub £110 

 

15. Planning applications passed round council: 

 (a) Grove Fields Farm; relocation of 2 barns; no objections. 

 (b) 32 Church street; single storey extension; circulating 

     Decisions received from SDC: 

 (a) Brook House, Warwick road; 2-storey extension. PP granted. 

 (b) Avonford cottage, Bridge street; 1
st
 floor bay window; LBC refused. 

 (c) Jasmine cottage, Church street; single storey extension; PP granted. 

 (d) Grove Fields Farm; Removal of 2 barns and conversion of listed brick barn to 5 

dwellings; LBC and PP refused. 

 

16. Correspondence etc received: 

 (a) Thanks from Carol Pagett for use of field. 

 (b) Thanks from Myton Hospice and Air Ambulance for donations of £65. 

 (c) Thanks from Geoff Cowperthwaite for PCC grant 
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 (d) CPRE opposed Grove Fields application to move barns. 

 (e) SDC; Youth Bank; grants available for youth groups. 

 

17. Financial statement (1 May 05):  

 (a) Savings account:   £3624.81 

 (b) Current account:    £202.87 

 (c) Playing Field account     £80.06 

 Total      £3925.74 

 

18. Any other business (information only) 

 (a) It was agreed to ask WCC to weld back the missing bars in Parish field fence. 

 (b) Ken Cockshull explained that Malcolm Grenney (7 Stratford road) (“Mac”) would 

like to plant two Charles Maries trees in the playing field to commemorate his mother and 

father-in-law. The horse chestnut opposite his house is diseased, and it was agreed that it can 

be replaced by one of Mr Grenney’s trees; the other can be planted in the gap in the tree line 

beside the new car park. The trees will be paid for, watered and maintained by Mr Grenney; 

additional costs will be met by the Charles Maries branch of VEG, so there will be no cost to 

the council. 

 (c) The Chairman mentioned that a parishioner had telephoned Miss Creak very early 

one morning to complain about Bomfords ploughing in the early hours. It was felt by the 

council and by the public that this was something one had to expect when living in the 

countryside, and was likely to be a “one-off”. No action will be taken by the parish council. 

 (d) He had also been asked by Bev Williams whether we were interested in somehow 

adopting his pre-war outside loo. We were not. 

 

The next meeting was fixed for Wednesday 13 July, at 7.30 p.m. 

 

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 

 

Minutes of the Annual Parish meeting held at 8..30 p.m. on 11 May 2005; 4 members of the 

public were present. 

 

The Chairman asked for comments on, or criticisms of the council’s activities. Geoff 

Cowperthwaite suggested that the very low attendance was because most people were 

satisfied with the council’s work. He personally expressed great satisfaction with it.  

 

Bob Chedham pointed out that visitors from outside the village were dropping their children 

off opposite his house, so that they could climb over the playing field fence to use the skate-

board ramp. Mr Scaife said he would make a sign to put on the fence at that spot. 

 

There being no further contributions, the meeting closed at about 9 p.m.  
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Hampton Lucy Parish Council 

Herewith are the minutes from the meeting held on 18th November, 2009 in the Village Hall 

starting at 7.30pm. 

Present: Councillor Michael Woodman (Chairman); 

  Councillor Niven Conchar; 

  Councillor Huw Williams; 

  Councillor Kay Graham; 

  Councillor David Johnston (County Councillor); 

  Barry Morris, Clerk 

  And 3 members of the public. 

 

Apologies:  Councillor Sue Main, and Councillor Richard Hobbs. 

 

Chairman’s Report 

 

1. The Chairman started the meeting by welcoming the new clerk, Barry Morris. 

 

2. The minutes of the previous meeting held in September were approved by all 

present and signed off by the Chairman. 

 

3.         The Chairman thanked Carolyn Gallagher, who was unable for personal reasons to 

take up the role of Clerk, for her interest in the parish and particularly  in the post. 

He assured her that her time would come ! 

 

4. The Chairman then read out a letter from Alan Scaife the previous clerk. In this Mr 

Scaife expressed his thanks for the kind words that had been said in thanking him for 

his period of office and for the farewell gift with which he had been presented. He 

stated that he had had a lot of satisfaction from his term of office and had also had a 

lot of laughs during the meetings. 

 

Matters Arising 

 

1. Councillor David Johnston reported on his investigation of the pending actions taking 

place in the Warwickshire Fire Service. He said that there was to be a review 

regarding the reduction of the number of fire stations in the area and that there will 

be a reduction of 75 permanent firemen across the district. Wellesbourne station 

will be retained. 

It has been proposed to educate local householders in the value of having alarm 

systems in place and this can be done by referring people to the County Council’s 

website. It is also important to educate residents in when to make emergency calls 

since, at present, some 50% of calls are false. It is important that this percentage is 

reduced significantly. 
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The Chairman referred to response times for call outs and Councillor David said that 

the national average time was some 10mins in towns and 20mins in rural areas. 

Councillor Huw asked if the firemen are on call 24 hours a day. Councillor David said 

that there is a difference between small and large stations but that the number of 

firemen in Wellesbourne is to be increased. 

2. Councillor Huw raised the issue of car parking at Park Hill and that this had improved. 

Also that the truck parked at Wyevale should be moved. However, it was thought 

that this would not be likely until the Christmas season was over. 

3. Councillor David reported that an inspection of the flooding in Bridge Street was to 

be undertaken following the work of repairing pot-holes in Snitterfield Road. A 

section of the pavement is to be dug up and this should provide the opportunity to 

repair the paving stones and the possibility of removing puddles and improving 

lighting. 

Reference was made to the hedges in Snitterfield Road as these were overgrown on 

one side. Councillor David will chase up the land owners as this is their responsibility. 

Reference was also made to the need for cutting back the Charlecote House side of 

the road from Hampton Lucy to Charlecote and that the footpaths need clearing of 

dead leaves. Councillor David agreed to follow this matter up. 

4. The Chairman reported that the Auditor was happy with the annual accounts and 

had passed them. 

5. The Chairman referred to the invoice for £760-16 in respect of the costs of the by-

election held in April. He had consulted the CIPFA  and Prof. Travers of the LSE to 

question whether the costs could be reduced. Payment of the invoice was agreed 

but the question of obtaining a reduction was to be pursued. 

6. £516 for Youth Club use had been deposited with the Council. Hopefully, the club 

will soon be resurrected. 

7. Clerk’s retirement gift, decanter and wine approved  £44.38 

8. The Charles Maries shrubs which had been shredded by the verge mowing had now 

been replaced by VEG and the costs reimbursed by Veolia. 

9. The Wilmut fund was to be advertised in the Grapevine. 

10. The Chairman said that the matter of the street lighting maintenance bills had been 

pursued. When maintenance charges were met on a monthly basis the cost was 

£20/month. The quarterly bill was for £100. A refund is being sought in respect of 

this overpayment and the overstatement of power of certain streetlights. 

11. The Chairman had met with the School Heateacher and discussed the apparent late 

communication of  the recent erection of a second conservatory. He was assured 

that he was told as soon as a decision was reached and that the work could start 

immediately because it was exactly the same as the previous one. He was informed 

that the school was looking for a new Community Governor (Sue Lampit is leaving 
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her position). Councillor Kay said that their attitude has to change and we need to 

have an arrangement whereby the Council are told in advance of what changes are 

planned. This could be achieved simply by asking the secretary to ensure that the 

Council are kept informed. The Chairman will follow this up in their  next meeting. 

The Chairman said that Councillor Hobbs is looking into what level of freedom land 

owners have in making such changes. Councillor David said that he thought the 

Parish Council should be allowed the opportunity to comment on any development 

that was being planned.  

12. With regard to the demolition of the thatched cottage  - no communication had yet 

been received from S.D.C. 

13. A cheque for the rental of £20 covering the hire of the Village Hall was signed. 

14. The matter of the purchase of the BT telephone kiosk was being pursued. 

15. The Budget for next year will be resolved at the next meeting. An entry will be put in 

the next Grapevine inviting suggestions. One matter to be considered will be the 

maintenance cost for street lighting when ,perhaps, more than the usual £300 will 

need to be set aside in future years. 

16. The whole Council is up for election in May 2010. If this should coincide with the 

district election then the cost, if any, is unclear. The Council may need to budget for 

this – Barry will enquire at SDC.  

17. Financial position at 2 Nov 09        £ 

                                Savings a/c  3775.03 ( incl £516.76 Youth   £300 Lighting 

                                Current          1327.66 

                        Playing Field            361.33                                  

                                                    5464.02 

Any Other Business  

a) Barry reported that he had received a communication from Alan Scaife to say that he 

had deposited the old Council minutes (1894 – 2001) and the Receipts and Payment 

books (1916 – 1960) with Warwickshire Records Office. 

b) The publication of the Conservation Area in the Village has been published and 

the School is within this area. 

c) Councillor Huw reported on the meeting that he and Barry had with the play area 

inspector on Thursday 12th November. The inspector would be writing to say that 

the skateboard ramp does not reach the standard required. This was reported in 

2007, 2008 and had to be repaired on both occasions. What should be done 

about this matter was discussed including fencing it off to prevent access. 

Fencing, however, would cost some £300 before any remedial action could be 

taken. A possibility was to replace the wooden frame with a metal one but this 

would cost a significant amount. Councillors Kay and Huw, proposed that it 

should be scrapped and this was agreed unanimously.   Huw also mentioned that 
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the inspector pointed out that the ‘ropes’ on the climbing frame were fraying 

and that by next year they would need to be replaced. 

d) Barry reported that he had received a letter from Wellesbourne Wanderers 

Football Club seeking financial support. They have 150 members aged between 5 

and 14, some of whom are from Hampton Lucy. The club provides both 

competitive and social activities and whilst the majority of members are boys 

there are a number of girls also included. The costs to the club of providing this 

facility is in excess of £10,000 per annum. Hence the need to seek support. Barry 

will write to the club to let them know that the matter was discussed and that a 

decision will be made in January when the budgeting process is undertaken. 

 

The meeting closed at 8.50pm. The next meeting will be held at 7.30pm on 

Wednesday 13th January 2010. 
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HAMPTON LUCY PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of the meeting held on 13
th

 December, 2010 in the Village Hall  at 7.30pm. 

 

Present: Councillor Mrs S Main (Chairman);  Councillor Mr J Bryson, 

                        Councillor Mrs K Graham, Councillor Mr Huw Williams. 

                        Mr M Woodman – Acting Parish Clerk          

                          

Apologies none 

 

Declarations of interest in items in the agenda   none 

 

This special meeting was called to discuss the award of a grant of £15,000 for the 

 purchase of new equipment for the Playing- Field . 

The Chairman explained that SDC would prepare a contract between HLPC and the 

 contractor which would effectively ensure that no costs would fall on the Council which  

will provide a £3,000 deposit at this stage.  

The schedule of equipment proposed by Cllr Bryson was agreed with some alterations  

following a lengthy discussion and will be subject to a site inspection by the contractor  

tomorrow ( 14 Dec). 

The Chairman thanked Cllr Bryson for his work in pursuing grant-aid and developing the 

project. 

 

Parish Clerk 

Following a discussion with the chairman after the November meeting, the Clerk decided to 

step down. The Chairman then asked Cllr woodman to take up the post of Acting Clerk and 

this appointment was now approved on a permanent basis. Cllr Woodman then resigned his 

seat which was reported by the Chairman to this meeting which now declared a vacancy and 

set the date bywhich application for an election must be made ie 7 Jan 2011. SDC will be 

informed immediately. 

 

Bank Mandate 

Following the previous minute it was agreed to substitute Cllr Bryson for Cllr Woodman as 

cheque signatory and to advise HSBC of the necessary changes 

 

Gritting Bins 

In view of the £3k deposit required  for the play equipment  it was decided to reduce the no. of 

bins from 3 to 2 and to enquire of WCC if they would sanction the purchase of dustbins to 

store grit in an attempt to save money. 

 

Half-year Accounts (30 Sept ’10) 

These had not been completed and submitted to the Independent Examiner for audit so it was 

decided to await the year-end final accounts at 31 March ’11 

 

 

The meeting closed at 8.45pm            Date of next meeting – 19 January 2011 
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Hampton Lucy Parish Council 

Herewith are the minutes from the meeting held on 21st January, 2010 in the Village Hall 

starting at 7.30pm. 

Present: Councillor Michael Woodman (Chairman); 

  Councillor Niven Conchar; 

  Councillor Huw Williams; 

  Councillor Sue Main; 

  Councillor David Johnston (County Councillor); 

  Barry Morris, Clerk 

  And 6 members of the public. 

 

Apologies:  Councillor Kay Graham, Councillor Richard Hobbs. 

 

1 Matters Arising 

 

1. Councillor Sue stated that discussions regarding the proposed gypsy site were still 

ongoing. 

2. There is no news as yet on the matter of the Riverside Walk. 

3. District Councillor Richard Hobbs has spoken to the Returning Officer regarding the 

Chairman’s letter of 9 Dec 09 re the election costs incurred but has received no 

comments as yet. 

 

2 Sports Field 

 

Correspondence has been received from SDC regarding the availability of grants for 

assistance in the purchase of equipment for village play areas. Councillor Sue said that it was 

unlikely that this parish would receive anything since it is not a deprived area. The 

documentation referring to this matter is in the hands of Councillor Huw. 

 

A cheque for £29.99 was approved and handed to Councillor Huw for the cost of removing 

the skating ramp and for a new lock for the gate to the field. 

 

3 Allotments 

 

Many residents have complained about the state of the allotments since many are not being 

maintained properly. Three of them are empty and some are overgrown. Since, at present, 

no charge is made for their use, a  suggestion was made that charges should be introduced. 

This proposal was rejected as the land is not owned by the council. Councillor Niven said 

that he was originally charged £5 a year for his allotment. However, it was thought that as 

there is no running water available, no charge could be levied. It was suggested from the 

floor that it would be good if villagers had the opportunity to take on the unused 
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allotments. Councillor Niven suggested that some thought should be given to revising rules 

of tenancy. 

 

4 Street Lighting 

Chairman Mike said that the December quarter invoice (when received) should show lower 

cost. The correct charge is 8pence/kwh but the Council pays only 4p/kwh. He has been in 

touch with the suppliers EON to point out that of the 7 streetlights on the Langlands, 2 were 

incorrectly rated higher than the remainder. He has been able to get that corrected. 

The streetlight at the junction of The Close and Snitterfield Road has not been working since 

the road was dug up for rectifying the domestic supply. Contact has been made with WCC 

and the situation has been reported upon. They say that the problem lies below ground. Co-

operation from EON or the County Council to rectify the problem is still being pursued. 

 

5 School Communication 

Chairman Mike has had a meeting with the Headteacher (Mrs. Lunnon). District Councillor 

Richard Hobbs is going to explore their rights as to whether they have freedom to develop 

as they please. He had said that it was only right that the Parish Council should be informed 

in advance of what they were planning. Mrs. Lunnon suggested that a copy of Governors 

meetings’ minutes should be made available to the Parish Council. 

Councillor Sue suggested that minutes of our meetings should be made available to the 

School. Minutes are circulated by e-mail but there had been a breakdown recently. 

Chairman Mike stated that he had agreed with Mrs. Lunnon that it was in the best interests 

of both parties that communication was maintained. Councillor Sue thought that it was just 

a courtesy to keep the Parish Council informed of developments taking place. 

It was stated by a member of the public that Mrs. Lunnon would like to communicate with 

non-working residents with a view to their joining in with activities taking place at the 

school. Pupils in Year 6 would like to be involved with local residents. It was suggested that 

residents should be called upon or, more appropriately, an article or handout entered 

in/delivered with The Grapevine. Councillor Sue said that she would be pleased to liaise with 

the School to help improve relationships. 

 

6 Village Hall 

Chairman Mike read out a letter received from the Village Hall committee. It stated that 

efforts would be made to continue fund raising efforts including the recent introduction of 

the rural cinema.  For the last year a surplus of some £800 was made and there is a healthy 

bank balance of some £4,800. A request was also made for the Parish Council to maintain 

their grant for the coming year. 

 

7 Fiancial Report 

The current status of the accounts is as follows: 

 

Savings £3,775.42 

Current £   573.12 

Playing Field £   361.38 
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Total  £4,709.92 

 

Chairman Mike reported that EON had cancelled an overcharge of some £300 and this had 

helped to meet the cost of the by-election. 

In reference to the coming year’s budget, he said that there was a need to provide for this 

year’s election cost of some £700. Depending upon the timing of the District and General 

elections, this may be reduced. He had contacted the WALC and they were “uptight” about 

the cost. The SDC set a scale for the vote counters of £80 for hours of 9-12 and do increase 

the cost each year. Chairman Mike told them he would be happy to do the work of presiding 

officer for nothing but got no response. 

 

Overall, there was little change to the budget except for a marginal allowance for inflation. 

