
Hampton Lucy Parish Council 
 
(Minutes of meeting held on May 9th 2018 in the village hall – the meeting opened at 19.30pm) 

Present – Councillors Schroeder, Dobson, Whyman, Matthews and McKenna together with 4 members of 
the public. 

1. Election of Chairperson 
1.1 Councillor Dobson nominated Councillor Schroeder and this was seconded by Councillor 

Whyman. All were in favour and Councillor Matthews said that Councillor Schroeder had been a 
great Chairperson. 

1.2 Councillor Schroeder signed the declaration of acceptance. 
 

2. Election of Vice Chairperson 
2.1 Councillor McKenna nominated Councillor Matthews but there was no seconder. 
2.2 Councillor Whyman nominated Councillor Dobson and this was seconded by Councillor 

Schroeder.  
2.3 The vote was two in favour and two against so Councillor Schroeder used his casting vote and 

declared Councillor Dobson Vice Chairperson. 
2.4 Councillor Dobson signed the declaration of acceptance. 

 
3. Declarations of interest 

3.1 None 
 

4. Public Open Session 
4.1 The Valefresco agent said that Valefresco are talking to the National Trust about mitigating 

some of the impact of the last application for polytunnels and someone will be coming to talk 
to the Parish Council about this. A second application is being considered and is being 
prepared. 

4.2 Councillor Schroeder asked about the time scale and the reply was in the next couple of 
months. 

4.3 Councillor Matthews wanted to know if it was the same sort of application as before and the 
agent believed that it would be. 

 
5. Apologies for absence 

5.1 Councillor Richards. Councillor Parry will arrive at 8pm. 
 

6. To approve the minutes of the 2018 March 12th, April 5th and 18th meetings. 
6.1 Councillor Whyman proposed accepting all the three sets of minutes and this was seconded by 

Councillor Dobson. All were agreed and the minutes were duly signed. 
  

7. Brodie Associates’ response to concerns raised at the March 12th meeting 
7.1 The Valefresco agent read out an email that had been sent to the clerk in response to 

questions from the Chair at the last meeting.  
7.2 Councillor Matthews said that the problems were more about the traffic going through the 

village and the accommodation should not have been for sending workers to other areas. 
7.3 Councillor Schroeder wanted to know how Valefresco was managing at the present time. The 

agent replied by saying that workers were being brought in from the wider area. This will then 
have to carry on if the current application is refused. The agent confirmed that Valefresco is 
abiding by the current planning conditions. 
 

8. Review of Standing Orders and other Policies 
8.1 The clerk reported that the standing orders had been amended to take into account the new 

Code of Conduct, Complaints procedure and Vexatious Complaints policy. 

The Valefresco agent then left the meeting. 
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8.2 The clerk suggested that the £1000 limit on expenditure resulting in three quotes being 
needed was too low. It meant delays in getting things done on the playing field and this might 
lead to Health & Safety problems. 

8.3 Councillor Matthews suggested more than £1000 and Councillor Dobson proposed up to £2000 
in agreement with the councillors responsible for the playing field but only in an emergency. 
These councillors and the clerk would decide. 

8.4 It was resolved that: The clerk amends the standing orders accordingly and brings them to the 
next meeting. 

 
9. Dates and times of Parish Council meetings 

9.1 Councillors Richards and Parry had suggested that Mondays would be better for meetings 
because it would be easier for them to attend. 

9.2 Councillor Whyman thought that it was a good idea and proposed accepting it. This was 
seconded by Councillor McKenna and all were agreed. The Standing Orders would therefore 
need altering. 

9.3 It was resolved that: The clerk would alter the Standing Orders accordingly and bring them to 
the next meeting. 
 

10 Hampton Lucy Parish Council Self-Assessment 
10.1 The clerk reported that he had done his but since some councillors had not, this would have to 

be discussed at the next meeting. 
 

11 Policy on recording of meetings 
11.1 Councillor Schroeder explained the basis behind the policy and Councillor Matthews had 

suggested that people ought to be informed beforehand. 
11.2 Councillor Whyman proposed accepting this policy. This was seconded by Councillor Dobson 

and all were agreed. 
 

12 New Code of Conduct - Gifts & Hospitality, Social Media Policy and Parish & Town Councillor role 
12.1 The Stratford District Council Code of Conduct has been adopted but there are three other 

sets of guidance to consider, namely Gifts & Hospitality, Social Media Policy and Parish & Town 
Councillor roles. 

