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(Minutes of meeting held on September 9th 2015 in the village hall – meeting opened at 19.30pm) 

Present –  Councillors Dobson, Schroeder, Heron and Williams and 13 members of the public. 

1. Apologies for absence. 
1.1 Councillor Main. 
1.2 Election of Vice-Chairperson. Councillor Schroeder was proposed by Councillor Williams and 

seconded by Councillor Heron. Councillor Schroeder took the chair. 
 
2. Minutes of meeting held on July 8th. 

2.1 The minutes were agreed and signed. 
 

3. Action points and matters arising from minutes if not on agenda. 
3.1 A member of the public queried councillor responsibilities and suggested that they needed 

clarifying. The member of the public was referred to the minutes which were quite clear. 
3.2 The review of Standing Orders remains ongoing. 

ACTION: Councillor Schroeder. 
3.3 There were no comments on parking at the Mercedes garage. Appendix 1 shows Councillor 

Main’s observations from a site visit. 
ACTION: Closed. 

3.4 There are fewer lorries coming over the bridge and through the village. There is better 
signage at the main road advising construction traffic for Hampton Manor. 
ACTION: Closed. 

3.5 The clerk reported that a data projector and screen installed in the village hall would cost 
about £1800 from Neil Jones Digital, Redditch. It is on the agenda for the John Lucy Trust. 

3.6 Warwickshire County Council confirmed that there are problems with insurance when working 
on the highway cleaning the bridge. They do have a gang of people doing tasks such as this 
and they will contact the clerk. 

 
4. District Councillor Peter Richards 

4.1 The Core Strategy is expected on September 27th to be voted on in October. 
4.2 George Osborne wants Birmingham to be a ‘hub’ for growth i.e. a combined authority. 
4.3 Stratford District Council voted to carry on discussing this and did not want to join a 

combined authority at this stage. 
4.4 Stratford District Council has been approached by residents about helping migrants. There 

will be an information sheet with advice for residents. 
4.5 A member of the public suggested that the footpath by the Langlands needed clearing. 

ACTION: District Councillor Peter Richards. 
 

5. County Councillor Danny Kendall 
5.1 The County Council does not want to join a West Midlands combined authority at this stage 

and discussions are still ongoing. 
5.2 The District Council will have a ‘smaller voice’ if the plan for a combined authority goes 

ahead. 
5.3 There is County Council grant of £5000 for small projects. 

Action: Clerk to check whether this can be used for the children’s playing field. 
5.4 There was some discussion of a possible 20mph speed limit (see minute 17.)  
5.5 Councillor Williams mentioned the missing kerb stones outside the village hall and in the 

centre of the village. 
ACTION: County Councillor Danny Kendall. 
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5.6 A member of the public said that Charles Church had widened the road and wanted to know if 
they were allowed to do this. Councillor Kendall thought it might be temporary and that the 
enforcement officer should investigate. 
ACTION: County Councillor Danny Kendall. 
  

6. Correspondence 
6.1 Derrick Clarke has received an apology from the Parish Council. He wanted clarification on 

who wrote the comments because 2 years ago identical comments were made from 2 
different people. However, he has accepted the apology and stated that he considers the 
issue is closed.  
ACTION: Closed 

6.2 A letter from Maurice Strevens and two others was received. All comments from parishioners 
will be considered when the Parish Council looks at any planning application from Valefresco. 
ACTION: Pending until a planning application is made. 

6.3 Valefresco –see minute 7.  
 
7. Valefresco planning application 

7.1 A public consultation was hosted by Valefresco and chaired by Jeremy Whyman. 
7.2 Valefresco are planning to build 4 houses at the top of Snitterfield Street. At the meeting, 

there was a majority vote for the top of Snitterfield Street rather than along Stratford Road. 
7.3 The Parish Council will comment once it has seen the full details and will take the public vote 

and all comments into account. 
ACTION: Pending until a planning application is made. 

 
8. Section 137 

8.1 Councillor Dobson described the Section 137 rules for funding. The Parish council has 
statutory responsibilities and raises funds from the precept. There is no limit to the statutory 
responsibilities. 

8.2 Section 137 is also raised on the precept and can be spent on non-statutory items. An old 
peoples’ clinic was an example given. 

8.3 The amount of money claimed has to be cost effective for the community. Currently, the 
limit is £7.36 per elector, representing just over £2900. 

8.4 In a written submission, Councillor Main reported that WALC have little idea of what this 
should be used for other than one off/emergency jobs which cannot be funded any other 
way. Community agreement is necessary when proposing and increase in the precept. 

8.5 The Chair thanked the clerk for bringing the Section 137 possibilities to the Council’s 
attention. 
ACTION: Closed. 
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9. Playing field repairs and inspection 

9.1 The repairs have been carried out. However, the 2015 inspection has identified other minor 
problems and the roundabout surface as a moderate risk. It would cost over £2500 to carry 
out these repairs and three quotes were given to councillors to consider. The clerk had been 
advised that because some of the holes were deep and grass was growing out of them, then 
the whole surface ought to be replaced. 

