
Hampton Lucy Parish Council 
 
(Minutes of meeting held on Sept 10th 2018 in the village hall – the meeting opened at 19.50pm) 

Present – Councillors Schroeder, Dobson, Matthews, Jones and McKenna together with 3 members of the 
public. 

1. Public Open Session 
1.1 A member of the public was interested to hear about the village hall and was also concerned 

about Item 28 meaning that things might be hidden. Would there be an explanation of Item 7? 
1.2 Councillor Schroeder replied that there would be a statement on Item 7, the details and minutes 

of the closed session remaining confidential but the member of the public wanted to know why 
this had to be top secret. 

1.3 Councillor Schroeder replied that any disputes with employees had to remain confidential. 
Councillor Matthews said that although the Parish Council’s business had to be public, any 
employee’s details had to remain confidential. 

1.4 The member of the public replied asking what if the employee was happy for it to be public? 
1.5 Councillor Matthews replied saying that advice had been taken on this and she was not happy 

about Item 7 being on the agenda but the agenda had already gone out. 
1.6 Councillor Schroeder continued, saying that he had made an error of judgment about Item 7 at 

the July meeting and that this statement should help. The member of the public reported that a 
similar situation had arisen in an educational setting about 20 years ago. Councillor Schroeder 
repeated that employer / employee matters should remain confidential. 

1.7 Another member of the public gave apologies for two parishioners who could not be present but 
would like to have been. The person gave examples of potential emergencies relating to Item 12, 
namely the plastic blown all over the village from Bomford’s and the Charles Church security 
breach where the clerk was criticised for his actions.  

1.8 The person did not feel there was much on the agenda to encourage parishioners to attend, much 
of it was the council sorting itself out. However, the playing field is an ongoing problem as is the 
village hall and the neighbourhood plan seems to have been going on for ages. What was being 
done to celebrate the end of WW1? 

1.9 Councillor Schroeder said that Items 17-23 are important but earlier items have to be dealt with. 
The order of the agenda is the clerk’s responsibility. Alex Jones thought it was a good idea to put 
community matters earlier on the agenda but Councillor Schroeder repeated that Items 1-6 must 
be in that position. Councillor Matthews suggested that there might be a much more streamlined 
agenda at the next meeting. 

1.10 However, the member of the public continued by saying that a lot of this was self-inflicted and 
should have been sorted out months ago because some things do not get resolved. Community 
matters should be higher up on the agenda. 
 

2. Apologies for absence 
2.1 None. 

 
3. Welcome to new councillor 

3.1 The Chair welcomed Alex Jones to the Council. 
 

4. Declaration of acceptance and declaration of interests by new Councillor. 
4.1 Councillor Jones signed the declaration of acceptance and confirmed that he would send the 

declaration of pecuniary interest form to the monitoring officer. 
 

5. Declaration of interests 
5.1 Councillor Matthews reported that her husband was working pro-bono for the village hall.  
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6. To approve the minutes of the July 9th and the July 31st & August 14th planning meetings. 

6.1 Councillor Schroeder pointed out that Jackie Williams had been omitted from the July 9th minutes 
but the clerk confirmed that this had been corrected. 

6.2 Councillor Matthews proposed accepting the July 9th, July 31st and August 31st minutes. This was 
seconded by Councillor McKenna and all were agreed. 

6.3 It was resolved that: The minutes of these three meetings are accepted. 
 

7 Mediation statement by the Chair. 
7.1 Councillor Schroeder read out the following statement: ‘After discussion by the PC under agenda 

item 27 of the previous meeting, the Council agreed as to what steps should be taken. 
Subsequently a meeting was held between the Clerk and the PC and joint agreement was reached 
through an independent third party on the way forward. No disciplinary action was proposed or 
taken by the Council.' 

 
8 Identification of any agenda items that should be discussed and be resolved in a confidential session 

from which the public are excluded 
8.1 There were none. 

