
Hampton Lucy Parish Council 
 
(Minutes of meeting held on Tuesday January 26th 2021 – this was a Zoom meeting that opened at 19.00pm) 

Don’t forget Census Day on Sunday March 21st 

Present – Councillors Jones, Matthews, Byrd, Clark and Kimberley together with Councillor Anne Parry (WCC) 
and 2 members of the public. 

1. Public participation in discussion of agenda items 
Councillor Jones confirmed that members of the public could contribute on agenda items. 
 

2. To receive apologies for absence. 
2.1 District Councillor Richards (email sent) 
 

3. To receive declarations of interest 
3.1 None 

 
4. To resolve that the minutes of the following meetings are a correct record: November 24th  

4.1 Councillor Byrd proposed accepting these minutes. This was seconded by Councillor Clark and 
Councillors Jones and Matthews both agreed. Councillor Kimberley abstained. 

4.2 It was resolved that: The minutes of the above meeting are accepted.  
 

5. To receive information on ‘GREAT’, the Grapevine Environmental Action Team 
5.1 Tass Smith explained that the group was interested in environmental matters and had made contact 

with similar groups in Loxley, Harbury and Napton. The group would focus on such things as waste, 
biodiversity and tree planting. It was important to get things done. 

5.2 Councillors Jones, Matthews and Byrd said that it was a fantastic initiative and thanked Tass who 
replied saying that it would not be a standalone group but would work with other village groups. 
 

6. To discuss traffic problems observed by resident opposite the school 
7.1 The Clerk explained that the resident had observed many parents searching for a parking place causing 

some traffic problems. Councillor Jones said the twice daily chaos was unlikely to be sorted and would 
always be a problem while some children came from outside the village to the school. Councillor Clark 
said that there was little we could do but couldn’t there be a teacher doing the ‘meet and greet’? 
 

7 To agree the update of the website and ICT provision 
7.1 Councillor Jones said that he still wanted to keep up on this and have our own website and email 

addresses. He was using a web designer at present and thought that it would be about £300 for the 
Council. He was keen to move this forward and it was important for the Council to have its own 
domain. All other councillors agreed. 
 

8 To receive an update on the Neighbourhood Plan 
8.1 Councillor Matthews explained that the Health Check had been done and the latest version would be 

made available to councillors soon. The ecological assessment will be done soon and public 
consultation could take place in the next 3 months or so. Councillor Jones thanked Councillor 
Matthews and the neighbourhood plan group but would rather that the public consultation took place 
out of lockdown, so perhaps not rush things at this stage. Councillor Matthews said that the evidence 
needed to go on the website and Councillor Kimberley explained that there was already a 
neighbourhood plan domain name. 
 
 

9 To receive an update on the Village Hall improvements 
9.1 Councillor Matthews said that the grants had been a success, totalling £40,000. Some of this needed 

matched funding and perhaps we could start thinking of fund-raising events.   
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10 To receive an update on Parkours equipment for the S106 funding 

10.1 The Clerk had previously explained that the cycle track idea would be expensive, roughly £40,000. He 
had since sent out details of the Parkours to councillors (https://www.redlynchleisure.co.uk/sports-
fitness/parkour-equipment/)with a cost of perhaps up to £13,000 together with the safety surface. 
Councillor Jones particularly liked it and suggested that some of the costs could be removed if 
Councillor Clark was happy to do some of the groundwork. The Clerk said that he would get the 
‘Redlynch’ representative to do a site visit and give a more accurate estimate.  

10.2  The Clerk said that the S106 was in the budget and we have until 2023 to spend it. Councillor 
Kimberley mentioned the outdoor table tennis. The Clerk agreed to get a price for this but thought 
that this was only useful in the Spring and Summer months but the Parkours could be all year round. 
 

11. Opportunity to propose agenda items for the next Parish Council meeting or raise matters for the notice 
of the Council 
10.3 Tass Smith said that SDC was changing their waste procedures from 2022 and it was agreed to make 

this an agenda item. A member of the public said he was interested in joining Tass’ group.  
10.4 Councillor Kimberley said perhaps the Parish Council could get involved in the Census next March. 

