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NEWS FROM CHARLECOTE PARK 

The team at Charlecote would like to say a huge ‘thank you’ for your patience and support over the last few weeks. 

Repeated flooding from wet weather has forced us to reduce ticket numbers and close large areas of the parkland to 
conserve it to give it the best chance to recover.  We know this has been frustrating and we want to thank you for your 
patience.  Your forbearance has allowed the grounds to rest and recover, meaning we can re-open the parkland for you 
to enjoy over Easter, and for any events over the summer months. You’ll see the new Jacob lambs in the parkland this 
month – please remember that they are not tame/pet lambs. For their well-being, please keep your distance. 

 

Booking is absolutely essential to guarantee your visit over Easter  

Join us for a socially-distanced, family-friendly Easter Egg trail, with a tasty prize (while stocks last).  

Easter is always busy at Charlecote. We want to continue keeping everyone safe, while giving more local visitors the 
opportunity to enjoy spring in the parkland. Booking through the website will guarantee your visit and ensure the 
safety of our staff, volunteers, other visitors, and you and your family. Entrance to visitors who haven’t pre-booked 
will be paused over Easter.  

During your visit, please continue to observe social-distancing measures and bring a mask to wear when inside the 
shop and café (opening when government restrictions allow).  

Please check the website and social media channels for updates. We look forward to welcoming you back over the 
next few weeks and months. www.nationaltrust.org.uk/charlecote                                                                        MG 

 

 

 

Coronavirus Edition 10 

The Grapevine would also like to say a big ‘thank you’ to Mary Gleaves who has written interesting and  
engaging articles every month for us to read. Mary took over from Sheila Freeman in 2014. News Updates 
on Charlecote Park will continue to be provided by the NT but we want to take this opportunity to thank 
Mary for being the Charlecote Park correspondent over this period of time.                                     The Editor 
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Email: rectory@barford.org.uk  

Rev’d Dr Andy Larkin 

The Vicarage 
Stratford Road 
Wootton Wawen 
B95 6BD 
Tel: 07758 704452 
 

From Your Vicar 

Dear friends, 
  

Over recent weeks I've marvelled at the pace of the vaccine rollout. As it has gained momentum there has been an 
almost tangible wave of hope that has swept our nation. For several months we were confronted with an increasingly 
complex worsening situation. This past winter has been hard and dark in so many ways.  
 
The good news seemed to arrive with the Spring weather. The normal 'lift' we experience as temperatures warm and 
new life flourishes has been amplified by news of falling infection rates and a lowering number of deaths. The 
Government published a Road Map. Yes, dates and details may need to change, but the Map points to a place on the 
horizon when normality will be restored. Having that focus somehow makes the task ahead seem easier, even 
manageable.  
 
Many have commented that the third lockdown was the hardest. Through its opening weeks, there was no end point 
marked out for us. We lived day to day, and each day seemed much the same as the last. We had nothing concrete to 
look forward to because we couldn't plan our futures.  
 
As this month begins we celebrate Easter. We very much hope to offer services in some of our buildings as well as 
online. Our email system, the Benefice Burble will announce any changes needed to our plans. You can subscribe to 
this from our website (https://barfordchurches.org.uk/burble). 
 
Perhaps our recent experience will inform us as we take our annual pilgrimage through Holy Week. We will 
celebrate the high point of Palm Sunday. Then we will recall friends together at supper on Maundy Thursday, still 
unaware of what was about to transpire. Hours later, betrayal then bewilderment at Christ's arrest. The jarring painful 
injustice of Christ's crucifixion on Good Friday. The agony of loneliness and grief for the disciples on Holy Saturday 
finally gives way to amazement, life, joy and hope on Easter Sunday. May you know our Lord's blessing and peace 
as you journey to Easter and beyond,  
  
Wishing you peace,  

Rev’d Andy Larkin  

Vicar 

An extract from ‘Spring’                 

How beautiful is Spring! The sun gleams gold 

     Reflecting like a mirror, burnished ever; 

The skylark from the eddings near the fold, 

     Mounts up and sings!—bright gleams the flowing river 

Full to the brim!—Winter is gone! And never 

     Attempts his scattered force to bring 

Against such burnished scenes; —the true believer 

     Sees flowers in bloom and hears the woodlands ring, 

With joys awake:—how beautiful is Spring! 

