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(Minutes of meeting held on March 16th 2016 in the village hall – meeting opened at 19.31pm) 

Present –  Councillors Dobson, Schroeder, Whyman, Rayment and 7 members of the public. 

1. Apologies for absence. 
1.1 Councillors Phil Heron and Peter Richards. 

 
2. Resignation of Councillor Williams 

2.1 Councillor Williams resigned just after the last meeting. The Chair reminded everyone that there 
had been no opportunity to thank him publicly until now. 

2.2 Huw had been a councillor since 1999 and on behalf of the council, the Chair thanked Councillor 
Williams for his service on the council. The Chair said that you always listened when Councillor 
Williams spoke. Huw will be sorely missed.  
It was also resolved that: The clerk write to Councillor Williams thanking him for his service to the 
council over the last 16 years. 

 
3. Welcome to new parish councillors 

3.1 The new councillors, Councillors Rayment and Whyman were welcomed. 
3.2 The Chair thanked all four candidates for standing, congratulated those who had been elected and 

gave commiserations to the two candidates who were not elected. 
3.3 The clerk was thanked for publicising the elections and achieving a 40% turnout of voters. 

 
4. Declarations of pecuniary interest and code of conduct  

3.1 The code of conduct has been distributed and neither of the two new councillors had any items of 
pecuniary interest. 

 
5. To approve the minutes of the Jan 13th meeting 

5.1 These were accepted and duly signed. 
 

6. Action points and matters arising from items not covered elsewhere in the agenda 
6.1 Sue Main is staying on the neighbourhood plan group. 
6.2 A date for the Charles Maries open day has yet to be announced. 
6.3 The clerk still needs to follow up the brightness of the new street light in Stratford Road. 

 
7. District Councillor Peter Richards  

7.1 Absent but a report was briefly read out (see Appendix 1) 
7.2 Polytunnels and bunds - in reply to the Chair, Councillor Richards said that the planning officer has 

amended the original application and the bunds are now acceptable. In addition, a landscaping 
plan is in place. 

7.3 Section 106 funds have still not been paid and this is being followed up (see minute 11.1). 
 

8. County Councillor Danny Kendall 
8.1 The County council’s budget has been approved. More savings will have to be made and council tax 

has had to increase. However, there has been a 3m ‘windfall’ from the government to soften the 
blow. 

8.2 There is no contact from the county council about the VAS on Stratford road. Councillor Kendall 
felt that the developer should pay for this. 

8.3 Safer school zone funding has run out but it might still be possible to use Councillor Kendall’s 
delegated budget to deal with speeding traffic. 

8.4 Councillor Whyman pointed out that the white lines at traffic junctions needed repainting and 
Councillor Schroeder asked about possible gravel extraction at Barford and Wasperton. Councillor 
Kendall had no information on gravel extraction. 
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9. Recent revisions to polytunnel planning applications from Valefresco 

9.1 Lizzie McKenna raised concerns over flooding, highways and damage to the heritage sites and 
vistas. Recent flooding near the large reservoir put in under permitted agricultural development 
was also a concern. The group that she represented were also concerned about the amendment to 
the application. She suggested that Valefresco had flouted the previous application conditions and 
so perhaps this might happen again with the suggested landscaping. 

9.2 Councillor Schroeder reported that the drainage conditions had been met and signed off. 
9.3 Although the reservoir and associated bund are now above ground when the original consent 

specifically did not allow this, it is understood from Councillor Peter Richards that the planning 
officer will have revised the original consent conditions under delegated authority. 

9.4 The proposed landscaping to meet the planning condition for the existing polytunnels is considered 
to be inadequate and is now the subject of an enforcement action. 

9.5 The proposed tree planting scheme for the new polytunnels may also meet the requirements for 
the original ones. 
 

10. Correspondence 
10.1 The email from Ken Cockshull had been circulated. Councillor Schroeder proposed a grant of £100 

to both Marie Curie nurses and the Shakespeare hospice. This was seconded by Councillor Whyman. 
 
11. Section 106 and Playing field equipment repairs 

11.1 SDC are now using debt recovery to obtain this funding. Councillor Dobson pointed out that the 
repairs still needed doing and that we did have the funds. It will be soon be summer and the 
children will be in the playing field more often. It was agreed to review the situation at the end of 
the month. 
It was also resolved that: The clerk writes a letter of complaint to the Head of Planning if this 
situation is not resolved by the end of this month. 
 

12. Section 106 and village hall funding 
12.1 This was deferred due to Councillor Heron’s absence. 

 
13. Hampton Lucy School Duck Race 

13.1 The clerk informed the council that the school is planning a duck race on May 14th, the same day as 
the plant sale. The school will need to use the Parish Field afterwards for a barbecue. The clerk 
reminded the council that the school will be insured by the council when using the parish field as 
long as a satisfactory risk assessment is carried out. 
 

14. Clean for the Queen 
14.1 The clerk thanked all those villagers who had helped with this, in particular the VEG group and 

Derrick Clark and his son Harry. Without Derrick Clark’s tractor and equipment, the task would 
have been much more daunting and taken much longer. 

14.2 The county council have yet to finish cleaning the main bridge. 
 

15. Queen Elizabeth’s 90th birthday on April 21st  
15.1 Nothing was decided but the clerk will contact Councillor Heron about the possibility of an event in 

the Boar’s Head. 
It was resolved that: The clerk contacts Councillor Heron to discuss a possible event in the Boar’s 
Head. 
 

