
Hampton Lucy Parish Council 
 
(Minutes of meeting held on November 8th 2017 in the village hall – the meeting opened at 19.32pm) 

Present – Councillors Schroeder, Dobson, Whyman, Matthews and McKenna together with 8 members of 
the public. 

1. Welcome to new councillors 
1.1 Councillor Schroeder welcomed Councillors McKenna and Matthews. 
 

2. Public open session 15 minutes (Councillor Schroeder) 
2.1 A member of the public again suggested that it would be a good idea to have more than five 

councillors on Hampton Lucy Parish Council. It could reduce the workload but if agreed, it 
would not happen until 2019. Councillor Schroeder asked why it was relevant now, the reply 
being that it had been raised before. Councillor Matthews asked if it was a problem, the reply 
being that NALC had recommended a minimum of seven councillors. It would also be easier to 
fill vacancies at elections. 

2.2 The same member of the public asked if the Council could review its response to a previous 
planning application. Councillor Schroeder replied that there had been no material change 
and no reason to alter the decision. The member of the public felt that the new councillors 
might have a view but Councillor Whyman confirmed that the decision had been made after 
discussion. 

2.3 Another member of the public said that £1000 had been spent on the village hall floor and 
there was more to do on the lights and the curtains. It was hoped that the Parish Council 
would continue to support the village hall as it had done in the past. 
 

3. Declarations of acceptance 
2.1 These were signed by Councillors Matthews and McKenna. 
  

4. New Code of Conduct 
4.1 Councillor Schroeder confirmed that the new Code of Conduct was based on that of Stratford 

District Council. Councillor Dobson proposed accepting it and this was seconded by Councillor 
Whyman. All were in agreement. 

 
5. Declarations of interest (new Code of Conduct) 

5.1 Councillors Whyman and Schroeder gave their DPI forms to the clerk. 
 

6. Apologies for absence 
6.1 Peter Richards was on honeymoon. The council sent its best wishes to Councillor Richards and 

his new wife. 
 

7. Declarations of interest 
7.1 Councillor Whyman read out the following statement: 
7.2 In line with the SDC Code of Conduct guidelines, and with reference to the SDC definitions of 

'interests', I have been consistent by not disclosing any ‘pecuniary or non-pecuniary interest’ 
with respect to Valefresco Ltd and /or Mr Mauro. For clarification, and on two separate 
occasions, I consulted Phil Grafton, Head of Governance and Democracy, and Monitoring 
Officer for SDC for his view, the first of those conversations being prior to the HLPC Planning 
Meeting on 16 December, 2016. On both occasions, his reply supported my view.  I needn’t 
quote both – they are very similar. His latest response reads: “Quite clearly, the Code does 
not require Councillors to disclose personal interests unless those interests actually exist as a 
matter of law and fact. In my view, there is insufficient evidence to suggest that Councillor 
Whyman has such an interest in relation to Valefresco or Mr Mauro; at most Mr Mauro is an 
acquaintance.” 

  
 



Hampton Lucy Parish Council 
 
8. To approve the minutes of the September 13th meeting. 

8.1 Councillor Whyman proposed accepting the minutes for September 13th and this was seconded 
by Councillor Dobson. All were agreed. 

8.2 The minutes were signed by the Chair. 
 

9. County Councillor Anne Parry 
9.1 WCC Grants - there were no applications received from Hampton Lucy organisations in 

respect of this year’s Community Fund, which now is an enlarged area including Snitterfield 
and Bearley, and means the same amount of funding from the £5k pot has to go much 
further. This year’s results will be announced in December. 

9.2 White Lining of Roads - concerns were raised about the importance of renewing the white 
lining areas in Hampton Lucy with Sam Hansen at WCC and he has advised this will be carried 
out by the highways maintenance team. Mike McDonnell is also looking into this. 

9.3 Safer Route to Schools- Hampton Lucy has been put forward for the Safer Route to Schools 
programme and WCC are considering the introduction of a flashing sign to reduce vehicle 
speeds to 20mph during school opening and closing times which then reverts to a generic slow 
speeding sign.  There will be more details in due course. 

9.4 Children’s Centres- Councillor Parry has been continuing to support the retention of 
‘Wellies’, the Children’s Centre in Wellesbourne which is under threat of closure.  Parish 
councillors will be advised of any future news in this respect. 

9.5 Councillor Schroeder thanked Councillor Parry for the action on the new road markings and 
confirmed that he and Councillor Whyman had met with a representative from WCC 
Highways. 

