
Hampton Lucy Parish Council 
 

 

(Minutes of meeting held on Tuesday September 22nd 2020 – this was a Zoom meeting that opened at 19.00pm) 

Present – Councillors Jones, Matthews and Kimberley together with Anne Parry (WCC) and 2 members of the 
public. 

1. Public participation in discussion of agenda items 
Councillor Jones confirmed that members of the public could contribute on agenda items and said the 
meeting was being recorded. 
 

2. To receive apologies for absence. 
2.1 Councillors Clark, Byrd and District Councillor Richards 
 

3. To receive declarations of interest 
3.1 None 

 
4. To resolve that the minutes of the following meetings are a correct record: January 28th, March 12th, 

May 26th, July 28th, August 3rd and September 1st 
4.1 Councillor Jones proposed accepting those for March 12th, May 26th, July 28th, August 3rd and 

September 1st. This was seconded by Councillor Kimberley, apart from August 3rd which was seconded 
by Councillor Matthews.  

4.2 Councillor Kimberley said it was difficult to explain her objection to the January 28th minutes. 
Councillor Matthews said they were contentious and the Council perhaps needed more time. 

4.3 A member of the public queried why it had taken 8 months to agree the minutes. Councillor Jones 
replied saying that the circumstances had been different and he had also found it frustrating. The 
member of the public continued saying that if it was SDC, there would be uproar. Councillor Jones 
replied, agreeing that he found it equally frustrating that January 28th had been not been agreed but 
that they would be signed off at the next meeting. 

4.4 It was resolved that: The minutes of the above meetings are accepted but not those of January 28th.  
 

5. To consider a donation towards the repair of the Church clock 
5.1 The Clerk said that the clock had been out of action all spring and summer and it had taken a long 

time to organise the repairs. When he asked about the repairs and what had been carried out, he had 
also been asked if the Council would donate some funds towards the repair. As a result, he had 
circulated the invoice for £725 to councillors. Already, some kind parishioners had made donations to 
the PCC and the Clerk had applied to the County Councillor grant for a contribution. 

5.2 Councillor Matthews asked which ‘box’ a donation would come from, the reply being village 
enhancement or contingency. Councillor Matthews felt that £100 would be reasonable but needed 
more information. 

5.3 Councillor Jones thought it would have been helpful to have some written representation, but he was 
happy with a donation of £100. 

5.4 Councillor Matthews proposed a donation of £100 and this was seconded by Councillor Kimberley. All 
were agreed and the Clerk confirmed that he would get an acknowledgement. 

5.5 It was resolved that: The Parish Council donates £100 to the PCC towards the repairs. 
 

6. To agree the update of the website and ICT provision 
7.1 Councillor Jones said this was not a high priority and he would defer this to the next agenda. 

 
7 To discuss possible further action on traffic speeding along Stratford Road 

7.1 The Clerk explained that some Stratford Road residents had approached him about speeding cars 
coming into the village. He had explained to them what had been done. 
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7.2 County Councillor Anne Parry said that this was a Community Watch task. In answer to a question, 
the Clerk explained how he had used a speed gun to measure speeds but that the Police had said that 
this was unsafe unless there was a team and some signage. Councillor Parry went on to suggest 
highlighting this with the Safer Neighbourhood Team. 

7.3 A member of the public said that in 2018, the Parish Council had carried out a speed survey which 
found that 218 vehicles were travelling more than 40mph. There was a similar problem in Snitterfield 
Street. He asked what WCC’s policy on 20mph limits was. Anne Parry replied saying that WCC would 
not do limits less than 30mph and that Wasperton was an historic thing. 

7.4 The member of the public continued, asking why Leamington Spa had a 20mph limit, the reply being 
that it was due to pedestrian movement. WCC say that 20mph is inappropriate for general use and in 
any case, there was no budget. 

7.5 Councillor Jones said that this was about enforcement and the Clerk offered to contact our PCSO and 
ask for any parishioner volunteers to be on a speed awareness group. 
 

8 To agree tree planting 
8.1 Councillor Jones acknowledged The Spinney Residents written request for a contribution to replacing 

8 dead trees, but said that there were other locations which were probably better suited. 
8.2 The Clerk read out a list of trees that were suitable to replace some in the spinney nature reserve, 

Oak, Field Maple, Hazel and Hawthorn. This came to £168, including delivery. 
8.3 Councillor Matthews suggested bringing in the community and the Clerk confirmed that this had 

already been started with the Village Enhancement group (VEG).  
8.4 Councillor Kimberley asked for other locations and the Clerk confirmed the Playing Field. 
8.5 Councillor Jones proposed spending £250, leaving £50 that might go towards the Charles Maries trail. 

