
Hampton Lucy Parish Council 
 
(Minutes of meeting held on March 11th 2019 in the village hall – the meeting opened at 19.30pm) 

Please note agenda changes in italics. 

Present – Councillors Schroeder, Dobson, McKenna and Matthews together with 15 members of the public. 

1. Public Open Session 
1.1 None 

 
2. Apologies for absence 

2.1 Councillor Jones will be late due to a work commitment. 
 

3. Declarations of interest 
3.1 Councillors McKenna and Matthews declared an interest because they are friends of the person who 

lives next to Old Pastures Farm. They did not have a pecuniary interest. 
 

4. To resolve that the minutes of the January 14th meeting and February 7th and 25th planning meetings 
are a correct record 
4.1 Councillor Dobson proposed accepting the January 14th minutes. This was seconded by Councillor 

McKenna and all were agreed. 
4.2 Councillor Matthews proposed accepting the minutes of February 7th. This was seconded by Councillor 

Schroeder and all were agreed. 
4.3 Councillor Matthews proposed accepting the minutes of February 25th. This was seconded by Councillor 

Schroeder and all were agreed. 
4.4 The minutes of the October 23rd meeting were agreed and were classed as confidential, placed in a 

sealed envelope. The clerk challenged this pointing out that he was actually at the October meeting 
and was entitled to see the minutes even if the public were not allowed. The councillors agreed. 
 

As Chairman, Councillor Schroeder then suggested that under Standing Order 6d, agenda item 17 should be 
moved to after agenda item 20. Councillor Dobson proposed that this be done. This was seconded by 
Councillor Matthews on the grounds that it was confidential. All were agreed. 
It was resolved that: Agenda item 17 is moved to after agenda item 20 due to its confidential nature. 

 
5. To receive an update on the seasonal accommodation – application 19/00336/FUL, delayed by query into 

Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL), confirmation returned on Feb 26th at 12.18 (Parish Clerk) 
5.1 The Valefresco agent pointed out that she was recording the meeting. She said that the application was 

clear and she was happy to answer any questions. 
5.2 Councillor McKenna asked for a site visit and the agent said that was fine. Councillor McKenna 

continued saying that this was due to a change in the legislation and there were concerns from 
Hampton Lucy parishioners over the increasing industrialisation of the site; it used to be a small rural 
farm. She asked if the agent could comment on this. The agent replied saying that the scale of the 
development was not industrialisation. This is a temporary application. 

5.3 Councillor Matthews said that at the last meeting, personal views were given and were not the views of 
the whole Council. Councillor Schroeder said that no resolution had been passed. The agent said that 
there had been a discussion over the accommodation block in January and she was advising her client to 
liaise with the Parish Council. Councillor Matthews repeated that the agent had taken away the 
suggestion that the accommodation block was acceptable and that was not the Council’s position. 

5.4 There was a wide-ranging discussion with contributions from just two parishioners. 
5.5 Councillor Matthews proposed that the Council make no decision. There was a need for a site visit and 

to look closely at what residents say. This was seconded by Councillor McKenna. 
5.6 The was a vote with 3 in favour and one against. Councillor Dobson was against and said that this was a 

waste of time because so many people had turned up to the meeting. 
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5.7 It was resolved that: The decision on this application be delayed until there was further information 
and another meeting organised. 
 

6. To consider the use of Hampton Lucy Phone Box - Village Enhancement Group (VEG) response 
6.1 VEG is a registered charity and was grateful to the council for the £100 grant. 
6.2 The feeling was the ‘phone box should be low maintenance and perhaps be a village information 

centre. VEG would take this in hand. There could be information on biodiversity, the Charles Maries 
trail, Church, tourism, the mill or school. It will need a notice board and bench for leaflets. VEG would 
plant around it with shrubs. There could be one off displays. 

6.3 Councillor Schroeder said that it was in the conservation area and would we need to ask permission. 
The Council felt that these were great ideas and Councillor Schroeder suggested that the Parish Council 
work together with VEG. 

