
Hampton Lucy Parish Council 
 
(Minutes of meeting held on July 9th 2018 in the village hall – the meeting opened at 19.45pm) 

Present – Councillors Schroeder, Dobson, Matthews and McKenna together with 6 members of the public. 

1. Public Open Session 
1.1 A member of the public asked why item 26 was on the agenda and the Chair replied that he could 

not give any details because it was confidential.  
1.2 Councillor Matthews said that any confidential minutes could not be distributed but the Chair said 

that was not his understanding and asked the Clerk for clarification. The Clerk reported that he 
had no idea but he would check with John Crossling at WALC. 

1.3 The Chair replied that the Clerk would not be suspended because it was not in the ACAS code and 
was not a dismissible offence. The Chair went on to say that it was not appropriate to discuss it 
further. 

1.4 Another member of the public questioned the Council’s previous decision to raise the threshold to 
£2000 before three quotes are needed for playing field repairs and queried the idea of acting in 
an emergency for Health & Safety reasons. 

1.5 It was resolved that: This item be put on the next agenda. 
1.6 Another member of the public spoke about concerns, namely: 

i) Parish Councillors nor doing their job and bringing their own agendas to meetings; 
ii) Getting more members of the public to attend meetings; 
iii) The recent resignation of a councillor; 
iv) The transparency and openness of the forthcoming co-option process; 
v) The apparent linking of the Clerk’s pay to disciplinary issues. 

1.7 The person went on to say that the proposed woodland was a fantastic opportunity for the village. 
1.8 Councillor Schroeder replied to say that he did not know what the final outcome of the woodland 

would be. As for item 26, the Council would follow ACAS guidelines. 
1.9 Councillor Matthews agreed with the parishioner to say that we do need more parishioners at the 

meetings. As for the woodland, there was some confusion over this. 
1.10 Another parishioner said that he would be watching Item 26 closely. 

 
2. Apologies for absence 

2.1 Councillor Anne Parry.  
 

3. Declarations of interest 
3.1 None  

4. To approve the minutes of the May 9th and May 16th planning meetings. 
4.1 Councillor Dobson proposed accepting the May 9th minutes. This was seconded by Councillor 

McKenna and all were agreed. 
4.2 Councillor Schroeder proposed accepting the May 16th planning minutes. This was seconded by 

Councillor McKenna and all were agreed. 
4.3 The Clerk pointed out that Councillor McKenna was not at the May 16th meeting so the proposal 

was seconded by Councillor Matthews. 
 

5. Identification of any agenda items that should be discussed and be resolved in a confidential session 
from which the public are excluded. 
5.1 Councillor Schroeder proposed that agenda items be discussed in private. This was seconded by 

Councillor Dobson. 
5.2 It was resolved that: Items 26 and 27 be discussed in private. 
 

6. Resignation of Councillor Whyman. 
6.1 Jeremy Whyman has recently resigned as a Parish Councillor after serving since elected in March 

2016, this was his second period as he was also Councillor from 2011 – 2013. As a Councillor he 
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took on the responsibility, jointly with the Parish Clerk, for the safety inspections of the 
children’s play items in the King George V field. Since the Parish Council become responsible for 
managing the allotments in the Parish Field next to the river and the ones adjacent to the village 
hall, Jeremy volunteered to take on the task of drawing up plans of the allotments, setting up a 
register of holders and collecting the rents. Among other volunteer work he has carried out, he 
organised the replacement and installation of the seat on the Scar Bank footpath. The Parish 
Council would like to thank him for all his work for the village and the parish during his two 
periods as a Councillor and wish him well in his ‘retirement’ 
 

7 Co-option of new councillor. 
7.1 Councillor Matthews said that the process had to be fair and transparent. She had details of the 

process from SDC and had spoken to someone at SDC. 
7.2 The Clerk challenged this, pointing out that this process for co-option was the responsibility of the 

Clerk. Councillor Dobson stated that he thought that it was the Clerk’s job to manage the co-
option process. 

 
8 Dates and times of Parish Council meetings. 

8.1 An email from a resident of the parish had been circulated to all Councillors. 
8.2 Councillor Dobson proposed keeping it as a Monday and this was seconded by Councillor 

Schroeder. 
8.3 It was resolved that: Parish Council meetings will continue to be held on the second Monday of 

alternate months. 
 

9 Councillor responsibilities 
9.1 The suggestion was that Councillors Dobson and Schroeder are responsible for the playing field 

and work with the Clerk. 
9.2 Councillors Dobson and Matthews would be responsible for the allotments and Councillors 

Schroeder, Matthews and McKenna for planning. 
9.3 Councillor Dobson proposed accepting these roles. This was seconded by Councillor Schroeder. 
9.4 It was resolved that: These roles are agreed as a temporary measure and will be reviewed when a 

fifth Councillor is appointed. 
  