 
12 20/03536/FUL - 2 The Close (demolition of existing conservatory and the erection of a single storey 

rear extension) 
12.1 The resident explained that they don’t use the conservatory much and needed a bigger kitchen. The 

extension would be roughly twice the original footprint but the neighbours were happy with this as 
they were also planning an extension. Councillor Jones asked about maintenance of the walls. 

12.2 Councillor Matthews did not see any objections to the plans and would be happy to support it.  
12.3 Councillor Kimberley said that there might be light issues if only one house built an extension. 
12.4 Councillor Clark had no objection but was concerned about the gap between the walls, couldn’t they 

be joined. Councillor Jones also had no objection but was still concerned about the walls. 
12.5 Councillor Jones proposed ‘no representation’ and asked that the planning authority look at both 

applications together. Councillor Clark seconded this, and all were agreed.  
12.6 The resident agreed that a shared party wall did make some sense as it would give extra space. 
12.7 It was resolved that: The Council would suggest ‘no representation’ as long as both applications 

were considered together. 
 

13 To receive a report from County Councillor Anne Parry 
13.1 COVID-18 Update - The impact of Lockdown 3 appears to be taking effect and figures released on 25 

January show that for the SDC area the seven day rate/100,000 is now decreasing – 235.2/100,000 
(284 last week) and the over 60’s day rate is 143.9/100,000 (218 last week) (with 60 cases over the 
last seven days), which when compared to other districts in Warwickshire for all ages is Nuneaton & 
Bedworth 389/100,000, North Warwickshire 467/100,000, Warwick 290/100,000 and Rugby 
354/100,000. The situation regarding SWFT Hospital Beds has decreased with 98 (107) confirmed 
cases of COVID-19 and 8 (4) patients in ICU (figures in brackets are from 22 Jan).  The capacity has 
consequently increased to 14% from 10%, with the number of ‘open’ beds at 378. 

13.2 New Testing Facility - A new Lateral Flow Testing facility has been launched at the Courtyard 
Theatre in Stratford and is for people without any Covid symptoms.  To date 4569 tests have been 
undertaken with 25 positive results. Booking a test is online via Stratford-upon-Avon COVID 
Community Testing Events | Eventbrite 

13.3 Vaccinations - The vaccine rollout has now started and gaining momentum in GP practices together 
with the Hospital sites; and WCC is involved with the setting up of the mass vaccination site at 
Stoneleigh Park which opened this week. This will complement another mass vaccination facility in 
Birmingham at Millennium Point which is being used as an alternative facility offering earlier access, 
however residents may prefer to await an invitation to go either to the medical centre in 
Wellesbourne or at Southam Clinic – depending on which GP practice they are registered with. 
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Essentially the three hospital hubs will be using the Pfizer vaccine and local GP’s will be 
administering the OxfordAZ vaccine.  Roving teams are carrying out vaccinations in care homes 
amongst staff and residents and it is anticipated to have all care homes in Warwickshire vaccinated 
by the end of the month, as this is a priority area. 

13.4 Waste and Recycling - The Household Waste and Recycling Sites in Wellesbourne, Stratford and 
Leamington will continue to be operated via the booking system throughout the Lockdown period, 
unless there are changes to the guidelines by the Government. 

13.5 Local Elections - The local county elections are still planned to be held in May, however any form of 
canvassing and campaigning through the distribution of literature continues to be banned until 
further notice in view of Covid restrictions.  This is also to advise that the polling station in Hampton 
Lucy has been risk assessed in line with Covid guidelines and in view of the tight one-way entrance 
into the village hall, voters from Hampton Lucy will be asked to go to Charlecote Village Hall to vote 
or to use the postal voting system.  This is a temporary measure for this year’s county elections. 

13.6 Council Tax - WCC Council Tax is likely to rise by 3% (with 1% ring-fenced for Adult Social Care) and 
Warwickshire Police precept is set to be increased by £15.  The budget will be debated at Full 
Council next month. 

13.7 In response to a question, Councillor Parry said that she would investigate further the Waste schemes 
proposed for 2022. 

14. To receive a report from District Councillor Peter Richards (absent but see Appendix) 
 

15 To agree the membership of the Planning Committee 
15.1 Councillor Jones proposed that the Planning Committee consist of Councillors Clark and Matthews 

together with himself. Councillor Kimberley asked what criteria had been used, the reply being their 
particular expertise and the applications being submitted in a timely manner. 