Councillor Matthews seconded this; all were agreed. 
  

9 To receive an update on the school gate in the Parish Field 
9.1 The Clerk said that he had monitored this and although it seemed to be working well, he had been 

asked if cars could go into the field or could there be a ‘lollipop person’. Councillor Jones agreed 
that vehicles should not be on the Parish Field. Councillor Parry suggested that ‘lollipop people’ were 
probably the responsibility of the school. The Clerk said that he would contact the school. 

9.2 Councillor Matthews confirmed that the licence was in hand.  
 

10 To consider sponsoring ‘stay at home events’ in Hampton Lucy 
10.1  There were various ideas such as decorated pumpkins, doors, windows, or a Christmas tree. 
10.2 Councillor Jones agreed that VE75 had been a fantastic day and Councillor Matthews suggested 

contacting parishioners to see what ideas they had. The Clerk agreed. 
 

11 Opportunity to propose agenda items for the next Parish Council meeting or raise matters for the 
notice of the Council 
11.1 A member of the public said that overweight lorries were still going over the bridge and the problem 

was getting worse. Could this be tied in with speeding vehicles? It was agreed that this should be an 
agenda item for November and could go into the Grapevine. 

11.2 Councillor Kimberley suggested the ‘End of Year Accounts’, the remit of the Internal Auditor, 
together with the Risk Assessment document and reporting finance at meetings.  
 
 

12 To agree action for the SDC committee meeting on 20/01600/FUL, Sandbarn Farm 
12.1 Although the Council had unanimously supported this, the case officer is minded to refuse it.  
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12.2 Councillor Matthews confirmed that the Parish Council felt there was no impairment to the sighting 
of the listed building and it should stick with its decision. 

12.3 County Councillor Parry said it was important to attend and highlight the planning reasons. 
12.4 Councillor Jones confirmed that he would attend on Oct 7th and the Clerk registers this with SDC. 

 
13 To receive a report from County Councillor Anne Parry 

13.1 COVID-19 update - Birmingham and Solihull are facing stricter rules ahead of a ban on gatherings of 
more than six people, Stratford District is also witnessing a double digit increase in new cases over 
the last seven days, which is a concern.  Everyone has to be extra vigilant and continue to practise 
social distancing and stop the infection spreading by wearing a mask if.  Public Health Warwickshire 
is monitoring the situation and the Mobile Testing Unit (MTU) is responding to greatest need. 

13.2 The cumulative cases as of today are now 3135 up from 3025 (an increase of 110 in four days with 
confirmed cases in Stratford on Avon District increasing by 19 to 616 since last Friday! 

13.3 Out of the 423 SWFT Hospital Beds there is one confirmed cases of COVID-19 at present and NO 
patients are in the intensive care unit.  The cumulative deaths across Stratford District remains at 
168 with the deaths in care home remaining at 82 from a cumulative of 1113 ‘all cause deaths’ in 
the district. The cumulative total of all COVID-19 deaths in Warwickshire remains at 600 and over 
the same period there have been 3878 non COVID-19 related deaths in Warwickshire.  There have 
been212 COVID -19 deaths in care homes settings (no increase in the last week) compared to 1293 
‘all cause deaths’ in care homes over the same period. 

13.4 There are 40% of SWFT hospital beds occupied by Non-COVID-19 patients, 22% beds occupied with 
suspected COVID-19 patients and a spare capacity of 37% beds. 

13.5 Testing for has increased over the last few weeks as residents continue to do the right thing by 
getting themselves tested when they show symptoms.  Read more: 
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/1230/got-symptoms-get-tested - If you are exempt 
from wearing a face covering, you can download a card to display or image for your phone. You can 
use these to show where masks are mandatory https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/information-
coronavirus/face-covering-exemptions. 

13.6 Full Council – 22nd September 2020. WCC held a Full Council meeting today to authorise the 
submission to Government of a ‘Strategic Case for Change’ for a single unitary authority for 
Warwickshire. WCC commissioned business advisers and PWC to produce a report in support of this 
proposal, which was debated by all councillors who by a majority voted to submit its report to 
Government.  I did not vote to support this action as I feel that it would be premature before the 
White Paper is published (now anticipated sometime next year) and without undertaking extensive 
consultation with residents across Warwickshire. 

