
Hampton Lucy Parish Council 
 
(Minutes of meeting held on September 13th 2017 in the village hall – the meeting opened at 
19.00pm) 

Present –  Councillors Schroeder, Dobson, Whyman and 21 members of the public. 

1. Public open session 15 minutes (Councillor Schroeder) 
1.1 Could the Parish Council consider having 7 councillors instead of 5 and could this go the 

November agenda? It was agreed that this would be an agenda item for the next meeting. 
1.2 Is the Council following the quarry and bypass schemes? Councillor Schroeder reported that 

the Council had no notification or information on this. Would the Council be a statutory 
consultee? District Councillor Richards did not know. Councillor Schroeder reported that 
Hampton Lucy Parish Council had never been consulted on the County Council’s mineral 
extraction plan. 

1.3 As for the Eastern bypass, this is a long way in the future. Councillor Richards confirmed 
that there are no firm plans for it at present. 

 
2. Welcome to new councillors 

2.1 Not applicable due to election on Oct 5th. 
  

3. Declarations of interest 
3.1 None. 

 
4. Apologies for absence 

4.1 None. 
  

5. To approve the minutes of the July 12th, July 12th (planning), July 31st (planning) and 
August 31st (planning) meetings. 
5.1 Councillor Whyman proposed accepting the minutes for July 12th and this was seconded by 

Councillor Dobson. All were agreed. 
5.2 The minutes were signed by the Chair. 
5.3 Councillor Whyman proposed accepting the minutes for July 12th planning and this was 

seconded by Councillor Schroeder. All were agreed. 
5.4 The minutes were signed by the Chair. 
5.5 Councillor Dobson proposed accepting the minutes for July 31st planning and this was 

seconded by Councillor Schroeder. All were agreed. 
5.6 The minutes were signed by the Chair. 
6.5 Councillor Whyman proposed accepting the minutes for August 31st planning and this was 

seconded by Councillor Dobson. All were agreed. 
6.6 The minutes were signed by the Chair. 
 

6. Housing Needs survey 
6.1 Sarah Brooke-Taylor reminded the meeting that the report came out in Sept 2016 and 4 

properties were identified. There were 8 households registered in the parish but as from 
May 2017, there are now 6 registered on ‘household plus’. 

6.2 The neighbourhood plan group has identified 8 sites, one of which might be suitable. Sarah 
Brooke-Taylor pointed out that we could be looking at up to 10 properties to meet the 
need and they must be near an existing settlement, occupancy being for people with a 
local connection. It is now up to the Parish Council how to proceed and which site would 
be used for affordable housing. The finance comes from elsewhere, eg. SDC and housing 
associations. 



Hampton Lucy Parish Council 
 

6.3 Councillor Dobson felt that we needed to speak to those people interested but was advised 
that the identity of the applicants is confidential. These schemes are always 
oversubscribed and in Hampton Lucy, there are 8 households on the housing waiting list. 

6.4 A member of the public pointed out that these schemes do produce excellent quality 
houses. 

6.5 Councillor Schroeder proposed that it go on the November agenda. This was seconded by 
Councillor Dobson. 

6.6 A member of the public wanted to know where the number 10 had come from and Ms 
Brooke-Taylor replied it was pointed out that this was extrapolated the housing surveys. 

 
7. County Councillor Anne Parry (arrived towards the end of the meeting) 

7.1 The councillor community grant of £5 000 is still available, applications must be in by Oct. 
Bids must be tangible, eg. playing field equipment or picnic tables. 

7.2 There was meeting with Nick Mauro of Valefresco about HGV’s turning into his site on the 
bend. He has written to WCC Highways and offered to donate land to enable widening of 
the road to improve visibility on the bend, but WCC Highways are unable to allocate the 
necessary funding. 

7.3 Councillor Dobson asked if Councillor Parry could raise the Bridge Street/Church 
Street/Snitterfield junction since there was an accident there last week. The white lines 
need repainting. 