16. Neighbourhood Plan Group 
16.1 A brief update was given (see Appendix 2). 
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16.2 Sue Main is no longer a parish councillor and Jackie Williams has asked for a council 
representative on the neighbourhood plan group. 

16.3 Councillor Dobson proposed that both he and Councillor Schroeder attend. 
16.4 It was resolved that: Councillor Schroeder will attend the next meeting on a fact finding mission 

and suggest the idea of two councillors attending in future. 
16.5 The invoice from the consultant (£315) was authorised for payment. There are three other 

invoices to be presented for payment and the funds must be spent by the end of the month. 
 

17. Review of Standing Orders and Financial procedures 
17.1 Councillor Schroeder proposed that Councillor Dobson review the standing orders and Councillor 

Dobson proposed that Councillor Schroeder review the financial regulations. 
It was resolved that: These reviews are carried out before May and that they are an agenda item 
for the May meeting. 
 

18. Grapevine expenditure 
18.1 These were authorised. The extra page was for the resignation of Sue Main and the call for 

candidates for the forthcoming parish Council election. It was paid for by the council. 
 
 

19. Clerk’s expenses 
19.1 These were authorised. 
 

20. Planning applications 
20.1 These were briefly discussed. The clerk was reminded to ask the tree warden for advice on 

applications for tree felling. 
20.2 A member of the public reminded the council that the Judas tree on Stratford Road was the only 

one in the area. 
 

21. Budget (for information) 
It was resolved that: The clerk gives more information for the savings account. On March 1st, the 
savings account of £7881.59 included Science Fund (£175), Defibrillator grant (£112.56) and 
Neighbourhood Plan (£4834.00).   

 
22. Exchange of information 

22.1 A member of the public will give the council information on how to increase the number of 
councillors. She also suggested the idea of having public participation at the beginning and the 
end of the meeting. 

22.2 There was a query on the age of the roundabout surface. 
22.3 The street lights need cleaning. The clerk confirmed that this is part of our maintenance 

contract. 
22.4 Councillor Dobson is working on a Welcome Pack for new residents, especially those in Hampton 

Manor. 
22.5 Councillor Schroeder reported for information that there was a SDC feasibility study on the 

possibility of buying Wellesbourne Airfield with the aim of keeping it as a working airfield and an 
employment zone. 
 

Dates of next meetings for 2016:  May 11th, July 13th, September 14th, and November 9th. 

Meeting closed at 20.56pm     John Dunkerton (March 24th) 

 

Appendix 1 
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At the start of the year, the government planning inspector Peter Drew, reopened the public examination into the 
council’s Core Strategy following a number of proposed modifications that had been made in line with his interim 
conclusions published on March 15th. A great deal of work has been undertaken throughout February particularly by 
members of the two Planning Committees which has enable the Inspector to report back with a consolidated version of 
the Core Strategy that brings together all the modifications proposed by the council during the public examination. 

The only exception is a proposed modification to Housing mix and type where the inspector has expressed concern over 
the	  proposed wording. There is an ongoing dialog between the Inspector and the Council to agree this and to understand 
the justification for change, all of which will be made public as soon as possible. The council has agreed to undertake 
what should be its final 6 week consultation on the Inspectors preliminary indications as to the main modifications that 
he considers are required in order to make the plan sound and capable of adoption. 

This consultation will be between 31st of March and 12th of May. In His most recent update, the Inspector has indicated 
that he is minded to find the plan sound, subject to the consultation on the final modifications. Taking into account the 
need to consider any responses to the consultation, Pete Drew is targeting June 2016 to publish his final report. This 
would allow the Council to adopt the Core Strategy shortly after. 

A full report on the Core Strategy Public Examination including updates can be found here. 

2016/17 Financial Budget 

At the recent full council meeting on 29th February members were presented with and voted on the financial budget for 
the year ahead. For a number of years members have successfully managed to reduce the cost of services provided to 
residents whilst at the same time maintaining the standard of that service to the highest level. In the last six years we 
have successfully managed to freeze council tax rates and in 2012/13 members even managed to reduce the level of tax 
paid by residents by 1%. Reductions in Government funding have meant that this year an increase unavoidable. As a result 
members have agreed to £5 increase for Band D properties. That represents an increase of 3.9% on your local authority 
council tax which is in line with the figures recommended by central government. In order to maintain this low level of 
tax, a number of other savings have been required, particularly with further cuts in funding that are likely in the next 
few years. 

The most significant saving has been achieved through a restructuring of the senior management team that will provide 
an annual saving of over £100 000. This restructure will take effect from March 2016.  

Further budget announcements include: 

• Continued support for community transport 
• Capital support for the next broadband phase 
• Funding to meet the demand of disabled facilities grants 
• Funding to upgrade IT equipment and services 
• Undertake further strategic budget review 
• Support for both the Coventry and Warwickshire LEP and the West Midlands Combined Authority. 

Appendix 2 

The Neighbourhood Plan Group has consulted local businesses within the neighbourhood area through the distribution and 
collection of a business questionnaire, and site visits, including a visit to the NFU.  The results of the questionnaire are 
currently being analysed. 

Under the Community Rights Programme funded by the Department for Communities and Local Government, the Parish 
Council received a grant of £4,834 to cover the costs incurred up to 31st March in preparing the neighbourhood plan.  
Those funds that have not been allocated by that date will be returned.  The Neighbourhood Plan Group will be reviewing 
the costs that are likely to be incurred up to the end of September in preparation for a further grant application in the 
next financial year. 

The drafting of the residential questionnaire, referred to in earlier reports, should be finalised early next week, and it is 
now expected that they will be printed and distributed in April. 


