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(Minutes of meeting held on Jan 14th 2019 in the village hall – the meeting opened at 19.33pm) 

Present – Councillors Schroeder, Dobson and Matthews together with 4 members of the public. 

1. Public Open Session 
1.1 A member of the public asked about the phone box as it would be fantastic to have this done and a 

parishioner has already donated £20 towards this. The VEG Group was interested. People are asking 
what is happening about the allotments. Two lots of £5 were given some time ago and we need to know 
the date when this starts. Jeremy Whyman did collect a list of names some time ago. 

1.2 Councillor Schroeder replied saying that these two items will be addressed. 
 

2. Apologies for absence 
2.1 Councillors McKenna and Jones. 

 
3. Declarations of interest 

3.1 Councillor Dobson declared an interest in the Precept as his son maintains the website. 
 

4. To approve the minutes of the November 12th, October 23rd Staffing Committee and December 18th 
Finance meetings. 
4.1 Councillor Dobson proposed accepting the November 12th minutes. This was seconded by Councillor 

Matthews, all were agreed. 
4.2 Councillor Schroeder said that the October 23rd minutes were confidential and would be signed 

separately. 
4.3 Councillor Matthews proposed accepting the minutes of the December 18th Finance meeting. This was 

seconded by Councillor Dobson and all were agreed. 
4.4 It was resolved that: The minutes of the November and December meetings are accepted. 

 
5. Proposed planning application to provide caravan accommodation for seasonal workers on site due to 

changes in the Licensing of Houses in Multiple Occupation (Mandatory Conditions of Licences) (England) 
Regulations 2018. 
5.1 The Valefresco agent is liaising with SDC planning officers now that there are changes in the legislation. 

There are now minimum sizes, meaning that the accommodation block is no longer large enough for all 
the workers. Eight caravans are planned to be adjacent to the accommodation block giving an extra 48 
spaces. Drawings were circulated and more detail is promised for later.  The legislation also brought in 
more details of where kitchens and bathrooms should be located. A planning application will be 
submitted in the next month or two and this is being done in conjunction with SDC. 

5.2 Councillor Dobson felt that caravans were a bit tight on space and asked if SDC were happy with 8 
people in one large caravan, the reply being that it was a temporary measure and the longer-term plan 
would be extending the hostel. 

5.3 Councillor Matthews asked why the caravans couldn’t be on another site such as Hunscote. This would 
cut down on transport. The agent said that she would find out the answer to this. 

5.4 Councillor Dobson asked how many workers were at Hunscote. The agent replied saying that most 
activity was at Old Pastures and the workers need to be focused there since there were already 
kitchens, bathrooms and recreational facilities there. 

5.5 Councillor Matthews replied saying that this did not make much sense to her. 
5.6 Councillor Schroeder said that the polytunnels were rejected by the appeal inspector because of the 

visual impact. He asked what steps were being taken to minimise the visual impact of the caravans, the 
reply being that landscape mitigation was being looked at. 
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5.7 Councillor Matthews said that if the caravans were temporary, why the need for landscape mitigation? 
The agent replied saying that it was not known at this point in time, being the start of the season. The 
application will be in the next month or so. 

5.8 Councillor Schroeder suggested that this was too late but the agent reminded him that not all the 
workers are needed at the beginning of the season. 

5.9 Councillor Matthews asked when the caravans were coming otherwise Valefresco may be in breach. She 
also asked if there was a plan B because of the visual aspect of the caravans, perhaps putting them at 
Hunscote. The agent replied saying she was unaware of a plan B but there were ideas for restructuring 
or extending the hostel at Old Pastures. 

5.10 Councillor Matthews repeated that caravans at Hunscote seemed a sensible idea and the agent replied, 
asking if Councillor Matthews would prefer another hostel rather than caravans.  

5.11 Councillor Schroeder said his personal view was that the existing hostel blends in well but the caravans 
might be an eyesore. Councillor Dobson agreed, saying that caravans are not easily maintained and a 
hostel would be preferable. 

