
Reverend David Jessett Retires 

After a noisy and enjoyable retirement party in Barford C of E 

Primary School the previous night, Rev’d David led his final 

Communion Service at St Peter ad Vincula’s Church, Hampton 
Lucy on Sunday, 3 February, 2019 with a packed congregation. 

It was good to see the church so full - a testament to his 

popularity throughout the 
six parishes. David was 

appointed as Priest in 

Charge of the Parishes of 

Barford, Sherbourne and 
Wasperton in August 1997 

and ten years later added the parishes of Hampton Lucy, Charlecote and Loxley 

to his ministry - a major undertaking for any priest. Twenty one busy years have 
passed and major challenges have been faced and overcome by most churches 

and PCCs during that time, but he leaves the Parishes with healthy and active 

PCCs and the fabric of the churches in pretty good shape, considering their ages! 
St Peter’s, Hampton Lucy, has had two major restorations, including the roof of 

the nave and the lead work, finials and external masonry oF the ornate George 

Gilbert Scott apsidial sanctuary. St Leonard’s Church, Charlecote, and St 

Nicholas’ Church, Loxley, have also undergone extensive roof repairs and 
masonry work during the last ten years. David also introduced changes and 

innovations to parish life generally, such as the annual church services for ‘All 

Creatures Great and Small’, and the communities have enjoyed concerts and entertainment in all of the churches, 
encouraging participation in and by all parishioners. He has decided that now is a sensible time to retire to enable him 

and his wife Sue to enjoy more quality time together, and for them both to follow other pursuits and hobbies. They 

were presented with many gifts from the Parishes and parishioners, including a cheque for £3600 from the 6 Parishes! 
They are not moving far - to Kineton. He will be missed, of course, as will their presence at church and village events 

in all six 

parishes in 

support of 
the local 

communities, 

but we all 
wish them 

both a long, 

happy and 

healthy 
retirement 

together. AJW                                                                                                              

 

 Ornamental fruit turned from local wood in a 

polished mahogany bowl - Hampton Lucy. 
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David and Sue would like to thank everyone for the delightful farewell events and their good wishes and generous 
gifts. It was a very special weekend and the final service at Hampton Lucy was a great occasion. It will be very strange 

to leave the villages after such a long time in my role but I know it was the right thing to do and I look forward to 

whatever may come, with excitement. Sue and I wish all the people of the villages the very best for the future and 

hope and pray that the Churches will find a new ‘Vicar’ soon and have a very happy and flourishing future. 
Thank you all, once again. David 

‘Spurs’ scarf and hat 

- The John Lucy Trust. 

The delicious cake with the  

 ‘parishes’ signpost - Barford. 
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 News from the Parishes 
A complete list of church services, including those at Barford, Wasperton and  

Sherbourne, is displayed on the notice board in your church.  

The Parish Letter 
rectory@barford.org.uk 

 

Rev’d Neville Beamer,  
8 Aintree Road,  
Stratford-upon-Avon . 
CV37 9FL 
Tel: 01789 263435 
E-mail:  
ndbeamer@hotmail.com 

Carers4Carers 
Friday, 22 March, 10.30 – 12 noon: Carers4Carers monthly meeting at Kineton Village Hall.  Come and join us for 

coffee, biscuits and friendly chat. There will be no speaker this month, but Anita will be on hand to offer some TLC and 

relaxing treatments. Please let us know in advance if you would like us to look after your loved one in our 
Companionship Group. For more details, including help with transport, please phone Gillian on 01926 640203 or 07947 

893504.                                                                                                                                                              LM 

Dear Friends, 

Very few of us like change.  Customers can be heard 

muttering their disgust in their local supermarket when they 

find the tins they are seeking have been moved to a 

different section.  Valuable minutes are lost in searching 

around. 

Then how infuriating it can be when, with little notice or 

reason, your bus timetable is changed. 

Now it is all change in the ordained ecclesiastical 

leadership of the Churches of Barford, Wasperton, 

Sherbourne, Hampton Lucy, Charlecote and Loxley.  Some 
of us have been led by David Jessett for two decades, so 

change will not come easily. 

