
Hampton Lucy Parish Council 
 

 

(Minutes of meeting held on Tuesday January 28th 2020 in the village hall – the meeting opened at 
19.00pm) 

Present – Councillors Jones, Clark, Byrd, Matthews and Kimberley together with Anne Parry (WCC) and 5 
members of the public. 

1. Presentation on the Hampton Lucy Neighbourhood Plan 
Councillor Matthews confirmed that the Neighbourhood Plan was almost out. Some extra bits are 
being looked at before it goes to the planning consultant. In addition, it has to go to Stratford 
District Council for a legal check. The group want to get it out for consultation as early as possible in 
the Spring. Before that, a version must go to the Parish Council for approval. Councillor Jones 
reminded the meeting that a version should have gone to the Council on January 14th. Councillor 
Matthews continued, saying that there will be an Extraordinary Council meeting to discuss a draft 
sent out well before the meeting. The public will then be allowed to comment later during the 
formal consultation. In response to a question, the Clerk confirmed that the neighbourhood plan 
group was in its seventh year. Councillor Matthews said that a survey had been carried out in 2016 
and the views of the parishioners will be reflected in the documentation. Currently, this is the 37th 
and final version and should be available to the Council within the next month.  
 

2. Public participation in discussion of agenda items 
2.1 None. 

 
3. To receive apologies for absence 

3.1 Peter Richards (SDC) 
 

4. To receive declarations of interest 
4.1 None 

 
5. To resolve that the minutes of the November 26th and January 7th Finance meetings are a 

correct record 
5.1 Councillor Kimberley suggested that the County and District councillors should be marked as 

present, Currently, they are not because they are not Hampton Lucy Parish Councillors. 
However, the Clerk confirmed that he would do this in future. Councillor Kimberley also asked 
whether more detail should be in the Finance minutes about the reasons for keeping the 
Playing Field budget high. 

5.2 Councillor Clark proposed accepting both sets of minutes and this was seconded by Councillor 
Byrd. All were agreed. 

5.3 It was resolved that: The minutes of the above meetings are accepted. 
 

6. To agree a date for the Annual Village Assembly in May 
6.1 After a short discussion, May 12th was chosen 
6.2 It was resolved that: The Parish Assembly be held on May 12th. 

 
7. To receive an update on plans for the VE Day Bank Holiday May 8th 2020 

7.1 Councillor Jones said that the Boar’s Head is taking the lead on this but unfortunately the 
original band has been given a booking for another event. However, the Parish Council has 
earmarked £1200 to support VE75. So far, ideas so far include a street party starting mid-
afternoon with live music, a ‘Beer & Brains quiz on 1939–1945 events, stalls, tea and cakes 
from the WI, best dressed house competition, hog roast and fireworks. 

7.2 It was suggested that the Clerk also advertises this in the Grapevine and asks for volunteers. 
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8 To consider a request from a parishioner about tidying up vacant allotments 

8.1 Councillor Clark said that there was a request from a parishioner to help with digging over 
allotments and covering vacant ones with black plastic. He pointed out that it was the 
allotment holders’ responsibility to look after their allotments but he was happy to take down 
a heavy-duty strimmer to tidy up the periphery as much as possible.  

8.2 The Clerk pointed out that the unused allotments were very overgrown in the summer and as a 
Parish Council, we did have a duty to help. Perhaps a big tidy up this year but in future, there 
should be a budget for someone like Jeremy Hunt to help out. 
  

9 To receive an update on the Neighbourhood Plan 
9.1 Councillor Kimberley confirmed that the group had received its latest grant of £2725 to cover 

costs such as a health check by the consultant, publicity, graphic design, printing, hire of 
village hall and displays. Any unspent funds by March 31st will have to be repaid.  

9.2 In response to the Chair, the Clerk confirmed that there was also £299.91 as contingency plus 
another £200 put into next year’s budget. 
  