5.12 The agent said that this might be temporary while restructuring of the farmyard took place. 
 

6. Procedure for acting in emergencies 
6.1 Councillor Dobson proposed accepting this final version and this was seconded by Councillor Schroeder. 

All were agreed. 
6.2 It was resolved that: The Procedure for acting in emergencies be accepted. 

 
7 Telephone Box update 

7.1 The clerk reminded the Council of the latest quote for window replacement. 
7.2 Councillor Schroeder said that the Finance Committee had approved this and proposed accepting the 

quotes for refurbishment. This was seconded by Councillor Dobson and all were agreed. 
7.3 It was resolved that: The latest quotes for phone box refurbishment are accepted. 

 
8 Playing Field Repairs 

8.1 The clerk summarised the three quotes, AMW having been recommended by Snitterfield Parish Council. 
8.2 Councillor Schroeder proposed accepting the quote from AMW. This was seconded by Councillor Dobson 

and all were in favour. 
8.3 It was resolved that: The quote from AMW be accepted. 

 
9 Village Hall Refurbishment 

9.1 The refurbishment of the village hall is likely to cost over £100,000, so a fund-raising programme is 
being put in place. WALC are offering grants up to £8,000. The Parish Council could apply for a grant 
provided the funds would be used for an ear marked purpose. This could improve the hall for immediate 
use, on the basis that the work using the WALC grant, if successful, would sit alongside and complement 
the large-scale work. 

9.2 Councillor Schroeder supported this, confirming that the hall needs refurbishing. 
 

10 Allotment Licences 
10.1 Councillor Matthews said that these are ready to be sent out, the delay being due to a GDPR issue and 

the problem with the water which has now been sorted. 
10.2 Councillor Schroeder proposed accepting this. It was seconded by Councillor Dobson. The funds will 

start on Jan 1st 2019 and two lots of £5 will go to Councillor Schroeder in the interim. 
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11 Agnes Smith Plaque in Village Hall  
11.1 Councillor Matthews said that the damage was minimal but Councillor Dobson said that it should be 

repaired and asked whose responsibility it was. Councillor Schroeder felt that the WI should be 
contacting the John Lucy Trust. 

11.2 It was resolved that: The clerk contact the John Lucy Trust. 
 

12 Time of Annual Parish Meeting 
12.1 The clerk suggested that this was at the earlier time of 6.30pm before the actual Parish Council 

meeting itself at 7.30pm rather than right at the end. The clerk offered to chair the meeting since it 
was simply listening to parishioners’ views. 
  

13 Initiating Community Events 
13.1 The clerk had circulated details of this. Councillor Schroeder said that Parish Councils do not have to do 

this but it would encourage more involvement from parishioners.  
13.2 The clerk reminded the Council that he had set up the commemoration event for the start of WW1 and 

Jeremy Whyman had organised the Jubilee celebrations. 
13.3 Councillor Parry and Councillor Richards confirmed that other councils do initiate events such as WW1 

celebrations, bonfires, table tennis, Burns’ night, picnics and children’s activities. 
13.4 Councillor Schroeder suggested discussing this at the Annual Parish Meeting. 

 
14 Open exchange of information with public 

14.1 Councillor Schroeder reported that broadband speed had now improved. He also confirmed that there 
would be a Road Safety meeting soon. WCC had replied to concerns and this meeting would involve 
WCC and the public. The weight limit on the bridge would also be discussed. 

15. County Councillor Anne Parry 
15.1 Community Grants - The Wellesbourne Division received grant applications in excess of £18,000. As a 

result, I awarded £1000 to the Hampton Lucy Youth Club – however I have not received an 
acknowledgement from them so hope they have received the funding. 

15.2 Warwickshire Minerals Plan - The site at Wasperton/Barford will be given the go ahead for sand and 
gravel extraction, I have emphasised the need for HGV’s exiting the site to have a mandatory right 
turn back to the Longbridge island with no HGV’s turning left or going through Charlecote. 