Leadership is essential for the well being and mission of 

any Christian congregation. Without a leader a 

congregation is like a flock of sheep without a 

shepherd. 

Christian leadership is pastoral because that is the kind 

of leadership which Jesus offered his disciples and 

which they in turn offered the early church.  Such a 
ministry requires a particular gift of the Holy Spirit.  In 

the Bible St. Paul wrote, “We have different gifts 

according to the grace given us …. if it is leadership let 

him govern diligently.” Romans 12 v6 and 8. 

The word for leadership in this context means presiding 

over or put in charge; - it is derived from nautical 

language meaning to steer a ship. We as a Christians in 

the Barford Group expectantly await one who will steer 

our ship. 

Rev’d Neville Beamer 

From the Registers 
Following Rev’d David’s retirement, this section of The Grapevine will be suspended until I can make arrangements  to 

retrieve the information from the Hampton Lucy, Charlecote and Loxley Church Registers.   .                                     AJW 

David Jessett – Some Personal Recollections 

I was Editor of The Grapevine when David was appointed as Priest-in-Charge of the Hampton Lucy, Charlecote and 
Loxley Parishes so it fell to me to extract a Parish Letter from him on time, each month - not an easy task!  Early in his 

ministry, David wanted to meet as many parishioners as possible and went along to the Afternoon Teas held in Hampton 

Lucy Village Hall on the first Monday of each month. He evidently found it enjoyable as he quickly became a ‘regular’. 
He also suggested meeting up with Wendy Smith and Kath Wright, the Editors of Plurality newsletter, which enabled our 

two magazines to publicise events and share local news. The theme of inter-parish cooperation continued when he agreed 

to lead a Service of Re-dedication for a memorial which Kath and John Wright, Jeremy Whyman and I had restored. It 
stands on the riverbank close to Wasperton and commemorates RAF and Commonwealth trainee aircrews who had died 

in two separate flying accidents by Scar Bank during WWII. It has been a pleasure to work alongside David on the John 

Lucy Trust. David was the Trust’s ex officio appointee and always ensured that the Trustees kept within the terms of the 

Scheme, as agreed with the Charity Commission - not surprising as it specified that the bulk of the Trust’s income was to 
be used to maintain St Peter’s church and its services! On a completely different tack, David and his son Guy built up a 

part-time ‘hobby’ business, making and selling accessories for slot car enthusiasts, just in case they didn’t have enough to 

do! But I have always been particularly impressed that David has kept his feet firmly on the ground, the ground in 

question being White Hart Lane!                                                                                                                                        KC 

The Final Week 

A look at the people, places and decisions made that led up to the Easter that we celebrate each year. Five Friday 
mornings, March 15, 22, 29, April 5 and 12, 10:00am -11:30am (coffee from 9:45) in the Barford Scout Hut, Wasperton 

Lane, Barford, CV35 8DT. This course is open to all, whether you belong to a church or not. If you plan to attend or if 

you just want some more info, please contact Chris Farr: (01926) 620117 so we can be sure to print or e-mail enough 

booklets. chris_alex_farr@btinternet.com                                                                                                                     CF 
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Wellesbourne & District Lions Club 
I hope you are all looking forward to Spring. The Lions are busy preparing for three major fundraising 

events. First of all, in the run up to Easter, we will be involved in Operation Giant Easter Egg! We will 

be asking local shops, pubs, restaurants and businesses to host one of our amazing chocolate eggs and 
asking them to persuade all of you generous folk to part with £1 for the chance to win one of them. If you can  host 

one of our eggs, please contact Lion John Liley, on  01789 841745. We are also pleased to announce a fantastic new 

joint venture with our friends from Shakespeare Lions: The Lions BFG and Family Festival, a beer, food and gin 
festival at the Home Guard Club in Tiddington on the evening of Friday, 31 May and from midday on Saturday 1 

June. There will be family entertainment on Saturday afternoon and a well-known local band will be playing on the 