10 Procedure for acting in Emergencies 
10.1 The clerk explained that since no councillor can act alone, a procedure for acting in an emergency 

would be sensible. The council cannot delegate to a single councillor, not even the Chair and it 
tends to be the Clerk. 

10.2 Councillor Matthews agreed with this. 
10.3 Councillor Dobson said that there was a difference between acting as a councillor and acting as a 

human being. 
10.4 Councillor Schroeder asked what an emergency actually was and wondered if the council ought to 

have a policy. 
10.5 Councillor Matthews agreed. 
10.6 It was suggested that the Clerk investigate this further. The Clerk agreed to make further 

enquiries and find some examples. 
 

11 Self-Assessment for Parish Councils 
11.1 Only the Clerk and Councillor Schroeder have completed the self-assessment form.  
11.2 Councillor Schroeder requested Councillors to complete this for the next meeting. 

 
12 Amended Standing Orders 

12.1 These had been sent to the councillors for comment. 
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12.2 Councillor Schroeder said that he was happy with the changes but a member of the public had 
queried the procedure for tendering. Should the Council revisit this? 

12.3 Councillor Dobson said that the limit of £1000 was unworkable and Councillor Matthews asked 
the member of the public if the proposed £2000 limit was the problem. 

12.4 Councillor Schroeder also asked the member of the public if the £2000 limit was legal and she 
said that WALC had confirmed that the Council could do this but might be open to challenge. 

12.5 Councillor McKenna proposed accepting the amended standing orders and this was seconded by 
Councillor Matthews. 

12.6 It was resolved that: The amended standing orders were agreed. 
12.7 Councillors Schroeder and Dobson suggested putting the Standing Orders in the minutes and then 

they would go on the website. 
 

13 Registering with the Information Commissioner’s Office 
13.1 Councillor Schroeder felt that the legislation was confusing but suggested that the Council 

register with the Information Commissioner’s Office. 
13.2 Councillor Matthews proposed that this was done and this was seconded by Councillor Schroeder. 
13.3 It was resolved that: The Council registers with the Information Commissioner’s Office. 

14. County Councillor Anne Parry. 
14.1 Community Grant - The community grants for 2018/19 have been increased and therefore the 

Parish Council and respective community groups are encouraged to identify a worthy cause which 
could benefit from a grant of £500 - £1000 this coming year.  Whilst the grant pot has been 
increased to £6000, this is to cover seven parishes.  The deadline for applications is 5pm on Friday 
31st August 2018 and to submit an application, parishioners need to visit 
www.warwickshire.gov.uk/cllrgrants 

14.2 Safer Routes to School - Jessica Consolaro arranged a meeting with the Head Teach at Hampton 
Lucy Primary School in June to discuss preliminary proposals for the Safer Routes to Schools 
Programme.  I have asked to be updated on the outcomes of that meeting and for a copy of the 
proposals which the head is discussing with the governors next week and will then feed back to 
us, but apparently the head was very happy with what WCC is proposing. 

 
15. District Councillor Peter Richards. 

15.1 The Health & Wellbeing policies are being reviewed and the details are on the SDC website. The 
public can use this to give their views on Health & Wellbeing.  

15.2 The Avon Navigation report is expected this Friday. If SDC is satisfied that sufficient research has 
been carried out, the report will be published. It is not known what is in the report but it is 
likely that a better solution will be a footpath from Stratford to Warwick.  

15.3 Councillor Schroeder asked if there might be a cycle path and Councillor Richards said that this 
was very likely. 

15.4 A member of the public asked about the giant hogweed problem and Councillor Richards said 
that this would be dealt with. 

15.5 Councillor Richards said that there were plans for cycle routes in Stratford up to the Fisherman’s 
car park and he would keep us informed. There were also plans for electric vehicles to go from 
the Fisherman’s car park into Stratford town centre. 

15.6 A member of the public asked what the next steps were and Councillor Richards said that if the 
report was approved then SDC would try and move the plans forward and consult on them. 

15.7 The final judgement on Wellesbourne airfield is due on Monday 16th and the land could yet get 
planning permission. SDC is in a strong position to refuse planning permission as long as there is 
a 5-year land supply but would be weak if there was an appeal. 

15.8 SDC has removed any right for landowners to demolish the buildings and SDC could carry out a 
CPO (compulsory purchase order) but it might be as much as £100 million. The government has 
also said that brown file sites such as airfields should be eligible for development. 

15.9 Councillor Schroeder asked if Hampton Lucy Parish Council had a position on Wellesbourne 
airfield. He was concerned at the prospect of 500+ houses being built there. 
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15.10 Councillor Matthews said that because it was a 15-year project, it was difficult to have an 
opinion at this stage with such little information. The extra traffic would do damage to the 
lanes. 