7.4 Hampton Lucy has been put forward for the Safer Routes to School Scheme.  
7.5 WCC is carrying out more work on Dementia in the community, establishing ‘Dementia 

Friends’. 
7.6 Councillor Parry confirmed that she has had no briefing on the current navigation 

proposals. 
 

8. District Councillor Peter Richards 

9.1 Community Infrastructure Levy 
On Monday 11th September the Council received its final report from the Planning 
Inspector on our CIL Policy. At the time of writing I have not seen a copy of that report but 
I will receive a copy shortly and will share further details on its content when possible. The 
next steps are for the Council to adopt the policy, which we anticipate doing at the 
October meeting of the full Council. Once adopted, the Council will be in a position to 
formally implement the policy. 

 
9.2 Transport Strategy 

Earlier this year the Council produced and consulted on a Draft Transport Strategy, in 
conjunction with Warwickshire County Council. The County Council are responsible for 
bringing together all for the consultation responses, which range from short paragraphs to 
full 20+ page documents. We are told that the consultation response was the largest ever 
seen by the County and as a result there has been a delay in bringing together the final 
report. I continue to put pressure on the County officers to enable us to confirm and adopt 
the Strategy, subject to any changes required after the consultation. 

 
9.3 Housing and Infrastructure Fund 

In July this year the Government announced a new Housing and Infrastructure Fund that 
will provide a total of £1.2bn of funding to Councils to help fast-track infrastructure 
projects that would unlock housing schemes. There are two forms of application, one 
called Forward Funding that is only available to County Councils to a value of £250m. The 
second called Marginal Funding which is available to District Councils up to a value of 
£10m. SDC have a list of projects it is seeking to put forward for marginal funding, 
including bids for the Gateway Project, the Canal Quarter and the Long Marston Garden 
Village. These are being drawn up and will be given priority based on the value they would 
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bring to the district and their chances of success. We have also requested that a Forward 
Funding bid be put forward by Warwickshire County Council, to assist with the delivery of 
the LMA site and the infrastructure that surrounds it, including the SWRR. That view has 
been accepted by the County Council along with three other bids they have a desire to 
bring to fruition. Again, priority will be given to the bid that provides the best value to the 
County and has the highest chance of success. The deadline for bids is the 28th September 
and I will be in a positon to give more information once we know which bids have been 
successfully submitted. 

 
9.4 Affordable Homes Working Group 

In 2015 a task group was established by the Council to consider ways in which it could help 
in the delivery of affordable homes across the District. That working group was then 
superseded by a Cabinet Working Group in January this year to continue the work and 
bring forward a delivery plan. Consideration has been given to a number of different 
options including direct delivery of housing, community delivery, partnership working, and 
joint ventures and establishing a wholly owned local housing company (LHC). At Cabinet on 
Monday 11th September, approval was given for the Working Group to progress with a 
business plan for a wholly owned LHC. That business plan is be subject to further approval 
by the Cabinet before further actions can be taken, but this is considered to be a very 
positive step by Stratford DC. 
 

9.5 Councillor Schroeder asked how the affordable housing fitted in with the housing needs 
survey. Councillor Richards did not know but didn’t think it would cut across the work of 
Sarah Brooke-Taylor. 
 

10 Navigation on the River Avon between Warwick and Stratford 
10.1 Councillor Richards reported that the District Council had not been proactive up to now 

but was keen to push forward with projects such as the Higher Avon plan. The Cabinet has 
approved further work on this but there are no current plans at present, it is a ‘blank 
sheet of paper’. 

10.2 The Avon Navigation Trust (ANT) is a relatively new entity formed out of the merger of the 
Lower and Upper Avon Trusts. It is starting from a ‘blank sheet of paper’ and Stratford 
District Council will need to carry out further consultation. 