10 To discuss and confirm roles and responsibilities of neighbourhood plan group members 
10.1 Councillor Kimberley said that right from the start, Jackie Williams had been the Chair of the 

group, the other members being Sue Main, Cath Kimberley, Carol Matthews and until recently, 
Chris Schroeder. All the roles are shared between the group. There have been other members 
in the past but the group is still short of volunteers.  

10.2 In response to a question from the Chair, the Clerk confirmed that the neighbourhood plan 
group was a working group set up by the Parish Council seven years ago.  

10.3 The Clerk said that he understood Jackie Williams to be the secretary not the Chair. 
10.4 Councillor Kimberley confirmed that the NP group was a task orientated working group. It does 

not have to have parish councillors on the group and it has no powers to spend money, which is 
done by the Council. Jackie Williams produces the agenda for each meeting and has had the 
title of Chair from the beginning although she apparently sometimes calls herself the secretary 
in meetings. 

10.5 Councillor Jones asked if there was an agenda but no minutes and Councillor Kimberley 
confirmed this.  However, she said there were notes. Councillor Kimberley also said that there 
was a spreadsheet showing costs that was sent to the Clerk and that the group was on its 5th 
grant and any unspent funds have to be sent back together with an end of grant report. 

10.6 Councillor Jones also said that the Council had not seen any significant piece of work and 
surely this was to inform the local plan, the effectiveness of any current document being small 
at present. He asked if there was funding for the health check in the week beginning Feb 3rd 
and this was confirmed.  

10.7 Councillor Jones also asked why we had to still use the current consultant. Councillor 
Kimberley said that he was very experienced and had to be named in the grant submission but 
Councillor Jones asked what his terms of engagement were. In response, Councillor Kimberley 
confirmed that there were no terms of engagement but that he gave quotes for his work and 
there had been no complaints. Councillor Jones asked if there had been competitive quotes, 
the response from Councillor Kimberley being that the consultant worked for other groups and 
was recommended by WALC. Councillor Kimberley said that they would be meeting the 
consultant in the week beginning Feb 3rd and Councillor Jones asked for a copy of the 
unfinished plan as it currently stood in the next couple of days together with any concerns that 
the group was planning to raise with the consultant. Councillor Kimberley confirmed that the 
Chair could have these by January 29th. 
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10.8 Councillor Jones suggested that there should be a review in the coming weeks. Councillor 
Kimberley said that they were at a crucial stage but it would be fine for a material version to 
be given for the March 24th meeting. 

10.9 Councillor Byrd asked if the neighbourhood plan had missed the local plan and Councillor 
Kimberley replied no. Councillor Matthews stressed the importance of a neighbourhood plan 
and explained that the neighbourhood plan would sit alongside the National and Stratford 
District Council plans and policies. Councillor Jones said that currently Hampton Lucy would 
have to conform to the local plan. Councillor Matthews agreed that it had taken a long time 
but that everyone had worked very hard and the plan was almost there and agreed that it was 
important to aim for March 24th. 
 

11 To receive an update on refurbishment of the village hall 
11.1 Councillor Matthews said that the heating had been done. A grant has been applied for £75,000 

from BIFFA and we should hear in the next few weeks. There is also a grant from Severn Trent 
and one from WALC that has been successful. Councillor Matthews also mentioned the photo 
competition where £1000 could be won for the village hall. 
 

12 To discuss the ongoing problem of dog fouling in Church Street 
12.1 Councillor Jones outlined the problem and asked if parishioners could clean up after their dogs 

or politely remind others of the importance of doing the same. 
12.2 The Clerk confirmed that there has been a continual problem of dog fouling in Church Street 

over the last couple of months. He reminded everyone that the path goes to the school and 
back to the Boar’s Head and Village Hall. He and James Paley had cleared up a few heaps and 
also had to wash down the path where it had been trodden in. There is actually a £1000 fine 
from SDC for persistent offenders. 

12.3 The Clerk said he would email parishioners and put an illustrated article in the Grapevine. 
 

13 To receive an update on Section 106 ideas for the playing field 
13.1 The Clerk had sent out the response from parishioners and the favourite seemed to be some 

sort of track for bikes or jogging. He said that he would get a quote to see what we were 
dealing with. He also pointed out possible Health & Safety problems with a track going right 
past where toddlers are playing. Any track might have to go at the bottom of the field. 
 