9.2 Councillor Williams said that this was too expensive and asked why it wasn’t just patched up. 
9.3 The lifetime of the surface and warranties from the firm that installed it were queried and 

councillors suggested trying to get grants from BIFFA and the County Council. 
9.4 A member of the public suggested that wood chippings would be cheaper. 
9.5 The Chair reminded the council that it had a duty of care towards those using the playing 

field. 
9.6 The clerk observed that there ought to be an annual maintenance budget that was adequate 

for this sort of repair work. 
ACTION: Parish Clerk to investigate warranties from the original suppliers (November 2010) 
and others, the lifetime of these surfaces and to investigate wood chippings as an 
alternative.  
 

10. Playing Field Picnic table and benches 
10.1 The council decided that it would not be cost effective to repair the table and benches. 

ACTION: Clerk to get quotes for replacing the table and benches. 
 
 
11. Parish Field and Allotments  

11.1 There was nothing to report. 
 
12. Neighbourhood Plan Group voting rights  

12.1 In another written submission, Councillor Main clarified this. ‘The N P Group was set up as a 
working group who would report back to the Parish Council. The Parish Council will then vote 
on the draft report. 

12.2 Therefore there is no need for anyone on the N P group to be a voting member. It is the 
Parish Council who votes on it. 

12.3 After the Parish Council vote, it will be put to residents to be voted on.’ 
 
13. Neighbourhood plan update. 

13.1 A member of the neighbourhood plan group read out an update report (see Appendix 2). 
13.2 Councillor Dobson said that the neighbourhood plan would go to an independent examiner 

and then there would be referendum for all parishioners. He asked if the plan could on the 
website. 
ACTION: NP group to consider and report back to the next meeting. 

13.3 The neighbourhood plan would like £300 to be put aside by the Parish Council as a 
contingency for unexpected costs. 
ACTION: It was agreed that the Parish Council would fund unexpected contingency costs up 
to a maximum of £300. 

 
14. Hampton Manor update 

14.1 A member of the public asked about the hedge being removed. 
14.2 It was agreed that Charles Church should have contacted residents before removing 

the hedge. Councillor Schroeder has seen the site manager and the hedge will be 
replaced by a variety of species of hedge plant.  
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ACTION: Clerk to contact the site manager and get confirmation in writing that the 
hedges will be replaced as soon as possible. 

14.3 The SDC enforcement officer updated Councillor Main at a site visit and she wrote 
the following update: ‘Water run off- The site levels are slightly up from 42.28 to 
44.3 but the silt traps and the soak aways should cope with any flooding/runoff. The 
hard standing is temporary and will be removed. The swale will go in when Charles 
Church do the final landscaping.’ 
ACTION: Closed. 
 

15. Hampton Manor Welcome Pack 
15.1 Two members of the public have offered to help with this. It was regarded as a neighbourly 

thing to do. 
15.2 It be an agenda item for the next meeting. 

ACTION: Councillor Schroeder to contact Charles Church to see if they would help fund this. 
 

16. Phone Box 
16.1 Councillor Heron is still waiting for response form Charles Church. 

ACTION: Councillor Heron to progress. 
 

17. 20mph speed limit 
17.1 Councillor Kendall reported that a 20mph was possible but unlikely. 
17.2 Hampton Lucy must show evidence that people are actually breaking the existing limit. 
17.3 Councillor Heron asked if it was wise to wait for an incident before considering a 20mph 

limit. 
17.4 The police do not have the manpower to enforce a 20mph limit. 
17.5 A member of the public reported that Wolverhampton have 20mph speed limits outside 

schools together with flashing signs. 
Action: Councillor Heron to liaise with Councillor Kendall over a 20mph limit. 

17.6 The clerk reported that Warwickshire County Council Traffic and Safety are looking into 
20mph limits across Warwickshire but other traffic calming measures would have to be used. 
They suggested parked cars are the most effective method. 
ACTION: Councillor Heron to liaise with Councillor Kendall over a 20mph limit. 
 

18. Notice Board 
18.1  See 16.1. Also, the clerk has been quoted £1650 for an oak or man-made timber notice 

board from www.greenbarnes.co.uk . It would be 3 A4 down and 5 across with 2 across 
under glass. 

 

19. Playing field payments 
19.1 These were authorised but the clerk was asked to check the financial regulations and that 

he had followed correct procedure. 
ACTION: Clerk to ensure he understands and follows the Council’s procedures. 

19.2 The changes in the membership of the Council will require the authorised signatories 
registered with the bank to be updated.   
ACTION: Clerk to update signatories for when using the cheque book. 