 
Council meeting suspended 

 
11 Public questions on Navigation along the River Avon between Warwick and Stratford. 

11.1 Councillor Dobson pointed out that the Upper Avon (Evesham to Stratford) is already 
navigable. 

11.2 Councillor Whyman observed that the Stratford District Council document published in 
May 2017 was presented as a clearly-defined statement of intent but at a meeting at 
Charlecote Mill last week Councillor Richards had repeatedly described it as a ‘blank 
sheet of paper’. In view of the upbeat and detailed nature of the policy document, he 
asked Councillor Richards when he had received a detailed presentation from ANT. 
Councillor Richards said that he had only recently taken over the portfolio, had not 
received a presentation from ANT, and this was all at an early stage. Councillor Whyman 
asked what the timescale for the process was intended to be and Councillor Richards 
replied that environmental and social studies would have to be carried out next. 

11.3 Councillor Schroeder reminded the meeting of the facts. In the Hampton Lucy 
Neighbourhood Plan questionnaire, 59% had said NO to navigation between Stratford and 
Warwick. ANT wants to open up the river to 12 foot wide boats not just narrow boats. 
The Halcrow report to ANT had been published in 2013 but ANT has declined to give the 
Parish Council a copy. The Charities Commission website shows that ANT does not have a 
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remit for navigation between Alveston weir and Warwick. The 2013 estimated costs were 
in excess of £30 million and Councillor Schroeder wanted to know what would be the 
estimated increase from tourism to help fund this. Councillor Richards did not know. 
Councillor Schroeder also wanted to know who was paying for the preparatory work and 
Councillor Richards stated that it was being jointly funded by Stratford District Council 
and ANT. 

11.4 A local landowner who owns a stretch of river bank north of Hampton Lucy said that he 
was ‘dead against’ it. It would make a mess of a beautiful area. He wanted to know if 
there would be a marina and widened roads. 

11.5 A member of the public asked who had commissioned the Halcrow Report because ANT 
has denied that they were responsible. 

11.6 An Alveston Village Association member reminded the meeting that the 2004 public 
enquiry was meant to settle this for a generation. He wanted to know if all the work 
done in 2004 was simply being replicated. Councillor Richards said that he was 
disappointed not to know anything about the 2004 enquiry. 

11.7 A member of the public wanted to know if the Halcrow report was available. Councillor 
Richards said this was a new plan. The Parish Council does have a copy but it is for 
restricted access at present and needs to be discussed. Councillor Schroeder suggested 
that the report was actually the core of what plans are being made. 

11.8 A member of the public reminded the meeting that there was 30 years of history with 
this plan and the mill could be threatened. There seems to be little information freely 
available. Even if this plans fails, will it come up again in future years? Councillor 
Richards said that he would not be supporting a plan that might threaten the mill. He 
promised to keep the Parish Council informed. 

11.9 A member of the public suggested that we should look at the 2004 report again. Why not 
just stop it now and save a lot of time and money? 

11.10 Another member of the public agreed that there was a history here and so rather than 
starting with a clean slate, just look back at 2004. 

11.11 Councillor Whyman expressed concern that there had clearly been no continuity or 
transfer of information regarding evidence and representations which had been 
thoroughly investigated relatively recently, particularly relating to the previous 
applications in 2004 and 2014. The information is freely accessible, on the record at SDC, 
and should have been brought to the attention of the Councillor prior to him taking over 
the portfolio. He particularly wanted to know why Councillor Richards was unaware of 
the 2004 Public Enquiry. Councillor Richards admitted that there had been minimal 
briefing and a lack of exchange of important information.  