 

Anemonies and lilies of the valley 

      Cover whole acres of the forest glade; 

And bluebells, that in woods and spinneys dally, 

      Beneath the oak tree and the hazel’s shade 

The bushiest place is like a carpet made 

In every place where feathered warblers sing, 

                                                              Wild flowers in armies come!—so beautiful is Spring.      (John Clare 1793—1864) 
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Village Hall Centenary Fund Update 

  
The Village Hall Committee were delighted to receive a lot of positive comment following the article in last month’s 
edition of The Grapevine.  We received some very generous donations, including a substantial donation in memory 
of Peter Rodgers, who spent many happy hours in the hall, attending many of our events. Pat is enthusiastic that the 
Village Hall can be similarly enjoyed by the community for many years to come. Unfortunately there was a problem 
with the PayPal Giving Link which temporarily lost our link. This has now been restored and if there are further 
donations that might be made, you can donate by clicking https://www.paypal.com/gb/fundraiser/charity/3879637 . 
If you do use that link, please can we ask you to remember to click on the “add Gift Aid” link on the bottom left of 
the page. If you would like to use a cheque as your method of payment, please can you make the cheque out to 
Hampton Lucy Village Hall Centenary Fund. If you are delivering them, please can you drop them off at 2 The 
Langlands. I will ensure they are banked into the account. For those of you who wish to use electronic banking, the 
account is 

  

Godfrey-Payton Client Account 

Hampton Lucy Village Hall Centenary Fund 

Bank: HSBC 

Sort 40-45-25 

Account: 01480243 

  

Finally a number of people have asked what the target for the appeal is and I can confirm it is £110,000. 

We have now raised over £50,000, which is a terrific amount. The outstanding amount we still need to raise 
currently stands at just over £59,000. 

  

Thank you once again for all your support and we look forward to seeing you back in the Village Hall soon.  EH 
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Hampton Lucy and Charlecote WI 

 

At our last meeting, always the first Wednesday of the month, fifteen members joined our zoom 
evening including our oldest member Mary Woodman (her first WI zoom meeting). It was  
lovely to see her. 

 

Our  usual 'business' this time included a reminder of subs due in March/April and I refer  
members to the minutes which give options for paying. I would also like to remind readers of 
the last Grapevine edition, and the offer of a  'taster' costing £10.75. Jane, our President, would 
love to hear from anyone considering this. Simply phone 07951 683017. You will get a very 
warm welcome. 

 

Our last speaker was Yvonne Price, a Biomedical Scientist and NFWI trustee. Yvonne described the various spe-
cialised pathology laboratories; what they are used for, and what they are able to diagnose in terms of specific medi-
cal issues. These include Clinical Chemistry, Haematology, Blood transfusions, Microbiology and Yvonne's       
particular area, Cellular pathology. Her talk was scientifically informative but also a reminder of the vast number of 
NHS workers who support the ones we have seen on the 'front line' in the last twelve months. Our competition had a 
test tube theme. One member managed a rack of test tubes, but the winner was Kath Clarke with her rather       
beautiful: 'Scientific Contraption'. 

 

The committee has allowed themselves to become a tad excited at the thought of a 
non-zoom meeting where more members, would feel able to attend. The month in 
mind is June, with an outdoor afternoon session under open-sided canvas, when we 
will also celebrate our 102nd birthday. The final details are still under  'wraps'. 