 

Jeremy Bryson considered that the cost of mowing was high and considering that the soccer 

pitch was relatively unused, then perhaps more money should be spent on play equipment. 

 

Reference was then made to the allowance of £200 made for charity purposes. A number of 

those present considered that this was a decision which should be left to individuals to 

decide if they wished to make a donation and to whom.  

 

Chairman Mike proposed that the budget was left as is for the time being at least. This was 

accepted. 

 

8 Any Other Business 

1. Chairman Mike said that all Council members are up for election in the coming year 

and that he would not be standing for re-election. Those present were encouraged 

to identify potential candidates but to bear in mind that if only 5 candidates are up 

for election then there would be no necessity for an election thus saving money. 

2. A Community Forum is to be held at the Newbold Pacey and Ashorne Village Hall on 

4th February at 7pm. This is an opportunity to raise matters affecting local parishes 

and will be conducted in the presence of local police. Many local issues are 

scheduled to be discussed including road gritting. Anyone wishing to attend should 

do so. 

3. It was stated that there were holes in the road over the bridge which was put down 

to poor workmanship. Two trenches across the bridge are breaking up as a result of 

them not being sealed properly. Councillor David Johnston said that the county 

budget had not yet been set. 

4. The comment was made that large vehicles are crossing the bridge and the county 

council should accept responsibility for preventing this. 

5. Cars were being parked in the village on grass verges which was destroying the same 

and causing localised flooding. Application had been made to SDC to allow people 
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free planning permission  to set up their own vehicular access to parking areas but 

no response had yet been received. 

6. Councillor Huw suggested the setting up of a group of volunteers to help those 

residents who were unable to get around. 

7. Clerk Barry referred to a communication he had received from WALC regarding Best 

Village competition. Anyone wishing to mastermind the entry can obtain details from 

Barry. The closing date for entries is 31st May. 

8. Clerk Barry then referred to a letter received from WALC inviting applications from 

Councils to nominate one councillor (and a companion) to attend a Royal Garden 

Party at Buckingham Palace on Thursday 22nd July. 

 

The meeting closed at 8.57pm. The next meeting will be held in the Village Hall 

at 7.30pm on Wednesday 10th March 2010. 
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Hampton Lucy Parish Council 

Herewith are the minutes from the meeting held on 18th November, 2009 in the Village Hall 

starting at 7.30pm. 

Present: Councillor Michael Woodman (Chairman); 

  Councillor Niven Conchar; 

  Councillor Huw Williams; 

  Councillor Kay Graham; 

  Councillor David Johnston (County Councillor); 

  Barry Morris, Clerk 

  And 3 members of the public. 

 

Apologies:  Councillor Sue Main, and Councillor Richard Hobbs. 

 

Chairman’s Report 

 

1. The Chairman started the meeting by welcoming the new clerk, Barry Morris. 

 

2. The minutes of the previous meeting held in September were approved by all 

present and signed off by the Chairman. 

 

3.         The Chairman thanked Carolyn Gallagher, who was unable for personal reasons to 

take up the role of Clerk, for her interest in the parish and particularly  in the post. 

He assured her that her time would come ! 

 

4. The Chairman then read out a letter from Alan Scaife the previous clerk. In this Mr 

Scaife expressed his thanks for the kind words that had been said in thanking him for 

his period of office and for the farewell gift with which he had been presented. He 

stated that he had had a lot of satisfaction from his term of office and had also had a 

lot of laughs during the meetings. 

 

Matters Arising 

 

18. Councillor David Johnston reported on his investigation of the pending actions taking 

place in the Warwickshire Fire Service. He said that there was to be a review 

regarding the reduction of the number of fire stations in the area and that there will 

be a reduction of 75 permanent firemen across the district. Wellesbourne station 

will be retained. 

It has been proposed to educate local householders in the value of having alarm 

systems in place and this can be done by referring people to the County Council’s 

website. It is also important to educate residents in when to make emergency calls 

since, at present, some 50% of calls are false. It is important that this percentage is 

reduced significantly. 
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The Chairman referred to response times for call outs and Councillor David said that 

the national average time was some 10mins in towns and 20mins in rural areas. 

Councillor Huw asked if the firemen are on call 24 hours a day. Councillor David said 

that there is a difference between small and large stations but that the number of 

firemen in Wellesbourne is to be increased. 

19. Councillor Huw raised the issue of car parking at Park Hill and that this had improved. 

Also that the truck parked at Wyevale should be moved. However, it was thought 

that this would not be likely until the Christmas season was over. 

20. Councillor David reported that an inspection of the flooding in Bridge Street was to 

be undertaken following the work of repairing pot-holes in Snitterfield Road. A 

section of the pavement is to be dug up and this should provide the opportunity to 

repair the paving stones and the possibility of removing puddles and improving 

lighting. 

Reference was made to the hedges in Snitterfield Road as these were overgrown on 

one side. Councillor David will chase up the land owners as this is their responsibility. 

Reference was also made to the need for cutting back the Charlecote House side of 

the road from Hampton Lucy to Charlecote and that the footpaths need clearing of 

dead leaves. Councillor David agreed to follow this matter up. 

21. The Chairman reported that the Auditor was happy with the annual accounts and 

had passed them. 

22. The Chairman referred to the invoice for £760-16 in respect of the costs of the by-

election held in April. He had consulted the CIPFA  and Prof. Travers of the LSE to 

question whether the costs could be reduced. Payment of the invoice was agreed 

but the question of obtaining a reduction was to be pursued. 

23. £516 for Youth Club use had been deposited with the Council. Hopefully, the club 

will soon be resurrected. 

24. Clerk’s retirement gift, decanter and wine approved  £44.38 

25. The Charles Maries shrubs which had been shredded by the verge mowing had now 

been replaced by VEG and the costs reimbursed by Veolia. 

26. The Wilmut fund was to be advertised in the Grapevine. 

27. The Chairman said that the matter of the street lighting maintenance bills had been 

pursued. When maintenance charges were met on a monthly basis the cost was 

£20/month. The quarterly bill was for £100. A refund is being sought in respect of 

this overpayment and the overstatement of power of certain streetlights. 

28. The Chairman had met with the School Heateacher and discussed the apparent late 

communication of  the recent erection of a second conservatory. He was assured 

that he was told as soon as a decision was reached and that the work could start 

immediately because it was exactly the same as the previous one. He was informed 

that the school was looking for a new Community Governor (Sue Lampit is leaving 
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her position). Councillor Kay said that their attitude has to change and we need to 

have an arrangement whereby the Council are told in advance of what changes are 

planned. This could be achieved simply by asking the secretary to ensure that the 

Council are kept informed. The Chairman will follow this up in their  next meeting. 

The Chairman said that Councillor Hobbs is looking into what level of freedom land 

owners have in making such changes. Councillor David said that he thought the 

Parish Council should be allowed the opportunity to comment on any development 

that was being planned.  

29. With regard to the demolition of the thatched cottage  - no communication had yet 

been received from S.D.C. 

30. A cheque for the rental of £20 covering the hire of the Village Hall was signed. 

31. The matter of the purchase of the BT telephone kiosk was being pursued. 

32. The Budget for next year will be resolved at the next meeting. An entry will be put in 

the next Grapevine inviting suggestions. One matter to be considered will be the 

maintenance cost for street lighting when ,perhaps, more than the usual £300 will 

need to be set aside in future years. 

33. The whole Council is up for election in May 2010. If this should coincide with the 

district election then the cost, if any, is unclear. The Council may need to budget for 

this – Barry will enquire at SDC.  

34. Financial position at 2 Nov 09        £ 

                                Savings a/c  3775.03 ( incl £516.76 Youth   £300 Lighting 

                                Current          1327.66 

                        Playing Field            361.33                                  

                                                    5464.02 

Any Other Business  

e) Barry reported that he had received a communication from Alan Scaife to say that he 

had deposited the old Council minutes (1894 – 2001) and the Receipts and Payment 

books (1916 – 1960) with Warwickshire Records Office. 

f) The publication of the Conservation Area in the Village has been published and 

the School is within this area. 

g) Councillor Huw reported on the meeting that he and Barry had with the play area 

inspector on Thursday 12th November. The inspector would be writing to say that 

the skateboard ramp does not reach the standard required. This was reported in 

2007, 2008 and had to be repaired on both occasions. What should be done 

about this matter was discussed including fencing it off to prevent access. 

Fencing, however, would cost some £300 before any remedial action could be 

taken. A possibility was to replace the wooden frame with a metal one but this 

would cost a significant amount. Councillors Kay and Huw, proposed that it 

should be scrapped and this was agreed unanimously.   Huw also mentioned that 
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the inspector pointed out that the ‘ropes’ on the climbing frame were fraying 

and that by next year they would need to be replaced. 

h) Barry reported that he had received a letter from Wellesbourne Wanderers 

Football Club seeking financial support. They have 150 members aged between 5 

and 14, some of whom are from Hampton Lucy. The club provides both 

competitive and social activities and whilst the majority of members are boys 

there are a number of girls also included. The costs to the club of providing this 

facility is in excess of £10,000 per annum. Hence the need to seek support. Barry 

will write to the club to let them know that the matter was discussed and that a 

decision will be made in January when the budgeting process is undertaken. 

 

The meeting closed at 8.50pm. The next meeting will be held at 7.30pm on 

Wednesday 13th January 2010. 
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Hampton Lucy Parish Council 

Present: Councillor Michael Woodman (Chairman); 

  Councillor Huw Williams; 
  Councillor Sue Main; 

  Councillor Kay Graham; 

  Councillor Jeremy Bryson; 

  Councillor David Johnston (County Councillor); 

  Barry Morris, Clerk 

  And 6 members of the public. 

 

Apologies:  None. 

 

Chairman Michael expressed the Council’s thanks to Niven Conchar for his years of service 

to the Council and local community. 

 

1 New Chairman 

Chairman Mike proposed Councillor Sue as the new Chairperson. This was seconded by 

Councillor Huw and the proposal was carried unanimously. Councillor Sue then took over 

the chair for the remainder of the meeting.  

The retiring chairman, Mike, was thanked for his dedication and contributions over the past 

years that he has been in office. 

 

2 New Member 

The Chairperson welcomed the new member Mr. Jeremy Bryson to the committee. He was 

given the member registration document to be completed which was duly done. 

 

 3 Playing Field Maintenance 

It was agreed to reimburse Councillor Huw with £100 for the work he has done in 

maintaining the Playing Field. 

 

4 Confirmation of previous minutes 

The Committee agreed that the minutes were a true record of the last meeting and a copy 

was duly signed off by the Chairperson Sue. 

 

5 Matters Arising 

a) Aircraft Noise.  Councillor Mike reported that he had been in touch with councillors 

from Wellesbourne, Charlecote and Loxley and that they had agreed to be involved 

in discussions with the management of Wellesbourne airfield regarding aircraft noise 

over the villages concerned. Councillor David Johnston is to be contacted by 

Councillor Mike with regard to setting up a meeting at which this issue can be 

discussed by the interested parties. 

b) Gritting Bins.  It was agreed to pursue the matter of placing gritting bins in 

Snitterfield Street. The Council will have to meet the cost of the bins and clerk Barry 
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agreed to pursue this with the District Council and hopes to be able to report on the 

costs involved at the next meeting. Depending on the cost quoted, a decision will 

then be made by the Committee. 

c) Verges in Bridge Street. Chairperson Sue considered that the kerbs needed to be 

dropped and talks with the District Council had to be undertaken. She believes that 

the DC will do the job for a reduced price. It was further suggested that an article on 

this matter should be included in the Grapevine so that residents are aware of what 

is being considered and have the opportunity to air their views. Councillor Kay 

suggested that it might be better to call on the residents in the area to get their 

views directly. 

The matter of footpaths in Snitterfield Street was also raised; the point being that 

they are in a rough condition and need widening and tarmacing. It was suggested 

that the DC are aware of the problem and are planning to do the work in June. 

d) Streetlights Maintenance – Chairperson Sue is awaiting a reply from a potential 

contractor and hopes to report to the June meeting with quotations for annual 

maintenance/ one-off repairs. 

6 Chairman’s Annual Report – see attached  

 

7 District Councillor’s Report 

Councillor David remarked that the District Council were looking for ways of constraining 

budgets. On the matter of potholes in the roads, he commented that a list of these was 

required to pass on to the DC for them to work on. Particular reference was then made to 

those in Bridge Street and Councillor David said that work was planned to be done in Bridge 

Street this summer. It was commented that the repairs done earlier had been shoddy and 

had lasted only for a few weeks. 

As far as the landslide on the river bank some 20 yards from the bridge was concerned, the 

DC need to do another tour to inspect the damage. Elaine has said that she was told that 

there are no funds available to rectify the problem.  

As far as the lorry at Wyevale is concerned there does not appear to have been any progress 

but that this was really a matter for our new DC  Councillor Helen Hayter. 

The issue of development within the conservation area was raised and it was agreed that 

villagers should be informed of the details of the legislation on this matter and that it would 

be beneficial to get someone from the Council to come and explain the contents. 

 

8 Community Forum 

Councillor Mike said that he had met with the Forum Organiser, Jenny Murray, and it was 

agreed to invite her to address the council at the meeting in September. Councillor Mike 

agreed to contact her on this matter. 

 

9 School issue 

Councillor Mike said that he had not had the time to talk over with the Headmistress the 

issues affecting any developments planned. Chairperson Sue agreed to take over this 
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responsibility and Councillor Kay said that she believed that the Headmistress would 

appreciate contact with the Chairperson. 

10 Expenditure 

Clerk Barry reported that the current status of the accounts is as follows: 

 

Current a/c  £  176.26 

Savings a/c £7,125.93 

Playing Field  £   361.43 

The current a/c included the £3,350 ( 1st half-year’s precept )received from SDC.  

In view of the fact that there are payments to be made from the current a/c of £58.65 to 

EON, £100 to Councillor Huw, and £15 to Countryside for strimming the spinney, he asked 

for approval to transfer £2,000 from the savings a/c to the current a/c and this was agreed. 

 

11 Any Other Business 

a) Chairperson Sue reported that the School Headmistress had stated that she was 

planning to physically expand the premises due to Government legislation  and to 

continue to expand and prosper. A strategic plan will be developed and when that 

plan is available then it should be displayed in the Village Hall so that residents can 

comment upon it. She added that the finance was not yet available and it might not 

take place for the best part of 10 years. The view was expressed a serious look 

into the future needed to be taken to determine if the   expansion was 

really necessary. Chairperson Sue will look into this matter in detail and report 

 back to the committee. 

b) There is concern in the Village about crop spraying and the damage this might do to 

the children. Councillor Jeremy said that he had spoken to the Manager of Alfresco 

and they had said that they take a lot of care and attention when doing this work but 

that they would be prepared to contact concerned residents when this activity was 

due to take place. The people who wish to be notified need to identify themselves. 

 

 

The meeting closed at 8.28pm. The date of the next meeting is provisionally fixed for the 

9th June 

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 

Parishioners were invited to raise any matters of concern - 

Paul and Angela Chedham commented that there has been a lot of late evening activity 

involving a 4 wheel drive moving around the fields on both sides of the road with a 

person in the back leaning from the window firing a shotgun. This is an annoyance to 

those people adjacent to the fields where this activity is taking place. Chairperson Sue 

asked the clerk to write to Alfresco and Ms. Creek asking for this action to be curtailed. 

 

No other issues were raised and the meeting closed. 
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HAMPTON LUCY PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of the meeting held on 19 January 2011 in the Village Hall at 7.30pm 

 

Present: Cllr S Main (Chairman), Cllr J Bryson, Cllr H Williams. 

               M Woodman - Parish Clerk    and 5 parishioners 

 

1. Apologies   Cllr K Graham 

2. There were no declarations of interest in items in the agenda 

3. The minutes of the previous meeting on 24 Nov and the special meeting on 13 Dec 2010 

copies of which had been circulated and accepted by members, were signed by the Chairman. 

4. Matters arising 

            The 3 fruit trees donated by SDC had arrived and would be planted towards the NW 

corner of the playing field this weekend. 

5. Co-option of Parish Councillor: No election having been called within the prescribed 14 

day period the Council considered two applications for co-option. Following presentations, 

questions and consideration by councillors, Mr Jeremy Whyman was selected, welcomed, and 

took his seat on the Council. (The formal declarations were to be completed and forwarded to 

the Monitoring Officer, SDC). 

6. Slot for District Councillor: Cllr H Hayter referred to 2 planning applications pending (the 

proposed gypsy site and Deer Park, Grovefields Farm ), both of which SDC were mindful to 

disallow. 

7. New Playing field equipment: Cllr Bryson reported that although there had been delay by 

contractors, sovereign, in starting the installation, they were on course for completion on 

Friday, 21 Jan and a re-opening of the field on Sunday. The Chairman expressed her thanks to 

Cllr Bryson for his commitment and enthusiasm to this project and the fact to be recorded in 

these minutes. 

