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Coronavirus Edition 11 
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Thank you for a ‘cracking’ Easter. 
Thank you for your support over Easter. We had lots of changes this year to keep everyone safe. The booking sys-
tem has helped us to carefully increase the numbers in the parkland and keep everyone spread out and safe. Please 
continue to book your visits in advance to guarantee your visit. 
 
Carpark make over 
During the pandemic, planned works to improve the car park were put on hold. We’re fortunate enough to now be 
in a position where we can look at restarting this work over the spring and summer. We’re aiming to create an all-
weather carpark to provide a year-round offer to reduce erosion, compaction, and potholes. Dates are yet to be  
confirmed but if you’re arriving by car over the summer, you may find a digger in your usual parking spot or    
diversions in place. These improvements will be very welcome come winter when things can get a little soggy. 

Plant Centre – reopens 
At the time of writing, we’re looking to have Avenue Plants, located by our Visitor Reception building, open from 
April 12 (subject to Government guidance). Hopefully when you’re reading this, it should now be open, selling a 
lovely variety of plants and gardening equipment.  
 
House and Servants’ Hall Shop 
In the late spring/early summer we’re hoping to reopen some of our indoor spaces such as the Servants’ Hall Shop 
and the main house. There are no confirmed dates yet, but our teams are working hard behind the scenes, to reopen 
these spaces safely. 
 
Things continue to change weekly through the pandemic, so keep checking the website for updates on dates for 

events, activities and what’s next to reopen www.nationaltrust.org.uk/charlecote-park                               LH 
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Email: rectory@barford.org.uk  

Rev’d Dr Andy Larkin 

The Vicarage 
Stratford Road 
Wootton Wawen 
B95 6BD 
Tel: 07758 704452 
 

From Your Vicar 

Dear friends, 
  

Lockdown has started to lift. Dare we look ahead and think of summer, perhaps even getting away on holiday? I'm 
sure some of you will be dreaming of foreign shores. Living in one of the world’s wealthier nations offers us the 
privilege of easy travel under normal circumstances. The good old ‘pound’ tends to fare well, and our passports 
aren’t controversial in most nations. 

 

As the vaccine rollout continues at pace, it is clear that we also have the good fortune to live in a nation with 
significant scientific research capability. When viewed on a global scale, we are a tiny island, but there are areas in 
which we certainly ‘punch well above our weight’. 

 

Over the winter, our garden was visited by a flock of redwings. It was a beautiful sight that lifted my spirits. They 
gathered to feed on ground-fall apples and stayed with us for several days. Redwings migrate from Russia and 
Scandinavia during the Autumn. Unable to swim, they cross the 500 miles of the North Sea in one flight. Seeing 
them in the garden reminded me of how interconnected our world is. Nature doesn't respect national boundaries. 

  

Two of the most significant issues we face as a nation are Covid-19 and climate change. As has been shown in recent 
months, we can do a considerable amount to solve our own problems, but ultimately these issues require 
international cooperation. If Covid-19 is at epidemic proportions in any nation, it presents a challenge to the global 
community. 

  

The speed of our vaccine rollout has been a major national triumph. As we find ourselves in an increasingly good 
place, I hope that the same dedication and focus can help less fortunate nations. Until we are all safe, life can't truly 
return to normal. 

  

I'm very aware that several families are patiently waiting for us to baptise their children. This is something that I’m 
really looking forward to. During the baptism service, we all say the words ‘we are children of the same heavenly 
Father’. Words that I reflect upon each time I see reports of the profound suffering Covid is causing around the 
world. 

 

Wishing you Christ’s peace, 

Rev’d Andy Larkin  

Proud Songsters  

The thrushes sing as the sun is going 

                                                                        And the finches whistle in ones and pairs, 

And as it gets dark loud nightingales  

                                                                                 In bushes 

Pipe as they can when April wears, 

As if all Time were theirs. 

 

                                                                 These are brand-new birds of twelve-months’ growing, 

                                                                 Which a year ago, or less than twain, 

                                                                 No finches were, nor nightingales, 

                                                                                 Nor thrushes, 

                                                                  But only particles of grain, 

                                                                  And earth, and air, and rain.                          (Thomas Hardy 1840 - 1928) 

 

Grapevine Contact Details 

Grapevine copy by the 10th of the month please, with a contact telephone number, to: The Editor, Bridie Sullivan 

Tel: 01789  470977. E-mail: grapevine2@btinternet.com.  

A colour version of The Grapevine is available via email. Please contact The Editor if you would like to be added to 
the contacts list.  