12.2 Councillor Schroeder proposed accepting these. This was seconded by Councillor Dobson and 
all were agreed. 
  

13 District Councillor Peter Richards. 
13.1 The 2017/18 Council year has been an eventful one with huge amounts of work undertaken by 

members and officers and significant progress made on various policies and the 
implementation of those policies. 

13.2 To get the year underway the Council were given the go ahead by the Planning Inspectorate to 
adopt our Community Infrastructure Levy policy which is now considered and applied to all 
planning applications across the district. The Levy allows the Council to collect a level of 
funding that will be used to provide and improve on the existing infrastructure across the 
district. That funding stream is available to Parish Councils, particularly those with an adopted 
Neighbourhood Plan, to apply to specific infrastructure projects within their Parishes. I would 
encourage you all to advise me of such projects and I can champion those, on your behalf, 
through the process. Very soon after CIL adoption the Council agreed to a series of 
infrastructure projects, ranging from transport, tourism, enterprise and regeneration, with the 
view to drawing up business cases for each project and applying for funding to deliver on those 
projects. Since then five projects have progressed and indeed we expect the delivery of a bike 
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hire scheme in the town and provision of electrification for car charging across the main 
market towns in the district. 

13.3 In the summer, National Government announced a funding pot under the title Housing and 
Infrastructure Fund, which would provide Councils a level of funding to unlock housing sites 
through the delivery of necessary infrastructure. Despite advice suggesting we shouldn’t apply, 
I am pleased to say that the Council were successful in receiving £13.48m of funding in the 
first phase and have been shortlisted for a further £40m of funding in the second phase. These 
are the highest levels of funding ever received by this Council and will be used towards much 
needed infrastructure in the District. 

13.4 Towards the end of 2017, the final draft Transport Strategy was made public, with due 
considerations having been given to the consultation responses received from the public. The 
strategy was presented to full Council in April and after a healthy debate it was endorsed, 
having removed reference to the Eastern Relief Road. The County Council have since adopted 
the plan and we now turn our focus to the delivery of the policies contained within. 

13.5 At the same meeting the Council members unanimously agreed to the progression and delivery 
of a Wholly Owned Housing company. This has provided the Council Cabinet with the authority 
to establish a housing company that will delivery not only much needed housing and affordable 
housing for residents but a steady income stream to the Council that will be used to improve 
the services provided whilst maintaining the current level of council tax. 

13.6 More recently the Council has undergone a significant change in its leadership. At the AGM on 
16th May a new Leader was appointed following the resignation of Cllr Chris Saint. The new 
Leader is Cllr Tony Jefferson and he is accompanied by Cllr Mark Cargill as his deputy. With 
this change comes further change to our Cabinet. Personally, I will continue to be a Cabinet 
member, however my remit has changed. I am now responsible for the Health, Wellbeing and 
Housing portfolio which enable me to continue with a large portion of my existing remit, with 
the addition of the Health and Wellbeing Strategy. Infrastructure will now be overseen by Cllr 
Mark Cargill along with Transformation and Corporate Strategy. Services for the Community is 
continued by Cllr Mike Brain, Business, Tourism and ICT will be taken over by Cllr Maurice 
Howse, Resources and Property remains with Cllr Lynda Organ, Planning and Building Services 
has been handed back to Cllr Daren Pemberton, and Governance and Democracy has been 
presented to Cllr Stephen Thirlwell. So, a significant change to the make-up of our Leadership 
Group. It is the new Leaders intention to maintain some continuity during the transition phase 
before making further positive change as we move into the later part of the year and into the 
next Council term. 

13.7 As an update on the Avon Navigation project, PBA have now completed their stakeholder 
meetings and will be incorporating their findings into their final report. The next step is for 
the steering group to meet with the LEP (one of the likely funding sources should the socio-
economic report come back with a positive) to conduct an "Impact Workshop". That will 
happen on the 7th June.  Following that the final report is expected back from PBA in the 
week commencing 25th June. If we are happy the report has been completed in full, it will be 
accepted and taken to cabinet for further discussion. If not, we will ask for further work to be 
undertaken prior to cabinet consideration. 
 