 
9 Composition of Staffing Committee and Staffing Committee Constitution 

9.1 Councillor Schroeder pointed out that the HR consultant had suggested that the Council should 
have a Staffing Committee and a draft constitution had been written and circulated. Councillor 
Schroeder proposed accepting this constitution and this was seconded by Councillor Dobson, all 
were agreed.  

9.2 It was resolved that: The Staffing Committee constitution be accepted. 
9.3 Councillor Schroeder said that the HR consultant had advised that the Chair should not be on this 

committee and he proposed that the Staffing Committee be composed of Councillors Dobson, 
Matthews and Jones with Councillor McKenna as deputy. This was seconded by Councillor McKenna 
and all were agreed.  

9.4 It was resolved that: The Staffing Committee is composed of Councillors Dobson, Matthews and 
Jones. 
 

10 Revised Councillor responsibilities 
10.1 Councillor Schroeder suggested holding this item until the next meeting in November as it was not 

urgent. 
 

11 Requests from individual Councillors for emails or correspondence from the Clerk 
11.1 This has been raised by the mediator after a phone conversation with Phil Grafton, the monitoring 

officer. Councillor Schroeder proposed holding this item until the November meeting. This was 
seconded by Councillor Matthews and all were agreed. 

11.2 It was resolved that: Item 11 is held over until the November meeting. 
  

12 Procedure for acting in Emergencies 
12.1 The clerk had circulated a draft policy based on three other Parish Councils and asked Councillors 

to add their contact details and check the emergency numbers. 
12.2 Councillor Jones thanked the clerk and agreed that the shorter it was the less ambiguous. It was 

important to have clear contact details. All Councillors need to look at this carefully. 
12.3 A member of the public agreed that the Council needed an agreed procedure. 

 
13 Self-Assessment for Parish Councils 

13.1 Councillor Jones said that he was filling his in. Councillors McKenna and Matthews had not yet 
completed their forms. 
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14 Revised Standing Orders 

14.1 Some minor amendments had been circulated. Councillor Schroeder proposed accepting the 
amended orders and this was seconded by Councillor Matthews, all were agreed. 

14.2 It was resolved that: The amended standing orders were agreed. 
 

15 County Councillor Anne Parry 
15.1 Safer Routes to Schools: Jessica Consolaro of WCC Safer Routes to Schools Team has had a 

meeting with the Hampton Lucy Headteacher Margaret Lunnon which went well and the Head 
agrees with their proposals.  WCC are renewing and extending the school keep clear markings 
and refreshing all the road markings throughout the village, putting in advisory repeater 30 mph 
signs throughout the village as well as dragon teeth markings at the three gateways into the 
village. The plans were circulated at the meeting. 

15.2 WCC Community Grants: A decision on community grant applications is anticipated in October 
2018 and the grants will be reviewed on 17th September. 

15.3 Community Forum: The next Community Forum for Wellesbourne and Kineton which also 
includes Snitterfield is being held on Thursday 13th September at 6.30pm, venue to be 
confirmed as well as speakers.  More information anticipated in time for the September 
meeting. 

15.4 WCC Full Council: The next Full Council Meeting is being held on Tuesday 16th October.  

16. District Councillor Peter Richards. 
15.1 Councillor Richards reported that not much had happened over the summer, the main items 

being Rural Broadband, Strategic Housing and Land Availability Assessment (SHLAA), 
Wellesbourne Airfield and the Avon Navigation proposals. 

15.2 Stratford District Council is looking at compulsory purchase for Wellesbourne Airfield but the 
costs may well be far too high. 

15.3 The Avon Navigation report was full of mistakes and had to be sent back, it will go to Cabinet on 
November 5th. There will be economic benefits from the scheme but the setup costs are far too 
prohibitive. The report should be available 3 weeks in advance of the meeting. 
 