Rev’d John Horton 

16 Huntington Court 

Lowes Lane 

Wellesbourne 

CV35 9RF 

Tel: 01789 470191 

Email:  

hortonjohn1949@gmail.com 
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Hampton Lucy and Charlecote WI 

 

Fifteen members joined our penultimate Zoom meeting on Wednesday 7 April, and a further five people sent their 
apologies. 

 

It should have been our 102nd birthday party. We now hope that we’ll be able to celebrate it on the 2 June at our 
planned tea party. 

 

After the usual ‘business’ which included a reminder that our subscriptions of £44 are due, the President introduced 
our speaker Di Vernon. Her talk was ‘My Journey as a Blacksmith’. 

 

In her early 50s Di changed careers from midwife to blacksmith. She enthusiastically took us through this amazing 
journey: describing her new qualifications; the blacksmith culture; tools of the trade; and she showed us some of her 

creations. She is based at Middleton Hall near Tamworth, and gave us an open 
invitation to visit her. 

 

For the competition, ladies were asked to show a piece of worked metal. Hel-
en Hogarth’s doorstop won. Chosen for its simplicity. The story behind her 
object was that her husband Ian designed it and had it made in the foundry 
where he worked.  

 

Our last planned Zoom meeting will on Thursday, 6 May. This change of day 
is a one-off to accommodate our speaker Linda Holmes who will be in role as 
the Baroness of Bolsover. The Baroness will take us through Victorian Eti-
quette at Afternoon Tea.  Members have been asked to bring a cup and saucer, 
tea spoon and napkin. I think we might all to have sit up straight!     HD                                                   

 

The Lucy Lads Ride Again 

 
After all of the frustration and ennui of the past year’s lockdowns, The Lads’ will meet up in the beer garden at 

the Boars Head on Thursday, 20 May from 11.30am to renew friendships, enjoy a pint of Phil and Angie’s best 
bitter, put the world to rights and talk about a programme for the ensuing year. A light pub lunch will be       

available, as always. Any ‘Lad’ from (or loosely associated with) Hampton Lucy is welcome to come along - no 

subscription and no formality - and we look forward to meeting up after a break of far too long. Further details on 

The Lucy Lads are on the Hampton Lucy village website: https://hamptonlucy.wordpress.com            AJW         

 

Carers4Carers monthly meeting 
 

Carers4Carers is a self-help support group for carers living in Kineton, surrounding villages and rural areas.     
Membership is free and we offer a monthly newsletter and friendly telephone support. Our virtual coffee morning is 
now accessible to those without internet access. New and existing members are always welcome.  

Look out for joining instructions in our monthly email or contact the number below.  

 

Do take a look at our website www.carers4carersonthefosse.org.uk, email us at kcarers4carers@gmail.com or call 
Gillian on 07947 893504.                                                                                                                                             LB 

Note from the Editor: As more and more events in our community are cautiously getting underway, please re-
member to contact the The Grapevine so that we can let villagers know meetings and gatherings are beginning to 
take place. If you are a keen photographer and have a photograph taken locally, of our beautiful countryside or of 
wildlife,  please send to The Editor, with your name and a title for the photograph. If there is room, we will try and 
include it. For readers who have given me their email addresses, you can see your image in colour. 

http://www.carers4carersonthefosse.org.uk/
mailto:kcarers4carers@gmail.com


Grapevine Environmental Action Team 

 
Hello from GREAT. I’ve recently temporarily replaced my bedtime fiction with factual books (e.g. bee-keeping 
manuals), but also books on more sustainable living. This quotation from How to Garden the Low Carbon Way by 
Sally Nex made a huge impact: 

 

‘Homemade is low carbon. Whenever you make something using ingredients grown in your garden, you’re 
bypassing all the emissions involved in manufacture, packaging, transporting and selling its commercial alternative.’ 

 

So the fruit you pick from the garden, the bunch of flowers you cut, the lettuce you grow for lunch, the sprig of mint 
for a herbal tea, all of this is making a small difference to our carbon footprint. It all adds up.  

 

So here’s a GREAT idea: Make your own compost. Forgive me diehard composters, your mission is to convince 
friends, family and neighbours of the benefits. You will save money on buying compost and green waste collection 
charges, reduce carbon emissions and plastic waste. You can build a simple compost heap, preferably from 
reclaimed materials: check online for ideas and materials or put the £40 you’ve saved not having your green waste 
collected, towards buying a compost bin. It really doesn’t take up much room and that beautiful dark rich crumbly 
compost will be where you want it, in your garden ready to use!  