14 County Councillor Anne Parry 
14.1 WCC Safer Routes to School Scheme - I am delighted to announce that Hampton Lucy School 

is to be included in the current WCC Safer Routes to School Scheme and will see improvements 
to overcome traffic speeds near the school and safer crossings at a budgeted cost of £10k in 
2018/2019. Further details on the proposals are yet to be discussed but will involve the Head 
teacher of the school and the parish council through myself in conjunction with WCC.  
Pot Holes - Pot holes have increasingly become a serious road safety issue, particularly in view 
of the bad winter which has hit Warwickshire.  However, the county has received extra 
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funding to help tackle the problem – a sum of £1.4 million as part of a £100 million funding pot 
announced by transport Chris Grayling.  It’s therefore important to report any pot holes via 
the WCC website and also alert myself so that I can chase the maintenance department. 
Community Grant - The community grants for 2018/19 have been increased and therefore the 
Parish Council and respective community groups are encouraged to identify a worthy cause 
which could benefit from a grant of £500 - £1000 this coming year. 
Adult Social Care and Health - As a member of the Adult Social Care and Health team I have 
been extensively involved in a Task and Finish Group looking at GP Services throughout the 
County and our findings are being presented to next ASCH Meeting on Wednesday 9th May.  It 
is widely known that GP Services are extremely stretched at present; however the issue 
continues to be compounded by no-shows from patients and those booking appointments for 
minor ailments which could otherwise be dealt with by the local pharmacy. 
Wellesbourne Fire Station - I attended an induction event on 1st May 2018 at the 
Wellesbourne Fire Station and had the privilege of meeting the retained fire and rescue team 
and was shown round one of their new appliances.  The division is fortunate to have its own 
retained fire station. 
Wellesbourne and Kineton Community Forum - The Community Forum is being held on 
Thursday 7th June at St. Peter’s Church Rooms from 6.30pm and although Hampton Lucy is not 
part of this particular forum it still may be of interest to parish councillors and villagers in 
view of the presentation by its two speakers which includes: Philip Seccombe, the Crime and 
Police Commissioner for Warwickshire and Dr Martin Read Jones who will be providing an 
update on the new medical centre in Wellesbourne.  Or alternatively does the PC have any 
questions they may wish to pose through myself? 
Stratford on Avon Transport Strategy - The SDC approved Transport Strategy will be 
presented to WCC Cabinet on 9th May 2018 and the plans includes the amendment to omit the 
proposals for an Eastern Relief Road, which would increase traffic movements to Wellesbourne 
and the surrounding villages and inevitably encourage more development in the area. Only this 
afternoon has the Eastern Relief Road been removed from the plan. 

14.2 Councillor Schroeder asked if Warwickshire County Council could still keep it in the plan and 
Councillor Parry said that she would check but in her view, ‘we really don’t need the Eastern 
Relief Road’. Councillor Dobson wondered why the A429 was not made into a dual 
carriageway. Anne Parry replied that they were trying to keep traffic out of Stratford Town 
Centre. 

14.3 Councillor Whyman reported a huge pothole at the junction of Snitterfield Street and Church 
Street, on the cycle route. Councillor Parry said that she would look into it. 

14.4 Councillor Schroeder described a serious accident on the A429 at the junction of the 
Charlecote Road. Some people overtake in this area regardless of the right turn lane from 
Barford into Charlecote. There should be a traffic island and Highways ought to be contacted. 
He also reported that WCC Highways had just rejected Hampton Lucy’s request for a 20mph 
speed limit. 

14.5 Councillor Matthews asked if the ‘Safer Routes to School’ would influence this. 
 

15 Neighbourhood plan update 
15.1 Councillor Schroeder reported that a draft document had been produced and eventually 

there will be a consultation period, the results of which the neighbourhood plan group would 
then consider. Snitterfield had about 72 responses out of 630, about 11%. The Parish Council 
will now have an informal meeting to consider the draft document. Councillor Schroeder 
stressed that the neighbourhood plan could not tell people what to do, an example being the 
policy on polytunnels. 

15.2 Councillor Schroeder went on to thank the three other members of the neighbourhood plan 
group, namely Jackie Williams, Sue Main and Cathy Kimberley. 
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15.3 Councillor Matthews reminded the meeting that half of Charlecote Mill is actually in the 
Hampton Lucy Parish. 

15.4 The clerk volunteered to write the background and policy on Biodiversity for the parish as a 
whole. 
 

16 Creation of a new woodland in the Hampton Lucy area 
16.1 The clerk explained that an anonymous benefactor had contacted Warwickshire County Council 

about donating money for the creation of woodland in the Hampton Lucy area, about 2 
hectares within 5 miles of the village. All it needs is a friendly landowner. 