15.2 This was seconded by Councillor Byrd and agreed by Councillors Clark and Matthews. Councillor 
Kimberley abstained. 
 

16 To agree the Role of the Internal Auditor, the Parish Council Risk Assessment and Reporting Finance at 
meetings 
16.1 The Clerk explained that the Finance Committee had agreed with his suggestions. However, 

Councillor Kimberley felt that there had been some confusion last summer because the internal 
auditor had approved the risk assessment but suggested that it was not within the scope of the audit. 
She had looked at the WALC model and the Parish Council should produce a formal remit for him. 
There were two other things in the WALC model to consider and she would send these over. 

16.2 The Clerk did not agree that there had been any confusion. 
16.3 Councillor Jones proposed accepting the current situation as well as the Finance Committee 

considering the extra ‘two items’ and this was seconded by Councillor Clark. All were agreed. 
 

17 Payment authorisations: Clerk’s expenses £90 (First, Second and Third Prizes for Best decoration on top 
of the village Christmas Tree), Zoom expenses for Councillor Jones 
17.1 Councillor Byrd proposed accepting. This was seconded by Councillor Clark and all were agreed. 
 
 

18 To agree the contract for streetlights being replaced in future years 
18.1 The Clerk explained that this had been agreed by the Finance Committee and it did make sense, 

there being Health & Safety issues if the Council tried purchasing its own columns for the lights, 
hoping that they would match up with the lights. 

18.2 Councillor Jones agreed that this made sense and it is under the £2000 limit. Ideally, we ought to get 
three quotes but we do have a contract with the County Council and there are matters of Health & 
Safety involved.  
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19 To confirm action on the Parish Council laptop 

19.1 Councillor Jones confirmed that it was a waste to repair this and suggested a replacement. The Clerk 
explained that it was easier for him to use his own computer and laptop which he needed anyway, 
any replacement perhaps being a waste of parish funds. 

 
20 To agree the Precept for 2021-2022 as £16,589.83, a 2.07 % increase compared to 2020-2021 (due 

mainly to three obsolete streetlights needing replacing). 
20.1 Councillor Jones noted that this was still 0.9% less than the general increase and proposed accepting 

this precept value. This was seconded by Councillor Clark. All were agreed, although Councillor 
Kimberley asked about the level of reserves and the Youth Club funding.  

20.2 Councillor Jones confirmed that the reserves had been considered and it is a decision taken on an 
annual basis. The Clerk confirmed that the Council actually holds the funds for the Youth Club. 

 
21 To agree replacement of defibrillator pads 

21.1 All agreed that this should be done. 
 

22 To agree that the Chair and Vice Chair of Hampton Lucy Parish Council should be the signatories (as 
required) on the HSBC bank account 
22.1 Councillor Jones proposed that this should be done. This was seconded by Councillor Byrd and all 

were agreed. 
 

23 Financial Position (Bank Statements / HSBC website) – bank reconciliation is correct on January 1st 
23.1 The Clerk explained that this was on track but there were some large bills coming for the 

replacement street lights. However, the Council had managed to budget for some of this in previous 
years. 

Meeting closed at 20.35 pm  

Appendix 

COVID Update - Stratford-on-Avon District Council remains open and operational during the current lockdown. 
The following District Council services that remain open and operational at this time include: Refuse and 
Recycling collections, Public toilets, Planning, Building Control, Private Sector Housing, Revenues and Benefits - 
although site visits will be limited, Environmental Health, An 'Essentials Market' (food produce only) will be held 
on Rother Street on Fridays between 9am and 4pm, Parks and opens spaces, Play areas and District Council car 
parks. The main reception at the District Council offices in Stratford-upon-Avon, remains closed to public 
visitors. You can find the latest information and access services from the Council's website at 
www.stratford.gov.uk , email us info@stratford-dc.gov.uk or contact the District Council by phone on 01789 
267575. All committee meetings remain 'virtual' and operational online. The majority of staff are continuing to 
work from home. Other services currently suspended or closed include: The Visitor Information Centre, Outdoor 
gym equipment, District Council Leisure Centres in Alcester, Shipston, Southam, Stratford and Studley and 
Skatepark. 