15.3 New £Multi-Million Research Centre - SDC and Warwickshire County Council have been involved in 
plans for an innovative £multi-million research centre at Warwick University’s Wellesbourne Campus 
for the development of driverless electric cars. The new centre will generate local jobs through the 
creation of state-of-the-art electric vehicle platforms and integrated driverless capability to support 
the smart cities of the future. 

15.4 Council Budget - The next few months are busy ones looking at spending priorities and budgets. 
15.5 Policing in Warwickshire - The Police and Crime Commissioner has begun consulting on the Police 

Precept for 2019/20. He suggests increasing the number of police officers, community support officers 
and police staff investigators by up to 100, in order to meet rising levels of demand and to provide a 
better service to local communities. This builds on last year and allows for the recruitment of 50 
frontline police officer posts who will be ready to police Warwickshire streets in the coming months.  

15.6 The Precept consultation follows the Government’s annual funding settlement for policing on 13th 
December 2018, which has given PCCs flexibility to raise their precept by up to £2 per month on a 
Band D property for 2019/20. Options for smaller increases of £1.50 per month and £1 per month (at 
Band D) are also being consulted upon. The opinions gathered will help influence his final decision on 
this year’s budget, which will be set in early February. You can give your feedback online at 
www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/WarksPrecept19-20 the consultation will be open until Tuesday, January 
24, 2019. 
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15.7 Wellesbourne Medical Centre - This is scheduled to open in March and will provide residents with 
much improved facilities and a pharmacy on site. 

15.8 Winter Driving and Gritting - With winter conditions approaching, all motorists should take extra care 
on the roads.  WCC will be gritting the main roads in and out of the villages, but motorists must check 
that their tyres are kept at the correct pressures and washer fluids are all topped up for added safety.  

15.9 Councillor Matthews thanked Councillor Parry for getting the puddle on the Warwick sorted out. 
However, Councillors Schroeder and Dobson disagreed saying that last time it rained the puddle was 
right across the road. Councillor Dobson thought that it still needed checking. 
 

16 District Councillor Peter Richards 
16.1 Not much has happened but Council Tax will increase by about 2.5%, £1.25 million being put aside for 

Wellesbourne airfield. The appeal on Friday 18th may cause problems. 
16.2 Elizabeth House is being refurbished, £70 000 is being earmarked for the prevention of homelessness. 
16.3 The navigation meeting will be in February, Councillor Richards will send the report when it is out. 
16.4 Councillor Schroeder said he was disappointed that the £1.25 million had not been mentioned in the 

minutes of the SDC meeting. 
 

17 Revised Councillor Responsibilities  
17.1 Councillor Dobson suggested deferring this to the May meeting and Councillor Schroeder agreed. 

 
18 Privacy Policy 

18.1 Councillor Schroeder proposed accepting this, it seconded by Councillor Dobson. All were agreed. 
18.2 It was resolved that: The Privacy policy is accepted and put on the website. 

 
19 Parish Council Elections 

19.1 Councillor Matthews referred to an email from SDC and said the Council should formally accept these 
procedures. Councillors Schroeder and Dobson said that it was to the clerk outlining the procedure. The 
clerk confirmed this and he had already accepted. He did this 4 years ago at the last election. 

19.2 Councillor Matthews still felt that it should be formally noted. 
 

20 Local Council Award Scheme 
20.1 It was resolved that: This be deferred to the May meeting 

 
21 Payment Authorisation (retrospective) 

21.1 This was deferred to the March meeting. 
 

22 Six Monthly Internal Audit 
22.1 Councillor Schroeder asked the clerk to thank Guy Wakely for carrying out the audit. 

 
23 Precept 2019-2020 

23.1 Councillor Schroeder proposed accepting the suggested precept figure of £15 556.52. This was seconded 
by Councillor Matthews. All were agreed. 
 

24 Financial position 
24.1 The clerk confirmed that this was on course. 

Meeting closed at 21. 49pm  
John Dunkerton (January 18th 2019) 
Dates of next meeting for 2019: March 11th, May 13th, July 8th, Sept 9th, Nov 11th. 