16.2 Councillor Whyman proposed accepting this offer and this was seconded by Councillor 
Schroeder, all were agreed. 
 

17 17/01594/FUL - Avon Lodge Ryon Hill / 17/03661/FUL - Land Adjacent River Avon (to be 
discussed at a future Planning Committee meeting). 

 
18 Internal Audit 

18.1 This has been done by Guy Wakeley. Councillor Schroeder proposed thanking Guy for his work. 
This was seconded by Councillor Whyman and all were agreed. 
It was resolved that: The clerk to write to Guy, thanking him for his help. 

 
19 Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR2) 2017/18 

19.1  This was signed by the Clerk and Chair. 
 

20 Annual accounting statements 
20.1 These were circulated and then signed by the Chair and the clerk. 
20.2 All annual return information will now be put on the Hampton Lucy website. 

 
21 Transparency Code grant, Parish Council Laptop 

21.1 This was explained by the clerk and some estimates were circulated. All were agreed, with the 
proviso that any passwords are shared with the Chair in case anything happens to the clerk. 
 

22 Financial Position (Bank Statements) - April 30th 
22.1 This was briefly discussed and the clerk confirmed that the current reserves did not include 

any neighbourhood plan funds. 
 

23 Exchange of information. 
23.1 There are still some concerns about traffic speeds. 
23.2 One member of the public asked if residents would be consulted about the proposed 

woodland. However, this clearly depends on the landowner in the first instance. 
23.3 The same member of the public asked if the standing orders would be put on the website. The 

clerk asked if Snitterfield Parish Council’s standing orders were on their website. The reply 
was that they were not. 
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Annual Parish Meeting 

1 Chairperson’s Annual report. 
1.1 The Chair read out his Annual Report. There were no questions. 
 
Introduction 
Although this agenda item is ‘Chairman’s Annual Report’, I consider it to be Hampton Lucy Parish 
Council’s Annual Report given by the Council chairman. 
 
Councillor Changes 
In July 2017, Councillors Ewan Rayment and Phil Heron resigned as Councillors because of pressure 
of work and I would like to thank them for their contribution to the Parish Council during their 
time as Councillors. As a result of requests from parishioners for an election, a by-election was 
called by SDC. There were four candidates for two vacancies, and the election was held on the last 
day of August. The two successful candidates were Lizzie McKenna and Carol Matthews and they 
have been active Councillors since their election. 
Your Parish Council was charged nearly £2000 by SDC for the election which was a substantial 
increase in cost since the previous by-election. Our Clerk worked hard to get this figure reduced 
but without success. This high cost has had a knock-on effect on the Council’s 2018/19 budget as I 
will explain next. 
  
2018/19 Precept 
All parish councils’ main source of income comes from adding a precept to the Council Tax levied 
by the local authority. For many years our precept has been significantly below the average for all 
of SDC’s parish councils. For this financial year we have had to increase the precept above the rate 
of inflation which has taken it slightly above the average by about 5%. This increase is to cover 
future costs that have been identified and will be incurred through this financial year and into the 
next and to rebuild the contingency reserves that were depleted by last year’s by-election. These 
future costs include the charges for the Parish Council election due next year, repairs to the 
playing field equipment and starting a fund to replace the type of sodium lights in the village that 
will no longer be available after 2020. 
The playing field equipment is mainly made from wood and some of it will need repairing or 
replacing over the next year or two and your Council has decided to be prudent and ensure that 
there is sufficient funds to cover this essential work. The alternative would be to remove the 
defective equipment and that was considered by us to be unacceptable. 
 
The Parish Field 
The Council has been granted a ten-year licence by the owners, the Elizabeth Creake Trust, to 
occupy the land adjacent to the school known as the Parish Field and use it for the benefit of the 
village. As well as now being formally responsible for maintaining the field, we are now required to 
manage the two allotment areas owned by the Trust. I would like to thank Carol Matthews for 
drawing up an allotment agreement and for Jeremy Whyman’s offer to collect the rents and 
monitor their use. 
  