8. Clerk’s items: 

 A-Grit bins had been delayed until after receipt of the grant (£15k) and settlement of 

Sovereign’s account to ensure the Council was ‘in funds’. 

 b-VHMC-Had a successful year with a facelift and new kitchen in the Hall. An increase of 

£15 in the contribution to the VHMC to £650 in 2011 and the payment of £35 rent for 2010 

meetings. 

 C-2 mowing quotations had been sought but only 1 received for £100 per cut for 2011 from 

John Ward Landscapes – this was accepted.  
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d- Street Light maintenance contract from 1Nov10 to 31 Mar 2011, £216.74 inc vat approved. 

 e-E.on’s price increase of 74% from 1 Oct 10 had been notified but not reported. This is the 

first increase for years! Quarterly payments will now be £102 (prev. £60). 

 

f- Monthly ‘Teas’ was no longer fulfilling its original purpose and was therefore disbanded. 

Diana Robinson was thanked for her untiring efforts over many years. 

 g-Financial Regulations require updating to take account of electronic facilities, Clerk to draft 

amendment and circulate revised F Rs. 

9. Budget and Precept 2011-12 Budgets has been prepared on a ‘standstill’ basis. Inflationary 

increases have been offset by underspendings on elections, repairs and contingencies allowing 

a reduction in Precept from £6.7k this year to £6.25k for 2011-12 which to some extent 

recognises the cut-backs taking place in public expenditure nationally. 

10. Financial Position at 1 Jan 2011     Savings a/c        £1846.72 

                                                             Current a/c             946.17 

                                                                                          2792.89 

                                                 Refundable deposit paid 3525.00  

                                                                                         6317.89*        

                                                            Playfield a/c            361.58 

           * includes Youth Club £516.76, I Wilmut Fund £200 

11. Any Other Business 

     Chairman reported that Jeremy Rodway-Smith has offered a wide selection of trees which 

could be planted within the Parish. 

     Clerk reported:  a-Following complaints of increased dog-fouling in the Parish he has 

obtained a few ‘Dog Fouling’ notices which are laminated (see noticeboard) and others with 

adhesive backing. Members and parishioners were asked to request a notice for placing where 

considered necessary.  

b-The RBL is celebrating its 90
th

 Birthday in June and is asking local organisations to hold 

fund-raising events. No such plans have been made in the Parish but the Clerk will advise 

RBL (Stratford) that any event organised by them could be advertised in the ‘Grapevine’. 

C-Cllr Whyman mentioned that 1 February sees the second meeting of ‘Ladies Get-together’ 

and that such gatherings should be encouraged in our community. 

Date of next meeting 9 March 2011 

There being no other business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9pm 
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HAMPTON LUCY PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of the meeting held on 9 March 2011 in the Village Hall at 7.30pm 

Present: Cllr S Main (Chairman), Cllr J Bryson, Cllr K Graham, Cllr J Whyman, Cllr H 

Hayter (SDC) 

               M Woodman - Parish Clerk    and 7 parishioners 

1.  Apologies   Cllr H Williams, Cllr D Johnston (WCC) 

2.  Cllr J Whyman declared an interest in Item 15 

3. The minutes of the previous meeting on 19 January 2011 copies of which had been 

circulated and accepted by members, were signed by the Chairman. 

4.  Matters arising- The 3 fruit trees donated by SDC had been planted by Alan Scaife assisted 

by Martin Wheetman and John Conchar. Jeremy Rodway-Smith would advise when suitable 

trees were available for planting in open areas throughout the Parish. 

5.  SDC- Cllr Hayter reported that WCC’s concerns over the highways problems had been 

resolved thus clearing the way to grant planning permission for the gypsy site at Blackhill, 

Warwick Rd at their next meeting on 30 March. She said Snitterfield PC was asking residents 

to sign a petition objecting to the application. The Clerk was instructed to circulate this 

information via his Email contacts requesting parishioners to write to SDC if they wished to 

oppose the application. Parishioners can sign a petition and send to Cllr Cathy Kimberley 

(SPC at cathy.kimberley@virgin.net or to arrange collection – tel:730350). 

 

 6. New Play Equip’t- Cllr Bryson reported completion of this project in King George’s Field 

and remarked on the increase in children using the new facilities. It was decided to meet the 

additional cost of re-siting some of the equip’t., £500, from parish funds. 

 

7. Dog-fouling- The Clerk had examined the Clean Neighbourhood and Environment 

Act,2005 and found how expensive it would be for the parish to operate a system of control by 

penalty. The Council reluctantly decided to rely on the goodwill of dog owners and to seek 

appropriate labels for the dog bins in the village. 

 

8. Telephone Kiosk- Purchase of the kiosk from B Telecom, approved in 2009, has now been 

completed .The existing equip’t has been removed by BT. Consideration will now be given to 

any possible use. 

 

9. The  Queen’s Diamond Jubilee – 4 and 5 June 2012 are bank holidays earmarked for this 

celebration. At this stage the Council has no plans just ideas  but the Council hopes to work in 

mailto:cathy.kimberley@virgin.net
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conjunction with the Village Hall M Cttee and other local orgs.to arrange an event in K G’s 

Field, ( V. Hall if wet), possibly with some local background music. 

10. Stratford Rd Car parking  - There is no restriction in this area but Council agreed to erect 

signs ‘parking for residents only’ in the grass verges in an attempt to restrict visitor parking 

and to ask the school to advise parents to walk children to King George’s Field. 

11.  King George’s Field – This title appears in the deeds of 1937 – the Council will not 

change it. 

12. Wasperton Memorial re-dedication 9 April. The Chairman said she was honoured to have 

been invited to this ceremony and hoped that as many parishioners as possible would attend 

the event. The Council approved the cost of a suitable wreath incorporating RAF roundels - 

£20 approx. 

13. Financial Regulations- Payments are made by cheque requiring 2 signatures but an 

amendment now allows the Clerk to use internet banking following approval and all invoices 

paid between meetings will be available for inspection at the next meeting. (Retrospective 

approval was given to the payment by Int. Banking for 2 Grit Bins £269.98+vat, Re-siting 

Play equip’t £500+vat and Tel. Kiosk £1.) 

14. Charitable Donations (budget prov. £200) - Agreed to pay Shipston Home Nursing and the 

Air Ambulance Service £100 each. 

15. Other payments (budget prov. £590) - KG Field safetycheck/ clean up, Cllr Williams 

£100, ‘The Grapevine’- Hampton Lucy’s share of the annual cost £140,  PCC churchyard 

mowing £300, Clerk’s expenses £25. 

16. Financial Position – Bank balance £5645.62 including Play equip’t funds £361.58, Youth 

Club £516.76 and I Wilmut Fund £200. 

17.  Any Other Business-(1) WCC has cut its Speedaware budget. The service by WCC will 

now cost £250 so the Council resolved to use volunteers if deemed necessary. (2) Over-flying 

the village continues despite our discussions with the Airport Manager so residents are urged 

to complain to the Control Tower (842000) when necessary.(3) Permission granted to the 

Jaguar Owners Club to park in the Parish Field on 18 May. 

 

There being no other business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9pm 

 

                                                       Date of next meeting Wednesday 11 May 2011 
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HAMPTON LUCY PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of the meeting held on 11 May 2011 in the Village Hall at 7.30pm 

Present: Cllr S Main (Chairman), Cllr J Bryson, Cllr J Whyman, Cllr H Williams, Cllr H 

Hayter (SDC) 

               M Woodman - Parish Clerk    and 8 parishioners 

 

1.     Apologies   Cllr K Graham,  

2.     Cllr  Whyman declared an interest in Item 12 

3.     The minutes of the May meeting were accepted by members and signed by the Chairman. 

4.     Matters arising- The Housing Needs Survey. WRCC officers  reported their conclusions 

on the result of the survey which was completed by 62 out of a total of 200 approx. 

homes, a response of 31%. 4 homes expressed a need for alternative housing in the form 

of 2 x 2bed houses, 1 x 5bed house and 2 x 2bed bungalows. In order to satisfy this need 

the next step is to identify a suitable area for the erection of all 4 dwellings.  

5.    SDC- Cllr Hayter reported that the Gypsy site, Blackhill, application was refused on a 5 to 

4 vote and referred to the apparent Nimbyism of some SDC councillors. Parishioners were 

concerned about a possible further application but were told there was no time limit. 

6     2010-2011 Annual Accounts. Chris Schroeder, Internal Auditor, was thanked for his work 

and the Chairman signed off the accounts and the Governance statement following a proposal 

by Cllr Whyman seconded by Cllr Williams.. 

7  Street Lighting Maintenance. The Clerk reported that the WCC’s decision to switch 

contractors from April 2011 had resulted in a reduction of some £280pa for the maintenance 

of 22 lamps. 

8.     Planning Application refused – Gypsy site (09/02313/FUL) – see Min 5 

9      Planning Application approved- Trimming Holly tree ( Carol Paget’s) 

10.  a.Payments approved by cheque– WALC membership £108, Mowing Spinney (contract) 

£17 and Replacement lock and spare keys for Parish Field and Village hall.£27.65( at 

Chairman’s discretion -  to be confirmed at July meeting) 

       b.Payment by internet- Inspection of new play equipment £210 

11.   Financial Position  1 May 2011                                              £ 

                                                        Savings a/c                      6,742.00 

                                                        Current a/c                         527.29 

                                                        Playingfield a/c                  361.63 

                                                        Total                                7,630.92 

                     Includes Youth Club £516.76 , I Wilmut Fund £200 
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12. Any other business  

      King George’s Field-Cllr Bryson agreed to take over the duties previously carried out by 

Cllr Williams The Council noted the change to local buses particularly the cessation of the 

Saturday bus to Stratford The Council agreed to enter discussions with SDC on the future of 2 

parcels of land in Bridge St and Snitterfield St 

The meeting closed at 8.25pm    THE NEXT MEETING WILL BE ON WEDNESDAY, 6 

JULY 2011 

 

THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 

1.   Chairman’s Annual Report To follow 

2   AED Automated External Defibrillator   Jo Hassall, Education Officer, The Heart Rhythm 

Charity said that cardiac arrest was by far and away the greatest cause of death because there 

were only 8 minutes available to restart the heart and in outlying country areas it was most 

unlikely that assistance would be available in so short a time scale. The Parish Council had 

considered the purchase of a defibrillator previously but was unable to find a sufficient 

number of trained operators locally. The AED is simple to operate, has a fail-safe control and 

gives verbal instruction at each stage to anyone using it. The Council was very impressed and 

decided to pursue a proposal to install one in the parish.  The cost is £2,500 and maintenance 

and running costs are believed to be negligible but will be confirmed. 

 

The Council decided to seek benefactors in the first instance, (the Clerk to pursue), and 

possibly local fund-raising activities  and /or use of the parish precept. 

3   The Ian Wilmut Fund – Consideration was given to a different approach to dispense the 

Fund but it was decided to leave it for the time being . 

4.  Queen’s Diamond Jubilee – It was decided to ask all local organisations to come together 

to make this a truly memorable occasion and when the Chairman asked for someone to take 

the lead rôle Cllr Whyman offered his services and received the Council’s thanks. 

5.  Localism Bill – With ‘The Big Society’ on the move the Clerk was asked to find out what 

measures the County and District Councils were taking in partnership arrangements with 

parishes in regard to the maintenance and grass-cutting of verges throughout the village.  

There being no other business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.30pm 
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HAMPTON LUCY PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of the meeting held on 6 July 2011 in the Village Hall at 7.30pm 

Present: Cllr S Main (Chairman), Cllr J Bryson, Cllr K Graham, Cllr J Whyman, Cllr H 

Williams,  

               M Woodman - Parish Clerk    and 5 parishioners 

 

1.     Apologies   Cllrs Helen Hayter (SDC) and David Johnston (WCC)  

2.     Cllr Williams declared a continuing interest in the Village Hall Management Cttee 

3.     The 11 May minutes were accepted by members as a true record and signed by the 

Chairman. 

4.     Matters arising- 

          The Housing Needs Survey- Clerk to arrange a ‘walk-about’ with Phil Ward, WRCC 

and councillors in an attempt to identify possible building sites. 

         Stratford Rd Parking – Chairman reported a meeting with a WCC highways officer and 

Phil Lawley representing the local residents. Following the WCC’s statement that the 

entire highway was the responsibility of the WCC and that there was no legal right to 

reserved parking the Council decided that no restriction notices should be erected other 

than the one already installed for which the Council agreed to reimburse the cost. 

Councillors would consider the planting of trees along the grass verge where it was 

observed that local cars are still parking.                                                                                                                   

5      Defibrillator Appeal – Clerk reported that the result of the initial fund-raising effort was 

disappointing raising just 10% of the required sum but the contribution made by Valefresco 

Ltd was truly outstanding coming from the sales made at their Open Day and routed to the 

Council via the generosity of the VHMCttee. It was suggested that a suitable defibrillator 

could be acquired for much less than the original price of £2.5k if it could be located in the 

redundant Telephone kiosk and it was left to the Clerk to make further enquiries with other 

health institutions. 

6   Offer of trees from Sam and Hannah Moore –In order that the Council could take up this 

generous offer Cllr Bryson was asked to accompany tree warden Alan Scaife  to look at 

various locations in the parish and report to the September meeting. 

7.   Planning Applications granted- (1) The Field House Hatton Bank Lane – 6 dormer 

windows and granny annexe in loft space. (2)Hampton Lucy House-pruning trees 

(11/01021/TREE  

     (3)The Ferry Lodge, Ferry lane, Alveston, 1
st
 floor extensions to house 10/02467/FUL – 

with  conditions 

8.    Payments approved- Lock and spare keys £27.65: Village Hall Grant £650: Annual 

Insurance £496.31:Contract mowing (Spinney £17: KGV and Parish Field £360 
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9   Financial position 1 July 2011-                                £                                                                                                                                                     

Savings               6,005.61 

                                                                        Current                  501.33 

Playfield a/c          361.68 

6,868.62 

 

(Includes Youth Club £516.76, I Wilmut Fund £200, Defib Fund £263.10) 

 

10.   Any Other Business 

        Planning application to construct a slipway at Warwick (W.11/0644). A message from 

CLEAR indicated that this application was ‘the thin edge of the wedge’ to open the Avon for 

navigation between Stratford and Warwick and should be strongly opposed. An excellent 

letter of objection had already been sent to Warwick DC by narrow boat-owner Cllr Whyman 

in his personal capacity. The Council endorsed his letter and instructed the Clerk to forward a 

copy to Warwick DC in the name of HLPC. 

Planning application from Aspi Cars (11/00976/FUL). Following representations from Cathy 

Kimberley the Council changed its decision not to object and left it to the Chairman to inform 

SDC and in particular to comment on the lack of information given in the application. 

 

Queen’s Diamond Jubilee. Cllr Whyman was working on a number of ideas for a day of 

celebration including the decoration of the centre of HL with bunting, a tea party, fancy dress 

competition and Jubilee Queen in collaboration with the school. 

 

Telephone Kiosk. Now in the Council’s ownership, the kiosk is very shabby and the Council 

gratefully accepted the offer of Cllrs Whyman and Williams to give it a fresh coat of paint. 

Ian Wilmut Fund. The Council created this fund to encourage youngsters to pursue any 

interest they may have in the field of science. Sir Ian was informed of this intention but to date 

no interest has been shown and now councillors are asked to consider an alternative use for 

the fund. 

DATE OF NEXT MEETING   Wednesday, 14 September 2011 

There being no other business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9pm 
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HAMPTON LUCY PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of the meeting held on 14 September 2011 in the Village Hall at 7.30pm 

 

Present: Cllr S Main (Chairman from 8.15pm)), Cllr J Bryson (Chairman in accord. LG 

Act’72 Sch12 para7, 3), Cllr K Graham, Cllr J Whyman and Cllr H Williams,  

               M Woodman - Parish Clerk    and 8 parishioners 

 

1.      Apologies   none 

2.    Declarations of interest in items on the agenda – Ongoing: Cllr Whyman re ‘Grapevine’, 

Cllr Williams 

        re Village Hall.   Cllr Bryson re min. 7 

3.     The minutes of the May meeting were accepted as a true record and signed by the 

Chairman. 

4.     There were no matters arising not covered elsewhere in the agenda  

5.     Slot for County Councillor- Cllr Johnston reported that WCC was exploring- 

                     (a) Devolution of some services to area committees and forums 

                     (b) Possible use of Wellesbourne P C Office following closure of the police 

station. 

                     (c) Wellesbourne Library was ‘safe’ but now on shorter hours. 

                     (d) Contract with charities/volunteers re recycling at the Wellesbourne Tip. 

6.    Slot for District Councillor- Cllr Hayter was not present. 

7.    Housing Needs Survey- Chairman reported 3 possible sites: 

                     (a) Stratford Rd behind the cottages – land owned by Valefresco. 