Saturday Night. Please pencil this in your diaries and look out for updates nearer the time. The third event is the return 

of our Classic Funday on Sunday, 8 September, 12 noon to 4.00pm. There will be classic vehicles on display, 
children’s go karts, family fun, food, drink and more. Entry is free for display vehicles and for visitors, and a free 

burger for all classic vehicle owners who register in advance! New for this year is a Car Treasure Hunt starting at 

10.00am with an entry fee of £20 per car. Please contact Lion Simon Oram on 01789 840704 for more information or 
for early registration. I would also like to invite you all to a Family Table Games Evening on Saturday, 30 March 

from 6.00pm to 10.00pm at Wellesbourne Church Rooms. This is a fun event with games suitable for all ages and 

refreshments available. Please contact Lion John Liley on 01789 841745 for more information. All welcome. Finally 
and annoyingly, the defibrillator which was installed at Wellesbourne Co-op and bought by the Lions was damaged 

when the cash machine was robbed recently. Fortunately it is still in working order, but its security cabinet was 

destroyed. We are sourcing a new case and are hopeful that we can soon reinstate this vital life-saving equipment, 

probably at a suitable location at the southern end of the village. Finally, advance notice:  60s Revival Nite featuring 
Shadowfax. Dancing, buffet, bar and raffle. Saturday 27 April. See next month’s Grapevine for details.                      AS 

 

 

Electrician 

Tel:   01789 841 217 

Free: 0800 511 8228 

Mob:  07880 717 018 

Call Andy Punnett now 

for a free quotation: 

 

 

Hampton Lucy and Charlecote WI 
At our February meeting, Trevor Langley gave a very informative and amusing talk on the History of 

Warwick. Trevor later judged the five entries in the Design an Inn Sign competition. Rachel Lucas was the 
winner, with  Kath Clark second and Margaret Buckingham third. It was unanimously agreed that the 

Centenary Supper had been a huge success and it was suggested we should hold another one. Wednesday, 15 May, has 

been booked for the outing to Denman and those interested in going are asked to pay at the next meeting on 6 March in 

Hampton Lucy Village Hall. Dr Gillian White will give a talk on the History of Kenilworth and the third monthly 
competition will be The Most Interesting Pin Cushion.                                                                                                   PT 

Chris Hancock 
Garden Design and Landscaping. 

Slabbing, Fencing and Turfing, etc. 

No Job Too Small 

 

Call Chris on 07505 486124 

chancock1802@outlook.com 

 

News From Charlecote Park 

We’re a friendly bunch at Charlecote - have you thought 
about joining the team as a volunteer? It’s not just about a 

weekly session as a room guide although we definitely 

have roles for these if you’re interested. We also have a 
variety of back-stage roles and one-off projects to interest 

people with all sorts of skills and experience. We’ll have a 

team, of volunteers of course, in the gatehouse on Saturday 
2 March, Wednesday 6 March, Saturday 1 June, and 

Wednesday 5 June, between 10.30am and 3.00pm, to chat 

to you and tell you more. There’s more information on the 

Volunteering page of our website. After last year’s sell-
outs, we’ve programmed more of the same! Have a look at 

our What’s On page on the website and book ahead for willow weaving workshops, beekeeping courses, bat walks, 

ceramics workshops and of course, the summer outdoor theatre events. We’ve also teamed up with the Lost Cinema 
again for two evening screenings of The Greatest Showman and Bohemian Rhapsody but you’ll need to book these direct 

through the Lost Cinema website. We get so many questions about our wildlife and livestock and staff and volunteers 

have pooled their vast knowledge and created a one-stop hub in the Spinney shed next to the wildlife hide. This is where 
you can find out all sort of things like… When do the deer drop their antlers? Is that a swallow or a house-martin? What 

sort of nest-box does a robin prefer? What happens to the bees in winter? Information will change seasonally to include 

butterflies, frogs and the plants that you’ll see in the gardens and we’ve pitched it to appeal to adults and children alike. 