14 To receive an update of the Parish Council Welcome Pack 
14.1 The Clerk gave out an updated version of the pack, the most important part perhaps being 

the updated price list for the Boar’s Head menus.  

15. Opportunity to propose agenda items for the next Parish Council meeting or raise matters for 
the notice of the Council 
15.1 There was a query from a parishioner about the phone box. The Clerk explained that Dave 

had apologised for not getting it done yet but would get it done this Spring. The main 
problem though was that Simon Cox the glazier was now very busy and needed some notice 
and the Clerk said that he would get another quote if Simon couldn’t do it. He also confirmed 
that RBT services were ready to paint the box if Dave couldn’t get it done. Councillor Jones 
suggested booking Simon Cox in a week or two before May 8th and that might help prompt the 
painting. 

15.2 Councillor Jones asked for the Website and ICT system to be on the agenda for March 24th. 
15.3 A parishioner asked about the road narrowing at Packsaddle and what was being done about 

it. Councillor Parry said that it had been raised with WCC Highways but they might combine it 
with work at Hatton Rock. 
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15.4 Councillor Kimberley asked for the NALC financial regulations to be on the next agenda.  
15.5 Councillor Matthews said that the fishing licences should be done by the next meeting. 
15.6 Councillor Clark asked for the potholes at the junction of Grovefields and Sherborne lane to 

be on the agenda. Councillor Parry said that she would look into this. 
 

16 Planning Applications 
16.1 19/03385/ADV (Proposed sign adjacent highway, Ingon Lane junction with Warwick Road 

A439 Stratford-upon-Avon, ‘The Farm’). Councillor Jones said that he had no problem with 
this and felt that this should be left to WCC Highways. This was seconded by Councillor Clark 
and all were agreed. 

16.2 It was resolved that: The Council has no objection. 
 

17 To receive a report from County Councillor Anne Parry 
17.1 Road Safety. WCC has approved the capital funding for the A439/Hatton Bank Lane road 

junction safety improvements - £500,000 and the scheme has been sent to the design services 
team for design works to start.  Once proposed designs become available, the parish council 
will be sent a copy.  Improved signage has also been asked for Hatton Rock. 

17.2 Climate Change. Climate Change is agreed to be the most important environmental driver of 
economic and societal change for the 21st century and this agenda has featured strongly both 
at a district and county level.  A considerable amount of work has already been undertaken 
by both authorities by the respective Task and Finish Groups and 2020 will start to see the 
fruition of their efforts.  WCC is committed to tackling climate change and is working towards 
a properly costed plan with targets for the short, medium and long term. 

17.3 Adult Social Care. Adult Social Care and Health is another extremely important area and 
WCC currently spends in excess of £150 million in delivering personal health care throughout 
the county.  With an ageing population the demand on these services is increasing rapidly and 
a further 2% increase in the Council Tax, which is ring-fenced to Adult Social Care and 
Health, is to be expected plus an increase in the region of 2.99% for the other services. 

17.4 County Grants. It is hoped that the individual member grants will be continued in 2020/21 
and it is important that the parish council gives some thought to the needs of the village in 
order to move swiftly when the scheme is launched in the summer. I hope the Youth Club has 
planned some great events with the help of my £500 grant awarded last month. 

17.5 Budgets. It’s a particularly busy time of year in terms of formulating budgets and over the 
next few weeks this will be our primary focus. 

17.6 Councillor Kimberley asked if the Design team does the modelling for traffic. The reply was 
yes and it was good that WCC Highways have committed £500,000 towards traffic safety. 