                     (b) Stratford Rd behind The Spinney- land owned by Miss Creak. 

                     (c) BridgeSt/Snitterfield St.,northside- land owned by Miss Creak 

            Cllr Bryson tabled his objection, supported by Jason Cunnington, to site (a). Cllr 

Williams said the sewerage system was at capacity and was the reason why there had 

been no new housing development in the village for many years. Chairman noted these 

remarks but said these 3 sites were probably the only likely sites that might become 

available. 

8.    Defibrillator. The Clerk reported the many contacts he had made particularly the Kineton 

Heartstart Group who were currently in discussion with The Community Heartbeat Trust 

with a view to purchasing a defibrillator for £1,700approx. which had the advantage of 

being connected and registered with the Ambulance Service. Cllr Bryson suggested that 

a suitable defibrillator could be acquired for much less and will provide details to the 
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Clerk. Cllr Williams suggested the Clerk makes enquiries with Ettington Parish, which 

has installed 2 such machines, and Henley-in-Arden. 

9.     Trees.  The Tree Warden’s report recommended the removal of a couple of trees in the 

KGV and possibly replacing them, together with the planting of Beech or Holly in the 

gaps in the hedge should Sam and Hannah Moore have anything suitable following 

consultation with the VEG. In addition, have they anything suitable for the verges 

outside 1 Stratford Rd and the wall adjacent to The Boar’s Head ? 

         Before the extension work began at 3 Bridge St there was a Silver Birch tree which was 

subsequently removed. The Clerk was instructed to contact the owner regarding a re-

planting and also to confirm boundaries with SDC who own the strip of land between 

nos 2 and 3 Bridge St. 

         The Council was delighted to hear that following the apparent vandalism of a fruit tree 

in the KGV and an appeal for the perpetrator to send £20, anonymously, for a 

replacement, a letter including a £20 note had, indeed, been received by the Clerk. The 

fruit tree is showing signs of recovery and the Council instructed the Clerk to return the 

money to the person in question expressing thanks for their honesty and public-spirited 

attitude. 

         In the course of the tree walkabout it was observed that a small concrete bollard at the 

StratfordRd/The Close junction was damaged and could present a potential hazard. The 

Clerk was instructed to advise WCC accordingly. 

10.  Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Celebration 2012. Cllr Whyman informed the Council that he 

had received a number of offers of help from residents to assist him in making plans for 

the celebration and he had arranged a meeting for Thursday Sept 15. Several councillors 

expressed their hopes for a bonfire! 

11.    Ian Wilmut Fund. Deferred to the next meeting. 

12.   Audit of Accounts 2010-2011. The Clerk reported the approval by the external auditor 

and had posted the appropriate ‘closure’ notice. 

13.     Approval of Accounts for Payment. Cllr Whyman, reimbursement of £90 for verge 

protection  

          alongside the KGV. Countryside Services £92 for KGV hedgecutting and mowing The 

Spinney. P Lawley £26.89 for ‘Reserved Parking’ sign. The Clerk £29.30 half-year 

expenses. Clement Keys £162 audit fee. 

14.  Planning Applications. SDC has been advised that the 2 apps. at Grovefields, 

11/01566/FUL and 11/01216/FUL met with no objection from the Council (Derrick 

Clarke declared his interest). The proposed slipway on the R Avon, to which the Council 
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had registered its objection to Warwick DC, had been deferred. The Clerk was asked to 

contact Warwick Castle regarding their stance on the  application. The National Trust 

(Charlecote Park) has confirmed its continuing objection. 

15.  Revised Planning Application Consultation Procedure. Delays in the circulation of hard 

copies could mean that the Council’s views were too late for consideration by SDC. 

SDC now email the Clerk a notification that a hard copy of the PA will follow which 

will enable the Clerk to advise councillors  

         to examine it on the SDC website thus allowing a much speedier response. It was 

resolved to adopt this method henceforth. 

16.   Financial Position 7 Sept 2011                                              £ 

                                                        Savings a/c                     5206.21 

                                                        Current a/c                       109.16 

                                                        Playing field a/c                  361.73 

                                                                                               5677.10 

                                                       Reserved Funds                (979.86) 

                                                       Net P C Funds                  4697.24 

17.   Any Other Business   

 Grit Bins    The Clerk was instructed to find out when the 2 bins would be filled- they have 

remained empty since installation in March this year. 

Bus Service    The one-bus-a-day to Stratford ( Mon to Fri only) takes an hour each way and  

allows just 2 hours in the town. The alternative route requires catching the bus in Charlecote 

which can be very demanding for shoppers returning with heavy loads.  

The Clerk will write to WCC’s ‘County Link’.  

There being no other business the meeting closed at 9.15pm 

Date of next meeting  9 November 2011 
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HAMPTON LUCY PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of the meeting held on 9 November 2011 in the Village Hall at 7.30pm 

Present: Cllr S Main, Cllr J Bryson, Cllr K Graham, Cllr J Whyman and Cllr H Williams,  

                  Cllr D Johnston (WCC) and Cllr H Hayter (SDC) 

                  M Woodman - Parish Clerk    and 3 parishioners 

1.    Apologies   none 

2.    Declarations of interest in items on the agenda – Ongoing: Cllr Whyman re ‘Grapevine’, 

Cllr Williams 

              re Village Hall.   Cllr Whyman re Jubilee grant application 

3.    The minutes of the September meeting were accepted as a true record and signed by the 

Chairman. 

4.    Matters arising not covered elsewhere in the agenda 

              Broken Bollard –The Close path (WCC to repair when funds available) 

              Grit Bins – (filled by WCC 28 Oct) 

              Bus Services – (WCC- Andy Stokes) has reviewed the timetable but unable to 

provide any improvement to local services.  

              Ian Wilmut Fund – The Council agreed to maintain its existing rules. In anticipation 

of this an application has been withdrawn.  

5.    Slot for County Councillor- Cllr Johnston reported that- 

                     (a) Wellesbourne Police were using the Parish Council’s office and would meet 

residents by appointment. The Clerk to enquire whether the Mobile Police Stn would 

visit H L. 

.                     (b) Wellesbourne Library was revising its opening hours 

6.    Slot for District Councillor- Cllr Hayter, responding to an enquiry re delays in planning 

decisions awaited said that parish council reply deadlines was not an indication of 

‘decision date which could well be much later i.e. after referral to committee, appeal 

etc? 

 

7.  Defibrillator - Cllr Bryson confirmed that a suitable machine would cost £1750. The 

Chairman said that in view of the very critical 10 minute resuscitation period 2 machines 

would be required in the village and following comments from Cllr Hayter suggested 

that perhaps our area of cover should be extended to Charlecote and that contact should 

be made with Charlecote Parish Meeting, The National Trust and H L school in order to 

provide a good service and spread the cost. Cllr Bryson would prepare a report for the 

Grapevine seeking donations, potential first responders and council taxpayers’ approval 

to put the capital cost onto next years precept, roughly £20 per household ( depending on 

tax band) and ongoing annual maintenance. 

          

The Chairman thanked Huw and Jackie Williams for a donation of £100 which they had 

raised at their Golden Wedding anniversary. 

8.     Trees - KG V - The Tree Warden (Alan Scaife) has been asked to carry out his 

recommendations as detailed in his report 13 July by Email. Alan has agreed to plant 2 

fruit trees offered by Mary Anderson. 

                  - Stratford Rd – Alan’s suggestions for planting in 2 other areas were not 

supported by VEG and will not be pursued.  

                  - Bridge St- The Clerk had discussed the problem created by the felling of a Silver 

Birch tree and the building of an extension to the adjacent house with the owners, Tony 

and Sharon Owen, which has resulted in a bare and unattractive entrance to the village  

on crossing the bridge. Cllr Graham said residents had described the scene as an eyesore 

and wanted to know when improvements were to be made. The Clerk was instructed to 
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write to the owner and to SDC, the owners of the adjacent land to determine the exact 

line of  the boundary. 

9.   Queen’s Diamond Jubilee celebration- Cllr Whyman presented his plans for the event 

which were enthusiastically received. A copy of plans for the day together with his 

budget is attached to the minutes. The Council had no hesitation in agreeing his request 

for a grant of £500 – this being the exact sum provided for the Golden Jubilee.  

         Accounting details will be arranged between Cllr Whyman and the Clerk. 

 

10.   Accounts and Forecast – The half-year accounts have been verified by our Internal 

Auditor, Chris Schroeder who was thanked by the Chairman. The Clerk reported savings 

this year arising from the WCC’s switch to contractor Balfour Beatty and a dry summer 

resulting in fewer grass cuts. SDC will no longer pay for the annual inspection of play 

equipment so the overall saving could be £250/300 before any possible advances for the 

Queen’s Jubilee. 

        The Clerk had a letter from SDC advising parish councils to seek quotations for play 

inspections but he has suggested to SDC that fees charged to individual parishes would 

probably be far in excess of that paid by SDC had they continue to administer the 

scheme and recharged it. The Chairman agreed to pursue this herself. 

 

11.   The John Lucy Trust- The Council was saddened to hear that Mike Sill who has acted as 

the Council’s nominee on the JLT for the past 5 years has been forced to resign due to  

         ill- health. Following a recommendation from Cllr Williams, seconded by Cllr Whyman, 

to nominate Ken Cockshull  the Chairman asked Cllr Williams to confirm that Ken was 

willing to accept. 

 

12.   Approved Expenditure-VHMC rent for 2011-6 meetings £30.   HLPCC mowing grant 

£320. 

   The following are contractual payments – 

   E.on Street lighting £98.26+vat £4.91 Sept qt r(paid by internet)  

   John Ward 3 mowings £300+vat £60 (paid by internet) 18Jul, 31Aug and 14Sept 

   Countryside Services £17 mowing Spinney.15 Sept  

 

13. Planning -. Time extension for garden room at Mount Pleasant 11/01426/FUL- approved 

by SDC-   

3year limit 4semi-det houses at Hatton Rock 11/01851/FUL withdrawn 

Grove Fields 11/01566/FUL change of use, erection of garage etc-pending Deer Barn 

Grovefields Farm11/01216/FUL change of use etc- SDC  granted     

Gypsy site appeal – 09/02313/FUL Informal Hearing12 October, 10am-pending 

 

14.  Village Hall-Annual Grant. Application for increased contribution in   2012 from £650 to 

£675- approved for inclusion in 2012-13 estimates 

15. The Hope Africa Appeal –Anglican Church in Southern Africa- Rejected.  Chairman 

proposed that donations be made to local charities only- agreed. 

16.   Financial Position at 1 Nov 2011  

                                       £ 

           Savings a/c       7331.21                                                 

              Current            410.80  

               KGV              361.73 

                                   8103.74 

           Reserved funds ( 979.86) 

           Net P C Funds 7123.88 

17.  Any Other Business-  
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      a.   The Clerk asked for proposals for the 2012-13 Budget. 

      b.  Cllr Bryson reported an increase is Speeding in the Stratford Rd- Clerk to arrange 

speed check between 8-9am through Safer Neighbourhoods. 

      c. Cllr Whyman reported that discussions had re-opened on the Upper Avon  

Navigation and suggested that the Council should work closely with Alveston and 

Charlecote in opposing the scheme. The Council agreed and asked Cllr Whyman to keep in 

contact with David Tucker of Alveston House and to report back to the Council when 

appropriate. 

 

There being no other business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.05pm 

 

                                                    Date of next meeting 11 January 2012 
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HAMPTON LUCY PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of the meeting held on18 JANUARY 2012 in the Village Hall at 7.30pm 

Present: Cllr S Main, Cllr J Bryson, Cllr K Graham, Cllr J Whyman and Cllr H Williams,  

                  Cllr D Johnston (WCC)  

                  M Woodman - Parish Clerk    and 4 parishioners 

1.    Apologies   Cllr H Hayter would arrive later- but after meeting closed. Regular 

parishioners- Jason Cunnington and Brian Buckley. 

2.    Declarations of interest in items on the agenda – Ongoing: Cllr Whyman re ‘Grapevine’ 

and Diamond Jubilee, Cllr Williams re Village Hall.    

3.    The minutes of the November ’11 meeting were accepted as a true record and signed by 

the Chairman. 

4.    Matters arising from items not covered elsewhere on the agenda 

  Broken bollard - now repaired.  

  Bus Service (Andy Rodgers-WCC has reviewed the timetable but found the weight limit 

on the bridge will not allow the double-decker to use this route) 

 3 Bridge St – no reply to letter dated 10 Nov re frontage. It was decided not to pursue this as 

adjacent land is owned by SDC. Should the Parish Council acquire the land then the 

boundaries must be accurately defined.. 

Trees- KGV Alan Scaife has planted Pear, Apple and Plum donated by Mary Anderson with 

the assistance of Huw Williams and Martin Weetman.. Alan has requested Beech and Holly 

whips from SDC to plant in the hedge             

5.    Slot for County Councillor- Cllr Johnston reported that- 

       WCC Area Committees were to be scrapped from April 2012 with their consultation 

functions transferring to local Forums. 

        All internet users experiencing slow broadband speeds should complain. Details received 

from WALC had been circulated by the Clerk but he was asked to circulate it again 

7.  Defibrillator – The cost of installing 2 defibrillators in the village, £5k approx less 

donations received £363 was too much to put on the annual precept and the lack of local 

volunteers to assist persuaded the Council to consider a substantially cheaper scheme i.e. 

Emergency Life Support/Cardio-Pulmonary Resuscitation (CPR) where training would 

be given to as many parishioners who were keen to gain some expert first-aid knowledge 

in this vital area. The Clerk to obtain details from various providers to enable the 

Council to select one or two to make a presentation to a future meeting. 

8.    Mowing Quotations- 6 contractors were invited to quote. Only 2 responded and that of 

John Ward who has done the work very satisfactorily for the past 2 seasons and has 

maintained his 2011price of £100 per cut to include strimming the cheapest of the 2 

quotes, was accepted. 

9.  Speeding Checks- Clerk to pursue WCC’s Speedaware which requires a minimum of 2 

volunteers for training. The Council proposed Phil Lawley, Cllrs S Main and J Whyman and a 

representative from the school .School Governor, Dave Holland, questioned the visibility of 

the school sign on entering the village over the bridge. Cllr Williams offered to remove any 

tree growth if necessary and the Chairman will arrange for WCC to inspect and report. 

10. Budget 2012-13- The Clerk reported a revised estimated balance at 31.3.12 of £4338 

compared with £4423 this time last year and was given approval to pay £38 +vat for the 

annual play equip’t  inspection which SDC were no longer prepared to finance. (At this point 

Martyn Harrold, school governor, said it might be possible to combine the inspection with that 

of the school’s equip’t in the future – to be noted.). It was also agreed that as the value of play 

equip’t had doubled to £30k it would be prudent to create a Repairs Fund from any unspent 

Contingency provision in the Parks annual estimate. 

The budget for 2012-13 has been prepared on a standstill basis subject only to the already 

agreed provision of £500 for the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Celebration. 
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The precept was agreed at £6750 which produces an estimated balance of £4075 at 31.3.2013. 

Based on SDC’s provisional tax base, tax on a Band D property would rise from £31.42 this 

year to £33.58 next . 

11.  Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Celebration- Cllr Whyman presented his latest plans for the 

event together with his budget which reflects a current shortfall of just £200 which he is 

confident will be more than extinguished long before June 4
th

. Accounting details have been 

arranged between Cllr Whyman and the Clerk who was given  permission to pay ‘Jubilee’ 

accounts up to the level of sponsorships received plus the Council’s contribution of £500 

ahead of Council approval if necessary. 

12. The John Lucy Trust - Ken Cockshull has accepted the Parish Council’s nomination and 

warmly welcomed at his first meeting. 

13. Approval of expenditure- The following are contractual payments- 

              John Ward 9
th

 and final mowing 30 Sept £100+vat £20 (paid by internet)  

              Countryside Services 7
th 

and final mowing of Spinney 9 Nov £17  

14. Planning- Gypsy site – 09/02313/FUL (ref. APP/J3720/A/11/2153653) - Granted on appeal 

30.11.11 

Grove Fields- provision of private amenity area to create garage, garden store etc  

11/01566/FUL granted 22.12.11 and 11/1567/ Listed Building - granted 3.1.12 

Valefresco, Old Pastures- multispan polytunnels and irrigation reservoir 10/02509/FUL - 

granted 3.1.12                  

River Keepers Cottage- proposed Garden room (1/02318/FUL)   Decision awaited.    

 

15.Financial Position- 18 Jan 2012 

                                       £ 

          Savings a/c        6932.07                                                 

          Current                923.80                                                   

           KGV                  361.78                                                       

                                    8217.65 

           Special funds  (1579.86) 

          Net P C Funds 6637.79 

 

16.Any Other Business 

     1. Boundary Commission. In an attempt to equalise the number of voters in all 

parliamentary constituencies the Commission is proposing the transfer of Hampton Lucy 

and Charlecote from Stratford to Warwick. The Council disagrees, the Clerk to object. 