 

GREAT tip: Use a mixture of greens (grass cutting, peelings, leafy growth) and browns (woody plant material, 
straw, shredded newspaper, cardboard) so your compost doesn’t turn into a soggy methane-producing mess. 
Warning, only put cooked food and meat/fish waste in a rodent-secure hot composter.  

 

GREAT excitement: My Mothers Day present was an RHS award winning ‘HotBin’ -  a bit pricey but it massively 
speeds up composting time and you can put cooked food waste in once it’s up to temperature. Watch this space. 

 

You can order your cut-price compost bin from https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/composting 

 

GREAT read: The Sustainable (ish) Living Guide by Jen Gale, is full of no pressure practical ideas to slot into your 
daily life.                                                                                                                                                                AB 
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Tree of the Month—Hawthorn 

Hawthorn (Crataegeus monogyna) May blossom is one of the 
finest sights to see in the fields around our villages. Trees can 
reach a height of 15m but are more commonly used as a hedging 
plant. The tree is a great habitat for insects and birds with the   
flowers providing pollen for bees and other pollinating insects.  

Hawthorn has a dense habit and is very thorny! The blossom can 
be white or pink and both colours fill the hedgerows at this time 
of year. In the autumn the berries are eaten by birds, including 
migrating birds such as redwings, fieldfares and thrushes.   BS 



   

Wellesbourne & District Lions Club 

 

Congratulations to the winners of last month’s ‘eggs in nest’ competition. They are:  

Isla (11 and under), Lucy (12-16 years) and Zoe (adult). Many thanks to everyone who entered. 

For May we are asking families to get creative in the kitchen with a ‘virtual bake off’ challenge to make a baked 
item with a lion theme. So, get your aprons on, bake us something sweet or savoury, and help us to continue 
supporting people in your local community. Details of how to enter are in our separate advertisement. 
 

Throughout 2021 we are running a campaign to raise funds for local Guiding groups through our just giving page 
where you can also find more information: https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/wellesbournelions2021in2021  

 

We will be publishing updates on this initiative throughout the year. 

 

To find out more about any of our work or how you can get involved please email: 

info@wellesbourne-lions.org.uk 
 

 

Please help the Lions continue to help the 

people of Wellesbourne, Ettington, 

Combrook, Moreton Morrell, Lighthorne, 

Kineton, Barford, Hampton Lucy, 

Charlecote and all communities in between. 

Something we have been doing for nearly 

50 years! 

You can donate anytime by going to: 

https://www.justgiving.com/

wellesbournedistrict-lionsclubs 

 

or use our dedicated QR code:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Charity Registration No. 1061868  

http://www.wellesbourne-lions.org.uk/ 

@wdlionsclub 

                                                      CE 
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Church Notices 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attending Services in our buildings 

Recognising that our buildings are of limited capacity (due to social distancing), seating will be allocated on a ‘first 
come, first served’ basis. Online registration for Test and Trace purposes will be available but we are not able to 
guarantee seating based on registration. To comply with current legislation, masks must be worn, social distancing 
observed and ‘socialising between bubbles’ avoided. We are grateful for your understanding in these matters. 

  

Keeping up to date in case of changes 

Our email system (The Benefice Burble) remains the best way to keep in touch. You can subscribe here (https://
barfordchurches.org.uk/burble). Changes will also be announced on church noticeboards. 

Our correspondents this month: 

  LH - Lyndsay Hooper; LB -  Lisa Barnett; HD - Hilary Dunkerton; CE - Carol Evered;  
AB - Anne Bowen;  AJW - Jeremy Whyman; BS - Bridie Sullivan 

The Notice Board The Loxley website: 

www.loxleyvillage.com 

 The Hampton Lucy website:  

www.hamptonlucy.wordpress.com 

The Charlecote website: 

www.charlecotevillagehall.weebly.com 
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Dates to put in your Diary! 

 

Hampton Lucy Jazz Picnic on 9th July at 6.30 pm 
Don't forget to buy your tickets for this event. Music will be from the Gershwin Gang and all proceeds towards the Village 
Hall. https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/hampton-lucy-village-hall-committee 

 

Village Festival - June 26th on the Parish Field. 
Music, craft stalls, barbecue etc. This is a free event with all proceeds going towards the Village Hall, more details later. 

Note from the Editor: You may notice that our usual page for advertising in The Grapevine isn’t there this 
month.  We are in the process of re-working that page and will be in contact with our loyal advertisers over the 
next few weeks. Advertisements will be back in the June/July edition, so please contact us if you’d like to      
advertise your business, or service provided.  
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