17.7 Councillor Parry reminded the meeting of the dog fouling kits from SDC. 
 
 

18 To receive a report from District Councillor Peter Richards 
18.1 Absent – see report in Appendix 1. 

 
19 To discuss the latest version of Hampton Lucy Parish Council’s Standing Orders 

19.1 Councillor Jones suggested that he meets with both the Clerk and Councillor Matthews one 
Saturday morning to look through these. 
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20 Payment authorisations 
20.1 These were duly authorised together with the Village Hall annual grant of £1000 and meeting 

fees of £110. In addition, £195 plus £90 carriage was authorised for a bench on Scar Bank, to 
be put in place by Stratford Ramblers working in conjunction with WCC Rights of Way. 
 

21 To receive details of the six-month audit of accounts 
21.1 Unfortunately, Guy Wakeley has been very busy but this will be done soon.  

 
22 To agree action over the Playing field quote from FLP 

22.1 Councillor Kimberley queried the cost of travel and asked for another quote from AMW. 
22.2 The quote from FLP was agreed as long as the Clerk confirms the cost for high risk items. 

 
23 Financial Position (Bank Statements) – bank reconciliation correct on January 21st 

23.1 This was briefly explained and is on track. There are healthy reserves for the Playing Field 
and future elections. 

Meeting closed at 20.31 pm  
John Dunkerton (January 29th 2020) 
 
Dates of next meetings for 2020: March 24th, May 12th (Parish Assembly), May 26th, July 28th, 
September 22nd, and November 24th.  
 
Appendix 1 

Budget - At the start of each year the District Council sets its budget for the year ahead and that is very 
much central to the Councils future proposals. SDC are obliged to provide services such as emptying the 
recycling and general waste bins and looking after the homeless. Other discretionary services include 
leisure facilities. Only 40% of funding comes from Council Tax. We are very much reliant on the majority 
coming from Central Government. Central Government is increasingly shifting the financial burden to 
District Councils. Other public bodies (including WCC) will see their budgets increased including the NHS, 
social care, education and the criminal justice system. Central Government will continue to reduce the 
amount of money it will provide to SDC. For example, in 2020/21 SDC will receive £5.3m from the New 
Homes Bonus. In 3 years’ time, this will have been reduced to zero. 

SDC is already using £1.5m of its reserves to balance its budget in 2020/21. By the end of the year it will 
have reserves of £12.5m. Because of the reduction of Central Government funding over the next 3 years, 
SDC’s reserves are likely to be halved to £6.3m. The minimum level of reserves is £2.5m. If SDC proposes 
to set a budget with less than this level of reserves, our Section 151 Officer will not sign it off. 

SDC only keeps a fraction of the Council Tax it collects. This is a breakdown of where it all goes: 

• Parish Councils  3.4% 
• SDC                                                   7.8% 
• Police and Crime Commissioner    11.5% 
• Warwickshire County Council        77.3% 
 
If SDC does not generate more money locally over the next 3 years, it will still be required to balance its 
budget over succeeding years, predominantly by reducing the level of discretionary services it is 
currently able to provide. Some residents will lose services as a result. 
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The intention is to increase the amount of the SDC element of the Council Tax for 2020/21 by £5 per 
band D household (a 3.6% increase across all bandings), as well as introducing a charge of £40 per year 
for the collection of green bin waste for those residents who want to continue to use this service. 
 
SDC is asking residents to pay more in order to protect the services it currently provides and because it 
believes this is the responsible thing to do in the long-term interests of all the residents of the District. 
 
There are four other key items that I would like to draw resident’s attention to and they are: 
 
• A one-off budgeted amount of £1.6m towards a review and potential replacement of our existing Core 

Strategy. The current strategy sets out the Districts plans until 2031 and it is a requirement to keep 
that strategy up to date. These budgeted items will allow for that review and bringing the existing 
Core Strategy into line with new national and local policies. 

• A one-off item of £500,000 toward the Climate Emergency. More detail of that is shown later in this 
report but this is a clear signal from the Council that is it taking its responsibility seriously. 

• Two ongoing items for the UBUS service (£110k) and the Fred Winter homeless support project (£60k). 
In December the Council approved plans to introduce a £40 per year charge for the collection of green 
waste across the district. Although not well received, it is a necessity for the Council to continue to 
provide its service given the budget constraints and reduction in Government Grants. 