17 Allotments update 
17.1 Councillor Schroeder asked what the current position was on collecting the rent. 
17.2 Councillor Matthews explained that this could be done over the next week and was happy to 

coordinate this. Councillors Schroeder and Matthews said that they would liaise over this. 
 

18 Telephone box quote 
18.1 The clerk had circulated a quote from Dave Curtis who already does work for the village hall. 
18.2 Councillor Jones said that the windows would have to come out first and there was a danger in 

not getting the job finished. A quote for the glass was also needed. Councillor Dobson proposed 
accepting the quote and getting a quote from Warwick Glass but Councillor Schroeder was not 
happy with this. Councillor Dobson suggested a contingency figure and letting the clerk get on 
with the job but Councillor Schroeder disagreed. 

18.3 Councillor McKenna suggested accepting the quote in principle and Councillor Matthews suggested 
getting a quote from Warwick Glass and making the decision at the next meeting. Councillor Jones 
agreed that it should be left until the next meeting. 

18.4 Councillor Schroeder proposed accepting the quote in principle together with a new quote for the 
glass. Councillor Dobson seconded this and all were agreed. 

18.5 It was resolved that: The quote would be accepted in principle and a new quote for the glass 
would be obtained. 

18.6 A member of the public said that the Village Enhancement group could possibly contribute in 
some way. 
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19 Playing Field Repairs dispute 

19.1 The current position had been circulated and the Clerk was thanked for his efforts. 
 

20 Village Hall update 
20.1 A grant was being applied for to remove the stage. 

 
21 Neighbourhood Plan update 

21.1 Councillor Matthews and Paul Barker have volunteered to join the group. Sue Main and Jackie 
Williams have been persuaded to re-join the group. 
 

22 Fishing rights by Parish Field allotments 
22.1 A parishioner had asked the Clerk if he could fish by the Parish Field allotments. He was happy to 

pay a fee. It was decided that this needed checking with the Elizabeth Creake Trust and 
Councillor Matthews agreed to investigate this. 
 

23 100th anniversary of the ending of WW1. £200 charity donation to Royal British Legion 
23.1 Councillor McKenna thought it was a good idea to do something and perhaps we could involve the 

school. Councillor McKenna suggested a rededication of the memorial plaque. 
23.2 Councillor Jones felt it was a good idea to donate the £200 and Councillor Schroeder suggested 

earmarking the £200 for an event or putting it towards the British Legion. Councillor McKenna was 
happy to help fund an event. 

23.3 On behalf of the Council, Councillor Schroeder thanked the Clerk and the others involved for 
getting the damaged memorial plaque repaired. 
 

24 18/01977/FUL Vine House (Two storey and single storey extension to the rear) 
24.1 The owner explained that the build would be above the existing garden room and not outwards. 
24.2 Councillor Jones felt that the plans were comprehensive and they would not be to the detriment 

of the property. The choice of materials was sympathetic to the area. 
24.3 Councillor Schroeder said that the neighbours had not carried out their plans and there were no 

light implications. He proposed accepting the plans and this was seconded by Councillor Jones, all 
were agreed. 

24.4 It was resolved that: The Council supports the application. 
 

25 Clerk’s expenses (£72.42, printing, postage, ‘phone, internet, laptop case), four Neighbourhood 
plan copies, refund to Councillor Schroeder (£130.70 retrospective) 
25.1 These were duly authorised. 

 
26 Financial position 

26.1 This was explained and accepted. 
 

27 Exchange of information with public 
27.1 There was no news on the proposed woodland and Councillor Schroeder said he would approach 

the National Trust. 

28. To approve the minutes of the two July 9th items discussed in private session. 
28.1 Councillor McKenna proposed accepting these. This was seconded by Councillor Matthews and all 

were agreed. The minutes were placed in a sealed envelope, not to be opened without the Chair’s 
permission. 

Meeting closed at 21. 35pm  
John Dunkerton (September 16th 2018) 
Dates of next meeting for 2018:  November 10th. 