     2. The ‘Grapevine’ has been highly placed in the National Parish Magazine Awards 

thanks to the efforts of the Editor, Cllr J Whyman. 

     3. The annual report of the Village Hall Management Committee indicated a very busy 

2011 when refurbishment and decoration were completed . Fund raising was particularly 

successful with a second annual Plant Sale and of course the seventh annual Jazz Festival 

together with more bookings of the Village Hall. 

     4.  Donald Steel reported difficulty in negotiating the path to Charlecote-  both path and 

hedge. Clerk to pursue with WCC and Sir Edmund Fairfax-Lucy via Charlecote Parish 

Meeting. 

 

There being no other business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.52pm 

  

Date of next meeting   Wednesday, 14 March 2012 
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HAMPTON LUCY PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of the meeting held on14 March 2012 in the Village Hall at 7.30pm 

Present: Cllr S Main, Cllr J Bryson, Cllr K Graham, Cllr J Whyman and Cllr H Williams,  

                  Cllr H Hayter(SDC),  Cllr D Johnston (WCC)  

                  M Woodman - Parish Clerk    and 5 parishioners 

1.    Apologies  -None 

2.    Declarations of interest in items on the agenda – Ongoing: Cllr Whyman re ‘Grapevine’ 

and Diamond  

                 Jubilee, Cllr Williams re Village Hall.    

3.    The minutes of the January 18
th

, 2012 meeting were accepted as a true record and signed 

by the  

                 Chairman 

.4.     Matters arising from items not covered elsewhere in the agenda. 

          The Tree Warden, Alan Scaife, has received 25 beech whips and 4 female potted 

holly  

          plants from Veolia (on behalf of  SDC) and has planted them in the gaps in the 

hedge along   

          the south side of the playing field. He put two of the hollies in the gap near the 

skateboard  

          ramp to restore the full length of the hedge. He has expressed his thanks to SDC on 

behalf  

          of the Parish Council . The Council expressed its grateful thanks to Alan . 

5.    West Midlands Ambulance Service – John Davies (WMAS) and Paul Rowlands (CFR) 

addressed the 

           meeting. John appreciated that the Council were keen to give parishioners the 

opportunity to 

          gain some knowledge of first-aid particularly in cases of suspected heart attacks 

where people in  

          remote village communities may well feel helpless in an emergency. A quick 

response was vital. 

          He offered to give training in the village hall to people of all ages. This service will 

be advertised  

          in the ‘Grapevine’ and by Email to some 60-odd local people by the Clerk.    

          John said there has been a considerable increase in the number of Community First 

Responders 

          (CFRs) in the Stratford area who were local people from all walks of life who with 

little training  

          were able to stabilise and sustain patients who had suffered a cardiac arrest pending 

the arrival of  

           the paramedics/ambulance service. He understood that the Lions Club were funding 

some of the  

           equipment which CFRs were able to circulate amongst themselves as needed. 

           Paul said that having the ability to give help to people in need was very rewarding. 

He was   

           under no pressure and would encourage everyone to take part. 

6.    Slot for District and County Councillors 

                (a)    Cllr Hayter referred to SDC’s new draft Core Strategy for the next 20 years 

and  

                        recommended everyone to examine the document and make their comments to 

SDC. 
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                (b)    Cllr Johnston gave brief details of the County’s proposal regarding speed limit 

signs, road  

                        markings, priority on bridge and speed limit on Charlecote Road. No action 

would be taken  

                        this year but he was asked to produce drawings, possibly CADs for more 

information. 

  7.   Land acquisition – Chairman reported SDC’s offer to sell 2 parcels of land in Snitterfield  

St and 

                 Bridge St .but more information was required before the Council could make a 

decision. 

 8.    Grit Bin request – Hampton Corner. WCC has now agreed to grit the road area when 

necessary so a  

                grit bin should not be necessary. Clerk to ensure this agreement is in place when the 

next  

                winter’s gritting plans are announced. 

9.    Play Equipment Inspection – Cllr Bryson reported there were several areas requiring 

attention and  

               quotations received to date were very expensive including a replacement net on the 

climbing- 

               frame. He would seek further quotes. The Playingfield a/c (£361.83.) was created 

from the  

               surplus funds donated by residents for the repair of the skateboard ramp several years 

ago and  

               was to be applied to the purchase of new equipment. Having recently installed 

£15k’s worth it is 

               unlikely that more will be purchased in the near future so the Council agreed that the 

money 

               could be used for maintenance together with the annual provision of £500 

 

 

 

. 

10.   Hampton Lucy Allotments and Cottage Garden  Society . Mrs Joy Coop, Warwick, 

recently gave the 

                Clerk 2 pieces of silverware donated by Mr and Mrs Clyde Higgs(1940) and Sir 

Montgomery 

                Fairfax-Lucy to the Society (1957). We have no knowledge of the Society and 

would welcome 

                any history from parishioners. Mrs Coop used to visit her aunt, Mrs Newman, who 

lived in The  

                Close and her grandmother who lived in one of the former thatched cottages in 

Snitterfield St.  

                The Clerk was instructed to thank Mrs Coop for the silverware. It is hoped that the 

gardeners of  

                Hampton Lucy might be encouraged to reform the Society and compete for the 

rosebowl and  

                Cup.  

11.   Speeding Check – Council received an interim report showing that of the 784 cars ‘shot’ 

in 

                the village, 56, 7.14%, were exceeding 30mph. It was pointed out that the operators 

were 
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                wearing luminous jackets, clearly in view of motorists. Full report to May meeting.                   

12.   Boundary Commission-Response- the Electoral Quota is 76,641+/- 5%. The proposed  

           transfer of 364 voters to Warwick and Leamington is considered pointless and was 

reported as 

           such to the Commission. The latest proposals can be viewed on their website. The 

effect of the 

           proposed change would be to the parliamentary constituency only. 

10    Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Celebration –Cllr Whyman reported that plans are well in 

hand and 

                donations received plus promises fell not far short of balancing his committee’s 

budget 

.11.   Charitable donations (annual provision £200).Council has agreed to support 

WMAS(£68) whose  

                offer of training was gratefully accepted, Shipston Home Nursing(£67) and W M 

Air 

                Ambulance(£65)  

12.   Risk Assessment – Chairman to report to May meeting. 

13.   Approval of expenditure- WCC re Lighting Maintenance 2011-12, £150.26 +£30.05 vat. 

          Digley Associates re  play equipment, annual inspection- £38 +7.60 vat 

          Cllr Bryson re K G V safety check -£100 

          The ‘Grapevine’ – annual contribution £140 

          Clerk’s salary £1256 net. HMRC 20%tax £314. Clerk’s expenses £61.61 

14   Planning Applications- (a)Valefresco, proposed extension to agricultural building and (b) 

          NFU Mutual (Ryon Hill) installation of handrails(12/00014Ful) – no objections 

(based on 2  

          responses) Both applications granted by SDC 29/2/2012 

15   Financial Position- 2 Mar 2012 

                                       £ 

          Savings a/c        7,508.03                                              

          Current                 680.63                                                       

           KGV                   361.83                                                 

                                    8,550.49 

           Special funds  (2,014.86) 

          Net P C Funds 6,535.63 

16.  Any other business –Car parking in Parish Field for private party 17 June 2012- approved 

                                      - Report of dog-fouling in KGV – contravening local by-law 

                                      - Clerk to pursue the problem with the path to Charlecote with 

WCC via 

                                         the Parish Meeting.  

 

There being no other business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.50 pm 

 

Date of next meeting, to be followed by the Annual Parish Meeting – Wednesday, 9
th

 

May 2012 

 

       .  
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HAMPTON LUCY PARISH COUNCIL 

 

 Minutes of the meeting held on 11 July May 2012 in the Village Hall at 7.30pm 

Present: Cllr S Main, Cllr J Bryson, Cllr J Whyman and Cllr H Williams,  

                                    M Woodman - Parish Clerk and 4 parishioners 

1.    To accept apologies for absence –Cllr D Johnston,WCC 

2.    Declarations of interest in items on the agenda – Ongoing: Cllr Whyman re ‘Grapevine’ 

and Diamond  

          Jubilee, Cllr Williams re Village Hall.    

3.    The minutes of the May 9th, 2012 meeting were accepted as a true record and signed by 

the  

          Chairman. 

4.   Matters arising from items not covered elsewhere in the agenda. 

-(a) Sir Edmund Fairfax-Lucy reported that he had trimmed the hedge along the footpath 

to Charlecote but would have another go at it. The recent bad weather may have 

prevented further trimming so the Clerk was asked to pursue.  

(b)No action has yet been taken by WCC following the Clerk’s report on  

Bridge St flooding and the flooding at Packsaddle appears to be worse following the 

raising of the road surface at Packsaddle! The Clerk was told to complain again.  

(c) The Clerk was pleased to observe a ‘Westlands’ lorry leaving the Valefresco site using 

Hatton Bank Lane, as it should, when Packsaddle would have been the natural choice 

returning to Evesham. Clerk had spoken to Nick Mauro, Valefresco, re a lorry seen using 

Packsaddle but was told lorry drivers were instructed to use Hatton Bank and notices were 

displayed at the firm’s exit. Nick Mauro also said that Hatton Bank had been closed for a 

period. The Chairman reported several HGV’s using the Packsaddle exit and asked the 

Clerk to find out who up-dates the satnavs for lorry-drivers. The Chairman also suggested 

that WCC should be asked to place a sign directing HGVs along  Hatton Bank Lane which 

would complement the sign on the A439 to use the Lane in the opposite direction.                           

5.  New Code of Conduct and declaration of pecuniary interests – Clerk to pursue enquires 

with Cllr Hayter SDC regarding the Code adopted by SDC and the operative date for 

declarations. 

 

6.  Slot for District and County Councillors- Both absent. Clerk to ask Cllr Johnston about 

plans he was making with Richard Elbourne (WCC) to revise traffic calming measures in 

the village and to seek estimates for the cost of painting a design near the 30mph sign in 

Snitterfield St to create the illusion of road-narrowing/chicane. In addition, the re-siting of 

the ’School’ sign from its present position in Bridge St to the finger post on The Triangle 

to improve visibility is under consideration.  

 

7.  External Audit – Letter received from the Audit Commission asking if we had ‘any just 

cause etc’ why they should not appoint Grant Thornton as our auditors to replace Clement 

Keys. However, as our receipts and payments are less that £10,000 per year, in future, we 

shall not pay an audit fee, currently  £135 per year.              

 

8   Diamond Jubilee Celebration report and accounts. Cllr Whyman was warmly thanked for 

organising the Celebration with a street party for all ages, band, bonfire and fireworks etc . 

He responded by complimenting the parish for its very generous donations and his team of 

volunteers who worked tirelessly to make the event the success it surely was. He further 

proposed that the surplus arising on the event should be transferred to the VHMC together 

with the recording equipment, flags and bunting that had been purchased .Finally, Brian 

Buckley led a round of applause for Jeremy.      
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  9.  KGV – Play equipment repairs. Cllr Bryson presented a quotation for repairs to some 

rubber grass matting £300 plus, say, £20 for sand and grass seed which he would install 

himself with some assistance. Quotations from contractors were £1325 and £1480. Council 

was pleased to give approval for Cllr Bryson to proceed. In view of the cost of this repair 

and the on-going responsibility of maintaining £30k of play equipment Cllr Bryson was 

asked to draw up a planned maintenance budget based on the latest annual play inspection 

report for use in setting  the precept for 2013-14.   

 10.  Speedaware-Comment made by Sgt Cuthbertson on the Council’s recent speedcheck- 

         “Overall it is not a bad compliance rate, with 89.71% of ALL the vehicles travelling  

  through the village at or under the posted 30mph limit.” Council considered that the 

Speedaware check had been very useful and would probably repeat the exercise later in 

the year.    

 11.  Contract of Employment- Clerk. The contract is exactly the same as for previous Clerks 

but due to an oversight it had not been signed by the Chairman in December ’10.     

 12.  VHMC Grant 2012- Letter received from the Treasurer asking for an increase from £675 

to £700 following an amended rent demand from the John Lucy Trust. Agreed.    

 13.  CPR Training- 14 residents attended the first training course on 23 May. A further 

session will be arranged – date to be confirmed by WMAS (planned for 25 July).       

14.   Approval of contracted expenditure- John Ward – mowing (27Apr, 9 and 25 May) £300 

+vat £40. other expenditure –VHMC £700 as previous item 

  Countryside Services – mowing Spinney 24 May £17, and 20 June £17    

15.  Planning – Erection of agricultural workers dwelling (12/00736/FUL) – withdrawn in 

order (a) to apply for planning consent for a new building as a extension to existing 

building(12/01507/AGNOT) to back up the business plan, (b) carry out some works on the 

access road as requested and (c) submit a 3 year business plan for cattle sheep horses and 

arable which is now ready. The original application, 12/00736/FUL will be resubmitted 

shortly. 

The Chairman sought and received assurance from Derrick Clark that no further planning 

applications would be submitted for new premises. Any further applications would be for 

change of use for office accommodation within the then existing premises to cope with a 

developing farm.      

 16.  Financial Position- 3 July 2012 

                                       £ 

          Savings a/c        6316.84                                              

          Current                511.16                                                       

           KGV                  495.60                                             

                                    7323.60 

           Special funds (1,575.46) 

           Net P Council 5748.14 

17 Any other business – 

Affordable Housing- Phil Ward, Rural Housing Enabler, WRCC requested the names of 

the owners of two possible development sites in the parish – Miss E Creak and Valefresco 

Ltd. The Clerk is to ask Phil Ward why SDC has advised him that other possible sites 

“should be held in abeyance”. 

School Signage- The Chairman suggested that the school should hold a competition among 

the children to create ‘School’ signs which, together with ‘Speedawareness’ signs could be 

placed in suitable sites in the village . Cllr Williams objected to this proposal and the 

Clerk pointed out thatWCC would probably require a public examination and approval of 

any such scheme before considering its implementation 

John Lucy Trust- The Trustees of the JLT met recently and agreed that they need to make 

sure that all interested parties are aware of all the financial arrangements concerning the 
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Village Hall and  also to see if the Trustees can help in any way to generate more support 

for the Village Hall Management Committee from within the village 

               

The Trustees believe that the first step should be a meeting between the Trustees and 

representatives of the Parish Council and of the Village Hall Management Committee. 

The Council nominated the Chairman and Cllr Whyman to attend such a meeting, 

possibly at the end of September’12. 

        

Road Problems-Brian Buckley reported that he had spoken to WCC Highways Dept 

regarding the flooding that occurred in heavy rainfalls on a left-hand bend in Snitterfield 

Rd a short distance before Wyevale and the A439.He said WCC were unaware of this- a 

problem which has existed for at least twenty years! 

        

He also complained of the problem created recently in Bridge St following the burst water 

main. The repaired section of road and the recently resurfaced cornered area are higher 

than the original surface which contains two gas valves under a manhole cover. This has 

created a large puddle which gradually drains across the corner of the road exacerbating 

the flooding referred to above in Min. 4(b). There is also a collapsed drain immediately 

adjacent to the manhole cover. 

         

Diamond Jubilee Video- Cllr Whyman commissioned a video for the Celebration which 

was undertaken by Alan Scaife. When edited, it will be available perhaps for a public 

viewing and/or purchase. Cllr Whyman will report to the September meeting.   

 

There being no other business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.50pm 

 

Date of next meeting    12 September 2012 
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HAMPTON LUCY PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of the meeting held on 12 September 2012 in the Village Hall at 7.30pm 

Present: Cllr S Main, Cllr J Bryson, Cllr J Whyman and Cllr H Williams,  

                                    M Woodman - Parish Clerk and 5 parishioners 

1. To accept apologies for absence – Cllr D Johnston, WCC 

2. Declarations of interest in items on the agenda – Ongoing: Cllr Whyman re ‘Grapevine’,  

       Cllr Williams re Village Hall.  

3.  The minutes of the July 11
th

 2012 meeting were accepted as a true record and signed by 

the Chairman. 

4.    Matters arising from items not covered elsewhere in the agenda - Flooding at Packsaddle 

and near 

            Wyevale – Clerk reported that Cllr Johnston had confirmed that WCC had engaged a 

contractor to 

            tackle these areas. 

5.   Slot for District and County Councillors – BOTH ABSENT. 

           WCC 

           Cllr Johnston had reported that Jeff Morris, (WCC Wellesbourne) was contacting 

landowners along 

            the Charlecote Rd re overgrown hedgerows. Chairman expressed the Council’s 

frustration in the lack of action on this and other problems which had been reported to 

WCC by instructing the Clerk to write to the County Highways Engineer.  

