
HAMPTON LUCY PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of meeting held on Wednesday 14th January 2015 at 7.30pm.  

1. Present: Councillors Main, Cunnington, Williams, Bryson and 4 members of the 
public. Apologies: District councillors Richards and Kendall. 

2. Declarations of interest in items in the agenda (Cllr Main re. Greenbelt 
Network and Cllr Williams re. Village Hall). 

3. Minutes of the previous meeting were agreed. 

4. Matters arising from items not covered elsewhere in the agenda. Councillor 
Graham did resign on 30/11/14. In response to SDC and Charles Church, the 
suggested name for the new road in the development was ‘The Spinney’. 

5. District and County Councillors’ reports. A letter from Peter Richards was read 
out. The Birmingham overspill was mentioned as there are brownfield sites 
available. However, the duty of local councils to collaborate means the 
possibility of overspill into the Stratford area. If SDC said no to collaboration, 
this could jeopardise the core strategy. Gardens are brownfield sites as is 
Network Rail property and these should be considered first. It could be a year 
before the core strategy is accepted. 

6. Playground repairs. The quote for £2400 to repair the multi-play was outlined 
and accepted but there was some discussion about whether it would cost £250 
to remove the spoil from the site. The clerk was asked to check this. 

7. The grass cutting quotes were accepted and a three year contract agreed. 

8. Grant to PCC. It was agreed to pay the £320 sum budgeted for originally but to 
allow an inflation increase to £330 for 2015-2016. 

9. Election costs were estimated as £850, the major item of expenditure being 
the postal voting. 

10. The annual precept for 2015-2016 was agreed as £7790 after a brief discussion. 

 

Alan Scaife. As many of you know, Alan sadly passed away last month. He 
did a 10 year stint as Parish Clerk from 1999. He came on board when the 
previous parish council resigned and 5 villagers took over.  He got the 
bylaw in place to keep dogs out of the KGV playing field and raised funds 
from Biffa to replace the rusted pre-war railings. He ensured that the 
KGV playing field was held in trust and he became Hampton Lucy’s tree-
warden. His legacies to Hampton Lucy are the Spinney and local 
footpaths. Alan will be sorely missed by many in Hampton Lucy. It was 
agreed that the council would get a sign for the spinney in Alan’s name. 
The clerk offered to investigate this. 



11. AOB. 

Royal Garden Party – no-one has been suggested for 2015. 

Meeting with Paul Lankester - he was very professional and was clearly 
frustrated by the quality of some councillors. The Parish Council suggesting 
negotiating with Charles Church since we need a hotline and a named contact. 
There was a feeling that some district councillors had not read their materials 
thoroughly. The 5 year land supply was poorly presented and not defended very 
well. 

Hedges in Snitterfield Street – these have not been cut effectively. 

Grass verges - one resident has complained to Valefresco about the state of 
Stratford Road and Nick Mauro has promised to reinstate the verges. 

Parked cars - There is a problem with cars parked at Blackhill. 

Parish Field – Cllrs Williams and Main met with Robin Ogg Chairman of the Miss 
Creaks Trust at his request for exploratory talks. He was not comfortable 
meeting with the full council at this time. Items under discussion were for the 
Parish Field arrangement with the PC to be formalised and a rolling licence, at 
minimal cost, to be explored. The duration of this is yet to be decided but 
could be at least 5 years. The PC would like 10 years with a 12 month notice 
period.  If in the future, the school expanded, room would have to be found, 
the first thought being the Parish Field. However after discussion we felt that 
rather than using the Parish Field, a better option would be the allotments 
behind the school, which are not that well used. The present allotments 
holders could move to vacant allotments by the Village Hall, allowing the 
village to keep the Parish Field, the school to expand, and still have 
allotments. The cost for allotments would be £20 per annum, collect by the PC. 
The track by the Village Hall could also come under the PCs remit under the 
same rolling licence arrangement which might give some protection for the 
track, though we would have to look at possible costs of maintaining the track 
which has been damaged by tractor movements. There will be further 
discussion with the Trust in March and we should know a little more then. 
Hopefully Robin Ogg will feel able to speak to all Parish Councillors.   

Neighbourhood Plan – this could give some control over future developments 
and there will be a public meeting soon for villagers to express their views. 

Potholes in Snitterfield Street are getting worse. 

Meeting closed at 8.45pm. 

Date of next meeting – March 11th 2015 7.30pm 