Do drop in - and let us know if we’ve missed anything you’d like to know more about.                                                  MG 
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Dene Valley U3A  
Dene Valley U3A meets in St Peter's Church, Wellesbourne on the 2nd 

Tuesday of every month where a presentation is held of general 

interest. Everyone is welcome to attend, with a charge of £2 for non-
members which includes refreshments. For more details, have a look on our 

website. On Tuesday, 12 March starting at 2.30pm, Dene Valley U3A will 

host a presentation by Dr Alison Foster on Colour, Taste and Smell - How 
Plants Affect Our Lives, at St Peter's Church, Wellesbourne. For more 

details, or if you would like to know more about our organisation then please 

visit our website at denevalleyu3a.btck.co.uk Finally, David Ball from 

Dene Valley U3A, has been undertaking research at The Record Office and 
has published old documents of St Peter ad Vincula Church and Hampton 

Lucy Village on-line. If you are interested in downloading these records of 

the history of the village and the church, please visit the Dene Valley U3A website as above or contact Jackie Williams 
at jacwil@ btinternet.com                                                                                                                                               JH/JW 

 

Loxley and  Rubbish Friends 
 

A very big THANK YOU to the Loxley litter pickers. 

They managed to pick up 10 bags of rubbish and 10 bags 

for recycling.  What a fantastic achievement!!   

Loxley Parish Council - Local Government Elections, 2 May, 2019 
Local government elections will be held on 2 May, 2019, when all six seats on Loxley Parish Council will be contested, 

the serving Councillors having to stand down. Councillors can choose to stand for re-election but may not do so and, in 
the interests of democracy, it would be preferable for more than six candidates to contest the vacant seats. The idea of 

standing for election may be daunting but there is support available for prospective Councillors. If you require further 

information, or wish to speak to one of the sitting Councillors, please contact the Parish Chair, Glynn Jones, at 

loxleyparishchair@gmail.com or phone 07714 561 463. He will answer any questions or arrange for you to have a chat 
with a serving Councillor. 

We are currently looking to recruit a Clerk, responsible for taking minutes and managing finances. The salary starts 

at £2,400 pa with opportunities for progression. The work involves up to 20 hours a month, which can be undertaken 
flexibly. If you are interested, contact Glynn Jones on 07714 561 463, or loxleyparishchair@gmail.com for an informal 

discussion.                                                                                                                                                                                          GJ 

 Navigation - SDC Pulls the Plug!  
The Stratford-on-Avon District Council Cabinet met on Monday, 11 February 2019, and voted unanimously to note the 

study setting out a high-level assessment of environmental and socio-economic impacts of the proposal to extend the 

Avon Navigation Scheme from Stratford (Alveston) to Warwick .The meeting resolved that no further work would be 
undertaken to progress the scheme, other than to make a representation to Warwickshire County Council, the footpath 

authority, to promote cycle-way and footpath improvements along the Avon corridor between Warwick and Stratford. 

The navigation proposal is therefore shelved for the foreseeable future. Warwick District Council made a similar decision 
but will continue to work with Stratford-on-Avon District Council to improve public access along the river corridor 

between the two towns.                                                                                                                                                      CS 

2019 Concerts - St Nicholas’ Church, Loxley 
After a very successful 

season in 2018 we are 

delighted to present another 

series of wonderful concerts 
for 2019. They will be held 

in St Nicholas' Church, 

Loxley, on Sunday 
afternoons, starting at 3.00 

pm and lasting for about 60 minutes. Attendances increased 

again last year and we would love to see another increase 
this year, so please put the dates in your diaries now to 

ensure that none of these delights will pass you by! 

Admission is free with a retiring collection in aid of The 

Church Fabric Fund. For the full summer season’s 

programme see The Notice Board on page 5.                 DW 

‘Thank You’ from  Karl (Dusty Miller) 
It is such a relief that the Avon Navigation Scheme has now been rejected by Stratford-on-Avon District Council. I went to 

the Cabinet meeting at Elizabeth House on Monday where the council had received over 100 submissions opposing the 

proposed navigation, a clear indication of the widespread opposition to the scheme. I’m delighted that the dark cloud of 
uncertainty which has hung over our milling business for forty years has now been lifted and I can concentrate on looking 

after the mill and continuing to produce our beautiful locally-sourced flour. A huge thank you goes out to all of you who 

supported our campaign to protect Charlecote Mill, ensuring an end to the threat of navigation - hopefully once and for all - 
and preserving the tranquil unspoiled reaches of the Higher Avon for future generations to appreciate and enjoy.         KG 
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   The Notice Board 
 The Hampton Lucy website:  

hamptonlucy.wordpress.com 

The Loxley website: 

loxleyvillage.com 

Hampton  Lucy  
‘The Lucy Lads’  

will meet in The Boars Head at 11.30am on 
 Thursday,  7 March. 