  Richard Elbourne (WCC) addressed the meeting re road signage. It was agreed that he 

would prepare plans for improving road safety in Snitterfield St and Stratford Rd to 

include, gateways, ‘dragons’ teeth’ and coloured tarmac. The moving of speed limit 

signs might be considered later but it was recognised that the main benefit would come 

from tree and hedge pruning to improve visibility. Having costed the plans it would be 

for Cllr Johnston to bid for WCC funds – there would normally be no direct cost to the 

parish. Mr Elbourne would also attempt to replace the flood warning poles in the 

Charlecote Rd which serve no purpose. 

  SDC 

  Parish Governance Review - The Council considered no action was necessary, thus 

confirming their acceptance of the present arrangements; Clerk to advise SDC 

accordingly. 

  New Code of Conduct - Chairman will seek clarification of details of the declaration 

of pecuniary interests before adoption of the new Code. The Clerk said three 

declarations were outstanding and were required within 28 days of the Council’s 

agreement to a new Code. 

6.   External Audit – 2011-12 accounts - ‘An unqualified audit opinion has been received’ 

7.    Parish Paths Partnership Agreement (WCC) - To participate the Council needs volunteers. 

The Clerk will however contact Mr J Jones regarding the maintenance of the area 

along the Scarbank Path referred to by Alan Scaife at the meeting and contact the 

Rights of Way Team to establish the full terms of the agreement, particularly in regard 

to insurance for volunteers for the next meeting. 

8.    Mowing Contractor- John Ward Landscapes who has cut the parish grass for several years 

has now ceased trading having conveyed his business to Thomas Fox Landscaping and 

Maintenance. The Clerk has agreed that Thomas Fox will continue the contract for the 

rest of the season on the same terms. 

9.    CPR Training- 6 residents attended the second training course on 25 July                 

10.  Approval of contracted expenditure- John Ward – mowing (11/ 20 June, 2 /16 July) £400 

+vat  
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            £80. T Fox-mowing (30July, 13&24Aug) £300+vat £60. E.on- street lighting (qtr 

ended 30 

            June ’12 £97.99+vat £4.90). Countryside Services – mowing Spinney 25 July £17. 

            other expenditure –Audit fee £120 + vat £24. Clerk’s ½yr pay £800-less tax  

            to HMRC. Clerk’s Expenses £36.08. Norfolk China- Jubilee mugs £49.74. 

 11.  Planning –Application granted - Erection of timber boarded carport and garden store at 

Mount  

           Pleasant (12/00814/FUL) 

           Applications received –  

  a. Change of use of barn at Grovefields (12/01698/VARY), Erection of barn 

(12/01507- now 12/01507/AGNOT –No objection.  

  b. Erection of Agricultural Workers Dwelling (12/01700/FUL) - Objection. 

            c. Felling 2 trees at the Coach House Church St (12/01652/TREE) No objection - 

approved by SDC 13 Aug’12.  

  d. Erection of carport and garden store, Mount Pleasant (12/00814/FUL) – no 

objection- approved by SDC 27 July ’12.  

12.  Financial Position-   12 September ‘12 

                                       £ 

            Savings a/c       4,931.84                                              

            Current                251.53                                                       

            KGV                   495.60                                             

                                     5,678.97 

           Special funds   (1,610.19) 

           Net P Council  4,068.78 

 

           The Clerk reported that the extremely wet summer weather had required more grass 

cuts than budgeted for which would probably result in an overspend of £200 or £300 

on this service. 

 

12. Any other business – The road to Charlecote- Many complaints have been received about 

the lack of hedge-cutting and maintenance of the grass bank. The Clerk’s frequent 

messages, since January ’12, to WCC and landowners have not had the desired effect. 

Clerk to write directly to County Highways Surveyor if no action taken. 

 

SDC land in Bridge St. Clerk to request clearance and maintenance of the site and to 

request the removal of the restricted parking sign to allow all residents to use the area. If 

agreed by SDC the Clerk will then ask Orbit Housing to advise their tenants accordingly 

and to re-establish the grass verge.  

             

            There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.45pm 

 

            Date of next meeting         14 November, 2012   

   

 

       .  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Hampton Lucy Parish Council minutes 

 160 

 

HAMPTON LUCY PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Before the meeting a presentation was made to Oakley and Jasmine Evans from the 

Sir Ian Wilmut Fund to further their interest in the sciences and in particular the 

Solar System. 

 

Minutes of the meeting held on 14 November 2012 in the Village Hall at 7.30pm 

Present: Cllr S Main, Cllr J Bryson, Cllr J Whyman, Cllr D Johnston (WCC), Cllr H Hayter 

(SDC) and M Woodman - Parish Clerk. 5 parishioners in attendance plus a candidate 

for the Police Commissioner’s post and apologies from J Cunnington and J Leeson 

1. To accept apologies for absence – Cllrs H Williams and K Graham 

2. Declarations of interest in items on the agenda – Ongoing: Cllr Whyman re ‘Grapevine’ 

and Diamond Jubilee.  

3 . The minutes of the Sept 12th 2012 meeting were accepted as a true record and signed by 

the Chairman. 

4.   Slot for District and County Councillors  

 WCC- Cllr Johnston reported the receipt of a spreadsheet listing highways problems 

which could be updated by the Clerk and the Highways Engineer and passed back and 

forth to keep everyone informed. The Clerk had also received this copy and during the 

course of this meeting added a further substantial list of problems. The full schedule is 

attached to these minutes. 

       SDC-       Cllr Hayter referred to the Core Strategy (‘08-‘28) and the ‘Shottery Appeal’ 

against the government’s decision to allow the  building of 800 houses and quoted the 

following statistics – SD area 378sq miles, 115,000 residents including Stratford 

itself,(23,000): probably one of the biggest districts in the country, mainly rural and 

about 30% of it Green Belt. She said any future development should be appropriate, 

sustainable and not alter the character of the area. 

            She also said that Richard Hobbs who had been our County Councillor for many years 

had stated his intention to retire. 

5.    Code of Conduct – The national code was adopted as recommended by SDC and 

members were advised that Declarations of pecuniary interests, already made, would 

require re-dating and any not yet submitted to SDC must be within the next 28 days 

6.    Half-year audit of accounts- The Clerk reported the approval of the accounts by Chris 

Schroeder (Independent Examiner) and the Chairman told the Clerk to pass on her 

thanks. 

7.    Parish Paths Partnership Agreement (WCC) – Alan Scaife advised the Council that there 

was such a small amount of maintenance required on our paths that joining the PPPA was 

not necessary. Council agreed.  

8.   Village Hall Finance- The Chairman reported on a meeting with the JLT, PCC and VHMC 

to discuss the problems of the VHMC in raising sufficient funds to maintain the 

viability of the Village Hall. 

 

           Little use was made of the Hall by local organisations which resulted in a very few 

dedicated parishioners struggling to make ends meet. The VHMC were advised to 

mount an advertising campaign, seek more volunteers and perhaps hold lotteries. 

            The Clerk pointed out that twelve years ago Hugh Keep, chairman of the JLT, had 

sought to make an agreement with the PC to make equal contributions of £500 with 

themselves and the PCC leaving the VHMC to raise £300 to meet a total rent of 

£1800. The Council agreed to pay £700 in 2013 being ¼ of the new rent of £2800 

which means that three organisations have faced an increase of 40% compared with 
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the VHMC where its rent has risen by 133%.The Council had not been advised of this 

alteration to the apportionment. 

            The only alternative appears to be a further contribution from parish funds. 

9.    Land in Bridge St-  SDC are prepared to license this land to us but members feel local 

residents will still wish to park outside their own property. The Clerk is awaiting a 

reply regarding any expense for licensing and in the meantime will examine the site 

with Cllr Johnston. 

10.   Annual mowing grant to Hampton Lucy Parochial Church Council £320 – This grant 

has been paid for many years and the Council is now asking, “Why?” We do not 

contribute to mowing grass at the school for example. Clerk to enquire and report in 

January ’13. 

11.  Approval of contracted expenditure- T Fox-mowing(10&26 Sept,8&29Oct) £400+vat£80. 

E.on- street lighting qtr ended 30 Sept ’12.£104.02. Countryside Services – mowing 

Spinney (12 Sept) £17. Other expenditure –Sir Ian Wilmut award to Oakley and 

Jasmine Evans £25.Jubilee expenses £9.Express Matting Services Ltd – rubber grass 

mats £185 +vat £37(from the KGV account).  

    13.    Planning - Applications received – Erection agricultural building (12/02179/FUL) at 

The Barns, Grove Fields Farm. Alterations and extension at Hampton Lucy 

House(12/02475/FUL  

and(12/02477/LBC) –No objection to these applications – SDC advised. Erection of 

agricultural workers dwelling at Grovefields House- Additional information rec’d 5 

Nov. (12/01700/FUL)-  

Clerk to request time extension on reply to SDC pending receipt of consultant’s 

report.          

    14.    Financial Position-   5  November ‘12 

                                       £ 

              Savings a/c       6,657.48( incl. 2
nd

 ½yr precept)         

              Current                338.43                                                    

               KGV                  495.68                                                

                                       7,491.59 

               Special funds (1,610.27) 

               Net                  5,881.32 

 

      15.  Any Other Business- 

Diamond Jubilee – The Council confirmed  the proposal in Minute 8 – 11July ‘12 to 

pass the surplus made on the event to the VHMC. Following the vat reclaim the total 

surplus amounted to £236.70. 

Valefresco Ltd was thanked for cutting the hedge adjacent to their boundary with the 

KGV  Playingfield. 

Winter Gritting- WCC will grit the same road as previous years ie. From Wyevale 

Nursery through Snitterfield St to the centre of the village. The Clerk will try to 

persuade WCC to grit the sloping area of the Stratford Road at the Packsaddle junction 

with the A439 which is extremely hazardous particularly as the road floods at this 

point. 

Field Survey- A surveyor has been reported at work in Miss Creak’s field where she 

has planning permission for the erection of riding stables. However, it was suggested 

that the survey could relate to the affordable housing enquiry and the Clerk was asked 

to contact the WRCC .  

 

            There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.45pm 

 

            Date of next meeting         9 January 2013  
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HAMPTON LUCY PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of the meeting held on 9 January 2013 in the Village Hall at 7.30pm 

Present: Cllr S Main, Cllr J Bryson, Cllr J Whyman, Cllr D Johnston (WCC), Cllr H Hayter 

(SDC) and                                   M Woodman - Parish Clerk.and 6 parishioners in 

attendance  

1. To accept apologies for absence – None. 

2. Declarations of interest in items on the agenda – Ongoing: Cllr Whyman re ‘Grapevine’  

3    The minutes of the Nov 14  2012 meeting  (with amendment to Min 8, The HL Parochial 

Church 

      Council  was not represented at the meeting with the JLT). were accepted as a true record 

and signed   

      by the Chairman. 

4.   Matters arising from items not covered elsewhere in the agenda- None 

5    Slot for District and County Councillors-   

 WCC- Cllr Johnston reported that the Ramblers Association and other bodies were 

concerned about the existing Riverside walk permissive path agreement which will 

expire on 30 Sept ’13 and it was unlikely that the application to create a PROW, made 

some 10 years ago, will be considered by WCC in the foreseeable future. The process 

needed to be speeded up. The Council were conscious of the goodwill of the 

permissive path steward in allowing public access and would seek his assurance that 

this greatly appreciated amenity would continue in future. 

       SDC-       Cllr Hayter reported an increase in fly-tipping in rural areas throughout the 

district and advised that evidence of such should be reported to SDC immediately. 

6.    Mowing the KGV and Parish Field – Only one  quotation for the 2013 season was 

received ( 3  

        requested) from T Fox, formerly J Ward, who is maintaining his charge of £100 per cut, 

including 

        strimming, for the 3
rd

 year running. 

7      Mowing the Spinney 2013 – The Council agreed that the path through the Spinney 

should continue to 

         be cut but had not yet received a quotation for this year 

8.     Annual Play Equipment – The Council paid £40 in 2012 and had now received a 

quotation of £40 pa 

         fixed price for 3 years which it was pleased to accept. 

9..    Green belt Network- The Council acknowledged that the Green Belt is under 

considerable pressure 

         following recent relaxations in planning law and agreed to a proposal from the 

Chairman, who is  

        secretary to the Network, to become a member at a cost of £30 pa approx. –The 

Chairman left the 

         room during the discussion. 

10.    Budget 2013-14 – The Clerk referred to the recent repairs to play equipment and the 

need to replace  the netting to the Climbing-frame at a cost of £800 approx. which 

required a precept of £6,750 the  same as the current year. This would enable the Council 

to maintain a working balance of £4k approx. bearing in mind the withdrawal of the 

Council Tax Support Grant which would be funded by SDC for 2013-14( but no certainty 

henceforth), the need to establish sufficient funds for play equipment and to prepare for 

election costs in 2014. The Council set the  precept at £6,750. 

 

Cllr Graham asked whether the donations received towards the purchase of defibrillators 

should be returned or could be used for other purposes It was suggested that the donations 
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should be applied to the purchase of equipment for Community First Responders(CFRs). 

Jason Cunnington suggested we might liaise with the Ambulance Service which now have a 

location at Wellesbourne Airfield. The Clerk will arrange a  meeting with local representatives 

to decide how best to proceed. 

11.    Land in Bridge St.- SDC advised that the cost of licensing this land would be £250 plus 

an annual £70 which the Council resolved to decline. Previously, SDC had advised that they 

had no budget to tidy up this area but a Grounds Maintenance map recently received clearly 

demonstrated that they do! Clerk to pursue.  

12.    Annual mowing grant to Hampton Lucy Parochial Church Council £320. This was 

deferred from the Nov ’12 meeting pending clarification that the PCCC received  no 

other support for their mowing. The Council agreed to continue their support.          

13.    Approval of contracted expenditure-. Countryside Services – mowing Spinney(20 Nov) 

£17. Other expenditure – HLPCC-annual mowing grant £320. 

 

         

14.    Planning - Applications received – 4 new 4-bed dwellings on Valefresco land 

(12/02748/OUT)- objection lodged with SDC. Erection of Agricultural workers dwelling 

(12/01700/FUL) – additional information. Breach of Planning Consent Fairfax House  

                             Warwick Rd (12/02867/LDE) 

Applications granted – Change of use of agricultural barn (12/01698/VARY) and  Erection of 

agricultural building (12/02179/FUL), both at Grovefields.  Hampton Lucy House, alterations 

and extension incl. re-building former conservatory (12/02475/FUL and 02477/LBC). 

 

15.     Financial Position- 1 January 2013 

                                       £ 

              Savings a/c        6,553.26                                            

              Current                604.73                                                       

               KGV                  310.68                                                

                                       7,468.67 

               Special funds (1,365.54) 

               Net                  6,103.13 

 

16.    Any Other Business- 

           Moles- Cllr Whyman referred to the damage caused by moles in the KGV and the 

consequential damage to mowing equipment . Cllr Williams stated that moles were most 

active at this time of year, very difficult and expensive to control. He suggested that chain-

harrowing at the end of February/ early March might be useful to which Derrick Clark offered 

to assist. The Council gratefully accepted his help. 

          Blocked drain in Bridge St – Jim Hyde had reported that raw sewage was leaking from 

a manhole cover opposite his house in Bridge St. He has called out Severn Trent on 3 

occasions since October ’12 and stated that the problem had existed for over 20 years but in 

more recent times more frequently. The Clerk was instructed to pursue a more permanent 

solution with Severn Trent.   

          Other Highway Problems- The much welcomed WCC spreadsheet system is not 

working as expected. Following receipt of this document and then up-dating it by the Council 

no response has been forthcoming from WCC despite requests. Flooding at the Packsaddle 

junction with the A439 is a major concern yet we have no idea when it will be attended to. 

           

 

  There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.35pm 

 

            Date of next meeting         13 March 2013   
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HAMPTON LUCY PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of the meeting held on 13 March 2013 in the Village Hall at 7.30pm 

Present: Cllr S Main, Cllr J Bryson, Cllr H Williams, Cllr K Graham, Cllr D Johnston (WCC), 

and 

       M Woodman - Parish Clerk and 4 parishioners in attendance. 

               

1. To accept apologies for absence – Cllr Whyman, Cllr Hayter(SDC) and parishioner Jason 

Cunnington 

2. Declarations of interest in items on the agenda – Ongoing: Cllr Whyman re ‘Grapevine’ 

Cllr Williams  

       re Village Hall and Cllr Main re Greenbelt Network. 

3    The minutes of the Jan 9 ’13 were accepted as a true record and signed  by the Chairman. 

4.   Matters arising from items not covered elsewhere in the agenda- None 

5.   Defibrillator – Colin Pittam (WMAS) advised that a defibrillator could be supplied free of 

charge leaving the initial cost of a ‘green-bag’kit (£1800 approx) plus batteries and pads 

(£100 approx every 3/4 years) to be met by the Council. The ‘green-bag’ is a basic kit for 

use by CFRs. Siting of the  defibrillator may have to be on an outside wall as the original 

plan to use the old telephone box may not be practicable. Electrical power will be 

necessary to provide heat and light in the winter period. More details will be issued by 

WMAS for consideration. There is a CFR living in the locality but  

      ideally more are needed. 

