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(Minutes of meeting held on May 11th 2016 in the village hall – meeting opened at 19.30pm) 

Present –  Councillors Dobson, Schroeder, Whyman, Rayment and 7 members of the public. 

1. Election of Chairperson 
1.1 Councillor Dobson nominated Councillor Schroeder. This was seconded by Councillor Whyman and 

Councillor Schroeder was duly elected Chairperson and then signed the declaration of acceptance. 
 

2. Election of Vice Chairperson. 
2.1 Councillor Schroeder nominated Councillor Dobson. This was seconded by Councillor Whyman and 

Councillor Dobson was duly elected Vice Chairperson and signed the declaration of acceptance. 
 

3. Apologies for absence 
3.1 Councillor Heron. 

 
4. To approve the minutes of the March 16th and 22nd meetings 

3.1 The £517 for the Youth Club held in the savings was queried. This had apparently been transferred 
in to the Playing Field Account four years previously. 

3.2 It was resolved that: The clerk to check the accounts before the minutes are approved. 
3.3 The minutes of the March 22nd extraordinary meeting were approved. 
 

5. Matters arising from the minutes 
5.1 None. 

 
6. District Councillor Peter Richards  

6.1 Stratford District Council did not want to join the West Midlands Combined Authority but after 
extra information given in December, it has decided to join. The government is ‘leaning on’ 
Warwickshire County Council to join. 

6.2 The Core Strategy consultation is now over and it will now be judged. The inspector thinks that at 
this stage, the plan is sound. 

6.3 The management structure has now changed to make savings. There is no Chief Executive but if 
parishioners wish to contact SDC, then they need to contact District Councillor Peter Richards and 
he will pass it on to the appropriate councillor. 

 
7. County Councillor Danny Kendall 

7.1 Absent. 
 

8. Correspondence received from Shakespeare Hospice and VEG group 
8.1 A thank you letter from Shakespeare hospice was read out. 
8.2 An email from the Chair of the Village Enhancement group was read out asking for the annual S137 

grant of £100 plus the £100 from the previous year. 
8.3 Councillor Rayment proposed that this be paid. This was seconded by Councillor Whyman. 
8.4 The Parish Council asked for a report on what the funds would be spent on. 

 
9. Playing Field repairs 

9.1 The clerk reported that the Section 106 funds had been paid into the account and the repairs 
would be carried on the week beginning June 13th. 
 

10. Playing field football pitch, Wellesbourne Youth Team 
10.1 Wellesbourne Youth football team have to leave Moreton Hall and would like to use the Hampton 

Lucy football pitch. It has offered to mark out the pitch and would pay towards grass mowing. 
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10.2 The Parish Council decided to support this in principle, the point of contact being Councillor 
Heron. 

11. Village Hall 
11.1 The village hall is jointly funded by the Parish Council, PCC, the John Lucy Trust and the Village 

Hall management committee. 
11.2 The John Lucy Trust has no objection to the PC taking out a lease on the building and the 

management committee are happy to carry on ‘under the PC umbrella’. 
11.3 The legal fees are unknown at present but Councillors Dobson and Heron are proposing setting up a 

lease so that the PC could then apply for grants to upgrade or refurbish the hall. 
11.4 Councillor Whyman said that it is essential that the Parish Council prepares a detailed Business 

Plan before entering into any lease or purchase agreement with the JLT. The Parish Council cannot 
take on a potential liability without an agreed management policy. 

11.5 Councillor Whyman proposed that Councillors Dobson and Heron carry on negotiations. This was 
seconded by Councillor Schroeder.  
 

12. Celebration event for Charles Maries Trail and Hampton Lucy Spinney 
12.1 This will take place on July 17th because it is roughly 10 years since they were both set up. 
12.2 A plaque commemorating the work of Alan Scaife in setting up the Spinney will be installed in the 

Spinney and contributions towards the cost of this would be welcomed. 
12.3 Councillor Whyman proposed that the parish council underwrite the cost of this plaque. This was 

seconded by Councillor Schroeder. 
It was resolved that: The clerk contacts Charles Church for a contribution towards the cost of the 
plaque. 
 

13. Neighbourhood plan update 
13.1 There was a brief update from Jackie Williams. The NP group has not met recently as it has been 

waiting for the result of the second application of a grant from Locality. The next stage of the 
process will be to consult with the community and all who connect with the community.  This will 
be through the process of a detailed questionnaire to every household and local businesses and, 
secondly, to invite people to join small groups to form and write up policies which will help to 
protect the community in the future. 
 

14. Housing needs survey 
14.1 This had been carried out in 2011 and there ought to be another one feeding into the 

neighbourhood plan. 
It was resolved that: The clerk to invite Sarah Brooke-Taylor from Warwickshire County Council to 
the next meeting. 
 