 

Perhaps this is a meeting that anyone considering joining us would like to attend. 
It will be a social occasion. Jane would need to know in advance for catering purpos-
es and there would be a small charge for non-members.      HD                                                                                              

 

https://www.paypal.com/gb/fundraiser/charity/3879637
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A Sublime Experience 
 

After the turmoil of the early March equinoctial gales I was enjoying a peaceful early Sunday morning walk by 
the Avon with our two Border Terriers. The geese were not-so-quietly muttering to each other as they splashed 
down, two green woodpeckers were ‘yaffling’ up on Scar 
Bank, Sylarks were in full song: all was well with the 
world, and especially so when I spotted an instantly rec-
ognisable head trailing a wake in the smooth waters    
below the Charlecote Mill leet weir.  
 
It was an otter, in broad daylight and quite unconcerned, 
swimming steadily downstream and diving every now 
and then - no doubt seeking breakfast. What a privilege. 
I’ve walked this permissive path for 14 years and        
although occasionally seeing signs of otters - neatly 
butchered remains of large fish abandoned on the river-
side and territorial markers of spraint - this was my first 
live-action otter.  
 
By pure luck we happened to be downwind and the dogs were oblivious of the moment so, by standing quietly, 
we remained undetected and the otter calmly made its way downstream, diving and resurfacing until out of sight 
heading towards the old John Lucy Bridge. It was a memorable and moving moment in time and a vindication of 
the recent decision to avoid despoiling this beautiful and peaceful lowland river.                                           AJW                                                                                                                         
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Bees and Pesticides 

‘Hello’ from GREAT, the new local environmental initiative. Our latest GREAT zoom meeting was full of 
enthusiastic chat about potential local projects to get our teeth into when Covid permits. 

 

There was GREAT excitement when we discovered so many of us were 
budding ‘Newbee’ beekeepers. So with that in mind, here’s something to 
ponder: 

 

‘A mounting body of research suggests that systemic pesticides are closely 
linked to global bee decline.’ ** 

 

Of course, that goes for beneficial insects too and the birds who eat them! 

Did you know that a huge number of veg and flower seeds are coated in 
pesticides? I didn’t! So I’ve just ordered organic flower and veg seeds from 
Vital Seeds. Other GREAT friends have recommended Garden Organic, 
Tamar Organics and Real Seeds. True it may not change the world but we all 
have the ability to affect the environment in the daily choices we make.  

 

IDEA: Buy a packet of organic bee-friendly flower seeds and sprinkle in the 
garden.  

TIP: Build a ‘bug hotel’ from odds and ends you have knocking around. They look GREAT, cost very little and 
benefit many types of bees and insects. Check out bug hotels on YouTube. 

 

** The Little Book of Bees by Hilary Kearney. A fantastic easy read with beautiful illustrations.  

 

You can find lots of information about pesticides online, such as on this local site http://www.gardenorganic.org.uk/ 

To have GREAT fun and make a difference together, please email hellogreatfuture@gmail.com or text 07769 
683887.                                                                                                                                                                 AB 
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Warwickshire Trading Standards  
 

Census 2021 ‘Be Scam Aware’ 

Census Day was Sunday 21 March 2021. After Census Day, at the end of March and into April, census field   
officers will be visiting households from which they have not received a completed census form. They will      
encourage people to complete the census and help residents to access further help if they need it. 

Scammers may seek to use the Census as an opportunity to perpetrate doorstep, telephone, and online scams, so it 
is important to remember the following: 

 At no point will you be asked for your national insurance number, passwords, bank account details, or your 
credit or debit card numbers, nor any payment 

 You will not receive any payment for completing the census, so any offers of money in exchange for your 
account details will be fraudulent 

 You will not be called for information about the census unless you’ve made an appointment with the Census 
Contact Centre or made a query or complaint 

 No-one will enter your home in relation to the census 

Help to fill out your form is free (for more information visit: https://census.gov.uk/ or phone 0800 141 2021) 

You can report a fraud direct to Action Fraud on 0300 123 2040 or visit: https://www.actionfraud.police.uk/ 

 