All Lads’ at Heart with a little time on your hands will be 

most welcome. 
(See the Hampton Lucy website for details) 

Hampton Lucy 
‘The Lucy Ladies’  

will meet in The Boars Head, Hampton Lucy,  
on Tuesday, 12 March, at 10.30am.  

All Ladies welcome. 

The Charlecote website: 

www.charlecotevillagehall.weebly.com 

 

Our correspondents this month:  

LC– Lynn Chatwin; KC - Ken Cockshull; CF - Chris Farr; MG - Mary Gleave; JH– John Hargis; GJ - Glynn Jones;  

LM - Lisa Maloney; CS - Chris Schroeder; AS - Andy Stokes; PT - Pat Twitty;  

DW - Duncan Watts; AJW - Jeremy Whyman; JW– Jackie Williams;  

  

Grapevine Contact Details 
    

Grapevine copy by the 10th of the month please, with a contact telephone 

number to: The Editor, Jeremy Whyman, 9 The Langlands, Hampton Lucy, CV35 

8BN. Tel: 01789 470911. E-mail: grapevine46@btinternet.com  

(For advertising, please contact the Editor, as above.) 

 

Thank you to all of our advertisers. Your support helps us to deliver  

The Grapevine free to all households in the three parishes. 

                Don’t Forget! 
                       Classic cars  

                    of all marques  

                 are invited to meet at  

The Boars Head, Hampton Lucy 

 

 Sunday, 17 March, 12 noon to 2.00pm.(‘ish) 

 No charge- everyone welcome. 

 

Loxley’s 2019 Season of Concerts 
 

St Nicholas’ Church, Loxley 
 All start at 3.00pm and last for an hour.  

 

Admission free but please donate 
generously to the retiring collection 

 

19 May    The Tora Wilson Vocal Academy 

16 June   Opera Warwick 

21 July    Helen Clutterbuck with Helen Gillespie 
       (piano)  
18 August Eleanor Sterland and Florian   
  Panzieri, with musicians from The  
  Guildhall School of Music and Drama 
 

22 Sept  Romany Pie  

 

20 Oct    Natasha Agarwal, with musicians  
  from the Royal Academy of Music. 

VOLUNTEERS PLEASE! 
Is there anyone who could volunteer to build a website 
to help advertise and promote the Loxley concerts?  If 

so, please let me know ASAP  
duncanwatts@talktalk.net.  

Holiday Tips from Warwickshire Trading Standards 

 

Pay for your holiday with a credit card for additional protection.  
Use a reputable Car Parking Trade Association member for 
airport parking. Pre-book your space and don’t leave valuables in 

your vehicle. 
If the UK leaves the EU on 29 March 2019 with ‘NO DEAL’ you 
will need at least 6 months on your passport from the date of arrival 
in most European countries, plus an International Driving Permit 

(IDP) in addition to your UK driving licence (obtainable from Post 
Offices.) 
Pre-book car rental by credit card. If the company’s insurance has 
high excess charges, consider pre-arranging your own policy . 

Always photograph any vehicle damage before you accept the car. 

mailto:duncanwatts@talktalk.net


Stripes Garden Maintenance 
Grass Cutting, Hedge Trimming,  

Patio Cleaning,  

Garden Furniture Cleaning. No job too small.  

Local reliable service. 