Business Support Grants - The Government has recently announced additional funding for businesses that have 
to close during this lockdown, we are still waiting for more details on this. In the meantime for more 
information please visit: Find coronavirus financial support for your business - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk).# 

Budget - The time has come for us to set out budget for the years ahead. The Council are required to hold a 
minimum of £2.5m in reserves in its medium-term financial plan. In previous years we have held a healthy 
amount of reserves however, the Covid pandemic has eaten into those quite substantially and we now need to 
plan for the future. The drop in reserves along with other losses in income as a result of the pandemic have left 
us little choice but to increase Council tax and consider cutting some discretionary services where appropriate. 
Full details of the budget are yet to be published but I would anticipate an increase in Council Tax along with 
charges for Green Waste and increased parking charges. When more detail is available I will share that with you. 
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Parking Charges - Following today’s Cabinet meeting, the Cabinet have confirmed that they will be putting to 
public consultation a proposed change to our parking charges. Those changes include: Abolish the Concessionary 
(Over 65s) Permit, Convert all Stratford Town Centre car parks to card only with a pay by phone option as well, 
Introduce charging in Fisherman's Car Park in Stratford-upon-Avon, Increase the hourly tariffs at Stratford 
Leisure Centre for coaches, lorries and motorhomes, Increase overnight charges at Stratford Leisure Centre for 
cars (from £2 to £3) and coaches, lorries and motorhomes (from £2 to £20), Introduce two hours maximum stay 
at The Greig Leisure Centre and Shipston Leisure Centre to eliminate the misuse of the car parks by non-leisure 
centre users, Reduce the maximum stay for permit holders at Stratford Leisure Centre from four hours to three 
hours and no longer offer evening permits and season tickets due to insufficient take up. The changes will now 
be subject to a six-week consultation and come into effect during the 2021/22 financial year. Further details of 
the consultation will be posted online and I will advise you of the consultation links when they are available. 

Green Waste - The District Councils Garden Waste Scheme comes into force from April this year. It is a 
subscription service and for those wishing to continue to have a green bin collection the Councils subscription 
service opens today (11th Jan 2021). Please visit https://www.stratford.gov.uk/onlineforms/subscribe-for-
garden-waste service.cfm/form/gardenwaste/q/1  in order to subscribe. There is an early bird offer of £35 for 
the first year if you subscribe now, returning to £40 a year if you subscribe before the 28th February 2021. 

Gypsy and Traveller Plan - Stratford-on-Avon District Council is running a 'call for sites' exercise to identify 
appropriate and sustainable sites brought forward by landowners and other interested parties to provide 
additional permanent Gypsy and Traveller and Travelling Showpeople sites. The Council’s assessment in 2019 
identified a need across this District between 59 and 70 additional permanent pitches for Gypsies and Travellers 
plus 6 additional Travelling Showpeople plots to be delivered by 2035. The principal way we meet this unmet 
need is to allocate additional sites across the District for this type of accommodation. To do so we are reliant 
upon sites being brought forward for consideration. Any sites submitted will be assessed and used to inform the 
preparation of the Gypsy and Traveller and Traveller Showpeople Local Plan which the Council is currently 
preparing. The planning system has an important role to play in ensuring fair and equal treatment for Gypsies 
and Travellers and Travelling Showpeople by enabling the provision of suitable accommodation. Sites should be 
submitted by using the Call for Sites form available online at www.stratford.gov.uk/gandt or by emailing it to 
planning.policy@stratford-dc.gov.uk. The deadline for submitting sites is Monday 1 March 2021. The 'call for 
sites' runs alongside a consultation on the Council's draft Gypsy and Traveller and Travelling Showpeople 
Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) runs from 7 January to 19 February 2021, which landowners and other 
interested parties are encouraged to review and comment upon also. Further information on this consultation is 
available online at www.stratford.gov.uk/gandt-spd . Any queries regarding the call for sites exercise can be 
raised by contacting the Policy Team at planning.policy@stratford-dc.gov.uk or 01789 260334. 

John Dunkerton (February 4th 2021) 
Dates of next meetings for 2021: March 23rd, May 25th, July 27th, Sept 28th, Nov 23rd. 