 

20. Clerk’s expenses 
20.1 This is carried over to the next meeting. 

ACTION: The Clerk to submit his expense claim before the next meeting. 
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21. Planning applications received. 

21.1 Two planning applications (15/02183/FUL, 1 Bridge Street and 15/02728/FUL, 39 Church 
Street) were approved by the council. 
ACTION: Closed. 

 

22. Financial position 
22.1 A member of the public observed that the total was incorrect. It should have read £4829.09. 

ACTION: Closed. 
 

 

23. Items to be considered for inclusion in the next agenda. 
23.1 Councillors. A note about future funding for the village hall was given by Councillor 

Williams. The council decided that it was more appropriate as an agenda item for the next 
meeting. 

23.2 Public. The lack of opportunity to discuss AOB items was queried. The council is following 
correct procedure in that items should be on the agenda if possible. The Council cannot 
make a decision on an AOB item. 

 
Dates of next meetings are: 2015: November 11th, 2016: January 13th, March 10th, May 11th, July 
13th, September 14th, November 9th. 

Meeting closed at 21.23.       John Dunkerton 
(October 1st) 

 

Appendix 1 (Mercedes Garage visit 22nd June 1.30pm). 

Cathy Kimberley and Councillor Main met with Mr Tonks from Mercedes to discuss the traffic problems 
and danger being created by the on-street parking outside their showroom along Sand Barn Lane. 

“They do not have enough parking provision either on site or along the lane at the industrial estate. 
After discussion it was decided that Mercedes would put out traffic cones along the lane to split up the 
parking, giving vehicle ‘pull-ins', cones to be sited from the junction of the Warwick Road along Sand 
Barn Lane to prevent parking thereby allowing vehicles to pull off Warwick Road. The above has been 
done and 'appears to be working”. 

 

Appendix 2 Neighbourhood Plan update. 

HAMPTON LUCY NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN GROUP 

REPORT FOR PARISH COUNCIL ON PROGRESS MADE SINCE LAST PC MEETING 

Good progress has been made since the collection of opinions from residents on suitable development 
sites was completed. These questionnaires have been analysed and discussed by the Group. The next 
stage is for us to identify key issues. It is our intention to consult with residents on the question of 
possible sites for Housing in the village in the near future. 

Contact with local businesses. We are preparing to follow up our initial contact with local businesses by 
visiting each business in our designated area individually, by appointment. We will be using a 
questionnaire based on those issued by Bidford and Welford. This document is in the preparation stage. 
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Project Plan. The Project Plan is a working document which lists the stages and tasks to be carried out in 
order to complete the preparation of the Plan 

Analysis of questionnaires and identifying key issues. A first glance shows up the problems and pleasures 
of living in Hampton Lucy. Among the problems appear to be Overdevelopment, Traffic volume and 
speed, Disappearance of hedges and loss of countryside, Loss of suitable walks for dogs for older people, 
Parking at the school. Over and over again people expressed their delight in living in such a beautiful 
place. This analysis will be the prime method of identifying key issues and, once identified, will be 
addressed in the Draft Neighbourhood Plan, to be submitted and approved by the Examiner. 

Grant from Locality. An Expressions of Interest form has been completed by Sue on line. We can now 
apply for a grant from Locality. Usually this grant is awarded within two months. It is not possible to 
spend any money in advance. We have discussed our need for money to complete our Plan and have tried 
to estimate the amount needed, for such items as Consulting fees, setting up a website, photography, 
stationery, printing costs, and expenses incurred when engaging with the Business community The grant 
will cover up to six months and we cannot claim for money retrospectively so, at the moment, we are 
making sure that all our preparations are completed so that we will be able to surge ahead on receipt of 
our grant. It is possible to make an application for another grant in the future. 

Web site. It was decided to have our own domain name so that any specialists and outside agencies can 
gain quick access to our NP information. We hope there will be a link from the Parish website to the 
Neighbourhood Plan. 

Identification of suitable sites for development. At the moment SDC have indicated a requirement for 7 
more houses. Residents at the last Open Day, gave an indication of where more homes might be built, 
subject to the willingness of landowners to release land and to the assessments made by the outside 
agencies, such as Highways, Severn Trent, etc, as to their suitability. It must be pointed out that the 
spots put on certain sites on the map of the village do not represent just how many people voted for 
certain sites but indicate that certain sites had been suggested as possible development sites. 

Open Days. It is proposed to hold an Open day in the Village Hall to provide information to residents and 
to listen to their suggestions. The Draft NP will be presented to the PC and the community for approval. 
After a six-week formal consultation period the Plan will go to Stratford District Council. 

If anyone has any questions they would like to ask regarding this report or the Neighbourhood Plan in 
general, please ring me on 841155 or e-mail at jacwiI@btinternet.com  

J. Williams 

5th September, 2015. 

  