6.4 Councillor Schroeder proposed that the Council works with VEG. This seconded by Councillor Dobson 
and all were agreed. 

6.5 It was resolved that: The Council works with VEG on the use of the phone box. 
 

7 Chairman’s thanks 
7.1 The Chair read out the following statement. 
7.2 As this is the last scheduled meeting of the full Council before the May elections, I would like to take 

this opportunity to offer, on behalf of my fellow Councillors and personally myself, thanks to all those 
who have contributed to the work of the Council in any way over the last 4 years. 

7.3 Members of the public who have supported or assisted the work of the Council in many ways, for 
example attending and speaking at meetings, providing services or raising issues. 

7.4 Our District Councillor, Peter Richards, for attending our meetings and giving us updates on SDC 
activities. 

7.5 Our County Councillor, Anne Parry, who cannot be here tonight for her reports and briefings on WCC 
actions that are relevant to HLPC. 

7.6 The Neighbourhood Development Plan Group who have been working very hard to prepare the draft 
plan. There will be an update later in this meeting. They are Sue Main, Jackie Williams (secretarial 
role) and Cllr. Carol Matthews. I would also like to thank another parishioner, Ms Cathy Kimberley, who 
was a member of the group until late last year for her invaluable help. 

7.7 I wish to offer my personal thanks to my fellow Councillors for all that they have contributed to the 
work of the Council and for their support to me as Chairman over the last 3 ½ years. 

7.8 I also wish to include all those that have served on the Council during the last four years but are no 
longer Councillors. They are Sue Main who was also Chairman until January 2016, Hugh Williams, Phil 
Heron, Ewan Rayment and Jeremy Whyman. 

7.9 I would also like to say a personal thank you to our Parish Clerk, Dr. John Dunkerton which I hope my 
fellow Councillors will endorse. The Clerk’s role is not just one of preparing meeting agendas, taking 
notes at meetings and writing minutes. The Parish Clerk is the ‘Proper Officer’ of the Council and is 
responsible for ensuring the Council complies with all the legal requirements and procedures required 
of it as a tier of Local Government. He is also the Responsible Financial Officer who drafts our budget, 
ensures financial procedures are complied with and carries out all financial transactions authorised by 
the Council. This is all done working on average just three hours a week. John, thank you for all that 
you do as Parish Clerk. 

7.10 Councillor Dobson endorsed what the Chair had said and thanked the Clerk for all his support. 
7.11 The Chair asked the other councillors if they had any comments. There were none. 

 
 

8 To receive an update on the Neighbourhood Plan 
8.1 The Neighbourhood Plan will be sent to the consultant for review. It will then come back to the Council 

and go out to the public for consultation. 
8.2 Councillor Dobson asked who was paying for this, the reply being another grant. 
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9 To consider a date for the Annual Parish Meeting or Parish Assembly 

9.1 The clerk reported that WALC had suggested calling it a Parish Assembly and having on a separate date. 
It is not a Parish Council meeting. He suggested waiting until the May Parish Council meeting and 
setting a date then. 

9.2 Councillor Matthews than asked the clerk about the procedure for the forthcoming elections. 
9.3 The clerk asked what this had to do with the Parish Assembly because they were two different items. 
9.4 Councillor Matthews said she would mention this at AOB but the clerk replied that there was no AOB. 
9.5 The clerk then reminded the Council that they needed to make a decision and pass a resolution. 
9.6 Councillor Dobson suggested setting a date there and then and suggested the second Monday in June. 
9.7 Councillor Schroeder suggested the first Monday of June, to be confirmed by the new Council in May. 

This was seconded by Councillor McKenna and all were agreed. 
9.8 It was resolved that: The Annual Parish Assembly is held on the first Monday in June. 