15. Standing orders and financial regulations 
15.1 Alterations to these were read out by Councillor Dobson. 
15.2 There will be a Vice Chair. 
15.3 There will be finance and planning subcommittees. 
15.4 There is an alteration to who is allowed to speak at Parish Council meetings. The first 15 minutes 

will be an open session but no decisions taken.  
15.5 The public are allowed to address the council on any agenda item with a time limit of 3 minutes 

per person and a maximum of 15 minutes overall. 
15.6 Councillor Whyman was in favour of these changes. Councillor Rayment agreed that there must be 

participation but with some restraints and it should be reviewed in future. Councillor Dobson 
agreed with this. 

15.7 Councillor Schroeder proposed that these changes be adopted. This was seconded by Councillor 
Whyman. 
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15.8 The Planning subcommittee is composed of Councillors Schroeder, Rayment and Whyman, the 
Finance Subcommittee Councillors Schroeder, Heron and Dobson. 

15.9 In response to a member of the public suggesting that the public would like more input, Councillor 
Schroeder reminded the meeting that this was a Parish Council meeting, not an open session. 
 
 

16. Payment authorisation for Welcome Pack 
16.1 Councillor Whyman congratulated Councillor Dobson and Simon Dobson on the pack. This 

was seconded by Councillor Schroeder. The payments of £198.00 and £23.55 expenses were 
authorised. 
 

17. Payment authorisation for Village Enhancement Group 
17.1 This had already been done (see above) 
 

18. Charlecote Privilege Passes 
18.1 Two of these were given out. 
 

19. Planning applications 
19.1 15/03650/FUL - Old Pastures Farm, Amendment of application (no objection with conditions). The 

vote had been close with 4 votes to 3 against, the Parish Council being 3 votes to 2 for no 
objection. 

19.2 16/00668/TREE - 34 Church Street (objection). There will be a crown lift. 
19.3 16/01121/LBC - Hampton Lucy House (application supported). 
19.4 16/01344/FUL – land west of Snitterfield Street, erection of four detached dwellings with garages, 

vehicular access, landscaping and associated works (this arrived after the agenda had gone out) 
 

20. Annual audit of accounts 
20.1 The accounts and paperwork have been prepared and are with Guy Wakeley. 

 
21. Financial position (for information) 

21.1 On May 1st, the savings account of £6514.75 included Science Fund £175, Defibrillator £112.56 
and Village Enhancement Group £100) 

 
22. Exchange of information 

22.1 The village hall lease ought to be 5-10 years as this may help when applying for grants. 
22.2 A member of the public queried the Section 106 funding, the size of the playing field funds and 

the recent increase in the precept. It was pointed out that it would be negligent not to have 
sufficient funds for repairs and maintenance, especially since the District Council had to threaten 
legal proceedings in order to obtain the funding from Charles Church. 

22.3 However, another member of the public was very appreciative of the large contingency fund for 
the playing field. 

22.4 It was suggested that the council applies for grants to improve the playing field facilities. 
22.5 There was a query about the location of the Calor plaque. The clerk said that he would check. 

 
Dates of next meetings for 2016:  July 13th, September 14th, and November 9th. 

Meeting closed at 21.16pm      
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Annual Parish Meeting 

1. Chairperson’s annual report 
Councillor Schroeder thanked Sue Main for her work as councillor since 2002 and as Chair from 2010. He 
also thanked Huw Williams who had been a councillor since 1999. The elections were held in March and 
out of four candidates, Ewan Rayment and Jeremy Whyman were elected. The chair thanked the clerk 
for having the foresight to budget for this election. We now also have a Vice Chairperson. Standing 
orders and financial regulations have been updated, as has the Code of Conduct.  
 
There have been a few planning applications with the application by Valefresco for more polytunnels 
causing heated debate. The council voted by 3 to 2 for no objection as long as certain conditions were 
applied. However, although the planning officer recommended a 5 year temporary consent, the District 
Council planning committee rejected the plans by 4 votes to 3. The Charles Church development is 
nearing completion but there have still been some problems with heavy traffic coming over the narrow 
bridge. We have at least got the Section 106 funding. 
 
The importance of the neighbourhood plan was briefly mentioned and Councillor Schroeder then thanked 
District Councillor Peter Richards for his help in obtaining the Section 106 funds, County Councillor 
Danny Kendall for his support, the neighbourhood plan group, Councillor Heron for his regular 
inspections of the playing field and also the clerk John Dunkerton for his support. 
 

2. Items from parishioners 
2.1 30mph sign – the notice has been published and is now with Warwickshire County Council. The sign 

will be 75 yards beyond the entrance to the Spinney. 
2.2 It was suggested that the council may not be able to apply for grants unless it actually owns the 

village hall rather than lease it. 
2.3 The Welcome Pack will be available for new residents in the parish, not just in the village. 
2.4 There is no update on the status of the Parish Field. 

Meeting closed at 21.40pm 

 

John Dunkerton (May 22nd 2016) 

 