13.7 County Council Grants. County Councillor Grants are open. £2900 has to cover seven parishes so 
please do remember this when applying. The Closing date is 27th September. 
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/community/councillorgrants/1#:~:text=The%20Warwickshire%20
County%20Council%20Councillors%E2%80%99%20Grant%20Fund%20is,their%20area%20to%20be%20resili
ent%2C%20safe%2C%20and%20connected. Please follow the link. 

13.8 Councillor Matthews said that the Village Hall had applied for a grant for disabled access.  

14. To receive a report from District Councillor Peter Richards 
14.1 Absent 

 
15 To agree the final version of Hampton Lucy Parish Council’s Standing Orders and Financial Regulations 

15.1 Councillor Matthews explained that the current version had been worked on before lockdown by the 
Clerk, Chair and Vice Chair together with comments from Councillor Kimberley.  

15.2 Councillor Kimberley said that she had been on an ‘End of Year’ course and still had concerns with 
bank signatories, the bank mandate, carrying out our own internal audit and the membership of the 
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Finance Committee of three people being insufficient. Councillor Jones did not agree and neither 
did the Clerk. 

15.3 Councillor Kimberley objected to deleting part of paragraph 6.15. The Clerk said that this made 
perfect sense after his fourth visit to HSBC where the bank yet again confirmed that the actual 
amounts of expenditure were the Council’s business not the bank’s. 

15.4 There was a discussion initiated by Councillor Kimberley (18m 14s) about signatories, named people, 
delegation, committees, and cheques with Councillor Jones saying that paragraph 5.1 covered 
everything. Councillor Kimberley said that any councillor not on the Finance Committee should 
contact the Clerk if they wanted to see a financial document at any time of the year.  Councillor 
Jones disagreed, saying that it was unreasonable to ask to see the finances at any time of the year 
and unreasonable to keep asking for additional information when it had already been delegated and 
agreed. However, the Clerk confirmed that the End of Year accounts had always been made 
available to all councillors prior to the year end and the Chair confirmed that this would enable 
them to carry out their due diligence and duties. 

15.5 Councillor Jones proposed accepting the Standing Orders and Financial regulations. This was 
seconded by Councillor Matthews. Councillor Kimberley was opposed, and the vote was 2:1. 

15.6 It was resolved that: The Council accepts the revised Standing Orders / Financial regulations. 
 

16 To agree the role of individual councillors and Hampton Lucy Parish Council 
16.1 Councillor Jones stressed that councillors had an obligation and duty of care to each other and the 

Parish Clerk. He said that draft minutes should not be given by a councillor to members of the 
public before other councillors had been able to comment on them. Councillor Kimberley asked if 
this was directed at her and Councillor Jones said that no-one had been named. 

16.2 Councillor Jones went on to say that according to the new Standing Orders, the Planning Committee 
ought to be reduced to three. There was another discussion (15m 40s) where Councillor Kimberley 
disagreed with the Chair, but Councillor Jones suggested moving on and putting councillors’ roles on 
both the Finance and Planning committees and these committee’s terms of reference on the agenda 
for the next full council meeting. 

 
17 Payment authorisations: Clerk’s expenses Nov ’19 to Sept ’20: £91.06 (£50 prize for VE75, Laminating 

pouches £9.10, paper £5, Telephone and Internet £20, Printing Charlecote passes, agendas, minutes 
and notices £6.96), Zoom expenses for Councillor Jones for meetings 
17.1 These were authorised with the Zoom payment being £14.39. 
 

18 To agree the bank signatories for the Parish Council 
18.1 Councillor Jones said that the old signatories on the bank mandate would be removed and replaced 

with both the Chair and Vice Chair. Councillor Kimberley disagreed saying that we should wait until 
the next meeting. 
 

19 To consider repairs to the Parish Council laptop 
19.1 The Clerk explained that the Parish Council laptop keyboard and mouse pad do not work, and he 

now uses his own computer. He was asked to get a quote for repairs. 
 

20 Financial Position (Bank Statements) – bank reconciliation is correct on September 2nd  
23.1 The Clerk explained that there had been a query about the Neighbourhood Plan contingency fund. 

Meeting closed at 21.25 pm  
John Dunkerton (October 20th 2020) 
 
Dates of next meetings for 2020: November 24th.  