 
10 To consider the ‘Hospital to Home Settling Service’ 

10.1 Councillor Schroeder described the service whereby the Fire Service help with getting patients back 
home from A&E, thereby preventing unnecessary admission to hospital. He asked the Clerk to find out 
how this service is accessed and asked if this could into the Grapevine and on the Facebook page.  
 

11 To consider Parish Council support for the ‘Last Night of the Proms’ 
11.1 A fund-raising scheme to raise funds for the Church roof and fabric was described. It was a success last 

year but this year needs an extra sponsor. 
11.2 Councillor Schroeder suggested a donation of £125 from the Parish Council. This was seconded by 

Councillor Dobson. All were agreed. 
11.3 It was resolved that: The Parish Council would donate £125 to the PCC for this event. 

 
12 Open exchange of information with public 

12.1 Councillor Matthews said that the allotment licence would be going out in the next couple of weeks. 
The fishing licence was also progressing.  

12.2 Councillor Matthews also said that it would be good for everybody to know the procedure for 
nominations in the May elections. 

12.3 The Clerk replied that the procedure would be published on March 19th and he could not give out any 
information before that. Councillor Schroeder asked if this was a legal requirement and the Clerk said 
yes, as far as he was aware, Councillor McKenna asked if anything could be said before March 19th and 
the Clerk replied no. Councillor Schroeder suggested putting the information on Facebook and in the 
Grapevine after March 19th. 

12.4 A member of the public asked if Valefresco lorries could go via Hatton Bank lane rather than 
Packsaddle. Councillor Matthews said that there were signs at Packsaddle that impede visibility. 

12.5 Another member of the public said that better signage was needed for lorries to avoid Packsaddle. 
Councillor Schroeder asked if the Clerk could investigate this. 

12.6 It was resolved that: The Clerk would write to Valefresco about improved signage at the Hatton Rock 
/ Hatton Bank lane junction.  
 
 
 
 

13 Planning updates 
13.1 Councillor Matthews said that the Avon Lodge appeal had been dismissed and that the Council had 

objected to the 1, Church Street application because there was not enough information. 

14. County Councillor Anne Parry (email sent) 
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14.1 Highway Matters - Hopefully the drainage issues have been improved as this was reported to the 
Localities Officer following the last meeting attended. 

14.2 Council Tax - Warwickshire County Council has increased its council tax receipts by 4.99% with effect 
from April – 2% of the increase will be ringfenced to contribute towards increasing costs of Adult Social 
Care and Support. This will amount to about £5 extra a month or £60 for the year for an average Band D 
household before proposed increases from Warwickshire Police are also applied. 

14.3 The county council is still facing large budget cuts and in the next financial year has to find savings of 
£9 million followed by an expected £16 million between 2019 and 2020. Despite these cuts, the 
authority will use some of its £370 million budget to invest £5.7 million into children’s social care 
services and an additional £1.3 million into adult social care and support. The council will spend £2.5 
million on a digital transformation programme to make it easier for people to access its online services 
and help it to become “an enabler for residents to help themselves. Other investments include 
£200,000 into digital fibre optic hubs to enhance communications in communities and £330,000 to 
convert six school-based children’s centres into specialist provision for pupils with special needs, 
£100,000 to expand its transport planning team to “maximise the funding received from developers to 
deliver the infrastructure requirements for associated housing and business growth across the county. 
An investment of £108,000 will be made into the council’s library network while £150,000 will go 
towards a joint project to integrate those for those in need of support due to mental health issues, 
homelessness and drug abuse. The council will also invest £1.4 million into home to school transport 
and invest £500,000 into Warwickshire Fire and Rescue Service to reduce the service’s savings target. 

14.4 This 4.99 per cent increase is equivalent of an increase of £1.25 per week for a Band D dwelling. 
14.5 Warwickshire Police has increased its precept by £24 per annum following the public consultation and 

the increase is being used to recruit and train an additional 100 more staff. 
14.6 Medical Centre - Delighted to see the opening of the new Hastings House Medical Centre in 

Wellesbourne become a reality from concept to completion and I am looking forward to attending the 
Official Opening by Jeremy Wright MP on Saturday 16th March. 