6.    Slot for County Councillor – The up-dating of the County’s Highways Spreadsheet is not 

working properly. WCC has issued an order to carry out the work to the drain at the 

Packsaddle Junction which is extremely dangerous in the current freezing weather but 

why the delay? The Clerk will pursue together with the flooding in Snitterfield St ( 2 

locations) and in Church St. Valefresco has offered to pay for a replacement sign on the  

A439 but repeated requests to WCC appear to have been ignored-  

      Cllr Johnson and Clerk to chase up. Cllr Johnson asked the Council to consider traffic 

speed in the  

      parish with a view to joining other parishes in trying to obtain  speed limitations. 

7    Mowing the Spinney 2013 – The Council accepted a quotation of £20 per cut from Jeremy 

Hunt for the coming season. A budget of £120 had been set and therefore cuts should 

be reduced from 7 to 6.  

8.   Charitable donations – Council resolved to share the annual provision of £200 equally 

between St Peter’s Church and the Air Ambulance Service  

9.   Blocked Sewer in Bridge St- Severn Trent has been called out on many occasions over the 

winter period, sometimes twice in a week to clear the flooding of raw sewage along the road. 

Eventually, a  blockage was detected and an allotment was dug up to clear the problem - 

Hopefully, successfully. 

10  Land in Bridge St.- SDC, ( Matt Austin) has told Cllr Johnston that they are maintaining 

this area but it is apparent that nothing has been done for many years! Cllr Johnston will 

pursue. 

11. V H M Committee- Council thanked the Committee for their annual financial report and 

praised their fund-raising efforts which has resulted in a good surplus this last year. 

12. Standing Order 23 has been tightened to ensure ‘safe and efficient arrangements’ are in 

place in preparation for the anticipated repeal of Section 150 (5) of the L G Act ’72 which will 

clarify freedom to use the internet for the payment of accounts.The Chairman gave her Risk 

Assessment dated 11  March ’13 to be passed to the independent examiner with the year- end 

accounts. 

13. Approval of contracted expenditure WCC re Lighting Mtnce 2012-13 £157.74, vat £31.55. 

The Grapevine £140. Charities £100 to St Peter’s Church and £100 to the Air Ambulance 
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Service.   Other expenditure.WALC Membership 2013-£148 (due April 2013). Clerk’s net 

salary £640, exps £37.87  and HMRC tax £160. In addition Chairman used her discretion to 

approve payment of Digley Associates account , £40 +vat £8, being 1
st
 part of 3yr contract, 

omitted from the agenda – to be confirmed by Council at May ’13 meeting.    

16.  Planning - Applications received – (1) Use of cottage as a dwelling house for a 

continuous period of 10 years in breach of condition 4 of PP S95/0365- 1-5 Fairfax Cottage. 

Warwick Rd and 6 Fairfax Cottage. for use as a dwellinghouse in excess of 4 years(12?02867-

69,72,74,75/LDE). No objection reported to SDC who have now accepted this property as a 

dwelling-house. 

       (2) 4-bed houses Stratford Rd (12/02748) – re-alignment of site entrance-the Parish 

Council maintains its objection (3) The Thatched House, realignment of garage to take 

account  of archaeological works (13/00536/VARY)               

        

17.  Financial Position- 1 March 2013 

                                       £ 

              Savings a/c       6,034.60                                        

              Current                491.42                                                      

               KGV                  310.75                                                   

                                       6,836.77 

               Special funds (1,365.61) 

               Net                  5,471.16 

  18.  Any Other Business- Upper Avon Navigation proposal- The Trust is reported to be 

carrying out  

another feasibility study and to have recruited Lord Digby Jones and Nadhim Zahawi MP 

to support their cause. Clerk to write to both parties expressing the Council’s 

disappointment at their alleged support and pointing out the overwhelming objections to 

the Trust’s proposal.         .     

Dog Fouling- Many complaints have been received about dog mess on pavements and 

verges throughout the village. The Council is appealing to all dog owners to act 

responsibly, most do but there is a minority that show no consideration to the 

community. 

Cllr Bryson referred to the forthcoming annual play equipment inspection when he 

anticipates that the  climbing frame netting will need to be replaced together with some 

supporting framework (budget provision £600). He has found a supplier who may be able 

to carry out selective replacements rather than the whole assembly but he awaits the 

inspector’s report. 

He also thanked Derrick Clark who has chain-harrowed the field to remove mole hills etc 

and will use a heavy roller when weather conditions allow.  

Youth Club- The Council has been taking care of £517 deposited by John Tuck when the 

Youth Club closed some years ago. The Clerk to ask John if the cash could be used for 

play equipment rather than  

         simply remaining losing value in our account. 

 

There being no other business the meeting closed at 8.55pm 

 

DATE OF NEXT MEETING        WEDNESDAY, 8
TH  

 MAY  2013 
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HAMPTON LUCY PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of the meeting held on 8May 2013 in the Village Hall at 7.30pm 

Present: Cllr S Main, Cllr J Bryson, Cllr J Whyman and Cllr H Williams,  

                                    M Woodman - Parish Clerk and 27 parishioners 

1.    Election of Chairman –The Council was just quorate at this stage- Cllr Main was 

proposed by Cllr Whyman, seconded by Cllr Bryson and elected unanimously. Chairman then 

signed her Declaration of Acceptance of Office. 

          2.    Apologies –Cllr Hayter (SDC) 

3.    Declarations of interest in items on the agenda – Ongoing: Cllr Whyman re ‘Grapevine’, 

Cllr Williams re Village Hall and Cllr Main re Greenbelt Network.    

4.    The minutes of the March 13th, 2013 meeting were accepted as a true record and signed 

by the  

          Chairman 

5.   There were no matters arising from items not covered elsewhere in the agenda    

6.  Slot for District and County Councillors- Cllr Johnston had lost last week’s County 

Council election and therefore was not present. It was agreed that the Clerk should write to 

Cllr Johnston thanking him for his work in recent years. The new County Councillor is Danny 

Kendall who introduced himself to the meeting. The Clerk will advise him on current 

highways problems and in particular the failure of the recently introduced Spreadsheet 

System. 

7.   

8.  Annual Return 2011-2012- The accounts which had been approved by the independent 

examiner, Chris Schroeder, were signed by the Chairman together with the Governance 

statement. The accounts will now be ‘on deposit’ for examination by parishioners for the 

month commencing 14 May before despatch to the external auditor. Chris was thanked for 

carrying out the duties of the independent examiner.    

9.  Land acquisition (see min. 7 14March) - SDC extended the time limit to 23 April for the 

PC’s decision and in response to the question,’Why should we pay the SDC’s legal fees?’ the 

answer was, ‘because it was SDC’s policy’. No further action will be taken. The Chairman 

advised that very few parish council’s were pursuing land sales offers from SDC.  

10 Trees in Parish Field- Mowing contractor, John Ward had requested the crown-lifting of 

some 11 or 12 trees along the fence following a minor injury whilst strimming the grass. The 

Council considered the risk was slight and any work would have a detrimental effect 

particularly on the appearance of the trees. Request refused. 

11. Play Equipment Inspection – Cllr Bryson reported the cost of replacing some of the safe 

surface material was so expensive that he was considering a DIY replacement for £300 

approx. He planned  to replace the net on the climbing frame next year when, hopefully, there 

would be more money available. 

12 Speeding Check (March’12) – Clerk reported summary stats. attached. There are to be 

referred to the school for their observations and to the Community Forum via Sgt Chris 

Cuthbertson requesting urgent action. 

13. Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Celebration –Cllr Whyman presented his last report before the 

event showing total pledged income including the PC’s £500 of £2,184.95 to cover estimated 

expenditure of £2,141.10. Everything is ready for a day to remember- we just need fine 

weather! The Chairman thanked Jeremy for his dedication to this project. 

14. Risk Assessment – Chairman’s report attached. 

15. Approval of expenditure- WALC annual subscription £113. John Ward – mowing £200 

+vat £40. 

      Countryside Services – mowing Spinney £17. Came and Co. Annual Ins. £402.25(c/f 

£496.31 last year). 

16. Planning Applications- Crown-lift 4 trees in Church St 12/00813/Tree. Carport and garden 
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        store at Mount Pleasant 12/00814/FUL.Alterations to vehicular access and garage 

replacement, Alveston 12/00718/FUL The Council is not expressing any objections to 

these 3 applications.                      

Erection of agricultural workers dwelling, Grovefields House 12/00736/FUL.- The 

applicant, Derrick Clark addressed the meeting and asked councillors to visit the site 

giving him an opportunity to explain his proposals in detail. 1 councillor had done so and 

was supporting this application but 3 others remain opposed to the development. The 

Clerk to report this decision to SDC tomorrow.               . 

17 Financial Position- 2 May 2012 

                                       £ 

          Savings a/c        8279.82                                             NEXT MEETING    

          Current                 567.07                                               WEDNESDAY        

           KGV                   361.83                                                  11 July 2012         

                                    9,208.72 

           Special funds (1,814.34) 

           Net P Council 7,394.38 

18.  Any other business-  

Cllr Whyman referred to the recent break-ins and vandalism in the village stressing the 

need for  parishioners to be ever mindful of their personal safety and security.(Police make 

arrest 16 May). 

Lorry reported leaving Valefresco and departing the area via Packsaddle rather that the 

agreed route through Hatton Bank Lane. Clerk to advise Valefresco. 

 Path to Charlecote – no action has been taken following 2 requests via Charlecote parish 

Meeting.  

 Clerk to approach WCC/ Sir Edmund Fairfax Lucy direct. 

Flooded areas – Clerk to contact WCC re Snitterfield St and Packsaddle junction. 

R Avon Bank erosion (now supported)- Clerk to contact WCC re adjacent drain as 

possible cause of problem. 

Parish Field parking- granted for events on 6
th

 and 13
th

 July. 

 Cllr Whyman thanked the Chairman for her help and guidance over the past twelve 

months. 

There being no other business the Chairman closed the meeting and opened - 

THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 

Chairman’s annual report- attached Superfast broadband – Clerk to enquire if Hampton Lucy 

can become a ‘Hub’. Cllr Williams said the future financing of the Village Hall will become 

extremely difficult in the next few years because it appears that parishioners are unwilling to 

join the Village Hall Management Committee (VHMC). At present there are only four 

members. The two events which provide the most  incomes are The Jazz Festival and The 

Plant Sale and, sad to say, most of the work falls on Huw’s  shoulders. The Hall is owned by 

the John Lucy Trust (JLT) who charge a rent which is shared equally between the Trust itself, 

the Parish Council, The Parochial Church Council and the VHMC. Thus the VHMC is faced 

with staging big events to raise sufficient revenue to cover all its costs at a time when little 

use is made of the Hall and there is a lack of support from residents. The Clerk said that the 

Council had the power to borrow in order to finance the purchase of a Village hall and, more 

often than not parish councils owned their village halls. It was suggested that the Clerk 

should enquire whether the JLT would sell the Hall but much doubt was expressed about 

additional costs falling on the PC without the preparation of a detailed business plan.  

 

There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.45pm  
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HAMPTON LUCY PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of the meeting held on 10 July 2013 in the Village Hall at 7.30pm 

Present: Cllr S Main, Cllr J Bryson, Cllr H Williams, Cllr K Graham, Cllr H Hayter (SDC) 

and 

       M Woodman - Parish Clerk and 16 parishioners in attendance. 

               

1. To accept apologies for absence Cllr D Kendall (WCC) and parishioners Jason 

Cunnington and Jeremy Whyman. 

2. Declarations of interest in items on the agenda – Ongoing: Cllr Williams  

       re Village Hall and Cllr Main re Greenbelt Network. 

3    The minutes of May 8th 2013 were accepted as a true record and signed  by the Chairman. 

4.   Matters arising from items not covered elsewhere in the agenda- None 

5.   The council was sorry to report the resignation of Cllr Whyman. He was thanked for his 

service and will be remembered particularly for his leadership in the very successful 

Diamond Jubillee Celebration last year. No parishioner having called for an election, 

SDC confirmed that the Council could now co- opt a councillor. Two parishioners, James 

Pacey and Jason Cunnington, have expressed an interest in the post and it was agreed that 

interviews would take place shortly.  

6.   Slot for District and County Councillors – Cllr Kendall was absent but the Chairman 

asked the clerk to arrange for the ‘Avoncroft Homes’ sign at the Packsaddle Junction to be 

moved as it obstructed visibility. 

     Cllr Hayter (SDC) spoke of the SDC Cabinet’s June meeting which instructed officers to 

review some of the criteria used in assessing LSVs which lacked sensitivity and ignored 

village location and access. The determination of the District’s Core Strategy for Housing was 

some way off and stressed the fear that developers may be able to exploit the position in the 

meantime. She also said that she would pursue SDC  councillors and officers who had not 

replied to correspondence from the Parish Council ( 22 May) and a parishioner, early June. 

Cllr Hayter was not aware of SDC  having  received any communication from Charles Church 

but said that Gary Moss was the appropriate case officer to ask. 

7.   Housing Action Group – The Group were circulating a questionnaire to each household in 

the Parish seeking current views on the desirability of increasing the housing stock etc. A 

debate ensued over the need for this following the Housing Needs Survey conducted by the 

WRCC some eighteen months ago. The chairman explained that it was a simple, 

straightforward questionnaire that would leave  absolutely no doubt as to the current view of 

the Parish and furthermore it was not designed as an instrument to counter any possible 

planning application from Charles Church.  

 

The cost of printing the questionnaire was £39 incl. vat and was approved for payment. 

8.    Defibrillator donations – Mrs V Barnes had donated £40 for use of the Parish Field and 

Valefresco ltd had given the proceeds of their Open Day to the VHMC  to be shared with the 

Council’s Defibrillator Fund which now stands at £553.10. Councillors expressed their thanks 

to the donors. It was suggested that users of the Parish Field may wish to make similar 

donations in future. 

9    Defibrillator project. Dr Maurice Strevens spoke, explaining that he had offered to get 

involved because of his medical background. He had been a hospital consultant at Walsgrave 

Hospital for twenty years and retired eight years. His speciality was haematology but as a 

junior doctor he was active member of the hospitals’ resuscitation team. 

      He explained that he had very little background information about the proposed project 

but had received a lot of helpful information from a person who had helped establish a similar 

scheme in Barford two years ago. 
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      Background research confirms that early defibrillation, as made possible by community 

based automated external defibrillators (AEDs) saves lives but in a small community like 

Hampton Lucy it’s use would be limited. 

     A questions was raised about the need for a local defibrillator when WMAS operated a 

service from a base at Wellesbourne Airfield  but the emphatic answer was ‘Yes’ if someone 

was on hand to use it 

 

     The AED is simple to use but parishioners will need to familiarise themselves with the 

equipment to make them confident to use it. They will also need to keep themselves up to date 

with CPR procedures (courses were provided by WMAS last year). As well as individuals 

being trained it was suggested that the local pub, school and church should be approached for 

training since they are places were people gather together.  

      Maurice’s offer ‘to get involved’ was gratefully accepted and he would now pursue the 

free installation of an AED with Colin Pittam (WMAS) who had spoken to the Council in 

March this year. Siting of the defibrillator may have to be on an outside wall as the original 

plan to use the old telephone box may not be practicable and electrical power will be 

necessary to provide heat and light in the winter period. 

10. Play Equipment-maintenance. The Council had provided money in the current year’s 

estimates for the replacement of the Climbing-frame but the Inspector reported that there was 

more life in it and Cllr Bryson had obtained 3 rolls of Repair Tape for £24. Cllr Bryson was 

thanked for carrying out the repair and the account was approved for payment.    

11. Correspondence – Letter from Mr R Stein re an alleged inconsistency in dealing with P As 

at Grovefields Hamlet. Mr Stein had sent his letter to the Planning Inspectorate in Bristol and 

the Council in turn, has responded to the Inspectorate countering Mr Stein’s claims.     

12  VHMC Grant 2013–Contribution- £700 approved     

13. Approval of expenditure-Contracted-.T. Fox, grass-cutting on 2,15,29April,13,24 May, 

10,24 June £700 +vat £140. Countryside Services grass-cutting Spinney 2 May, 3 June, £40. 

Other expenditure- Playground Supplies ltd- Annual inspection £38 +vat £7.60. VHMC  

£700. Cllr Williams reimbursement of printing costs of questionnaire £32.50 +vat £6.50. 

Online Playgrounds £20 +vat £4            

14. Planning Applications- Single storey extension at 18 The Close (13/01301/FUL)- No 

objection Tree work at Hampton Lucy School- 13/01621/TREE- The Clerk was asked to 

accompany the Tree Warden, if available, to inspect the work required.     