11.12 A member of the public reminded the meeting that conservation was ‘the protection of 
plants and animals, natural areas, and interesting and important structures and buildings, 
especially from the damaging effects of human activity’. Stratford District Council’s own 
website says that: Local authorities have the responsibility to designate Conservation 
Areas, defined as: 'an area of special architectural or historic interest, the character and 
appearance of which it is desirable to preserve or enhance.' If you live, work or own 
property in a Conservation Area, certain responsibilities are placed on both you and the 
District Council to preserve or enhance that special character and appearance; in many 
cases, you must apply for permission to extend or demolish a part of your property. 
Proposals for new development, signs and advertisements will need to be sensitive to 
their surroundings. Hampton Lucy and Charlecote conservation area is described by the 
District Council itself as ‘an outstanding combination of two attractive villages and an 
historic house and parkland. Capability Brown’s work reflected the very finest principles 
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of 18th C landscape design’. Within the conservation area are no less than 20 listed 
buildings or structures, including seven along the river itself.  
Since it had proved difficult to get a defibrillator put on the village hall wall in the past 
because of damage to the listed building (village hall), it ought to be impossible to 
destroy huge chunks of the District Council’s own conservation area along the river. 
So, how is it that the very same SDC now aligns itself with a monstrous, ill-thought-out 
scheme to bulldoze right through one of its own Conservation Areas? Do we really want 12 
foot party boats going through here and for what purpose? 
Councillor Richards confirmed that any further studies would have to consider the 
Conservation Area. 

11.13 Another person agreed that wide beam boats would destroy the view of the river. 
11.14 Someone wanted to know if Sherborne Lane would need to needed to be altered if 

construction work and access for maintenance vehicles became necessary? Councillor 
confirmed that there are no plans at present. 

11.15 Councillor Schroeder thanked Councillor Richards for an open and honest discussion. At 
that point 16 people left the room. 

 
Council meeting resumed 
 
12 Neighbourhood plan update 

12.1 The pre-submission consultation document is now being put together and a public Open 
Day is being planned. Policies are being produced with guidance from an independent 
consultant and a bid for another grant is being prepared. 
 

13 Parish field, allotments and spinney licence 
13.1 The Parish Council has received the definitive 10-year licence which had already been 

discussed, amended and agreed between The Trust and Councillors, and set at a 
peppercorn rent. 

13.2 Councillor Dobson proposed accepting the licence. This was seconded by Councillor 
Whyman, all were agreed. It was decided to sign the licence at the end of the meeting. 

 
14 Parish Field picnic tables 

14.1 There was agreement on this and the clerk was asked to get quotes for 4 or 5 picnic 
tables and benches for the Parish Field. 
 

15 Parking on Bridge Street 
15.1 Councillor Whyman had received a phone call complaining about parking on the Bridge 

Street grass verge outside No. 8. Although the parking along the verges is an eyesore, no 
cars have been noted parking regularly on the verge in front of No 8. It was agreed that, 
providing parked vehicles do not cause an obstruction or a hazard on the highway or to 
pedestrians there is little that the PC can do at present. Councillor Whyman asked the 
Clerk to write to the occupant of No 8. to advise her that the matter had been discussed. 
In order to tidy up the area opposite to the Parish Field, he also requested the Clerk to 
enquire about the options for creating proper hard-standing for parking along those verges, 
and that the matter be placed on the agenda for the November meeting. 

15.2 It was resolved that: The clerk contacts WCC highways about the problem and writes to 
Mrs Bloxham to say what has been done. 
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16 Telephone box 

16.1 Councillor Dobson said this was an eyesore. The Clerk offered to take some glass panels 
to get a quote for replacement. 

16.2 Councillor Schroeder suggested getting two quotes from professional companies to 
refurbish the box. We may then be able to get a grant from somewhere. All were agreed. 
 

17 Internal audit procedures 
17.1 The clerk reported that WALC had said that our internal auditing procedures were fine. 

 
18 Clerk’s expenses, cost of scanning the Halcrow report on navigation 

18.1 Councillor Whyman proposed accepting these and this was seconded by Councillor 
Dobson. All were agreed. 
 

19 Financial position 
19.1 For information. 

 
20 Exchange of information 

20.1 There is a meeting with WCC Highways in October to discuss road safety. 
20.2 Cars parked on the road do slow traffic but sometimes cause danger for children crossing 

the road. 
Meeting closed at 21.00pm  

John Dunkerton (September 29th 2017) 
 
Dates of next meetings for 2017:  Nov 8th. 