 
15 District Councillor Peter Richards 

15.1 A compulsory purchase order of £1.5M was ratified by the Cabinet. The actual costs may be far more 
and if they are, Councillor Richards could not support this.  

15.2 Councillor Richards confirmed that the Council had to careful about what election information goes on 
Facebook because it might be in breach of regulations. 

15.3 There could be a problem with the five-year land supply in the future and this could result in more 
development.  

15.4 There is a Rural and Urban development programme that he has proposed to the Cabinet. 
15.5 Councillor Schroeder passed on the Council’s best wishes to Councillor Richards’ wife. 

 
16 To consider the Parish Clerk’s hours 

16.1 The Clerk described a graph showing how his hours were now averaging 30 minutes extra per week over 
the last three years and were still increasing, particularly in recent weeks. He said that never a day 
goes by without something to do, Charlecote passes being one example. He did not mind doing that but 
felt that these things all added up and councillors were unaware of it. 

16.2 Councillor Jones suggested an extra half an hour a week and Councillor McKenna asked the clerk if he 
would be happy with a change to his contract. The clerk replied that it was up to the Council but that 
the hours had to come down, partly because there were some items which were pointless in his view. 
He confirmed that he would be happy discussing his contract at some point but that it had to include a 
reduction in time rather than simply an increase in pay. 

16.3 Councillor Schroeder suggested that this was a matter for the new Council. 
 

18 To consider the disbandment of the Staff Committee and amendment as necessary the Council's Standing 
Orders and other procedures 
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18.1 Councillor Schroeder said that the Staffing Committee was set up on advice from the HR consultant last 
summer but it has not worked as well as he thought it would. The advice from the monitoring officer 
was to disband it. This would mean small changes to the Disciplinary and Grievance policies. 

18.2 Councillor McKenna proposed disbanding the Staffing Committee. This was seconded by Councillor 
Schroeder. All were agreed. 

18.3 It was resolved that: The Staffing Committee is disbanded and Standing Orders are altered. 
 

19 Payment authorisations: Playing Field repairs (£1362.13 retrospective), Grapevine (£140), 
Neighbourhood Plan Website (£54) Village Hall Grant (£750), PCC annual grant (£330), Website costs 
(£150), Village Hall rent (£110). 
19.1 It was resolved that: The payments were authorised, Councillor Jones declaring an interest in the 

Grapevine. 
 

20 Financial position 
20.1 The clerk confirmed that this was on course. 

 
Councillor Schroeder proposed that ‘It is resolved that under Standing order 6 (r) [suspend any standing 
order] Standing order 5.1[no resolution to be moved unless the business to which it relates has been put on 
the agenda by the Clerk] is suspended until the end of the meeting. 
20.1 This was seconded by Councillor Dobson. All were agreed. 
 
Councillor Schroeder proposed that ‘It is resolved that a new agenda item 21 “Confidential Business” is 
added to the agenda after item 20’. 
21.1 This was seconded by Councillor McKenna. All were agreed. 
 
Councillor Schroeder proposed that ‘It is resolved that as agenda items 17 & 21 contain exempt 
information as defined in Part 1, Schedule 12A of the Local government act 1972; the public are 
excluded. 
22.1 This was seconded by Councillor McKenna. All were agreed.  
 

17 To consider feedback on Staffing Committee meetings from WALC and Society of Local Council Clerks, 
(SLCC) 
17.1 The Clerk outlined the advice given to him on when to convene Staffing Committee meetings. The 

ensuing discussion is confidential. 
 

21 Confidential matters. 
 

Meeting closed at 21. 33pm  
John Dunkerton (March 23nd 2019) 
Dates of next meeting for 2019: May 13th, July 8th, Sept 9th, Nov 11th. 