9.6 Councillor Schroeder reported that Warwick District Council is spending £15 000 on the Avon 
Navigation Scheme. Councillor Parry said that she was not aware of this and that this was 
Peter Richards’ responsibility. 

9.7 Councillor Schroeder also said that in 2004, there was a 2 day public debate on this scheme 
and that WCC had rejected it. Councillor Parry was also unaware of this. 

9.8 While grateful for the improved road markings, Councillor Whyman suggested that the centre 
lines also needed repainting. 

 
10. District Councillor Peter Richards 

10.1 Absent, no report sent. 
 

11 Payment authorisations 
11.1 It was pointed out that the precept will have to rise next year to cover the considerable 

increase in the election expenses. 
11.2 Councillor Whyman wanted to know why we have to pay office staff for routine work when 

they are already there in post. 
11.3 The payment was authorised, together with £150 for removing dead trees from the spinney 

and the playing field. 
11.4 A member of the public suggested asking for a receipt from Stratford District Council. 

 
12 Navigation along the River Avon between Warwick and Stratford. 

12.1 The Avon Navigation Trust (ANT) has commissioned two feasibility studies and a socio-
economic assessment. WDC has agreed to this and WDC, SDC and WCC are each putting 
forward £15 000. 

12.2 Councillor Schroeder is writing to the riparian owners to update them and a draft letter has 
been circulated. Councillor Matthews proposed accepting this letter and this was seconded by 
Councillor Dobson. 
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12.3 Councillor Dobson proposed that the Parish Council object to the navigation scheme. There 
will be huge problems for the safety of the deer at Charlecote. 

12.4 Councillor McKenna suggested that we need to get all the information first. 
12.5 Councillor Matthews said that it must not be prejudged but at present, there seems little 

benefit to the parish. 
12.6 Councillor Whyman agreed with Councillor Dobson saying that the mill as it is could be closed 

if this went ahead. We needed to make a stand. 
12.7 Councillor Schroeder reminded the meeting that in the neighbourhood plan survey, 59% had 

opposed the scheme. However, this was only a ‘snapshot in time’ and we should work against 
this scheme once more details become available. Personally, he was against the scheme at 
present. 

12.8 Councillor Dobson proposed that ‘at this moment in time with the neighbourhood plan 
results, Hampton Lucy Parish Council is against the navigation scheme’. There was no 
seconder. Councillor Schroeder felt that a more carefully worded proposal including the 
views of the riparian owners was needed.  

12.9 Councillor Matthews asked if another survey was needed. It was suggested that there may be 
some merit in the adjoining parishes working together to assess the proposal when published 
and to pool resources avoiding repetition and for maximum impact. It was agreed that this 
was sensible. 

 
13 Road Safety 

13.1 There had been a meeting with Mike McDonnell from WCC Highways and the white lines at 
junctions had been repainted. 

13.2 There is no justification for a 20mph limit. If it was implemented, it would cost the Parish 
Council £8 000. Councillor Schroeder said that he would approach NFU mutual to ask for a 
contribution. 
 

14 Winter gritting routes 
14.1 The clerk gave out the gritting route map. There was no change from previous years. 

 
15 Kerb damage in Bridge Street 

15.1 Valefresco have offered to repair this damage. 
 

16 Valefresco traffic meeting 
16.1 All the Parish Councillors met with Ian Hammond, the new operations director of Valefresco, 

at an informal meeting on the 7th November. It explored ways for Valefresco to work with 
the community to minimise traffic issues with Ian Hammond being very helpful and engaged. 
Valefresco was also aware that the manner of the driving of minibuses taking workers from 
Old Pastures Farm to other farms had caused concerns and was working to resolve these 
issues. 

16.2 Valefresco are not responsible for the haulage companies and they have been asked to follow 
a prescribed route sent out to them. Ian Hammond asked if parishioners could take photos or 
registration numbers of offending lorries and send them to him. Valefresco is also tightening 
up on driver training and next season, all farm vehicles will be fitted with trackers, i.e. the 
vans and minibuses. 

16.3 Councillor McKenna said that Valefresco are not allowed to take the minibuses to other 
places of work. Councillor Schroeder replied, saying that this was a planning matter for the 
planning committee to consider. He had not had time to look at the facts as the email had 
arrived just before the meeting. The clerk suggested that this should have been a separate 
agenda item but there had not been enough notice. 
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16.4 Councillor Matthews said there needed to be a planning meeting to discuss this. 
 