Damp Proof Scam Warning 

Warwickshire homeowners have reported receiving nuisance phone calls from people informing them that some-
one will visit their property to check for damp. The callers were also asking about the resident’s financial situa-
tion. Offering free surveys is sometimes a way for unscrupulous businesses to access people’s properties so they 
can apply the ‘hard sell’ and carry out often very expensive and unnecessary insulation work. Put the phone down 
immediately on cold callers and never buy goods or services from unexpected callers, either on the doorstep or 
over the phone. For more information visit: https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/consumeradvice                   SC 
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  Wellesbourne & District Lions Club 

 

  Lions are making plans - with cautious optimism 

 

We are pleased to be able to tell you that we raised £205 at our Valentine’s Day collection at Wellesbourne Co-op. 

On a very cold day, several hardy Lions together with Clarence, our mascot, stood outside shaking some socially 

distanced buckets. Many thanks to the Co-op for making this possible and to everyone who contributed. 

As promised, we are making plans for our fundraising this year, with no absolute guarantees when certain activities 

will be permitted. We are erring on the side of caution for the next few months: 

In May we will be asking families to get creative in the kitchen with a ‘virtual bake off’ challenge to make 

a baked item in the form of a lion; more details will be available in newsletters next month and on our website 

and Facebook pages. 

For July we are planning walking treasure hunts for each of the major villages in our area. 

We will be announcing the winners of the Easter Egg Nest competition in May newsletters (still time to enter if you 

are reading this before 5pm on 3rd April!) 

Throughout 2021 we will be running a campaign to raise funds for local Guiding groups through our Just Giving 

page where you can also find more information : https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/

wellesbournelions2021in2021 . We will be publishing updates on this initiative throughout the year. To find out 

more about any of our work or how you can get involved please email: info@wellesbourne-lions.org.uk 

Please help the Lions continue to help the people of Wellesbourne, Ettington, Combrook, Moreton Morrell, 

Lighthorne, Kineton, Barford, Hampton Lucy, Charlecote and all communities in between.                                    CE 
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Save the date - Hampton Lucy Jazz Picnic and BBQ Friday 9th July 6.30pm  

Hampton Lucy Parish Field 

 

The Hampton Lucy Jazz Picnic is on Friday 9th July at 6.30pm. The Gerschwin Gang are back 
with a selection of jazz pieces for you to listen and relax to whilst enjoying your picnic. We are 
also running a BBQ and soft drinks to purchase on the night. There will also be a raffle with a  

selection of great prizes. Ticket prices are £10 per adult and £20 per family.  

Tickets are available through the TicketSource link on the Hampton Lucy Village Hall Events Facebook page or 
from Helen Leeson (mobile number 07776141395). All proceeds to go to raising funds for Hampton Lucy Village 
Hall.                                                                                                                                                                     HL 
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Church Notices 
 

28th March - Palm Sunday 

Charlecote – 9.30am 

Online – 11am  

  

1st April - Maundy Thursday 

Online – 7.30pm  

  

2nd April - Good Friday 

Online – 2.30pm  

  

4th April - Easter Day 

Charlecote Holy Communion – 9.30am 

Barford Holy Communion  – 9.30am  

Hampton Lucy Holy Communion – 11am 

Online – 11am 

 

11th April - Easter 2 

Online - 11am (Pre-recorded, available from our website) 

  

18th April - Easter 3 Onwards.  

We hope to begin the return to our buildings. Details will be published when we have confirmation of the regulatory 
requirements. 

  

Attending Services in our buildings 

Recognising that our buildings are of limited capacity (due to social distancing), seating will be allocated on a 'first 
come, first served' basis. Online registration for Test and Trace purposes will be available but we are not able to 
guarantee seating based on registration. To comply with current legislation, masks must be worn, social distancing 
observed and 'socialising between bubbles' avoided. We are grateful for your understanding in these matters. 

  

Keeping up to date in case of changes 

Our email system (The Benefice Burble) remains the best way to keep in touch. You can subscribe here (https://
barfordchurches.org.uk/burble). Changes will also be announced on church noticeboards. 