• There have been some reports in the press about an increase to car parking charges – specifically the 
OAP parking permit. Within the budget papers there is no increase to parking charges and if there 
were to be an increase it is a statutory obligation for the Council to conduct a public consultation.  It 
is likely that such a consultation will be put out to the public in the coming weeks. 

 
Additional to our own budget, WCC, Parishes and the Police and Crime Commissioner will be setting their 
own budgets for the coming year. The PCC have made public a consultation on their precept. That can 
be found at: www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/precept20-21 
 
MRF – Materials Recycling Facility 
At the end of October, a paper was presented to Cabinet and Council to consider a regional recycling 
facility.  The existing recycling contract for the Council runs until 2022 at which point the Council would 
need to consider new arrangements for its recycling.  
 
The Council undertook a procurement exercise to determine the best way forward. Evidence showed 
that the costs associated with recycling continue to rise and as such The Council have explored the 
potential for a bespoke facility to operate as a commercial entity. A joint feasibility and viability study 
was conducted that showed it would be beneficial for the Council to enter into a joint project with 
neighbouring authorities to build a Materials Recycling Facility.  Such a project would greatly reduce the 
cost and potentially improve the delivery of its recycling service to residents whilst also having a 
potential improvement on Climate Change and generating revenue for the Council in the future. Council 
approved these plans and work has already begun on bringing forward this facility. 
 
Climate Change  
In July 2019 a motion was put to Council to declare a Climate Emergency and to establish a working 
group to consider how best the Council can tackle the climate change agenda. 
 
Subsequent to that a Task and Finish Group was established by the Overview and Scrutiny Committee to 
make interim recommendations and draw up a final report at the end of 2019. That report was sent to 
Cabinet today and will now be considered in detail before a final decision is made on how to move 
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forward. The final report sets out a road map for the Council in achieving its Carbon Neutral ambitions to 
2030.   
 
Based on the action plan, if endorsed by The Cabinet and Council, by this time next year we will have 
the following in place: 

  
• a new council carbon reduction plan up and running for our own estate and operations with public 

monitoring of this through new KPIS;  
• a new communications campaign up and running to boost recycling and re-use waste; 
• a taxi licence policy in place to make all taxis electric, zero, or ultra-low emissions. And a significant 

increase in EV charging points across the District; 
• a new community hub established to engage residents; 
• a far-reaching District-wide home insulation policy ready to launch;  
• a bulk-by scheme in place for residents to access solar panels or other technologies;  
• a major District-wide tree planting campaign - bearing fruit so to speak - having been launched in the 

Autumn;  
• we will have identified land and be establishing a community project to promote biodiversity, 

community allotments and education opportunities;  
• we will have moved to paperless committee meetings;  
• have an investment strategy that underpins our climate change ambition;  
• and have an adaptation strategy that aligns with the emerging Core Strategy;  
 
We will be holding regular Climate Forums to engage local partners and businesses, as well as have 
established a Citizen’s Panel to engage residents; 
 
And, over 2020, we will have been working with regional partners on issues such as transport (the single 
biggest barrier to achieving a carbon neutral District), and we will have established a genuine track-
record of lobbying the Government on a range of issues including finance, infrastructure and planning 
policy. 
 
A standing panel has been established and approved to oversee and continue the work on Climate 
Change through 2020 and beyond. 
 
Following one of the Task and Finish Groups interim recommendations, the Council have produced a new 
Development Requirements SPD in respect of the Climate Change Mitigation and Adaption. This is a 
document that sits alongside our Core Strategy and seeks to give further guidance on what is expected 
from developers in respect of Climate Change. The document is out to public consultation now and will 
continue to be available until the 21st February.  To view and comment on the consultation please visit 
www.stratford.gov.uk/climatechangespd. 
 
Rural and Urban Capital Improvement Scheme 
This is a scheme I proposed to Council via a Notice of Motion in the early part of 2019.  It has now gone 
through due process and consideration by the Council and regrettably it was not supported. 