Call Chris Clarke, 01789 295909  

Mobile: 07928 895501 

e-mail:  stripeschris@aol.com 

L Brooke Joynson 

CABINET MAKER AND JOINER 

All aspects of woodworking undertaken 
 

Phone 01926 842547 or 07909 901989  

for further information and advice,  

and for a free quotation 

 Church Services 

H T WILLIAMS PEST CONTROL 
Rats, moles, mice, wasps, ants, insects 

Green Cottage,  

Little Kineton,   

CV35 0DN 

Telephone: 01926 640286 

Mobile:  07748  625122 

SUSAN ENGLAND MCSP 

Chartered Physiotherapist  

Registered with the Health and Care Professions 

Council  

Hampton Corner, Warwick Road,  

Stratford upon Avon, CV37 0NZ 

Tel/Fax: 01789 263891 

R. Turner 

CHARLECOTE CHAIRS 
 

Specialist in re-upholstery and  

restoration of cane and rush seating 
 

Tel: 01926 624077 

Mobile: 07768 571593 

 

March  

 

1.    (Friday)  World Day of Prayer   

 10:30am Hampton Lucy Special World Day of Prayer Service 
 

3.  Sunday next before Lent 

 9:30am Charlecote Morning Worship   CW 

 9:30am Loxley Holy Communion   BCP 

 6:00pm Hampton Lucy Holy Communion   CW 
 

6.  Ash Wednesday 

 7:30pm Barford Holy Communion   CW  
 

10.  First Sunday of Lent 

 9:30am Hampton Lucy Family Service   CW 

 11:00am Loxley Matins   BCP 

 6:00pm Hampton Lucy Evensong   BCP 
 

17.  Second Sunday of Lent 

 9:30am Charlecote Holy Communion   BCP 

 9:30am Hampton Lucy Come & Worship   CW 

 11:00am Loxley Family Service  
  

24.  Third Sunday of Lent 

 9:30am Charlecote Morning Worship   CW 

 11:00am Loxley Holy Communion   CW 

 6:00pm Hampton Lucy Evensong   BCP 
  

31.  Fourth Sunday of Lent – Mothering Sunday 

 8.00am Charlecote Holy Communion  BCP 

 9:30am Hampton Lucy Mothering Sunday Service  CW  

Hunscote Farm Shop 
Stratford Road, Wellesbourne 

Tel: 01789 840240 

 

‘A Farmer’s Market on your doorstep’ 
Open Monday to Thursday: 8.00am to 5.30pm 

Friday: 8.00am to 6.00pm 

Saturday: 8.00am to 5.30 pm 

Local Service Providers 

 
 
 

High quality  
curtains and roman blinds.  

Free measurement and quotation. 

              Mobile: 0781 809 8306 

www.seccombecurtainsandblinds.co.uk  

Sandra Oram 
Clinical Aromatherapist, Reproductive 

and Clinical Reflexologist   

Member of  I.F.A., A.R.R., & B.R.A. 

30 Lawson Avenue, Tiddington 

07581 576198 

www.essential-aromatherapy.co.uk  07507 953659 

For your diary - March 

 

Wed 6      Hampton Lucy and Charlecote WI, Hampton Lucy VH, 7.30pm, page 3. 

Thur 7      The Lucy Lads  meet at The Boars Head at 11.30am, details on Notice Board. 

Thur 7      Hampton Lucy Youth Club, Hampton Lucy Village Hall, 6.00pm to 8.00pm. 

Sun 10      Copy deadline for the April edition of The Grapevine. 

Mon 11    Wellesbourne & District Lions Club, Connie Club, 8.00pm, page 3 . 

Tues 12    Dene Valley U3A, St Peter’s Church, Wellesbourne, 2.00pm,  page 4. 

Tues 12    The Lucy Ladies  meet at The Boars Head at 10.30am, details on Notice Board. 

Sun 17       Classic Cars, The Boars Head, 12 noon to 2.00pm, Notice Board. 

Thur 21     Hampton Lucy Youth Club, Hampton Lucy Village Hall, 6.00pm to 8.00pm. 

Fri 22        Carers4Carers, Kineton Village Hall, 10.30am to 12 noon, page 2. 

Mon 25     Wellesbourne & District Lions Club, Connie Club, 8.00pm, page 3 . 

 

http://www.seccombecurtainsandblinds.co.uk
http://www.essential-aromatherapy.co.uk

