
 
PREAMBLE 

 Before the Parish Council’s Extraordinary Meeting took place, Cllr Schroeder said that only those 
parishioners who had not spoken at the Public Meeting held in the Village Hall on Wednesday, 18th 
November, to discuss the planning application to erect more polytunnels on the Valefresco site, would be 
allowed to address the meeting.  
Two parishioners qualified to speak namely, Mr Brian Harris of 9 Stratford Rd HL and Miss Cathryn 
Kimberley of 2 New Cottages, Warwick Rd Black Hill. 
Mr Harris  -  He stated his objection to the PA on the grounds that his view would be obstructed, the roads 

could not cope with the lorries, concerns re Health and Safety for his children attending the 
local school, “ road verges were being decimated”, signage was ignored and the R. Avon 
bridge was still being used. 

Miss Kimberley – she commented that she considered the number of polytunnels proposed was 
inappropriate to the size of the site. Some of the screening was to be ‘with conifers’- she would 
prefer screening by use of indigenous tree species.  

 
Then followed the Council Meeting:- 
 

 
HAMPTON LUCY PARISH COUNCIL 

 
Minutes of the Extraordinary meeting held on 25 November 2015 in the Village Hall at 7.00pm 

Present: Cllr C Schroeder, Cllr J Dobson and Cllr H Williams, M Woodman - Acting Parish Clerk and 10 
parishioners in attendance. 

 
1. In the absence of the Chairman, the Vice Chairman Cllr Schroeder took the chair. 
 
2. The Vice Chairman proposed that, in the absence of the Parish Clerk, Mr Mike Woodman be appointed 

as Acting Parish Clerk for the duration of this meeting only. 
 The meeting voted unanimously in favour of this proposal. 
 
 It was resolved that: Mr M Woodman to act as Acting Parish Clerk for the duration of this meeting 

only. 
 
3. To accept apologies for absence- Cllr S Main and Cllr P Heron 
 
4. The Vice Chairman asked the Acting Clerk to confirm that the meeting was quorate and legal. Mr 

Woodman confirmed that the meeting was quorate. 
 
5. Declarations of interest in items on the agenda – Ongoing: Cllr Williams re. Village Hall 
 
6. The minutes of 11th November meeting will be considered at the January ’16 meeting 
 
7.  Valefresco Ltd., Planning Application ref. 15/03650/FUL re additional 4.83hectares of Polytunnels. 
 
 Cllr Schroeder outlined the basics of Planning Procedures before calling upon the other councillors for 

comment. While Cllr Schroeder was speaking Cllr Williams had to leave the meeting for a short time. 
Cllr Schroeder suspended the meeting for the duration that Cllr Williams was absent because the 
meeting was no longer quorate. 

 
      Cllr Williams – said the Government had asked farmers to increase production by 25% and to achieve 

this target some were using polytunnels He also expressed  a preference for polytunnels  
      over houses. 
 
 Cllr Dobson – Since election to the Council in May he had been on a rollercoaster ride and had 



       learned a lot. He has tried to listen to all sides of the argument which had led to “a heck of lot of  
      emotion” making it more difficult for the Council. He considered whether all arguments were valid  
      with cold analytical eyes – if not valid they are ignored by the Planning Authority. He had visited 
      the site to assess it and concluded that “we must seek to influence the decision to our advantage”. 
 
 Cllr Schroeder – Had spent a lot of time examining all the documents, visited the site, viewed from all 

around the Parish. Had studied thirteen consultees’ reports on SDC’s website together with statements 
from other organisations. He noticed that that the only objectors were the National Trust and the 
Charlecote Parish Meeting .Our County Councillor had submitted a “no response.”  

 
 Cllr Schroeder then said that SDC required one of three responses- 
                                              “No Response”  “Support”   “Object” 
 
 The Council voted unanimously to support the planning application but would seek to attach as a 

minimum, the following conditions:- 
 
1. No polytunnel should be erected within 10m, or preferably, 20m of residential property. 
2. More screening around the total boundary. 
3. No artificial lighting in any tunnel at any time. 
 
 It was resolved that: The Council’s response to the consultation will be to support the application, but 

with conditions listed. The minimum conditions being the three listed above. 
 
 AT THIS POINT 8 PARISHIONERS LEFT THE MEETING. 
  
8. Playground Repairs 
 

 The Council has no money in the Playingfield a/c to meet the cost of repairs amounting to £2,632.22. 
No provision for this size of work has been included in the current year’s estimates so the Council 
would need to call on its very limited balances unless the sum of £4510, for children’s play equipment, 
is collected from Charles Church as part of the S106 agreement attaching to the Hampton Manor 
development. At present the Planning Authority, SDC, has not asked for this money. 
 
The repairs necessary are rated at ‘medium risk’ so the Clerk is asked to obtain the money via SDC 

       immediately to allow the work to proceed. The Council will consider the creation of a Repairs and 
Renewals Fund when setting its annual budget in January 2016. 

 
 By a unanimous vote it was resolved that: 
 
a) The Parish Clerk should continue to obtain the permission of SDC to spend the Section 106 money 

available from Charles Church to repair and enhance the children’s’ play equipment and picnic benches. 
b) The Parish Clerk will be instructed not to place a contact for the work until a decision from SDC has 

been received. 
c) The condition of the safe soft surface around the roundabout and the picnic bench is monitored 

fortnightly and any significant deterioration be reported to the Parish Clerk. 
     
 
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 19.37. 
 
 
MW 
Acting Parish Clerk 
26.11.15 
 