Neighbourhood Plan 
The Neighbourhood Plan Group has been drafting what is known as the pre-consultation 
Neighbourhood Development Plan. When this is complete it will be delivered to every property and 
business in the parish. Parishioners will then have the opportunity to comment on the draft plan 
and to help them understand it there will be an open day and briefing sessions. This will be the 
first part of a comprehensive approval process. 
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On behalf of the Council I would like to thank Sue Main, Cathy Kimberley and Jackie Williams, who 
along with myself are the members of the Neighbourhood Plan group. They are working very hard 
to write a comprehensive document that covers all aspects of the possible future developments in 
the parish. 
 
Road Safety 
I think that most parish residents, particularly those that live in Hampton Lucy itself, are aware of 
the increasing amount of traffic that passes through the village. As Wellesbourne gets bigger and 
congestion in Stratford becomes worse, more drivers are using the roads through Hampton Lucy as 
a Stratford bypass. Your Council is working with the Warwickshire County Council roads section to 
identify options to increase road safety, particularly in the village. One of the options being 
investigated is reducing the 30mph speed limit to 20mph. 
The Council was very pleased to learn in the last few days that Hampton Lucy School has been 
included in the 2018/19 ‘School Safety Zones and Safer Routes to School’ programme and that 
£10,000 has been allocated to fund any work identified. On behalf of the Council I would like to 
thank Cllr. Anne Parry for her work in getting our school included in this programme. 
  
River Avon Navigation 
Stratford-on-Avon District Council in conjunction with Warwick District Council and the Avon 
Navigation Trust has initiated a project to open the River Avon between Alveston Weir and the 
Grand Union canal at Warwick to navigation. The first stage of the project is to carry out a Socio-
Economic Study and SDC has employed Peter Brett Associates to carry out the study. 
Based on the results of the 2016 Neighbourhood Plan Survey when 59% of respondents said they 
were against the opening up of the river through Hampton Lucy to navigation the Council is 
opposing the project. 
After lobbying our District Councillor, Peter Richards, this Council was included on the list of 
consultees and I had a 90 minute meeting with the Director leading the study and his senior 
economist. The Director listened well and took a lot of notes. One interesting statement made by 
him and confirmed by him when I asked him to repeat it was ‘This project is a non-starter based 
solely on the opening up of the river to navigation’, there is no economic case to be made for it. 
However if the project draws in investment in new business development and tourism to the 
Stratford and Warwick areas a financial case could be made. In response to being asked for 
examples of what sort of business could be attracted he said boatyards, marinas, riverside leisure 
developments and riverside housing. We have been warned! 
 
One interesting fact that has come to light during the Council’s research into the proposed project 
is that the parish boundary diverts away from the centre of the river immediately on the north side 
of the road bridge and runs through the centre of the mill. One mill wheel is in Hampton Lucy and 
the other is in Charlecote! The Parish Council will continue to work with our neighbouring parishes 
and local interested parties such as the mill and the National Trust to prepare a sound case for 
opposing the project if it proceeds into the next stage. 
  
Parish Clerk 
In 2016, the Parish Clerk began the CiLCA course, the Certificate in Local Council Administration. 
This is a Level three portfolio based course covering topics such as Health & Safety, Law and 
Finance. Once qualified, this will enable the council to attain the General Power of Competence 
under the 2011 Localism Act, enabling it to be much more innovative. 
So far, the Clerk has completed Unit 2, the largest unit (Law and Procedures) and has taken on 
board suggested improvements from the tutor. He has also completed Unit 1 (Core Roles) and now 
needs to finish Unit 3 (Finance), Unit 4 (Management) and Unit 5 (Community Engagement). He also 
needs to register with SLCC to submit the work and has 12 months to complete. 
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The Council fully supports our Clerk in his goal to obtain this qualification and appreciates that all 
his studies are being carried out in his own time. We wish him well. 
On behalf of the Council I would like to thank the Clerk for all the work he does for us and the 
parish. It is not the easiest of roles and to fit all that he has to do into three hours a week deserves 
our thanks. 
 
Thanks 
Finally, on behalf of the Council, I would like to thank everyone who has made a contribution in 
any way to the working of the Council. It would be wrong to pick out any particular names so I will 
say thank you to all of you, we appreciate all your contributions. 
 
Chris Schroeder (Chairperson, Hampton Lucy Parish Council) 

 
2 Items from Parishioners 

2.1 None 
 

Meeting closed at 21.01pm  
John Dunkerton (May 24th 2018) 

 
Dates of next meetings for 2018:  July 9th, September 10th and November 10th. 
 

(Please note that Parish Council meetings are now on a Monday evening). 