“Thank you” to all of our advertisers for your valued support. Your patronage helps us to deliver this newsletter  
free of charge to over 500 households in the three Parishes. When responding to an advertiser please mention The Grapevine 

Our correspondents this month: 

  EH - Eddie Hoare; MG - Mary Gleaves; LB -  Lisa Barnett; HD - Hilary Dunkerton; CE - Carol Evered;  
SC - Simon Cripwell; AB - Anne Bowen;  AJW - Jeremy Whyman; HL - Helen Leeson 

The Notice Board The Loxley website: 

www.loxleyvillage.com 

 The Hampton Lucy website:  

www.hamptonlucy.wordpress.com 

The Charlecote website: 

www.charlecotevillagehall.weebly.com 

Carers4Carers monthly meeting 
 

Carers4Carers is a self-help support group for carers living in Kineton, surrounding villages and rural areas.     
Membership is free and we offer a monthly newsletter and friendly telephone support. Our virtual coffee morning is 
now accessible to those without internet access. New and existing members are always welcome.  

Look out for joining instructions in our monthly email or contact the number below.  

Do take a look at our website www.carers4carersonthefosse.org.uk, email us at kcarers4carers@gmail.com or call 
Gillian on 07947 893504.                                                                                                                                             LB 
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GUITAR LESSONS 
at Charlecote Village Hall 

 

Learn from an award-winning musician 

with 40 years' experience  

in the music industry. 

All ages and abilities welcome. 

Call Allen on 07766 244177 
www.allenmaslen.com 

Stripes Garden Maintenance 
Grass Cutting, Hedge Trimming,  

Patio Cleaning,  

Garden Furniture Cleaning. No job too small.  

Local reliable service. 

Call Chris Clarke, 01789 295909  

Mobile: 07928 895501 

e-mail:  stripeschris@aol.com 

H T WILLIAMS PEST CONTROL 
Rats, moles, mice, wasps, ants, insects 

Green Cottage,  

Little Kineton,   

CV35 0DN 

 

Call: 07375 296827 

SUSAN ENGLAND MCSP 

Chartered Physiotherapist  
Registered with the Health and Care Professions 

Council  

Hampton Corner, Warwick Road,  

Stratford upon Avon, CV37 0NZ 

Tel/Fax: 01789 263891 

Hunscote Farm Shop 
Stratford Road, Wellesbourne 

Tel: 01789 840240 

 

‘A Farmer’s Market on your doorstep’ 
Open Tuesday to Thursday: 8.00am to 5.30pm 

Friday: 8.00am to 6.00pm 

Saturday: 8.00am to 5.00 pm 

Local Service Providers 

 
 
 
 

High quality  
curtains and roman blinds.  

Free measurement and quotation. 

              Mobile: 0781 809 8306 

www.seccombecurtainsandblinds.co.uk  

Brush up your language skills,  

Extra tuition for your child? 

Private French and Spanish lessons 

by qualified local teacher 

Over ten years' experience 

All ages and abilities welcome  

Group lessons or 1-2-1.  

Contact:  nw2translations@gmail.com  

Please use the contact details listed by the 
advertisers for updates on availability of 
services and classes during the ongoing 

Corvid-19 

Miri at Le Spa   
A Idyllic Retreat for Bespoke Beauty 

Visit our web site for a range of fabulous Treatments  

www.miriatlespa.com    Tel : 01789 773 857 
2 ,Hatton Rock Business Centre,Hatton Rock,Stratford- Upon- 

Avon,CV37 0NQ 

Special offer : £10 off any treatment on production of this ad-
vert 

Anna Watson  

Beauty Therapist 
Professional beauty therapist offering full range of treatments from facials, all 

types of warm and hot wax, massage, tinting and facials  

Please check out my website: www.annawatsonbeauty.com 

Instagram: anna_warwickshire_beauty 

Facebook: Anna Watson Beauty Therapist 

Tel: 07876414423 
07507 953659 

http://www.seccombecurtainsandblinds.co.uk
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