15.  Financial Position- 3 July 2013 

                                       £ 

          Savings a/c         6,492.03                                              

          Current                  484.58                                                       

           KGV                     827.62                                                      

                                      7,804.23 

           Special funds    (1,555.72) 

           Net P Council   6,248.51     

16.  Any other business  

 (1)Request received for the Council to provide two tennis courts in the KGV as it appears 

the football pitch is not being used. The Council would not provide tennis courts but 

would be prepared to look at a scheme in which a group of people would form a 

club/association create and operate tennis courts or similar sports amenities in the KGV.            

.              

 (2) Complaint received about the increased number of heavy goods vehicles passing 

through the village. Council pointed out that nothing can be done unless operator’s 

company name, VRN , date  and time are noted and reported to the Clerk. 

(3) Land adjacent to the ASPI Specialist Cars Garage (A439)- This gravelled area  was 

formerly within the parish boundary  and the Council was asked to contact the Planning 
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Dept, SDC, to ensure that it remains as Highway land because no action has been taken to 

return it to trees and bushes in common with the adjoining land. The Council agreed to 

examine the request and report to a later meeting. 

      (4) Chris Schroeder asked that the Clerk should ensure that the grass verge adjacent to his 

property in Snitterfield St is the responsibility of WCC which has an agreement with 

SDC to mow it.  

 

 

 

There being no other business the meeting closed at 9.15pm 

 

DATE OF NEXT MEETING        WEDNESDAY, 11
th

 September 2013 
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HAMPTON LUCY PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of the meeting held on 11 September 2013 in the Village Hall at 7.30pm 

Present: Cllr S Main, Cllr J Bryson, Cllr H Williams, Cllr D Kendall (WCC), Cllr H Hayter 

(SDC) and 

       M Woodman - Parish Clerk and 40 approx. parishioners in attendance. 

               

1. To accept apologies for absence -  None 

2. Declarations of interest in items on the agenda – Ongoing: Cllr Williams  

       re Village Hall and Cllr Main re Greenbelt Network. 

3    The minutes of 10 July 2013 were accepted as a true record and signed  by the Chairman. 

4.   Matters arising from items not covered elsewhere in the agenda- None 

5.   Co-option- Jason Cunnington accepted the vacant post of councillor on Monday, 29 July 

’13 and formally took up his appointment by signing a Declaration of Acceptance of Office at 

this meeting.      

6.   Council Elections- In accordance with section 53 of the Local Government and  
Public Involvement in Health Act 2007, SDC makes an Order changing the 
ordinaryelection dates of Parish Councils within the District to coincide with 
District ward elections commencing in 2015 and every four years thereafter.            

7.   Slot for County and District Councillors- WCC re Highways- There has been no up-dating 

of the WCC spreadsheet recently .The Clerk will follow up the following items and keep Cllr 

Kendall informed. – The Avoncroft sign and Drain at Packsaddle, the Hampton Lucy sign for 

the Charlecote Rd, Bomfords sign on the A439 and chase up the hedgecutting which has been 

neglected  throughout the County. 

 SDC   Cllr Hayter arrived too late for this item. 

Housing– Latest from Charles Church and   Housing Development Action Group update- 

Deferred to the Public Meeting to follow immediately after the closure of business. 

9   Defibrillator- Maurice Strevens has prepared an appeal for grant-aid from WCC via Cllr 

Kendall. The estimated capital cost is £1860 of which £565 has been contributed by way of 

donations etc.( incl. £11.50 received today from ramblers using the Parish Field for parking). 

Staff at the Boars Head are trained in first aid and would like to be involved in the project 

together, possibly, with HLPS should a request be made to the Governors. Some training 

would be supplied by WMAS and Maurice himself has the requisite skills to train volunteers 

as well. Approaches will be made as suggested and in view of the closing date for grant-aid an 

application will be made forthwith. The estimated annual running costs amount to the renewal 

of pads and a sum of £100 should be included in the estimates for 2014-15. Smaller sized pads 

are required for young children and are approx. twice the price of standard size!    

10 Grass-cutting- Councillors queried the need to cut the grass every fortnight, as per the 

accepted quotation, if a drought occurred. Such a situation occurred in July/August so the 

Clerk spoke to the contractor who said that although there had been little grass to cut, 

dandelions and other weeds were controlled thus keeping the village tidy. The Council 

accepted this but asked the Clerk to tell them when the mowing budget was spent 

Subsequently, the contractor rang to say they inspected on their last  fortnightly visit but 

decided not to cut – so our enquiry was worthwhile!.      

11 Table Tennis-. The ETTA will support an application to Sport England Small Grants bid 

for the provision of equipment but there was little enthusiasm from parishioners present. An 

enquiry would be placed in the Grapevine and the Clerk would write to his email contacts. 

Cllr Williams advised that storage in the Village Hall would be a problem.     

12. Approval was given to the Clerk’s ½yr net pay £583.20 (+ HMRC £145.80)  and expenses  

£51.09  
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13. Approval of expenditure-Contracted-.T. Fox, grass-cutting 8 and 22 July, 5
th

 and 19
th

 

August £400 +  vat £80. Countryside Services grass-cutting Spinney 10 July and 14 August 

£40. Other expenditure- 

      Clerk’s net pay £583.20. HMRC  £145.80. Clerk’s expenses £51.09              

14. Planning Applications- Single storey extension at 18 The Close (13/01301/FUL)- No 

objection by PC and granted by SDC. Tree work at Hampton Lucy School- 13/01621/TREE – 

no objection by PC  and permission granted by SDC. The Thatched House, 13/01265/LDE 

Formal verification of material start to PA re erection of a replacement dwelling- no objection 

by PC. Grove Fields Farm 13/01676/AGNOT construction of access road –objection by PC 

upheld by SDC who require a full PA. Grovefields House, 13/01767/FUL Change of use of 

land for equestrian purpose and erection of stables.  Land adjacent Church St 13/01946/OUT- 

Outline PA for 4 4-bed Houses- objection by PC. Avonside, Church St 13/02062/DDT- 

Felling 2 dead trees (notification only).Land adjacent Stratford Rd ,PA for 28 houses – 

Council to object.                              

15   Financial Position- 4 September 2013 

          Savings a/c      £ 5,342.03                                           NEXT MEETING    

          Current                  253.79                                               WEDNESDAY        

           KGV                     827.62                                             13 November 2013         

                                      6,423.44 

           Special funds    (1,555.72) 

           Net P Council   4,867.72 

  16  Any other business – 

Stratford Road parking.- The Chairman has addressed this issue and hopefully it has 

been solved. 

Singing in the fields at unsocial times- It appears this related to an overnight party which 

is unlikely to be repeated in the months ahead.. 

Agreement in principle to employ a Highways Consultant if deemed necessary.- An 

extraordinary meeting has been arranged for the 18 September in accordance with 

Standing Orders in order to allocate up to £1,000 from balances.  

Parish Plan/ Neighbourhood Plan –Jackie Williams will prepare a plan but is making a  request 

for  volunteers to assist. –please contact her direct .Cllr Kendall recommended that the 

Council entered into a Wellesbourne –based Neighbourhood Plan (NP) together with other 

local parishes but the Council decided to pursue its own course. The benefit of an NP, 

approved by the District Council, should give some certainty and assurances when faced with 

hostile planning applications. 

        River Avon Bridge- Parishioners are very concerned that the bridge has been damaged 

for the second time in 12 months. There has been a significant increase in farm vehicles and 

HGVs using the bridge but it is essential that a note is made of the vehicles licence number if 

the Council is to take any action. 

  One HGV was driven by a Spaniard who sought directions to Valefresco Ltd ( no doubt 

using a satnav to get as far as Charlecote). The Clerk will discus with the company. 

  The River Walk- Jeremy Whyman had approached John Jones who held the stewardship of 

the Permissive Path along the riverbank because the present agreement was coming to an end 

this month and parishioners were anxious to know whether or not this benefit would continue. 

John Jones indicated that the path would still be available to walkers provided no attempt was 

made to establish it as a Public Right of Way. This was warmly welcomed by all present. The 

Councillors asked the Clerk  to pass on their thanks. Alf Rajkowski added that he was  happy 

for walkers to use his gate to gain access. 

  Appointment of Co-opted councillor- Hilary Dunkerton questioned this appointment as one 

of the candidates did not arrive for interview because he had just returned from holiday and 

had not had the opportunity to read the email from the Clerk advising the date. The Clerk said 

he was very upset that   he had not confirmed the candidate’s ability to attend and that anyone 
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prepared to serve on the Parish Council deserved the thanks of the whole community. Cllr 

Bryson added that both candidates had submitted CVs and these had been taken into 

consideration. 

 

  There being no other business the meeting was closed at 8.37pm 

 

  The next meeting will be the Extraordinary meeting to be held on Wednesday 18 September 

2013. 

 

  The next regular meeting will be held on Wednesday, 13 November 2013 
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HAMPTON LUCY PARISH COUNCIL 

 

DRAFT        Minutes of the meeting held on 13 November 2013 in the Village Hall at 7.30pm 

Present: Cllr S Main, Cllr J Bryson, Cllr H Williams,Cllr K Graham and Cllr J Cunnington. 

       M Woodman - Parish Clerk and 16. parishioners in attendance. 

               

1. To accept apologies for absence- Cllr D Kendall (WCC), Cllr H Hayter (SDC) 

2. Declarations of interest in items on the agenda – Ongoing: Cllr Williams re Village Hall 

and Cllr Main 

       re Greenbelt Network.      

3    The minutes of 11 September and the Extraordinary meeting on the 18 September  2013 

were accepted  

       as a true record and signed  by the Chairman. 

4.   Matters arising from items not covered elsewhere in the agenda- None 

5    Slot for County and District Councillors- WCC re Highways- Cllr Kendall, absent.. 

      SDC- Cllr Hayter, absent. Chairman advised the Council that Cllr Hayter, Chris Schroeder 

and probably the Chairman herself, would meet with Charles Church ltd to discuss the 28 

dwellings in their housing development proposal. 

6.   Riverside Walk- A letter has been received from Mr John Jones of Hatton Bank Farm 

pointing out that ‘a permissive path is one which is used by permission of the landowner and 

not by right Permission can be removed or suspended and the route or level of permitted use 

(i.e. whether on foot, horse or vehicle)  may be changed at the wish of the landowner.  There 

is no legal protection to users of a permissive path and no requirement on the landowner to 

maintain it. 

      We as landowners need to protect our rights and we intend closing the footpath for one 

day each year on the 24
th

 December .  Signs will be erected at both ends of the path stating as 

follows:-   

     “This path is not a public right of way, but walkers are normally allowed to use it by 

permission of the landowner, and at their own risk The path will be closed for one day per 

year on the 24
th

  December.”  

       The Council agreed Mr Jones’ proposal and instructed the Clerk to inform him 

accordingly, to thank him for keeping the path open, and to state that the Parish Council 

would make no claim to establish a permanent right of way. 

7.    Annual mowing grant to Hampton Lucy Parochial Church Council £320- Agreed             

8.   Defibrillator- The JLT has considered the possible siting of a defibrillator and has 

suggested the Village hall as being a more suitable location than the Boars Head. The 

Clerk will contact SDC regarding planning permission as the Hall is in an conservation 

area.       

9.  Assets of Community Value- It is understood that it may be possible to exercise some 

control over the 

      future of various assets within a community which are not in the ownership of the 

Parish Council but which could be said to have ‘community value’ and as such their loss 

to the community as a whole would be considerable. Eg ‘The Boars Head and the Parish 

Field. Further research and possibly registration is required. John Dunkerton and Jackie 

Williams are examining Council’s minutes post 1968.     

10 Audit of ½yrs A/cs to 30 Sept ’13- approved by Independent Examiner, Chris Schroeder 

who was thanked by the Chairman.      

11. Clerk’s pay and expenses to 30 November,2013    £213.85  and tax to HMRC  £48.60- 

approved      

12  Approval of contracted expenditure-  

      T Fox-mowing(5/19 Aug,2/30 Sept, 14 Oct) £500+vat £100 

      E.on- street lighting qtr ended 30 Sept ’13.£104.02inc.vat.. 
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     Countryside Services – mowing Spinney Sept20, £20. 

     Chairman;s Discretion –Confirmation –  

     WALC Training £30,  Lock for KGV(Cllr Bryson £15.15 inc vat 

     Other expenditure –HLPCC-annual mowing grant £320. 

     Clerk’s pay and expenses £213.85 and HMRC £48.60. 

       

14  Planning - Application received – Change of use of land to domestic,1,Packsaddle 

Cottages 

      13/02702/FUL. Internal alterations, Hampton Lucy House, 13/02478/LBC- no objection. 

15  Financial Position-   7 November ‘13 

                                       £ 

              Savings a/c       7,497.40                                            

              Current                204 53                                                      

               KGV                  827.74                                               

                                       8,529.67 

               Special funds (1,555.84) 

               Net                  6,973.83      

16  Any Other Business- SUGGESTIONS for 2014-15 Budget 

      (1)  Following a group willing workers cleaning the river bridge and the telephone kiosk a  

 request was made for some form of weed control for the bridge ( est. £12) and John 

Dunkerton will obtain estimates for the replacement of the plastic panels in the 

telephone kiosk. 

(2)  John Dunkerton has examined the old Council minutes and found evidence of a 

flagpole which once stood on the green outside the Hall. Bearing in mind the national 

commemoration of the start of The Great War 100 years ago to be held next year it may 

be considered a good project to replace it and hold a suitable memorial event to include 

the memorial to the fallen in the two world wars which is in St Peter’s church.  

(3) Cllr Graham said that placing of logs along the verge outside the KGV playingfield had 

enhanced that area and perhaps the same treatment could be applied in other parts of 

the village where verges are regularly used by motorists. 

MISS CREAK’S field behind Snitterfield St and Bridge St -  Brian Buckley had 

spoken to George, the farmer, who told him that there would be no 

        development  on the field in his lifetime 

.           NICK MAURO’S Planning application will be heard at the Kineton High School 

       on 20 November from 6.0pm 

17.  Retirement of Parish Clerk- The Chairman and fellow councillors warmly thanked 

Mike Woodman not only for his 3 yr role as parish Clerk but also for some 12 years as 

a councillor. He then gratefully acknowledged gifts from councillors and a bouquet of 

flowers for his wife Mary. 

18.  Appointment of Parish Clerk- The Chairman was pleased to announce that John 

Dunkerton  had been appointed to succeed Mike.  

 

There being no other business the Chairman closed the meeting at   9.0pm 

 

 

NEXT MEETING          WEDNESDAY            15 January  2014    

Christmas events – The Boars Head is hosting a Champagne Evening on Saturday, 21 

December  

 

And 

The Village Hall Management Committee’s annual invitation to  Christmas  drinks  and  carol 

singing on Monday, 23 Decembe 
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HAMPTON LUCY PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of the meeting held on 18 September 2013 in the Village Hall at 7.30pm 

Present: Cllr S Main, Cllr J Bryson, Cllr H Williams and Cllr J Cunnington. 

       M Woodman - Parish Clerk and 6 parishioners in attendance. 

               

1. To accept apologies for absence – None 

2. Declarations of interest in items on the agenda – Ongoing: Cllr Williams  

       re Village Hall and Cllr Main re Greenbelt Network. 

3.   The previous meeting, held on 11 September 2013, raised the possibility of engaging a  

      Highways Consultant at a fee of up to £1,000. Council’s Standing Orders require due 

notice to spend 

      money and consequently a special meeting was arranged. 

      Background.- 

      i   Having received planning application 13/01876/FUL seeking to build 28 dwellings 

adjacent to the 

      Stratford Rd and having read the County Council’s Highways Dept report included therein 

that 

      concluded that they had no objection to the PA, the Parish Council felt this was a gross 

error of 

      judgement. 

      ii  The Chairman recommended that she should approach County Highways Dept to carry 

out a more 

      intensive review of the local road network and in particular the traffic situation between 

8am and 4pm  

      on weekdays. 

      iii The Council agreed and decided that if the County’s review still confirmed their 

original opinion 

      then the Council would seek the view of an independent, professional, highways 

consultant at a fee  

      not exceeding £1,000 

      It is understood that SDC’s Planning Committee will consider the PA in November and 

that the 

      consultant’s report would be submitted to this meeting. 

      iv A parishioner questioned the need to engage a consultant at this stage. The Parish 

Council considers 

       it  has presented  a very strong case in opposing the PA along with the many 

representations made 

       by parishioners and particularly the fact that SDC’s Planning Dept in their SHLAA ’12 

Report 

       stated that the site in question was suitable for a maximum of 8 dwellings. The questioner 

suggested 

       that the highways consultant would be needed later, should the developer go to Appeal 

.      v   The proposal outlined at iii was carried unanimously. 

 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.15pm         

 

 