15.11 Councillor McKenna agreed with this and said that it was a big decision and she did not know 
enough about it. 

15.12 Councillor Dobson wanted to wait and see until we had more details. 
15.13 Councillor Schroeder proposed that the Council have no position on this at present. This was 

seconded by Councillor Matthews. 
15.14 It was resolved that: The Parish Council would not take a position on the future of the 

Wellesbourne airfield at this time. 
 

16 Eight logs stolen from Stratford Road by playing field 
16.1 The Clerk explained the current situation. 
16.2 Councillor Dobson said that we should replace the logs straight away. This was seconded by 

Councillor Matthews and all were in favour. 
16.3 Councillor Schroeder suggested getting three quotes for bollards for next year’s precept. 
 

17 Allotments 
17.1 The Parish Council is now responsible for the allotments with Councillors Dobson and Matthews 

being the lead councillors. 
17.2 The village hall committee has asked for a list of all the allotment holders who use water. 
17.3 It was suggested that the Clerk send a list of the allotment holders to the village hall committee 

but it was then decided that under GDPR, he probably could not. 
17.4 Councillor Matthews was asked to investigate this further. 
17.5 A member of the public asked if the Parish Council could provide water for the allotment holders. 

 
18 Village Hall update 

18.1 Councillor Matthews reported that the last meeting was very positive and an application will be 
made for future funding. No other activities are planned apart from the Jazz Picnic, Plant Sale 
and Skittles night. Councillor Matthews also asked if it would be possible to book the village hall 
from the village website. 
 

19 Neighbourhood plan update 
19.1 The draft plan is being added to and four printed copies are now needed at a cost of about £100. 

Councillor Matthews offered to get these printed at no cost. 
19.2 A member of the public asked who the other members of the group were, the answer being Sue 

Main, Cathy Kimberley and Jackie Williams.  
19.3 A member of the public asked what had happened to the Neighbourhood Plan grant. Grants were 

valid for six months only and any of the money not spent had to be paid back and currently the 
Council is not in receipt of a grant. 
 

20 Proposed new woodland in Hampton Lucy 
20.1 The Clerk explained the current position and a map was circulated showing a possible site. 
20.2 Councillor Schroeder asked if the Council would support the proposed location. 
20.3 Councillor Matthews confirmed that none of the Councillors objected to the proposed site but it 

was important that other landowners should also be consulted. 
20.4 Councillor McKenna agreed. Other landowners had been approached but no other sites had been 

offered.  
20.5 Councillor Schroeder again proposed the site shown on the map and this was seconded by 

Councillor Dobson. 
20.6 It was resolved that: The Clerk inform WCC of the Council’s decision. 
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20.7 A member of the public asked if that was the final decision. It was explained that the Parish 
Council could only make a recommendation, with the final decision on the siting of the woodland 
to be made by the benefactor and Warwickshire County Council. 

20.8 The Clerk suggested that the proposed site could have access to Half Moon Spinney if the 
landowner agreed. 
 

21 Warwickshire 'Switch & Save' 
21.1 This was explained as a good idea for saving money on electricity bills. 
21.2 Councillor McKenna agreed to put this on the Facebook page. 

 
22 'Spotlight on Older People' 

22.1 VASA was regarded as a very good idea and the Parish Council could make a donation next year. 
Councillor Schroeder said that he would write a brief note for the Grapevine. 
 

23 Wellesbourne Airfield 
23.1 This had already been discussed in item 15. 

 
24 Financial Position 

24.1 The Clerk pointed out that this was a healthy position given that the Council would not have to 
spend £1500 or so on an election. 

24.2 Councillor Dobson asked if the reserves contained neighbourhood plan money and the reply was 
no. 

 
25 Exchange of information with public 

25.1 A member of the public pointed out a problem with water use in the allotments in that hoses 
were left lying in the fire escape route. This was in breach of the fire regulations. Councillor 
Matthews said that she would have a think about this. 

25.2 Another member of the public asked if the Standing Orders were on the website. Currently, they 
are not. The same member of the public pointed out that no one had replied to her email about 
the tendering process. 

25.3 The member of the public went on to claim that there had been no discussion of the change of 
meeting day from Wednesday to Monday. The Clerk advised that in the minutes of the previous 
meeting reported, there had been a discussion. 

25.4 The Clerk reported that while getting details of WW1 dead from Hampton Lucy for SDC, he had 
discovered the was memorial to be defaced by a large ‘N’. He offered to make some enquiries 
about getting the memorial repaired. He had hoped to get a photo of it but obviously not in its 
current state. 

25.5 Councillor Schroeder asked if Councillor McKenna could get a photo and ‘photoshop out’ the 
damage. 
 

26 Confidential agenda items 26 and 27. 
26.1 Agenda items 26 and 27 are minuted in a set of confidential minutes to be agreed at the next 

meeting of the Parish Council. 

 

Meeting closed at 23.15pm  
John Dunkerton (August 2nd 2018) 
 
Dates of next meetings for 2018:  September 10th and November 10th. 
 

 