17 Finance and Planning Committees 
17.1 Councillor McKenna will be on the Finance Committee and Councillor Matthews on the 

Planning Committee. If any councillor cannot attend a meeting, another may be nominated as 
a replacement. 

At this point, six people left the meeting. 

18 New General Data Protection regulations 
18.1 There are new EU regulations on this but the full details are not yet available. There is a 

WALC course in March 2018. 
 

19 Neighbourhood Plan update 
19.1 A grant of £7 100 has just been received. The policies are being written and will go into the 

draft plan to be considered at an open meeting. The consultant is being used for this. 
19.2 Councillor Whyman was uneasy about the membership of the neighbourhood plan group since 

only one person actually lives in the village. There should be another councillor on the 
committee. Councillor Schroeder replied saying that three people did at least live in the 
parish.  

19.3 Councillor Dobson reminded the meeting that the neighbourhood plan must come to the 
Parish Council for approval. 

 
20 Parish Field, Allotments and Spinney licence. 

20.1  The signed copies of the licence have still not arrived from Wright Hassall. 
 

21 Spinney hedge and dead trees 
21.1 The clerk reported that a new hedge was being planted in the spinney, courtesy of the village 

enhancement group and that the dead trees in the spinney and playing field had been 
removed. 

 
22 Stratford Road Fence by The Spinney 

22.1 The clerk updated the meeting by reporting that Persimmon homes had still not replaced the 
high fence with a lower one. This was supposed to be done last September. Not only is it 
upsetting for the Stratford road residents but the affected Spinney residents want it done 
soon so that they can get on and plant trees and shrubs at the bottom of their gardens. 

 
23 Parish Field Picnic tables 

23.1 Quotes for some picnic tables were shown to the Council. These could be considered by the 
Finance Committee in January when the precept is set. 

 
24 Memorial bench in the Playing Field 

24.1 A memorial bench is being placed in the Playing Field in memory of Aaron who was killed in a 
car accident. The Parish Council has given permission for this and agreed that is a very nice 
idea. 

 
25 Telephone box update 

25.1 This needs refurbishing urgently and could cost at least £5 000 if done professionally. It was 
suggested that this could be done by parishioners themselves but the Grapevine advert only 
resulted in one volunteer. Perhaps the Village Enhancement group could take this over.   

25.2 The clerk reminded the meeting that this has been going on for over 6 years. 
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26 Village Hall update 

26.1 Councillor Dobson reported that there is no Parish Council representative on the Village Hall 
Steering committee at present. Councillor Dobson proposed Councillor Matthews and this was 
seconded by Councillor Schroeder.  

26.2 It was resolved that: The clerk to let Alison Harrison know about the new representative. 
26.3 Councillor Schroeder and Ken Cockshull have visited Southam Village Hall; they have applied 

for a variety of grants. Perhaps the Parish Council can help the Village Hall apply for grants. 
 

27 Website update, Planning, Finance and Accounts 
27.1 There was a brief update on this and a meeting of the Finance Committee is needed soon to 

discuss and set the precept. 
 

28 Number of councillors on Hampton Lucy Parish Council 
28.1 Councillors Dobson and McKenna agreed that there ought to be seven councillors rather than 

five but Councillor Whyman preferred the status quo. Councillor Matthews felt that it might 
be difficult to get seven people to stand and Councillor Schroeder agreed that we may not 
get sufficient people.  

28.2 It was resolved that: The clerk to contact SDC to find out about the process. 
 

29 Councillor responsibilities 
29.1 Councillor Schroeder will be responsible for the Parish Field and Allotments, Councillors 

Whyman and Dobson the Playing Field. 
 

30 Parish Clerk hours update 
30.1 The clerk updated the council with his hours of work. The contract states 180 minutes per 

week and it is currently running at 195 minutes per week after keeping records for over 18 
months.  

30.2 Councillors thanked the clerk for his work. 
 

31 Financial position 
31.1 This was for information and it is clear that the budget is very tight, due to the unexpectedly 

large election bill. 

At 21.30pm, Councillor McKenna left the meeting due to a prior engagement. 

32 Exchange of information 
32.1 A member of the public again highlighted the number of councillors. Snitterfield increased 

the number of councillors and they have never had to have a contested election in the 10 
years that this person had been a councillor at Snitterfield. 

32.2 The neighbourhood plan might benefit from ideas from Snitterfield. 
 

Meeting closed at 21.34pm  
John Dunkerton (November 21st 2017) 
 

Dates of next meetings for 2018:  January 10th, March 14th, May 9th (Annual Parish Meeting), July 
11th, September 12th and November 14th. 


